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would bear tletie responsibility of this
and other statements she might
make andnd which she communicat-
ed to my husbands enemy mrs
H W beecher I1 feel outraged by
the whole proceeding and I1 am
alowblow freringsufferingsu in consequence more
than I1 am able to bear

11 am yours very truly
cc elizanethelizabetn BR TILTON

that during the I1st
week in january 1871 a few days
after tuetei above letter was vrwrittenitten
beecherbeechen communicated to tilton
through moulton an earnest
that he tilton would take his
family to europe and reside there
for a term of years at mrs beech
etsers expense similar offers have
been since repeated by beecher to
tilton through the same channel
and a message of a kindred tenor
was brought from beecher to tilton
last summer by F B carpenter
as willwiil appear from the following
affidavit

HOMER NW Y july 74

on sandaysunday june I11873873 twptap
days after the surreptitious
tion of the tripartite covenant be-
tween H W beecher H C bow-
en and theodore tilton I1 walked
with mr beecher from plymouth
church to the residence of F D
moulton in livingstoneliving stone st on
the way to Moulmoui tonstona house mr
beecher said to me that if tilton
would stand by him he would
lareilareiare his fame his fortune and
everything he possessed with him
tiltontilton

1 r B carrcarpCARPENTER
ae swornworn to and subscribed before

buneiunenue this day of july 1874

WILMA T hllhilCC notary public
carmr carpenter in communicate

tilton the above affidavit
saygaybinsinin a letter accompanyingaccompany ing it

ic1111X have no hesitation in giving
you this statement as I1 understood
utat thothe timetfme that itic was given for
meto repeat in substance to you
and I1 did so repeat it it was at
this interview that beecher spoke
to meine of his apology to you 2

the charge that tilton ever at-
tempted to levy blackmail on
beecher is false on the contrary
tilton has always resented every
attempt by beecher to put him
under pecuniary obligation

twentieth not longjong after the
scandal became public mrs tilton
wrote on a slipsup of paper and left on

writing desk the fol-
lowing wordsworm

itmowwownow that the exposure has
come my whole nature revolts to
join with you or standing with
vou

through the influence of bee-
cher friends the opinion has long
been diligently promulgatedpromulgate that
nothing waswad due tiltonnandan that
the alleged facts were a mamaliciousclouscious
invention by himlaim to revenge him-
self for supposed and imaginary
wrongs done to him by beecher
manydiany words were spoken from
time to time by mrs tilton to the
praisefraise and eulogy of Beecherbeecher whichhibb
beingheing extensively quoted throughwrough
his congregation heightened the
impression that tilton was beech-
erers slanderer mrs tilton being
herselfherieeifalf authority for the statement
in this way mrs tilton and one of
her relatives have been the chief
causes of the great difficulty of sup-
pressing the scandal they have
radendhad a habit of sayingsay ing that tilton
believed such and such things and
their naming thesa things by way
of denial has been a mischievous
way of circulating them broadcast
in this way tilton has been made
to appear the defamerdetainer whereaswhereashehe
has made every effort in hisbis power
to suppressresa the injurious tales i

which hee hastins been charged with
propagating0pabating on all occasions herahass systematically referred to his
wife in terms favorablefa to her charchan
acter

further tilton would not have
communicated 0toro the committee
the facts containedconand in the state-
ment except for the perverse
course of henry ward beecher
and mrs elizabeth BR tilton to
degradederra and destroy him in public
estimation

