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| : . |in case he called himself £ ““Mormon” | falling away. 1 can say of a truth— |tants of the earth. I will
REMARKS the world that the nations are about in | 0 EVE 8 0 4 000 ding to the Te- | whether the world believe it or not—

DELIVERED BY

BLDER JOEN (. CANNON,

AND

PRESTS, WILFORD WOODRUFY
JOEN TAVLOR,

n the Tabernaele, Salt Lake City, Sun-
day afternoon, June 29, 1884,

REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE.

ELDER JOHN Q. CANNON said;

My brethren and sisters and friends, it
is with feelings which I am utterly un-
able to express that I stand before you
this afternoon—feelings on the one
hand of titude to my Heavenly Fa-
ther thngr:tter an absence of nearly
three years from this city I am again
permitted to meet with my brethren
and sisters in this place, and with
feelings on the other hand of intense
timi in standing before so large an
audience. But I rely, my brethren and
sisters, upon your faith and prayers
during the few moments that 1 may
standﬁ)efnre you,and I rely, further-
more,-upon the promise which our
Lord gave, when He said, “Where two
or three have Igatherr.d together in my
name, there I am in the midst of
them.” I am satistied, on my own
part, that we, this afternoon, have as-
sembled ourselves in the name of the
Lord, and I am consequently satisfied
that His Spirit will be with us inas-
much as we seek for the same, inas-
much as we rid ourselves of every
feeling of worldliness and come to-

ther with pure hearts to partake of

e emblems of the death and suffering |

of our Lord, and to become instructed
in the plun'which He has laid down

for our salvation.
It is four days since I returned from
a mission, a

| which are

the same condition as the Athenians
were when Paul went to preach to
them. They have temples and they
have altars built, but these are dedica-
ted to the ‘Unknown God.’”” 1 found
this to be the truth. I found the word,
the written word of God was read in
every chuorchin every land, and that
every family had it; but 1 was sur-
prised to find that but few of them
were willi to receive the truths
erein contained. They
were content with the dead letter of
the law; and when I undertook or at-
tempted to exPlaln the principles of
life and salvation, the principles which
Jesus Christ tan ht His disei les, and
which they taughtjall those who would
listen to their testimony. 1 found
there was a t coolness. People
would not listen, They were content
with what they had received. This
was my - eral experience. On the
other I found very many who ac-
knowled to me the truth of that
which I said. When I said unto
them, ‘‘faith in the Lord Jesus Christ

is insufficient to save you in His King-

| dom;’’ when I said that snmelhini

more was necessa
in the Lord Jesus 8t, and attempt-
ed to prove my position b Scripture,I
found many who said, ‘‘You are right,
something more is necessary accored-
ing to the Secriptures; faith alone can
not save us.” But when I went on to
explain the other prim:i?ll:ﬁ- of the
Gospel—repentance, baptism for the
remmn of sins by one who has an-
thority to baptize, and the layimg on of
hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost,
1 discovered that they -said, **That
may be all true, it is true', we believe,
but we don’t want it."”” That has
been my experience and the experi-
ence of others in a great m in-
stances. There are thousands ia the
world—I have spoken with humndreds
Igbelieve—who have made a similar
confession—that faith, repentance,
baptism, and the laying on of hands
for the reception of the Holy Ghest,
were Scriptural principles, that they

than a simple fait

nd in six weeks it will | gnd

could not be denied, that the same
| was preached by Jesus Christ
is Apostles—but I have found

have been three years since I left this | gmmong those hundreds very few whe

city, in obedience to a call made upon | were willin

me by the authorities of the Church,
On the 9th of August, 1881, I left this
city on a mission to Great

hﬂtﬂ-iﬂ: in | heen the means, in the hands

¢ to nbeﬁ those principles.
I am happy to say, however, that some
few have 0be}fed them—that If have
n I'l u Ei

tions which some of the States
ave made. 1 do not believe that the
king of Bavaria and the rulers of the
kingdoms are as bitter as some of the
subordinate officials. The strongest
persecution we have met with has been
in the City of Nur
been on the part of the circuit judge, a
man who in other respects is veryliber-
al, but whose mind became prejudiced
through some false reports which
came into the country and werescat-
tered by the press just as we made a
beginning. I nevertheless hope—and I
believe it is the general feeling—that
the day is not far distant when free-
dom of worship will be allowed—when
the Elders can go l;hmufh the country
and preclaim the Gospel without fear
or molestation. We pr:gﬂiur that day
and have great hopes t there are
many thousands in those countries who
will receive the Gospel..

