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s highest calling the lord ever
any human being to in any age

filee world has been to receive the
ly priesthood with its keys and pow

andad to be called to go forth to the
abitantaabi tants odtheof the earth and teach them
prinprinciplescaples of the gospel of jesus

ristt and to qualify and prepare them
r a part in the first resurrection and to

back into the presence of god their
torator to dwell in glory worlds with
andend the lord bestowed that

sing that priesthood and that
er in the beginning of creation

fathera r adam was called of god and or-
nedd to the fullness of the mel
sedek priesthood ordained to the
best officece and gift of god to man on
earth adam bestowed that bless
apon seven of his sons letb enos
d3 canaan enoch and
ulelahluselab they were all ordained
b priests by their father adam and

hessedsed the privilegeviege and the right to
ioder stand the gospel of jesus christ

pia tofo give it to the human family so
nit they might qualityqualify and prepare
Hm elvesselves for eternal life in tracinggracing
te history of the dealings of god with
in from that day tpto this we find the
rd has in various dispensations and
pisles given unto the sons of men that

aing israel had it in the beginning
faoa abraham isaac and jacob down

1 until moses who traveled with the
drenn of israel forty years in the
bernesserness they had the giftsats and
ices of that priesthood bestowedge

bestowedstowed
a them and they had the privilege

magnifying their callings and
lg themselves for eternal life but
yaelea would not accept the Melchi sedek

chood and therefore it was taken
aiom them and the lesser priesthood

conferred upon them while they
traveleded in the wilderness it is not

sary torfor me to spend time in tra-cy H this priesthood through the six
h thousandand years tha past and gone

it has been manifest in every age
aad dispensation when god has had

peets and apostles on the earth
esig christ came into the world in the

veridianter dianidian of time he was the great
aghI1 priest to israel he was the son
agod the savior of the world he

asa rishis apostles he orianiorganizedzed his
ircy he bestowed upon these

apostles all the gifts aandd graces belong-
ing to the Aapostleshippost leship in that dis-
pensationppensa tion it seems that they wewererecalledcalled
to lalay down their lives for the word of
god and testimony of jesus christ
thehe savior himself was put to death
the apostles were all with one excep-
tion put to death in their day and time
until finally the priesthood was taken
home to god and remained there for a
length of time but my views are that
whenever the inhabitants of the earth
were prepared for the gospel of jesus
christ and the power of the priesthood
it has been bestowed upon them

in the days of the savior and his
apostles john the revelator while
upon the isle of patmos gave an out-
line of great events which were to
transpire in the lastjast dispensadispensation of the
falness of times other prophets and
apostles who spoke as they were moved
upon by the holy ghost left on the
pages of history a record of what the
lord would do in the last dispensation
among the great events that the reve
altor saw was the one described in the
irth chapter of his revelation and
which is often quoted by our elders be-
cause it is very applicable

and I1 saw another angel fly in the midst of
heaven having the everlasting gospel to preach
unto them that dwell on the earth and to
every nation and kindred and tongue and
people nnmw

saying with a loud voice fear god and
give glory to him for the hour of his judgment
is come

if this revelation had not been fulfilled
neither you nor I1 would be here today
this tabernacle would not be erected
this city would be still part of the great
american desert as we found it but
in the fulfillment of the revelations of
god these things have been done and
some otof us have lived to see them the
angel of god did visit joseph smith the
prophet of god who was raised up by
the power of god as a prophet seer and
revelator and who organized the
church of jesus christ in the earth
from that day until this the work has
progressed and the gospel has been
beachedpeached the holy ghost has been with
the people the lord almighty has set
his hand to carry out the great pro
gramme to establish the zion of god
in the earth and to prepare the people
lorfor the coming of the son otof man

these are my views with regard to
the calling of men in this dispensation
gold and silver may pass away houses
and lands may perish all temporal mat-
ters will pass away but the priesthood
never salvation never the kingdom of
god never and prophecy will never fall
unfulfilled we have hailhad apostles now
for upwards of sixty years many have
died and gone to the other side of the
veilvei and those upon whom god be

stowed the glory and power of the or-
ganization of the church have sealed
their testimony with their blood as the
ancient apostles did they have gone
home to receive their reward but that
organization has remained the holy
priesthood has been given to the sons of
men and has remained upon their heads
and will remain upon the heads otof thithiss
people until the coming of the son of
man therefore I1 say to the latter
day saints we are in this organization
today I1 do not pretend to say exactly
the number that we have in the priest-
hood but we have from fifteen to twenty
thousand elders in this church we have
many variousvarious organizations of the priest-
hood and churches are orgorganizedanidthroughout the world as far as we have
had an opportunity I1 have been called
these apostles have many of the elders
have to go to the nations of the earth
and the islands of the sea to preach the
gospel to our felloww men whatgreater
calling can any man have on the face of
the earth than to hold in his hands
power and authority to go forth and ad-
minister in the ordinances of salvation
do we prize these things in their full-
ness I1 do not think we do neverthe-
less so far we have been enabled to
maintain our position and to go forth
and our missions as far as we have
had time and opportunity certainly
there has been nothing in this work that
I1 have had greater consolation in than
in preaching the gospel to my fellow
men and in administering unto them the
ordinances of the house of god both for
the living and the dead I1 may say the
same with regard to myiny brethren who
are called to perform those ordinances

there washwas something said yesterday
by the brethren with regard to our sons
and our missionaries abroad I1 wiltwill
say for myself and when I1 say it for
myself I1 think I1 speak for a great many
others there is no I1 have ever
had that has bEMU ter than that
which has come i having sons
receive the holholyV fripriesthoodiesthood and go
forth and administer among the nations
of the earth the ordinances of life and
salvation it is a glorious gift to the sons
of men it is what men have not en-
joyed before us for the last eighteen
hundred years almost then should wewe
not prize these things yes we should
the lord in the dispensation of his
provi dences has given to us an army of
sonssoni and daughters and our sons are
called to go to the nations of the earthwe want to instill into their minds the
importance of these blessings to the in-
habitants of the earth andand the saving of
souls from sin you give unto any soul
the principles of life and salvation and
administer these ordinances to him and
you become an instrument in the hands
of god in the salvation of that soul