UTweny ngofirst one evening
about two weeks after the publica-
tion of Tiltons letter to dr bacon
mrs tilton on coming home at a
iatalate hour informed her husband
that she had been visited at a
friends heusehouse by the committee of
investigationinvestigation and hadgiven sweep

ing evidence neacquittingu isi ng beecher of
every charge lrhish was the first
intimation which tilton received
that any such committee was then
in existence furthermore mrs
tilton stated that shesho had done
thisthia by the advice of a lawyer
whom beecher had sent to her
and who inia advance of her ap-
pearing before the committee ar-
rangedrangedwithwith her the questions and
answers which were to consti-
tute her testimony in beechersechersBe
behalf on thetile next day after
giving this untrue testimony before
the committee she spent many
hours of extreme suffering from
pangs of conscience at having testi-
fied falsely she expressed to her
husband the hohopee that god would
forgive her pepeiperjuryjuryluryry but that her
motive was to save beecher and
her husband and also to remove all
reproach from the cause of religion
she also expressed simler contri-
tion to one of her intimate friends

twenty second finally that in
addition to the foregoing facts and
evidences other confirmations
could be adduced if needed to
prove thetile whole
statement namely that the revrov
henry ward beecher as the
pastor and friend of mr tilt-
on and his family trespassed upon
the sanctity of friendship and hos-
pitalitypitality inlif a long endeavor to se-
duce mrs elizabeth BR tilton that
by the artful use of his priestly au-
thority with her she being his pu-
pil in religion he accomplished
this seduction that for a period of
a year and a half or thereabouts he
maintained criminal intercourse
with her overcoming her previous
modest scruples againstagairist such coh
duct by investing it with a false
justification as sanctified by love
and religion that hohe then partici-
pated in a conspiracy to degrade
theodore tilton before the public
by the loss of place business and

I1 repute that he abused mrlUr Tiltons
forgiveness and pledge of krotec
tionalon by thereafter authorizing a
series of measures by the plymouth
church having for their object the
putting otof a stigma upon tilton be-
fore the church and also before the
ecclesiastics in council in so much
that the moderator of that council
interpreting these acts by beecher
and his church declared publicly
that they showed beecher to be a
most magnanimous man andtiltontil ton
to be a knave and a dog that when
tilton thereafter not in malice but
for safe protection wrote a letter to
dr bacon alluding therein to the
ofmiencefience and apology by the revrov
henry ward beecher he mr
beecher defiantly appointed a
committee of his chchurchU ren members
tto inquire into the injury done himbim
by I1mr tilton by the aforesaid
ausallusion0 and implying that he
Beechebeecher rhadhad never been the author
of such otence and apology and
that mrbir tilton had been a
derenderergerer that to make this
beargear grievously against mr tilton
mrdir beecher previously connived
avith mrsurs E it tilton to give false
testimony in hishigBebeechertBeeecherschers behalf
thatechersbecchersBe course towards tilton
and family has at least resulted in
the open destruction of mr tjiTiltons
householdhoud and home and the deso-
lation of his heart and life

signed cc THEODORE TILTONx 2

cc sworn to before me this
dakofday of july 1874

genotary public 1

clgentlemen of the committee
having laid before you the above
swornstatementstatement which I1 have
purposely restricted to the relations
of mr beecher with mrs tilton
and with no other person or per-
sons I1 wish to add an explanation
due to yourselves in the golden
age lately edited by me a sugges-
tionilonllon waswaa made not with my
knowledge or consent that your
committee inI1 n order to be justly
constitutedconstituted should comprise in
addition to the six members ap-
pointed lyby mr beecher six others
appointed by myself to nano such
proposal would 1I1 have conconsentedconfented
for I1 have never wanted any tribu-
nal whatever for the investigation
of this subject neither your com-
mittee as at present constituted
nor an enlarged committee on the
plan just mentioned nor any other
committee of any kind could in
and of itself have persuaded or
compelled me to lay before you
the facts contained in the preced-
ing statements distinctly be it
understood that these facts have
not been evevokedaked by your commit-
tee because of any authority which
I1 recognize iliin you as a tritrltribunalbunalbudal of
inquiry nor would they have been
yielded up to any otherothor committee
or board of reference however con