The Elders are laboring energetically.
They have spared themselves no pains
to discover those who are willing to
receive their t.eutimﬂnr. Th? are la-
boring faithfullyand with good results,
The emigration has been quite exten-

those baptized; exceeds by a consider-
able amount the number that have

and that nas ; ances of the Gos

that from the day the Apostles and
disciples and those holding the Priest-
hoodp of the Lord Jesus Christ were
put to death, there has not been a man
on the face of God’s footstool who has
had the power to administer the ordin-
1 80 as to have pow-
er after death. understand perfect-
ly well the world does not believe this,
neverthelessitis true. There never was

a man breathed the breath of life inany

' age of the world, who had power to Zo

forth and administer the or nces
of the Gospel of Christ only by the
ower of that eternal and everlasting
‘riesthood which Melchisedec held
wiinch Adam, Abrabam, Moses, and
Elias, and all the ancient Patriarchs
and Prophets held. Jesus Christ held
it. He was a High Priest after the
order of the Melchisedec. and has en-
tered into the presence of God to
lead for His brethren. The Apostles

eld it. No man in any age of the
world had power to" administer the
ordinances of the Gospel without it.
God himself, who has created worlds
upon worlds, has created all these
worlds and all those that have been

sive, asyou know: but the number of | saved have been redeemed by the pow-

‘er of that eternal and everiasting

' Priesthood.” But as I said before when

emigrated. Our branches are there- | the Prophets and Apostles and all men

fore growing continunally.

Mv bretheren and sisters:
thankful to be able to testity to the
truth of this Gospel, which is being
preached in these days. 1 do know
that Joseph Smith was a Prophet of
(God, and this is a testimony which I
have received for mmyself. Itis not be-
cause my parents taught me this, or
because I have heard it from others;
that has given me courage 1o bear this
testimony before others. But 1 have
felt free in saying to all men, *‘Repent
and be baptized and you shall receive
the gift of the Holy Ghost, and that
will give you a testimony as it has giv-
en it to me.” That is the testimony,
my brethren and sisters, that I feel to
bear before you this aiternoon.

1 am glad to be once more in these
mountains, to breathe this air, to see
those with whom I have grown up, and
to feel once more at home, During the
three vears that I have been absent
many changes have taken place, some
of them vervy mourmful to me; butl
am thankful to be back once more.

company with eleven other ission- | of bringing some to a knowledge of | And now that I am home, I hope to
a.rinsﬁ who were destined for Scandi- the‘tr‘:,gtih F,nd Iam very thankful for | be able to work steadfastlyin the cause
navia. We reached Liverggol in due | this pﬂﬂigge_ of God, and to do my part in helping
time, and I was assigned, shortly after to build up His kingdom upon the
my arrival there, to the London Con-| [t may, perbaps, interest you to | earth. This is my desire, and I pray
ference, where I labored with t | know something of the present pros- | that the Lord will help all of us to re-

Elua.sure until the-17th of March, 1882,

rlv im the month the then President | 8ion
ofa tlfe European Mission—Apostle Al- ward

bert Carrinhton—notified me that
should proceed to
slon a.nIc'l within a few days after re-
ceiv{ng this notice 1 joined my brother
in North Germany.
ing to Germany 1 had to learn the
language; I was utterly ignorant of it
when feﬂtarted and when I landed

there:; but the Lord helped me hy‘

strengthening my memory, and in a
ahﬂrtgi:tlme 1 %ms Eb]e to make mgaelf
understood and pursue the real object
of my mission. I labored—it is not for
me to say with how much success—
until relieved a short time ago to re-
turn home.

I can say, my brethren and sisters,
that I have enjoved my mission great-
ly. The blessing of the Lord has been
with me. The promises that were
sealed upon my head by the Presidency
before 1 went %ave been literally ful-
filled, and, to my mind, in & most re-
markable manner. .

