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tletiuTHERE hashab perhaps never been a
period in the history of the church
when the delusive spirits that are
abroad in the world deceiving the
children of men were more active
than they are and have been for the
last few yearbyears I1 have nevernnever in
my recollection heard of soBO many
pretended prophets and revelations
special messages missions and man

to various individuals as
have comecame to my notice within the
last few months or perhaps years
some claimclaird that they are in constant
communication with angels others
that they have received a direct
command from god to accomplish a
certain mission others claim to be
christ and therefore assume the
right to dictate and direct the labors
of the presidency and twelve and
undertake to correct ond set them
right and to show them wherein
they lack inspiration etc and
wherein it Isia neceseery that a strong
arm should be raised up in order to
steady the ark of zion there has
been a great deal of this hind of apibpi
rit manifested of late among men
that are and have been in the
church for years and not only
such but by men who never have
been members and who have nomo
knowledge of the character of this
latteriatter day work messages oromfrom the
spirit world communications from
the departed through mediums
people that permit thennthemselveselves to be
used for this purpose by lying aindand
delusive spirits

it has sometimes been sorrowfulborsor rowa
to see respected members of the
church men who should know bet-
ter allow themselves to become the
tools of seductive spirits such men
seem for the time at least to lose
sight of the fact that the lord hashab
established on earth the priesthood
in its falnessfulness and that by direct
reineirevelation and commandment from
heaven that he hashits instituted an
order or government that Is beyond
the capacity andaud that Is superior to
the wisdom and learning and under-
standing of man so far indeed that
it seems impossible for the human
mind unaided by the spirit of god
to comprehend the beauties pow-
ers and character of the holy
priesthood it seemsbeems difficult for
men to comprehend thetho workings of
the priesthood its legitimatelegi limato autho-
rity its scope and power and yet
by the light of the spirit it is easily
comprehended but not understand-
ing it men are easily deceived by
seductive spirits that are abroad lain
the world they are led to believe
that something is wrong and the
next thing that transpires they find
themselves believing that they are
chosen specially to betsot things right
it is very unfortunate for a manmou to
be taken in this snare for be it un-
derstoodderstood by thetho latter day saints
that as long asaa the servants of god
are living pure lives are honoring
the priesthood conferred upon them
and endeavoring to the best of their
knowledge to magnify their offices
and callings to which they have
been duly chosen by the voice of
the people and the priesthood and
sanctionedauctioned by the approval of godalongao longiong usas the lord has any com-
municationmunication to make to the children
of men or any Instructinstructionsigns to im-
part to his church he will make
sueheuch communication through the
legally appointed channel of the
priesthood he will never gpgo out-
side of it as long at least as the
church of jesus christ of latter
day saints exists in its present form
on the earth

the church of god hashns been or-
ganizedgani zed the kingdom of god has
been established and the gospel
labiablas been restored to thetha earth fora
i i last time and thiathis work which

tir begun will never cease
11 I continue tomphopt t spread abroad

WA inert nasewase in thothe earthcarthandand gathgatligwbr to ito fobfab
Z the righteous the honhouha

the eakeekmeek and theest the dure thedoorpoor
bftuletuieifie efarth ni thetho kingdomkinghing dom
shailshall ba K 0 power and glory
fbifhi the midst of thetb worldorid and if
will hao when baby
ionlon wilwll be brorsbroas to0 pespeb and
vm fallfau to rise hohd moramoro these arecrpab promises that hhavova bbeebaeacile made
to us this fact is the
revelations of god to minman
ancient and inohinonmodemternlern and
through angels that hasehaaewo
the earth lain this dispensation of the