except a court of law I1 but
on the contrary I1 have di-
vulged the above statement
solely because openly published
demands for it have been made
directly to me by the beyrey henry
W beecher aided and abetabettedtedteO by
mrs elizabeth BR tilton these
two parties and these alone and
not your committee have by their
action preprevailed with me no other
authority or influences except a
court of Jaw could have been power-
ful enough to extort from me the
above disclosure for the sake of one
of these parties gladly would I1 have
continued to hide these acts in the
future as I1 have incessantlyincemantly striven
to do in the past but by a joint ac-
tion of beecher and mrs tilton I1
can withhold the truth only at thethe
price of perpetual inaaminfamyY to my
name in addition to theth penalty
wwhichhiclhick I1 aaralreadyeady suffer in trethe des-
tructiontruc tion of the home once as plea-
sant as any in which yourselves
dwell

signed respectfully
Ti lEODORE TILTON

washington 21
A telegram was received at the

white house this morning from
Aa K davis governor and
acting governor of mississippi
stating that party feeling in vicks
burg was very high on account of
the election to take place august
athothi and asking that UUS8 troops
be stationed there to prevent anytiny
outbreak the telegram was for-
warded to the president at long
branchgovernor davis again telegraph-
ed the president todayto day for troops
to preserve the peace during the
coming election stating thattiethat the
necessity is pressing

this evening several deacons of
plymouth church with mr shear-
man mr nossross and gen tracy met
at mrnir BeBeeecherschers residence andaud
after a council lasting about three

drew up the folfoifollowinglowin ustatestate-
ment of mr Bebeecherechers for publica-
tion

1I do not prepare atatt this time 9
detailed examination of the remark-
able statement of theodore tilton
made before the committee of in-
vestigationvestigation and which appeared in
print july I1 recognize many
reasons which make it of transcend
dantdaut importance to myself and
church and the cause of public mo-
rality that I1 shall give a full an-
swer to the charges against me but
having requested the committee of
investigation to search this matter
to the bottom it is to them I1 must
look for my vindication Bbutut I1
cannot delay for an hour to defend
the reputation ofmrsurs elizabeth IL
tilton upon whose name in con-
nection with mine her husband
has attempted to pour shame one
less deserving of suchsueh disgrace I1
never knew fromerom childhood she
has been under my eyeeyo and since
reaching womanhood she has had
my sincere

I1 cherish for her a pure feel-
ing such as a gentleman might
honorably offer to a christian wo-
man and which shebhe might receive
and reciprocate without a moral
ecruscruplele I1 reject with indignation
the imputation which reflects upon
her honor orer my own my regard
for mrs tilton was perfectly yellteliwellweli
known to my family when seriousserious
difficulties sprang upon herner house-
hold and it was to my wife that she
resorted for counsel and both of usius
acting from sympathy andas iosub

appeared without a full
knowledgee gave unadvised coun-
sel wwhichhie tended to harm I1 have
no doubt that mr tilton found
that his cifes confidence and reli-
ance upon my judgment had great-
ly increased while his influence
had diminished in consequence of
the marked change in his religious
and social views which was taking
place during those years her
mind was greatly exercised lest her
children should be harmed by
views which she deemed virtually
false and dangerous I1 was sud
denly and rudely artiosed to
the reality of the impending dan-
ger by the disclosures of domesticieriendistressatres 9 of sickness perhaps unto
death ofor the likelihood of separa-
tion and scattering a family every
member of which I1 had tenderly
loved the effect on beof the discov-
ery of the state of feeling
and the condition of his family sur-
passed in sorrow and excitement
anything I1 had ever experienced in
my life that my presence influ-
ence and counsel hadnad broughtbrought to a
beloved family sorrow and aliena-
tion gave in my then state of
mind poignancy to my suffering
which 11 hope no other man may
ever feel even to be suspected of

