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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

A WORD ON HUMILITY.

A leading characteristic of Christian
life is bumility. Bo pre-eminent an
attribute was It of the Re-

deemer of the world when He
abode in mortal tabernacle that history
points to Him as the “meek and lowly
Nazarepe.”” Therefore do all true
followers in the way He pointed out
bumble themselves in accord with the
pattern He gave, Yet as we look
abroad among mapny who profess to
pursue a Christiau life, how often are
we foreed to the conviction that vanity
hussupplanted tbe humility that should
exist in their bearts and ghould be
shown in their eonduel! How the
haughtiness, the ostentation,the appar-
ent consciousness of superiority in
some creates for them a class distine-
tion from tbeir fellow beings who h «ve
sought to render obedience to the
Gospel of peace, of unity, and of love!
And when the pharisaism which pro-
duces this class distinetion is exhibited
in those who professto be Baints, how
vividly it reealls the reproof the Divine
Master administered to those Pbarisees
-of old, of whom He said: ‘For they
bind heavy buriens and grievousto be
borne, and Jay them on mea’s
shoulders; but they themselves will
not move them with cne of their
fingers. Bat all their works they do to
‘be seen of men: they make broad their
phylacteries, and enlarge the borders
of their garments, and love the upper-
most rooms at feasts, and the chief
seats inthe synagogues, and greetings
in the markets, and to be called of men
Rabbi, Rabbil??

True it is that mankind bave their
‘weaknesses that must be borne aud

‘labored with to be subdued. It is also
true that among those weak-
nesses to be overcome by reproof,

and admonition, and exhortation,
Is that of vanity, which causes people
to be puffed up one above another and
to thus destroy the unity whieh should
-ex st smong Sainte; it is the harmful
pride which produces and encourages
class distinctions among people who
without it would be in the harmoni-
ous relation of brethren and sisters; it
ia the haughtiness which would “shut
up the kingdom of heaven against
men,” and while those who display
it will not go in themselves, they also
prevent, through the offense given by
their example, others from entering
that kingdom and thereby create griev-
ous burdens. BSuch a condition and
tendency in society should be persist-
ently antagenized by everyoue bear-
Ing the name of Saint, that homility
may abound in every heart.

“‘He that humbleth himself shall be
exalted,””’sajd the Lord. Not he that
humbleth another; that looks on his
fellowbeing with contempt; thay says
within himself, “I thank Thee that [
am not as other men,”” and draws him-
self into his own conceit of righteous-
ness and superiority till he becomes a
veritable buman icicle to those who
are not ot his peculiar class or *‘set.”
Buch a man humbleth not himselr,
and bas no ¢laim on the Lord’s prom-
ise of exaltation, given in the words
quoted. On the contrary, he becomes

subject to the law that ““everyone that
exalteth himeelf shall be abased.??

Humility is not servile; it defends its
own, and seeks to maintuin the rights
of all; itis just, and trespasses not on
others while seeking to secure that
to  whieh it Is entitled; it is
kind and gentle, conveying an
impression of sincere aflability,
and never struts along with
4D air of consequential superiority; it
i8 patient and abides it time; it 18
sympathetic, and delights in the be-
stowal of bleseinge. Like charity, the
first field of its operations is with the
individual who opens his own beart for
ite reception. The true 8.int cultivates
and develops it tbhere uuntil self 1=
sapeotified by ite buoly, peacetul ip-
fluence. He is thus fortified against
temptatien, for his humility banishes
selfishness and vanity, and leaves no
foothold for the tempter. Meekness
and pride do not dwell together har-
mobiously, because of the coutrariety
of their natures; one or the other must
deparf, and the sensible man and wo-
man, notwithstanding the learning
and wealth they may be in possession
of, are not slow in declding which
shall be expelled,