ofcl times 1 s u

it is not my business nor that of
any to rise up as a
revelator asaa a prophet as a seerbeer asaa
an inspired man to give revelation
for the guidance of the church or to
assume to dictate to the presiding
authorities of the church in any
partart of the world muchtessless in the midstmidat of zion where the
organizations of the priesthood are
about perfect where everything Is
complete oveneven to the organization of
a branch it is the right of indivi-
duals to beba and to receive
manifestations of the holy spirit
for their personal guidance to
strengthen their faltsaltfalthfaithhandbandand to en-
courage them in works of righteous
nessanessnebs in being faithful and observ-
ing and keepingbeeping the commandments
which god has given unto them it
is the privilege of every man and
woman to receive revelation to this
end but not tartherfurther the moment
an individual rises up assuming the
right to control and to dictate or to
blubiu in judgment on his brethren es-
peciallypec aljyaily upon those who preside he
should be promptpromptlyJy checked or dis-
cord division and confusion would
be the result everyeverymanman and wo-
man in this church should know
betterbatter than to yield to such aaespirit
the moment that sucheuch a feeling prepro
benta itself to them they should re-
buke it as it is in direct antagonism
to the order of the priesthood and
to the spirit and genius of this work
we can accept nothing nsas auauthori-
tative

thorlthorf
but that which comes directly

through the appointed channel the
constituted organizations of the
Priesthood which is the channel that
god has appointed through whichchich
to make known kiakis mind and will
to the world it waswaa necessary prior
to the organization of this church
that god should select from the in
habitants of thothe earthcarth bomesome person
through whom to reveal his will to
mankind and it pleased him to
select for this purpose the youthful
and untutored boy josephjosoph antianai thas
david of old was hlabis choice but as
there was no priesthood on the
earth when joeephjoseph was called le-
gally constituted by thothe authority
of heaven to officiateelateclate in the
nanae of the lord it was necessary
therefore that some one should bobe
selected as the firs telden for thethebethebabebbel
ginning of this work for there had
to be a beginning and he was the
one foreordainedforeordained for the position
which he occupied and filled after
callingcallIngandand bettingsetting himbim apart for
the work of introducing and estab-
lishing this gospel of the kingdom
the lord of course recognized him
as hislifs mouthpiece as his author
iced agent it you please and it
would be absolutely
reasonable and absurd to suppose
that atterutter god had called one man
andd 8appointedanted him to this work thatnehe sshouldd pasaparis him by and go to
somebody eleeeeeese to accomplish thesame purpose no bensisenalsensibleblebie person
would accept for one moment such
a proposition to seriously contem-
plate any such idea would ba charg-
ing the almighty with inconsisten-
cy and with being the author of
confusion discord and thothe
kingdom of god never could be
established onan earth in any such
way

through joseph then the lord
revealed himself to the world and
through him he chose the first
elders of the church men who
were honest in their hearts
men whom irehe knew would
receive thothe word and labor
thin connection with joseph in thisgreat and important undertaking
and allnil that hayehave boenboan ordained to
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the priesthood and all that have
been appointed to any position what-
ever in this church have received
their authority and commission
through this channel appointed of
god with josophjoeeph at the headbead this
is the ordersorder and it could not be
otherwise god willwiil not raise up
another prophet and another people
to do the work that we have been
appointed to do he will never jgig
noronore those who have stood nirmfirm and
truotrue from thetho commencement as it
we of this work and who are stillstil
firm and faithful inasmuch as they
continue faithful to theirthein trustthere ia13 no question in my mind oftheir ever proving themselves un
faithful as a body for if anyaldy ofthem were to become unworthyyininhis sight he would remove themout of their place and call others
from theranks towillifill their positions
and thus his priesthood will ever
be found to bobe composed of theright men for the place of men
whose backs will be fitted for theburden men through whom he can
work and regulate the affairs of hischurch according to the counsels of

own will and the momentthathat individuals look to any other
burcogo thatthptpt moment they

themselves open to the seductive
influences of satan and render

to become servants
of the devil they lossless sight of the
true order through which the bless-
ings of the priesthood are to be en-
joyed they step outside of the pale
of thetho kingdom of god and are
on dangerous ground whenever
you seebee a man risorise up claiming to
have received direct revelation from
the lord to the church independ-
ent of the order and channel of the
priesthood you may setmet him down
as an impostor god has not called
you to go out to the world to be
taught or to6 receive revelations
through apostates or strangers but
he hashils called and ordained you and
sent you forth to teach and lead peo-
ple in the paths of righteousness and
salvation

