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glory In the kingdom of Qod, If|fruit, and that an evil trec can- His Prlesthood, which He wlll freej

through my neglect of duty my chil-lnot put forth good fruit, ‘We glve to all who are worthy, that they
dren shoul become the chlldren of have all kinds of trees, and may receive exiltation In His kingdom,

darkness and be cast out from the
presence of God. So great i{s the re-
sponalbliity resting upon parents to-
ward their children that It Is a most
terrible thing for parents to neglect
their children In this regard.
remember that God Almighty has
spoken from the heavens In these last
days, that He has restored the Gos-
pel In its fullness, and that He has
bestowed the Holy Prlesthood upon
men. Let us remembkr that .Ie has
given unto us talents and gifts, and
He holds us responsible for the
use we'make of those talents and gifts,
It 1s & matter of Integrity on the part of
the people of God toward God himaself,
It s a matter which Savors of life unto
1ife or of death unto death, unto all
that have entered Into the covenant ot
the Gospel of Christ. It is not some-
thing that we can trifle with. It Is
like a two-edged sword, it cuts both
ways. Therefore, we should lool: welt
to our ways, and mee to it that we dis.
charge our duties*falthfully as parents
in Zion. The wives should be unlted
with their husbands, and the husbands
with their wives, In exerting thelr in.
fluence over their ohildren in this di-
rection. I cannot concelve of any-
thing that would grieve my heart so
much as to see one of my children turn
away from the Gospel and become an

unbelever, and separated from the peo. l

ple of God, There i8 nothing I can
think of that would be so dreadful to
me. Death of the body [rom any causs
would be preferable to one of ¥
children turning away from thls Gospei.
My children must not and will not turn
away with my consent. If they do
turn away, it must be over my protest,
and against my example, I will pleng
with my children; I will endeavor with
all the power I possess to have them
as true and fafthful to this Gospel az 11
Is possjble for me to be: because with-
out all of them In the kingdom of God
I would feel that my household was
not perfect. I want my chlldren to go
with me. If I can prove myself worthy
of an entrance into the kingdom ot
God, T want my children there; and
I propose to enter Into the kingdom ot
my Goed. I have get out for that, and I
propoese, with the helip of the Lord and
through humillty and obedlence, to
complete my mission on this earth and
to be true to God all my days. I have
made up my mind to this, and am de-
termined with the help of. God that
I will not fatl. Therefore, I
want my children with me. I want my
famlly to accompany me, that where T
go they may go aldo, and that they
may share whatever exaltation I re-
celve. It grieves the hearts of parents
when their children are disobedient to
them. I would like my children, and
alll the children jn Zlon, to know that
there 18 nothing In this world that Is
of so much value to them as the
knowledge of the Gospel as it has been
restored to the earth In these Jlatter
days through the TFrophet Joseph
Smith. There {8 nothing that can
compensate for Its loss. There s
nothing on earth that can compare
with the excellency of the knowledge
of Jesus Chriast. Let, therefore, all the
parents in Zion look after their chil-
dren. and teach them the princlples of
the Gospel, and strive as far as possi-
ble to get them to do their duty—nort
mechanically, because they are urged
to do it, but try to Instill into the hearts
of the chlldren the spirit of truth and
.an abiding love for the Gospel, that
they may not only do their duty he-
cause it {8 pleasing to their parents,
but because it Is pleasing also to them-
selves.

We heard this morning something
about the tree which puts rom3 good

Let us|

| those trees which reaslly do put forth
good fruit are comparatively few.
When I speak of good fruit, I refer 1o
that fruit which 18 mete for the
Father's klngdom. There are many
varieties of fruit, and there are many
Then there are

degrees of goodness,
trees which bear no frult at all. These
cannot econtlnue long; for when the