I1 having ofoffered under the privileges
I1 of a peculiarly sacred relation inde

corum to wife and mother could
not but deeply wound anyone who
is sensitive to the honor orof woman-
hood there were peculiar reasons
for alarm in this casecase onin other
grounds inasmuch as I1 wasswas thenthenn
subject to certain malignant ru-
mors and a ilallaflagrantautant outbreak in
the family voulwoulddebringbring upon them
added injury derived from these
shameless falsehoods believing at
the timejimb that my presence and
counsels had tended however
unconsciously to produce a social
catastrophe represented as immi-
nent I1 gave expression to my feel-
ings in an interview with a mutual
friend not in cold cautious self
defending words but eagerly tak-
ing the blame upon myself and
pouring out my heart to my friend
Finu the strongest language overbur-
dened with the exaggerations of
impassioned sorrow had I1 been
the evil manmari mr tilton now repre-
sents I1 should have been calmer
and more prudent it was a jea-
lousy of my honor to which this
evil was imputed that filled me
with morbid intensity at
every shadow upon it not
only was my friend affected
generously but lie assured nome that
such expressions if conveyed to
mrnir tilton would soothe wounded
feelings allay anger and heal the
whole trouble liehe took down sen-
tences and fragments of what I1 had
been saying to use them as a me-
diator the full statement of the
circumstances under which this
memorandum was made I1 shall
give to the investigating com-
mittee that these apologies
were more than ample to meet
the facts of the caseease is evi-
dent in that they wereyere acceptedacceptedy
that our intercourse resumed its
friendliness that mr tilton subse-
quentlyqu eantly raffledratified it in writing and
that he has continued for four
years and until within two weeks
to live with his wife Is it con-
ceivablecelceiceivallevablevabie that if the original charge

now
would have condoned the offence
not only with the mother of his
children but with him whom he
believed to havethave wronged them
the absurdity as well asaa falsity
of this story is apparent
when it is considered that mr
tilton now alleges that hebe carried
this guilty secret of his wipes
infidelity for six months lock-
ed up in his own brebreaidtitkit and
then hee divulged it
thereibert might be a reconciliation
with me mr tilton has since in
every form of language and to a
multitude ofgf witnesses orally and
in written statementsand in print-
ed document declared his faith in
his eifes purity after the recon
cilcli lation of mr tilton with me
considerations of propriety and
honor demanded that familyjamily trou-
bles should be kept in that seclu-
sionsion which doidoldomestic affairs have a
right toio claim as a sanctuary and
to that seclusion itwas determined
that they should be confined every
line and word ofayofmy private and con-
fidential letters which have been
published Is in harmony with the
statements which I1 now make
mydily published correspondence ouon
this subject comprises but two elcele-
ments viz the expression of my
griefiof and my desire to shield thegrhonor0nor of a pure and innocent wo-
man

1I do not propose to analyze and
contest at this time the extraordi-
nary paper ofmr tiltontil ton buthut there
atare two allegationsallegations vwhichhick I1 cannot
permit totd pass without special no-
tice they refer only to two inci-
dents which mr tilton pretends to
have witnessedwitnessdd personally one an
alleged scene in my house while
looking over engraengravingvinge and the
other the chamber scene inia his
own house hisills statements con-
cerning these are absolutely
false nothing of the kind ever
occurred nor any semblance of any
such thing they arearo now brought
to my notice for the first time to
every statement which connects
me dishonorably with mrs eliza-
beth it tilton or which in any
wise would impugn the honor and
purity of thi beloved christian wo-
manmairlmaill I1 give the most explicit com-
prehensive and solemn denial

signed
HENRY WARD BEECHER

brooklyn july 1
3 1874

bridgeport conn 22 this
afternoon the wife of a hand organ-
ist was beaten to death by a party
of tramps while resting herself by
the road side between norwalk and
darien her husband had gone
aheadshedd the whole party three
men and a woman are under ar-
rest

new york 23 tilton says of

SUItstatementement 1I would not have hadbad
it published for augustus
Maverickmaverick hishla friend copied
the original and published it fifirstret inin
his brooklyn paper out of friendship
for moin when I1 heard of it I1 went
to my room in the astor house and
threw myself on my bcdbed in despair
testeryesterdayuy maverickmayerick received the fol-
lowing note