it is the duty therefore of every
latter daydai saint to seek for the
spirit of truth and to desire with
full purpose of heart and seek dill
gently for the gifts of wisdom and
understanding that will lead and
guide into all truth that will enable
usua to comprehendcon tho purposes of
god and this mostmoat perfect mostmoat
harmonious organization which god
has instituted by hisllis own wisdom
in thomthoe last dayhdays for the gathering
sf and for the communication
of all his purposesceseescea as made known
through his servants the prophets
men may become discdidesatisfieddissatisfied one
with ananotherutherother they may become
disatisfied towards the presidency
the quorum of the twelve or
others and may say in their hearts
1 I do not like euchfuch an one I1
do not bielbelievebelleveleivo he laIs asaa good as he
should be he has too many faults
and weaknesses and therefore I1
cannot and will not acknowledge his
authority as I1 have not faith in the
man 9 doubtless there are those too
many perhaps who feel that way
but the trouble Is and that is thethe
worst of it just because they have
become dissatisfied with the indi-
vidual and harbored feelings of bit-
ternessterten nessinin their hearts against their
brethren they loosejoose sight of the
designs of the almighty they turn
against the authority of the holy
priesthood and through their blind-
ness allow themselves to be led asaa
tra yand at last from the
church

now howbow should it be I1 wiliwill teil
you in the first place every per-
son should know that the gospel is
true as this is every onesonela privilege
who is baptized and receives the
holy ghost A man may be griev-
ed in his feelings because of some
personality between him and presi-
dentdendeu traylortaywaylorlon or camioncannou or
he may have feelings in his heart
which lead him to think that he
could not sustinsustain usua in his faith and
prayers but if this should be the
case what is the course for him to
pursue he should say in his heart

god has established mishis kingdom
and his priesthood laIs upon the
earth and notwithstanding my dis-
like for certain men I1 know that
the gospel Isia true and that god is
with his people and that if I1 will
do my duty and keepkelphiahis comcommand-
ments the clouds will roll by and
and the iniste will disappear the
spirit of the lard will come more
fully to my relief and by and by I1
will be able to see if I1 am in error
wherein I1 erred andkad then I1 will re
pent of it for 1 know that evevenyevery
wrong thing will yet be made rightreures
I1 think all men should feel that way
A man may not have confideconfidenceneoneb in
his bishop or in one or both of hlahis
counselors circumstances might be
such that according
the bishop or hisbis counselors might
beba in the wrong and his confidence
in hemthem whether right or wrong
would therefore be destroyed but
because he may feel eoQ would it be
right or consistent in hitefm as an Fel-der
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in israel to set himself up asaa
the judge of the bishop or hishia coun-
selors and the whole church ifone were to get in a position of this
kind he would be like some others I1
have heard of john and david
whitmer for lnaInainstancetance two of the
three witnesses to the esokbolok of mor-
mon and wm EU A IcClellan and
william smith two of the twelveapostles some ofcf whom are stillliving and inmanyany others both living
and dead do you think youyon couldconid
convince those of this class that they
had apostatized from the churchno these men are firmly convinced
in their own minds that they never
apostatized they stoutly and indig
bantly deny tha t they ever apostatizeapostapos atiz
ed or turned away from the church
but baysay that joseph smith andthe twelve aroApoapostlestleo
all the churich had apostatized and
become very wicked and that god
has cut metha charcachurcachurch offaoff but that
brother david whitmer and broth-
ele 2 ax 1 william

smith and others are the only mem-
bers of the church lain good stand-
ing and they are all at variance
with each other if I1 were to raise
my hand soagainstainssins t my bishop against
the twelve or the first presidency
because I1 did not like them that
moment I1 should place myself in
the position that these men now oc-
cupy and that scores of others who
have passed away have occupied
and saygayay the church hashag
sized joseph smith and brigham
young and john taylor have
apostatized but I1 am firm
in the faith all the people
have gone astray because they will
not acknowledge me therethero Is
where the man lais who rebels against
the authority of the priesthood and
at the bamekame time endeavors to hold
on to the faith never isii there but
one appointed at a time to hold the
keys of the kingdom of god pertain-
ing to the earth while christ re-
mained on the earth he held them
but when he departed he commit-
ted them to peter hebe being the
piesples ident or chief of the apostles
and it was his right to direct and to
receive revelation for the chereb
and to give counsel to all the brebreth-
ren