Above all things
for the testimony ven me of
the truth of this Gospel. It may seem
strange to you that I make this asser-
tion; because one ‘Wwould naturall
think that I had a testimony before
went. I, however, confess this was not
the case. I had heard what the world
calls Mormonism—{rom my childhood
up I had heard nothing else. 1believed
as much as it was possible that this,
the Gospel as preachied by the Elders

o the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
r-day Saintd, was
and was the plan of redemption as pro-
claimed by Jesus Christ and His .ABPOE-
tles. This was my flrm belief. Buta
direct and firm and steadfast testimo-
uy of the truth of the Gospel I had not
received, and it was to obtain this tes-
timony, more than for anything else,
that I obeyed the call that was made
of me. I{&d heard, as you had, that
every man who returned from a mis-
sion and rose up in this stand or else-
where to proclaim his testimony and
to report his labors—I had heard eve
man say: ‘I know this is the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.”
self, if I can acquire a knowledge of
the truth of the Gospel through gutnﬁ
on a mission, I am willing to go.
valued my salvation and a knowledge

f the truth of the Gospel just that
fnuch. Well, I went, and 1 labored

with t weakness, T have no doubt.
Rut the Lord heard my prayers. He

ted unto me a testimony of the
Erut.h of the and from the time
that I received the first one until this
moment, one testimony has followed
another in rapid su on. I am
therefore able roclaim before you,
as 1 have done with mauch pleasure be-
fore the world, that I do know that
God has spoken in these our days, that
He has revealed Himself and restored

.His Priesthood by means of which the

human family—those of them who are | g

willing to be saved and to obey the re-
quirerﬁents which He has given—may

be saved.
It was told me before 1 started

away—the remark was made to me by
myv father:; ‘“My son, you will find

Of course in go- | P

pects of the Swiss and German mis-
where 1 have labored for up-
8 of two years.

arts of Germany
strict. Public meetings of any Kind

are forbidden. We are, therefere, not.
’i‘hla has beeu
the action of the

allowed to preach.
brought about by
Socialists, with whom we are confoun-
ded. Th
who read the papers know, and passed
resolutions to upset governments and
kingdoms, and reduce everything to
chaos, if
Prussln, however,

the enjoyment of liberty to a great ex-
tent. “gn[ha.w the permission of the

authorities of the city of Berlin te hold

our regular meectings, and we can an

we desire,
visited b

detectives and policemen
occasio

the true religion, |

% P

And I telt within my- |

¥ to see that nothing con-
trary to the laws of the Jand is promul-

i% mﬂ‘ my mission | gated, which action, is, of e¢ourse,

quite agreeable to us. This is the case,
however, only as regards the Kingdom
of Prussia. In the kingdom of Ba-
varia, which i= strongly Catholic, we
have been unable, up to the present
time, to obtain any rights whatever.
We have been threatened and in some
cases exgelled for having attempted to
reach t

e Gospel. We have been for- -

idden to hold meetings of any kind.
It has even been declared to us that
where seven persons assemble to-
gether, that nmimber would be consid-
ered a meeting, and if the participants
were strangers they would be expelled,
while natives would be heavily fined.
In the Grand Duchy of Baden the same
rule holds In the kingdom of Wur-
temberg it has never been forbidden
that we hold meetings, but we have as
yet no official permission to do so. Of
course in Switzerland we have full per-
mission. We can hold our meetings in
any house. It isnot Tet allowed us, or
in fact anyone, to hold open air meet-
The prospects of the mission, as

rous laws will be broken. when all

We have some
1 :ﬁventﬁen E%dens iln t1;11«1*_&«19:1:‘.[1. ion:ieiuf

ese have been laboring in Austria
e SUNER e, one is in Italy, all the others are in '
Switzerland and Germany. In certain
the laws are very

have held meetings, as you

possible. In the kKingdom of
we are at present in

nounce these meetings in the papers if
Of course our meetings are

the day is sooncoming when these ri- |

main true to the end, in the name of
Jesus Christ. Amen.

PrRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF

Then addressed the congregation. He
said: We have been listening to the
testimony of one of our Mormon
mountain boys, who has been called in
his youth to go forth to the nations of
the earth to declare the Gospel of
Jesus Christ to the inhabitants thereof.
This is an example of this whole Mor-
| mon work in the day and generation in
which we live. Joseph Smith himself
| was but a boy, an unlettered youth,
when God called him over half a cen-
tury ago, to listen to the voice of the
{ Lord and be an instrument in His
hands to lay the foundation of His
Church and Kingdom on the earth in
the last dispensation of the fullness of
times; and from that day to this men
have been called—some from the plow,
the plane, the hammer, and from
the various occupations of life—to o
forth and lift up their voices and bear
record to the nations of the earth of
the Gospel of the Son of God. And
the Lord has manifested His power,
and His mercy to all who have beén
called to go forth and bear record of
His name; and Brother Cannon (John
(ﬁ.} who has addressed us, like tens of
thousands of others, can bear record
before God, angels and men, before the
heavens and the earth, to the truths of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, which
have been revealed unto us in the day
and generation in which we live. Itis
a4 marvellons work and a wonder in the
earth, and it is attracting the attention
of the whole human family, The in-
habitants of the earth marvel and won-
der and many times desire to know
what the end ot these things will be.
The Lord called upou Joseph Smith,as
a literal descendant of Joseph, who

1

Latter-day Saints,

vears,

belief as did the Jews when they de-

1

1 am|

was sold into Egypt, to lay the founda- |
tion of the Church of Jesus Christ of |
The Church had |
- been in the wilderness for nearly 1800
The Church and Kingdom of |
God and had falien away. The Gentiles
had followed the same example of un- |

k atit, are very good, and I think | parted from the Gospel of Christ and 'are fuifilled, and
ut to death almost every man who | thousands can testify of the truth
wore the Holy Priesthood on the earth | thereof. |

ose who desire to serve God ia the or who preached the Gospel of the |

way that He has commanded, althougrh
it may not be in accordance with the
desires of the rulers, mav lvave the
privilege.
tend to give full freedom ot worsinp:
but the actual fact is every person is

rohibited, through pressure Wigelh is

rought to bear upon him, from atiend-
inEanyth but the establizhed chureh,
which is

churches; and they are compelled to
make an official acknowledvewment of
their belief in thelr work books, which
are a soit of credential,containing the
name, age, busiuess,an\{ place of resi-
ence, of everv workman in the coun-
try. Inthis bhook each man mustgan-
nounce his »-li. lon and if this happens
to beanythins but Lutheran or Cath-
olic, he is put to creat trouble and in-
convenience, would perhaps

The laws of Ravuria vie= |

tholic, or the Lutneran, |
People are expected to attend or at |
least be members of one of these Lurd’sanuinte{l;anﬁ

find | vision and revelatio

' Son of God to the world.
'death: and they labored to overthrow
the Church, although it went o then
in all the power and glory, and with
ail the keys,
and priesthood, that 1t did to the
 Patriarchs, and Prophets in
former generations. For this‘theJews
were overthrown, They had to pay
the bill for fhed the blood of the

(it into the hands of the Gentiles; and
Paul, the, Apostle to the Gentiles,
- ywaraed thew strongly and faithfully to
| take heed and be cautious lest tlhey
' shouold fall through the same example
' of unbelief. *-For if tiod spare not
the natural branches, take heed Jest
| he also spare not thee.” But all the
Prophets and Apostles understood by