my dear maverick from no
other person save oltheroither yourselffasas
mycopyist or from the committees
shorthandshort hand writeror from some mem-
ber of tbthee committee could my sloinn
statement have got into print myfy
heart is bowed and bleeding at seeing
these facts spread before the world
how could you have taken guchhuch an
awful dreadful horborhorrible
ty without counsecounselingling me in advance
there now remains no possibility of
peace or slencesilencei nothing but evever-
lasting

er i

woe explain yourself youtou
must do it both to me and to eqtho pub-
lic youlayouia in grief

signed3ignednea theodore tilton
mavemaverickriek in publishing the notenotel

says Asaa one of his Tiltons9
staunch friends lo10loving andnd knowing
him to be a long abasabused maninan and
that he often shrank from hurting
others in order to shield himself I1
resolved that this defence should be
published and I1 published it I11 did
so60 wwithout his knowledge or consent
and I1 did right and stand by the act
as an act ofjustice to6 the man whohe
has been wronged and the commun-
ity that hashaa the right to know all the
factsewon

A gentleman whose iclalofficialoff busi-
ness has led him to receive and open
much of beechersbeechers correspondcorrespondenceince
said last evening in Beechers
love letters you wouldwoula be surprised to
know howbow foolishly some women i

write to him every once inin a while
a woman gets a little crazy and wrwritesi tes
to beecher to tell him how much
she adores himwlm the lettersletteri used to

to the office and til
ton under orders from beecher
opened many of them he made
copies and todayto day haschehas the manuscript
and names and copies of letters aliallallali
connected with respectablerespectbieble ladiesladles
who have foolishly written totb beecherbeechen
all about their love for him he re-
ceives love letters by the reamreain and
cord and the lokejoke of it laslal13 that hisbis
wife takes care of all letters that
come to himhlin she reads ththeelovelovd let-
ters bedorebefore he sees them arstilmrs til
tons letters to beecher were affec-
tionate

j

and enthusenthusiasticlasHe expressing
deep pervading love for him mrs
beecher read them all before he saw
them andard they are all in her posses-
sion now when the scandal was
noised about mrs tilton mrs bcenee
icher looked up the letters and at
mnmrs til tons request has prespreservedartedarved
them for her you cannot convince
mrs beecher that herlerher husband is
guildy of anything charges
shebhe says if all the women ialri creation
swear that beecher had been ununfaith-
ful

faith-
ful shoshe would not believe them

new york 23 the following isid
the statement of mrs elizabetheilzabeth R
tilton

alto pick up anew the sorrows of
the last ten years thetho stingssti nga and
pains I1 hadbad dailydally schooled myself to
burynury and forgive makes this impera-
tive duty as called forth by thetherallniall
cious statement of my husband the
saddest act of my life besides any
thought otol following my master con-
tradicts this act my pen and sense
pperhapserh ps my life and falthfaith almost
cacompelphle moI1 now to tandstand aside till
godG himselfin 11 delivers yet I1 answer
this wanton attack it is an urgent
call from which I1 shrink not to
reply in detail to twenty fiverfivel articles
of arraignment I1 shall not attempt at
present yet itif called upon
to10 testilytestify to each and all of
them I1 shall not hesitate to
do soBO suffice it for my purpose now
that I1 reply to one or more odtheof thothe
most glaring chargescharkes touching the
feigned sorrow of my husbands com-
pulsory revelations I1 solemnly avow
that long before thetho woodhull publi-
cation I1 knew him by insinuationsM
and direct statementto hihave repeated
to my very near relatives and friends
the substance of these accusations
which shock the moral sense
of the entire community this
day many times when hearing
certain persons hadbad spoken ill of him
he has sent me to chide them for eo
doing and then and there I1 learned
that he had been before me with his
cacaluI1 i against myself so tathatthailatlai
I1 was speechless the reite-
ration in hishla statementent that hebe
hadhaapersistently strivenveri to hidebide these
socaso calledfiedfled fachsfacts isia utterly faisefalse and hihisI1
hatred tourto mr beechenbeecher and his deter


