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THERE hae, perhaps, never been &
period in tbe history of the Chureh
when the delusive spirits ;that ars
abroad in the world, deceiving the

It is not my businesa nor that {of
any otherindividual to riseup as a
revelator, a8 a prophet, as a seer, as
&0 Ingpired man, to give revelation
for the guidance of the Ckurch, or to
assume to dictate to the Eraaldlng
authorities of the Church in any
patt of the world, much
less in the midst of Zion, where the
organizations of the Priesthood are
asbont perfect, where everything is
complete even to the organization of
a branch, It is the right of indivi-
duals to be inepired and to receive
manifestations of the Holy Bpirit
for thelr personal guldance, to

children of men, were more active
than they are and have been for the
last few years. I have nevex, in
my recollection heard of sc many
pretended prophets and revelations,
special messages, missicns and man.
ifestations to vartous individuale, as
have csme to my notice within the
Inst faw months or perhaps years.
Bome claim that they are in constant
communication with angels, others
‘that they jhave recefved a direct
command from God to accomplish a
certain mission, others claim to he
Christ, and therefore assume the
right to dictate and direct the labors
of the Presidency snd Twelve, and
undertake to correct ond sei them
rightiand to ehow them wherein
they lack inspiration, etc., and
wherein it js neceszery that a strong
arm ghould be raised wup in order to
steady the ark of Zion. There has
been a great deal of this kind of spi-
rit manifested of jate amongz men
that are and have been in ths
Church for years; and Dot only
suchy but by men who never have
been members and who have mo
knowledge of the characier of this
Iatter-day work, Messagesfrom the
aglrit world, communications from
the departed through medioms,
people that permit themselves to be
used for this purpose by lying =nd
delusive epirits.

It has pometimes been sorrowfal
to see respecited membera of the
Church, men who ehouid know het-
ter, allow themaselvea to become the
Ioo’la of seductive spirits. Buch men
seem, fox the time at lenst, to loze
sight of the tact that the Liord haw
established on earth the Priesthood
in its fulness; and that by direet
revelation and commandment from
heaven; that He has instituted an
order or government that iz beyond
the capacity, and that is smperior to
the wisdom and learning and under-
standing of man, so far, indeed, that
it eeems impossible for the human
mind, unsided by the Bpirit of God,

to comprehend the beauties, pow-
ers, and character of the Holy
Priesthood. It seems difficult for

men to comprehend the workings of
the Prieathood; its legitimete antho-
rity, its scope and power; and yet
by the light of the spirit it is easily
comprehended, but not understand-
ing it men are emsily deceived by
seductive spirits that are sbroad in
the world. They are led to believe
that something is wrong, and the
next thing that transpiree, they find
thempselves believing that they are
chosen specially to set thipgs right.
It iz very unfortunate for a mun to
be taken in this anare; for be it un.
deratood by the Latter-day Baints
that as long as the servants of God
are living pure lives, are honoring
the Priesthood conferred upon them,
and endeavoring to the best of their
knowledge to magnify their offices
and callings, ito which they have
been duly chosen by the voice of
the people and the Priesthood, and
sanctioned by the approval of God,
80 long as the Lord any Com-
municatisn to make to the children
of men, or any instructipng to im-
part to His Chuarch, He will make
sech communication through the
Jegally appointed chanpel of the
Priesthood; He will never go ont-
side of it; s long, at least, as the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Baints exists in its present form
on the earth. i
The Church of God has been or.
ganized, the Kingdom of Gogd has
been established, and the Gospel
"as beer, restored to the earth for
Eh ~ last time} and this work which
5 1 \itly begon will never cease,
ﬁm‘l continue to spread abroad
and incr, 8% in the earth, and gath.
ar to its fos. 1 the righteous, the hon-
b the meek and the poor
est, the pure, 2 :
&f the earth, m‘IEﬁ' the Ekingdom”
ghall be exajted « 0 power and glory
fn the midst of th.® _warld; and if
will feig,n ‘trlumphah t wl}en Baby-
Jon will be broken to PieCes, and
i1 fall to rise no Wwore. These are
&g promises that have been made
to us. This fact 1s indicated 1y the
revelations of God to man fhreugh
anclent and modern prophafs, Rnd
through angels that have' visite

strengthen thelr faitb, and to en-

conrage them in works of righteous-
negs, In being falthfol and -observ.
ing and keeping the commandments
which God has given unto them; It
is the privilege of every man and

woman to recelve revelation to this

end, bot not foarther. The moment

an individual riges np assuming the
tight to control and to dictate, or to
elt in judgment on his brethren, es-
pecialiy mpen those who preside, he

should be promptly ehecked, or dis-

cord, division and confusion would

be the result. Every man and wo--
man in this Church should know
better than to yield to such a epirit;
the moment that such a feeling pre-
santa ltself to them they shouid re.
buke jt, as it is in direct antagonism
o the order of the Priesthoad, and
tothe epirit and genfus of this work,