birbin

after satan and wicked menman
had prevailed against the church
crucified the savior and killed the
apostles the keys of the kingdomkingdo
were taken from the earth JjoacAthe revelatorrevBev elator describes it most
clearly and from that time until
joseph smith wagwas called by the
voice of the almighty and ordained
to hold those keys no man held
them upon the earth that we know
of it laIs true the lord did appoint
other twelve upon this continent
and his church flourishednourished and pros-
pered in this land for many years
but the lord declared that peter
james and john and the twelve
that walked with him at jerusalem
held the presidency overoven them god
may reveal himself to different na-
tions and establish among them
the bamesame gospel and ordinances as
hohe did anciently it necessity re-
quire but if these nations should be
joined together there would be one
head and all the nestrest would be sub-
ordinate gobo that from the time
that the keys of thisthib priesthood
were taken from the earth until
they were received by joseph
smith no man ever pos

thathat FrIestpriesthoodhood nor the
keys thereof with authority to
build up the zion of god and pre-
pare a church or people for the sec-
ond coming of christ rasgasas a bride Is
adorned for the bridegroom unless
it may have been among the lost
tribes yet of thiathis we have no know
ledge but if so they would receive
those keys necessnecessarymy to adinadministerfuLater
in the ordinancesordinancea of the gospel tor
their salvation we know not of0
their existence or the condition in
which they are placed the gospel
that Is given to themithem Is suited to
their needs and condition and is
for their salvation not ours and
yet it will be the same gospel and
god will not call one from them to
give to us the priesthood or to give
to us keys and blessings or to point
out the organization of the kingdom
of god because he has established
that priesthood here and wo have
it if he has any communication
to make to us he will send his mes-
sengers to us and in this way he
will deliver his lawjaw and give his
mind and will to the people he
will do it through the ordained
channels of the priesthood which
he acknowledges and which he
has established in the earth he
will go no where else to do it
neither will he send us to them
unless they should be without the
priesthood and it becomes noneces-
sary to take the blessings of the
gospel to them and I1 presume that
will be the case

when joseph received the keys
of the priesthood he mionealone
on the earth held them
that lbsissIs he waswaa the first hohe stood aiat
the head it was promised that he
should not lose them or be removed
out of hisbis place soBO long as heha was
faithful and he was faithful when
heha blad presFrespresidentident young was
chosen by the voice of the peoplepeoples
and sanctioned by the voice of god
he held ththe priesthood which was
after the order of the son of god
with the keys which pertain to the
presidency of that priesthood upon
earth he received it from the
hands of joseph directly from him
or by his authority and he held it
until hiahis death when helle died
that mantle fell upon john taytayloror
and while he lives he will hold thatth at
authority inasmuch as heishels faltfaitfaithfulhfal
so it was with eresFrespresidentident brigham
young he held it on condition of
his faithfulness if any man in
that position should become unfaith
tulifuli Qgod0d would himbim QUoutoatt of

his place I1 testify in the namenare eiisraeli god that he will not
of0 S

buffetbuffbumm ctthe head of the church him S 71he has chosen to stand at leehethe heg rairafto transgress Hishib Laws and motint
aize the moment he should tik iriirlcourse that would in time lead to it bothoikgod would take him away va ifbecause to sunnerbufler a wicked maninza Ulorbioror
occupy that position would be to 4 utetite
lowilow as it were the founfountaintahltahi to ahebhehi become corrupted which is bomelbogetyBo mety 0000he will never permit and rb don
will he not buffersuffer it because40 ei
not the work of joseph bb
not the work of brigham Yonn khoihothohe
of john taylor it is aborfor
the work otof man but 0of berehereve
almighty and it Is his budr so
to see that the men who aay
this position are men after t
heart men that will