4

- moved u

' who held the Priesthood were put to
death, the ordinances of the Gospel
became without effect, and in conse-
quence of this, the whole world has
been filled with sects and iparties, with
false religions, and principles, until it
would almost appear that there are the
six hundred,three score and six,which
Johu the Revelator saw in his vision.
And this has been the condition of the
whole Christian world from the days
of Jesus Christ and His Apostles un-
til the Lord raised up Joseph Smith
and commanded him to organize this
Churchand Kingdom. Did he attempt
to do this until he received the Priest-
hood? He did not. He did hot at-
tempt to administer any one of the
rordinances until he received the Holy
Priesthood from under the hands of
holy men who were sent unto him
from God ont of heaven. The first man
that ordained Joseph Smith and Oliver
Cowderw to the Priesthood was John
the Baptist, who was beheaded for the
word of God and testimony of Jesus.
Thus they were ordained to the Aaron-
ic Priesthood. Joseph afterwards re-
ceived the Apostleship under the hands
of Peter, James and John, who held
the keys of the Apostleship. God Al-
mighty could not establish His King-
dom, His Church, His Zion—which the
Hoiy Bible declares from Gen-
esis almost to Revelation
should be established in the
latter days—without men bearing that
Priesthood. God had to raise up such
a man as Joseph Smith and establish
His Church by which to prepare a peo-
le for the coming of the Son of Man.

o this end Joseph was brought forth.
He received these oracles from God.
He laid the foundation of this Church
and Kingdon in his boyhood, and he,
like the Savior, and many of God's
other servants spent but a short time
in the flesh after he commenced his
ministry. The Savior lived but three
and a half years after He entered upon

His ministry. Joseph Smith labored |s

in the flesh some 14 vears after the or-
ganization of the Church before he
sealed his testimony with his blood,
as did other Prophets and Patriarchs
before him. 1 say, from that day un-
til this, the Lord has called men to go
forth and declare the Gospel of Christ.
And Brother John Q. Cannon has tes-
tified, he knows for himself. Yes, he
knows. There is no doubt of that.
There are tens of thousands of this
people who can bear the same testi-
mony. Itistrue there is a difference
with men with regard to the amonnt of
testimony they have received to satis-
fy them of the truth of this work.
Many men believe, but many say they
require a certain amount of testimony
before they know. I will say for my-
self : the _«frcat.es_t testimony I have ever
received in this Church, (and 1 have
spent over H) years of my life in it),
has been the testimony of the Holy
Ghost, has been thé¢ insplration of Al-
mighty Ged, has been the spirit of life
and salvatlon, that still small voice
that has rested upon me and rested up-
on my bretheren from the time we were
baptized into this Church until
the present day. We lay
hands upon the sick and they
are healed by the power of God. We
lay hands upon our brethren and set
them apart for missions. The Spirit of
God rests upon us and inspires us in our
words and thoughts what we should
scal upon their heads. These words
thousands upon

The Bible containsg a vast amount of

The Jews | prophecy concerning the last dispensa-
rejected the Messiah; they put Him to | tiou and the fullness of times: con-

cerning the building up of the King-

“dom of God in the last days; concern-

rinciples, ordinances,

ing a kingdom which =hall become an
¢verlasting kingdom, of whose domin-
ion there shall no end. God show-
e¢d this to Daniel and to Nebuchad-
nezzar, as also to Isaiah, Jeremiah and
Ezekiel. The prophet Isaiah has por-
traved the whole history of the Latter-

the Lord rentthe | dav Saints who occupy these moun-
Kingdom out of their hands and gave | tains of Israel. He described oar |
travels here and our labors sinee we | come a mountain. [t will il
These Prophets saw our | earth.

came here,
day and they nﬁ&kﬁ- as thev were
n by the Holv Ghost; und
the prophecies are of no private inter-
pretation. Their words are words of
truth. Their words have had their ful-
The
been

tilment and wilﬁl have to the end.
travels ‘of this Church have

n that there was to | through deep waters, and this should
in | difficulty in,obtaining work at all, and ! be a falling away, There has been & not be a strange thing to the inhabi-

»

without fear of cuntr&dtmm
N0 people,

man, no set of men

no church, no portion l;:t'

of God can live godly in.
without suffering per on.