Fxemplary Sainte, the truly superior
man and woman, do not boast of self
in word or manner—do not say even Lo
the most humbly elai but honest and
virtuous son or daughter of Father
Adam, as some people seem to do in
conduct more forcible in expression
than words alone, ‘‘3tand by thyself,
come not near to me; for I am holier
than thou!”” Instead of this they
cultivate and manifest that bumility
which, being without ostentation or
servility, aiheres to laws of tratn
and justice, conforms to eaving or-
dinancee, possesses steadfast integrity,
performs good and noble deeds, and
leads to exaitation beyond the reach of
a vain and abasing pride which- af-
flicts those poor mortals who afleet to
be of higher caste than many of their
fellows who are their peers in all that
pertains to godliness,

WHAT THE WOMEN ARE DOING'

Now that both the large political
parties in this Territory have pro-
nounced in favor of woman suffrage,

it is interesting to note the trend of
affairs in countries where the fair sex
have a voice In framing legislative
enactments, In one sueh place, New
Zealand, the legislature now in gession
there is the product of the vote of both
maule and female citizens,and is getting
its work in in characteristic siyle. The
action of the lower house in bauishing
all intoxicating drinks from the bar of
the chamber was not unexpected, for
the women came out almost en masse
in favor of the temperance movement.
The measure now being considered,
and certain to pass in some form, per-
mitting women to become mewmbers of
the legal profession, also was anticipat-
ed. Butone of the rules of debate just
adopted is likely to cause some surprise
among those who pin their faith to the
various proverbial sayings as to female
loquacity. This rule limits the dara-

tion of speeches 8o that in open house
no member may speak longer than
nalf an hour, and in committee may
not speak more than four times, or
longer than ten minutes at a time,
How this rule will operate when a
vigorous debate comes on—that i, if
in balf hour epeeches a vigorous de-
bate can be worked up among the
antipodeane—remains to be seen. So
far as this nation is concerned, how-
ever, lthere are many persons who will
leel that if ench a regulation were in
force here, while possibly it would not
greatly Increase the value to our coun-
try of ita legislators, it would materi-
ally reduce their dimensions in an
+ffl ctive eapacity. The motto an-
nhunced for the New Zealand equal
suflragists,**Lees talk and more work,??
al least promises well fer the people,

CONFERENCES OF THE SAINTS,

In the gatherings of Latter-day
Saints in regular conferences the
spiritual life of the Chureh of Christ is

well manifested. The general desire
oo tae part of tbe people in the various
seltlements to meet their brethren and
to rejoice with them in the Divine
light that illuminates their hearts and
understanding is a sign of abundant
taith in the work especially entrusted
to the Baints. Without this faith
mesetings of this kind, which require
some sacrifice and involve temporary
inconvenience without apparent finan-
cial returos, would goon dwindleaway,

The gathering of the people uf God
in conferences is in obedience to a
Divine order. Such meetings are
part of the organization of the Church
provided for by direct command from
the Almighty, The revelation direct-
ing the Elders to meet in conference
al  regular intervals wus given
as  early as April, 1830, dating
almost from the beginning of the
Cburch. And it is noticeable that in
every age when God has through rev-
elation to men directed the govern-
ment of His people on earth, He has
in=tructeu them to gather. The Mosaic
dispeneation had, besides 1ts weekly
Saubaths, anoual festivals of various
kinds, when the people, rejoieing and
free from their daily Cares, (urned
toward the sanctuary for the pur-
pose of worshiping Jehovah and
realizing that they were one in origin,
In faith, in spirit. Bimilarly the first
followers of Christ, although soon
scattered to the four winds of heaven,

came together whenever practicable, .

One of the most important questions of
that uispensation was decided at a con-
ference of the Apostles and Elders
convened at Jerusalem, and the de-
cision was sanctloned by the Holy
Spirit. The institution of general
gatherings of the people of Gud in this
dispensation is therefore in full acsord
with the dealingsof the Almighty
with His children in all ages snd the
observance thereof is as binding as the
obedience Lo other ¢ommandments
periaining to the organization of the
Church,

Their object is the spiritual
benefit of the members. If ever the
influence of heaven is felt on earth, it
ls where Gud’s children unite in praise,
in thanksgiving, in prayer and +in
resolutions to serve Him. Everyone
who unites with his brethren for such