from him and
carry out the bamesame according to tar
counsels of his will you
pend that he will see to it
nothing upon this headhilad edreiedre
you will have no reason to finck
or to rise upop in judgmentlodgment abayprerie eident taylor or daadea EL

presidenterePreeident young or upon the ft be
phet joseph smith or ulbaaixa inch
twelve apostles we have nonoianorg
morfeo up in judgment
president of the stake or upon bly17

bibishopchop or upon the ter I1

any shape or form unless we caadca cht1
so agreeably to the laws of at
church it they decide alwainalmainagagain ilaela
inasmuch as god has confertellferreliyuinruin
keys of this priesthood upon teplePleo0
and thlethe kingdom is here W

11 in
authority Is herbandhere and the prieE

to W
ia13 heroherc and the organization tOtf 8 on e

kingdom of god is here andiandl thorit
much as the deodecdecisionlAlon is noachroach once

rendered agreeably to the lavitlavai he I1
commandments of god thuthen

speeepeep

would be our bounden duty tohtoito ha
bly submit and to bow to it andian
knowledge it youyon or I1 might tiathi
it hard and possibly feel that itebeitthe EF
unjust but asaa it would be im
bleoie totomakemake it otherwise we naemae 91

submit nhatwhat saysanysanyaanysaaasaaysnys one tsvj
mmittoto nn doci sionaion WooPno ireaereserebewho saysgays it laIs unjust youarouayou a of
baysay it is but twelve high coundos t
orsora and ththea presidency of the stattetesay it Is justfust and in tn C
ourout idea otof the olof the dearle
cealon we put our judgment galugaiuagaId sougou
that of fifteen disinterested
who then is to decide on the fi
of the casecabe they not me
is my business to
and yield to it there Isiff bogmir ma supervisory authority lain the stags
presidency and they may exeremer dking
toin somebome degree the pok
for unto them is given vomer z
the lassoflawsjaws of god to forgivesorforgive jar thethi

blusbins yoye remit ahw refok fo
minued unto therathe and iodlodgod
sinsbina yo letainletwin they are rssres idel
president taylor holds the thefttopi itha
that authority toin this church h oco
may appeal then to the
of the church and they majill
quire into the justice or
the decision and beeeee if the wdoad go
entitled to a rehearing but if

decision of the high council ebbsshi
be confirmed then you havel

other appeal on earth anuandandochepheghe i

godgodhanhabhas given to us the brosiO ther
latiiatilatitudetude peacefully to defend

I1 rights agreeable to
anandd righteous laws he peraperm lipke 0
firstirst to be tried by the bishop 0a full
hishia counselors and even
we have the opportunity tocoloatoloaioalOaa
our difficulties amicably at
going to a trial or if we
settle it amicably among onni daa
we are permitted to calicail 10etin
teacher to assist usua it 0
reconciled to one another SOgaff

that cannot be done we
bring the matter beforetoeboeetore
to be formally tried if we int
reason to lbellevebelieve the
unjust we have the right of
appeal our case to the high 0
and then if the first eople

decide there may be a reierreherre
teging jusiusisobo thathatt the lord hwhas given

us every possible chance blisheltu 6

dacate our rightstights peawleweNE

ouroun causes and 1ial no I1

our standing toin the chur ildifa
wilwll11

man isi asked to bow to unripei
nessilen but to say that the aabobeS
rendered by the chopBahopshopa ji

dighhigh council is an unjust dpe
1

is to 8sayny one of two things riciaky os
that these men from three to

i g
teen of them every one of og

lypa
should thetha of the hivesolvespossess spirit rneine
pel and the inspiration of ny
mighty and is quite saas I110 iiaila15 litunderstand such circumstancecircumstanca coneon
the litigants are all in eng0 J

lack J judgment or thalthat they a

fully wicked and unjust 0
individualsto and he a party to sw

kisMIS
alone is right da rnthe moment a man saysgay bewhewfie aa0 w
not submit to legally constituted

of thetue chchoice whetzel ttoito
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