show me a Patriarch or
ever lived who taught the
life and salvation w '
the hatred, the wrath and the
tion of the surrounding natiop
Enﬂu will show me someth m..;i,
ve not been able to find on the ey
But without dwelling upon ﬂt
allow me to say that this is whaggj)c
the Mormons. This is the causeg
warfare made upon us by ourgi,,
to-day. God Almighty has sg§i.
hand to establish His Church andgj,.
dom on the earth. He has sot Higjg,
to gather His ﬂ)eﬂgle to the mounts.
of Israel to build up a Zion, T
Zion ishere. We have made a by
ning. We came here, on the X
July 1847, a little handful of pion
We found a barren desert. It
not look as if any white men could
here. Wefound a few poor, mis
ble, degraded Indians. They w
eat a pint of crickets for breakfasty
supper, and this, with a few nrg
was all the food they had. Tos
here is a tabernacle. To-day, vou
travel one thousand miles through
these vallevs, from north to s¢
and you will find them filled ¥
towns, villages and cities, and

will see temples, tabernacles |
- What does it mean? It means that
'wod of heaven is a God of trutk
decreed certain things, and th
things are now coming to pass insj
of all earth and hell. That is whi
means, Had it not been for this |
would have been a desert to-day
was when we found it.
The testimony of the Eldenrs
Israel is true. is is the Gosy
Christ. It is the only Gospel the
ever {levealed touﬁa.naghud Paul
Apostle says: ‘‘Tho we or
angel from heaven, preach any ¢
Gospel unto you n that which
have preached unto you, let him
accursed.”” The children of men
not believe the Gospel. They
have eve « else on the faceof
earth except the GOHS;':I. The Lor¢
set His hand to fultll His words |
romises, and we are here to help |
n that business. We came. here
these mountains by revelation, by
sgiral;lun. We were led here by "
phets, Apostles and inspired men;
this Church and Kingdom has cont
ued to grow from the day 1t was org
ized until the present time. [ty
continue to grow. The Gospel
Christ is the truth. *‘““Am I therel
become your enemy,because I telly
the truth,” said Paul to the Galatia
in teaching them this principle. Bu
the truth is unpopular. The word
full of error aud falsehood. It
n{:u. accept the plan of life and saly
tion. |
We are in the bhands of God. Gt
has called us to this labor. He I
commanded us to preach the Gospel
the nations of the earth. This we ha
done Eﬂ téar a.al the doors have b
opene us. 1t seems strange to
flect upon the fact that such nations
Germang, Austria, and Prussia, sl
put up bars as strong as iron, 8¢
peak, nlguinst the preacning of
Gospel of Christ in their midst, |
the Lord. a= we have heard from}
. Cannon, is opening
the way. There are a great man
the house of Israel in Germany;t
are a great many of the honest in h
throughout the nations of the e
and they must hear the Gospel.:
have been preaching it for over 30 ye
The world in a great measure hs
jected it. [ heard Joseph Smith s
at deal in regard to the attig
this generation would assume inr
to the Gus?cl. He saw the situat
Said he: ““The world will fight
The world will war against
Towns will &rise and mob you, e
ties will oppose vou, cities will op
ou, and the United States will ¢
ine against ;rnu. The world isfi
darkness. Sin  and  wickednes
overwhelming the world as
waters cover the great deep.
devil rales over the world in a
measure., The world will war ag
you; the devil will, earth witl, an
will, But you must bear testime
me. You must preach the Gospt
your duty, and the Lord will sta
yvou. Earth and hell shall not pi#
inst you.”” *‘Fear not them ¥
kill the body, but are not able
the soul: but rather fear hiwm
is able to destroy both soul ande
in hell.” And I -would say
friends, that is the spirit that vibpe
in the bosoms of tens of thousans®
Latter-day Saints in these mounni
We stand upon this pedestal. 18
our platform. What fear have®
with regard to our enemies! W
should we fear? We are in the ! t
God. We have come to this ear
this time upon a mission,
been born on purpose in this gen s
to take part in this work. The I
required to have an element 10
with. He will build up Zion. !
bear my testimony here to all
and would to all the world if I

Ee
il

itdown,

power, that the work im W
people are engaged, smail and ¥
nificant as 1t may appear, is U

of God. It will roll forth. I:h A
It will break in pieces all otb¢
ktnegdoms, and it will stand lnt%?;{t
for God Almighty has decreed it .
Watch the signs of the ﬁm';?;
See if these things are not true. :‘;
are living iu_an important day. »
are called to do a work for the Lﬂr:;-
and we are going to do it as far nsl::u
haye time and opportunity. It s
cost many men their, ut mex