tree ceases to bear frult, it becomes
{ cumbersomne to the garden, and ere
long it will have to be hewn down and
cast into the fire, because of its worth-
legsness, The same result will follow
with those trees which bear bad fruit.
In Christ's Church Wwe cannot be
neutral nor Inert. We mniust elther
progress or retrograde. It ls necessary
for the Latter-day Salnts to keep
pushing on, ln order that they may
keep thelr faith alive and thelr spirits
quickened to the performance of thelr
duties. Let us remember that we are
engaged In God's work—and when I
say God’'s work I mean that we are en-
gagéd In the work which the Almighty
has instituted In the earth for our sal-
vatlon individually. Every man
shipuld be laboring for his own good
and as far as possible for the good of
others. There is no such thing |n the
acience of life a5 a man laboring ex-
clusively for himself. We are not in-
tended to be alone in time nor in eter-
pity. Each individual is a unit In.the
household of faith, and each unit must
feel his or her proportlon of the re-|
gponsibility that devolves upon the
| whole. Each individual must be dlll-
gent in performing his duty. By dolng'
this, and keeplng himself pure and un-
spotted from the world, he assists
| others to keep themselves pure
|epd  ungpotted. For [nstance, a
|man who is faithful in ob-
serving the Sabbath day and in
attending to the dutles of that day,
will at least set an example unto all he
is associated with. Th» man who js'
prayerful before the Lord will set an
' example before all others who see and
know his conduet. The man who is
honest in deallng with his nelghbor wili
set an example for good. Those who do
this are genuine representatives of
Zlon; they are the chlldren of God in-
deed and of a truth, and there rests
{ with them the spirit of light and the
love of QGod. They are In a saved
condlition, and will continue to be In &
saved condition so long as they con-'
tinue to observe the principles of the
Gospel. It |s useless for us to mourn
over the evils that we ourselves have
caused, unless by repentance we may
make restitution for the evils we have
done. It is a terrible thing for men
land women to allow themselves to go
so far in the pegleot of duty that evlis
wlll result from their misconduct which
they will be powerless thereafter to|
| eradicate or to make restitution for.
| Let us repent now; let us observe the
jcommandments of the Lord; let us do
our duty from this moment on; let us
be honorable and honest before God and
) IeT. ]
| May God bless the people, and may
"Hils Bplrit abide In our hearts and lead
us In the path of duty, and may all
this people realize that they are csso-
| ointed with God's great latter-day
worlkl, which has for !ts purpose the
reclamation of the world and the salva-
tion of the children of men, both those
who are living In the earth and those
who hawe died without a knowledge of
the Gospel; for God has revealed a plan
and has established means 1In Hls
‘Church by which the Gospel may be
preached not only to the llving but to
the dead. This |8 the last call upon the
linhabitants of the world to repentance.
! All men are now ocalled upon to repent
of their sins, to forsake them, and to
turn unto God and live, and to recelve

‘without the man In the Lord.

| BHim.

Men cannot be exalted In the kingdom
of God who recelve not this Gospel
and this Priesthood. Men may be saveq
without possessing the Priesthoed, but
no man can be exalted without §t. Men
and women may be saved slngly, bug
men and women will not be exalteq
separately. They must be bound tg-
gether in that unlon which has been ra.
vealed in this great latter dispensation,
The man Is not without the woman
the Lord, and nelther is the woman
What-
ever men and women may Say or think
in relatlon to this, they cannot obtain
an exaltation in the kingdom of Gog
single and alone. Therefore, I repegt
what I said before, that we do not ia.
bor for ourseives alone. There i3 pq
such thing as single exaltation In the

kingdom of God. We are boung
togeter by cords which
never bea broken. The hearts g¢

the .fathers are turned unto the chiy.
drén, and the hearts of the childrepn
must be turned unto the fathers, The
fathers and the ehildren must bg boung
together in the new and everlasting
covenant. and they must be bound hy
the power of God, else they may ha
put asunder. This uniting together of
husband and wife, and of parents ang
children, under the new and evar,
lazting covenant, i8 2n essential pary
of the glorious Gospel that has been re.
vealed in the latter days; and a map
who has neglected these essential dutfes
wlill be In a sorry plight when he pre-
sents himself at the door of the celag.
tinl city and asks for permission tgq
enter there. No man will ever entey
there until he has consummated hj,
mission; for we have come here to hbg
conformed to the likeness of God. KHa
made us in the beginning in His gup
image and In His own llkeness, and He
made us male and female. We neyer
could be in the Image of God 1f we
were not both male and female. Reag
the Scriptures, and vou wlil see It for
yourselves as God has sald it. Jye
has made us in His own form and 1jke_
ne=g, and here we are, male and femalen
parents and children. And we muag

become  more and more Uke
Him—more Uke Him In love, n
charity, in forgiveness, in

tlence, longsuffering and forbearance
In purity of thought and action, I {g.
telllgence, and in all respects, that we
may be worthy of exaltation in g,
presence. Tt Is for this that we haye
come to the earth. This 18 the work
we have to perform. God has showp
us the way and glven us the mesng by
which we may consummate and fuigiy
our misslon upon this earth and per-
fect our destiny; for we are destipeq
and foreordained to become like o4
and unless we do become like Him, wa
will never be permitted to dwell with
‘When we become llke Him you
will find that we wlll be presented pha-
fore Him in the forni in which we wera
created, male and female. The woman
will not go there alone, and the mgn
will not go there alone, and elgim
exaltation. ‘They may attaln a degree
of salvation alone, but when they gre
exalted they will be exaited according
to the law of the celestial kingdom.
They cannot be exalted In any other
way, nelther the Hving nor the dead,
It Is well for us to learn something
about why we bulld temples, and why
we administer in them for the dead
as well as for the llving. We dg this
that we may become like unto Him,
and dwell with Him eternally; that we
may become sons of God, heirs of Cod
nnd joint heirs with Jesus Christ,
Therefore, It will not do for us to al-
low our chlidren to grow up like noxi-
ous weeds, We must bring them up
in the way they should go, that when
they get old they will not depart