We can accept nothing- as suthori-

tative but that which comes d'rectly

through the appointed channel, the
constituted organizations of the
Priesthood,which is thechannei that
God has ‘sppoluted through which
to make known His mind and will
tothe world. It was necessary prior
to the organization of this Church,
that God should gelect from the in-
habitants of the earth some person
through whom to reveal His will to
mankind; snd it pleazed Him to
select for this purpoee the youthfaol
and untotored boy Joseph Bmith,as
David of old was Hia choice, but as
there was no Priesthood om the
earth when Joceph was. called, le-
gally constituted by the sauthorlty
of heaven to officiate in the
name of the Lord, It was necemsary
therefore that some one should be
selected a3 the first Elder for the be:
ginning of this work, for there had
to be a beginning, and he was the

themselves open tothe sedoctive
Influences of Batan, and render
themeelvealiable to become servants
of the devil; they lcss sight of the
troe order throngh which the bless-
ings of the Priezthcod are to be en-
Joyed; they atep outeide of the pale
of the Kingdom of God, and are
cn dangerous ground. Whenever
you eee A man rise up clalming to
have received direct revelation from
the Lord te the Church, independ-
ent of the order and chaunel of the
Priesthood, yoo roay set him down
a8 an impostor. God has not called
you to go oot to the world to be
taught, or t6 recelve revelations
through apostates or atrangers; but
He has calied and ordalned you and
gent you forth to teachand lead peo-
ple In the pathe of righteousness an
salvation.

It is the duty, therefore, of every
Latler-day Salnt to sesk for the
spirit of truth, and to deeire with
fall purpose of heart, and reek dili-
gently for the gitts of wiasdom and
understanding that will Jead and
guide Into all truth, that will enable
us tp comprehend the purposes of
God, and this most perfect, most
hafmenious organization which God
has inetituted by Hie own wisdom
in theze last days for the gathering
sf Ierael and for the commuanication
of -all His purposer as made known
through His servants the Propheta,
Men may become dizsatisfied one
with anuvtber, they may become
diestistied towsrds the Prealdency,
the Quornm of the Tweive, or
cthers, and may say in their huarts,
“I do not like euch an one; I
do not believe he Is as good as he
should be, he has too many faults
and weaknetsea and, therefore, I

Bmith and others are the only mem-
bers of the Church In good stand-
ing, and they areall at variance
with oach other. If I were to raise
my hand agalnat my Blshop, against
the Twelve or the First Presidency,
because [did not like them, that
moment [ should place myself in
the position that these mer now oc=
cupy, and that scores of othera who
bave passed away have occupled,
and #say: “The Church has aposta-
tized, Joreph Bmith 'and Brigham

Youong, and John Taylor, have
apoatatized, bot am firm
in the f{falth; all the people

have gone astray becanse they wiil
not acknowledge me? There is
where the man 18 who rebals against
 tha anthority of the Prieathood, and
at the eame time endeavors to hold
on to the faith. Never is there bot
one appointed at a time to hold the
keys of the kingdom of God pertain-
ing to the earth, While Christ re-
maioed on the earth He held them}
but when He departed He commit-
ted them to Peter, he being the
President or Chief of the Apostles:
and it was his right to direct and to
receive revelation for the Chur
and to give connsel to all the brefit-
ren, After Batan and wicked m®n
had prevailed against the Chuarch,
cructfied the Savior and kiiled the
A postles, the keys of the kingdo
were taken from the earth. Joliy
the Revelator describes it most
clearly. And from that time ontil
Jozeph Bmith was called by the
volce of the Almighty, and ordained
to hold those keys,nc man held
them upon the earth that we know
of. Ikis truethe liord did sppoint
other Twelve upon thiz continent,
and His Chureh flourished and pros-

cannot and will not ackno wledge his
anathority, as I have not faith in the
man.”’ Doubtless there are those,too
many perhaps, who feel that way,
but the tronble is, and that is the
worzat of it, jost because tbey have
become diseatiefied with the indi-
viduaal and. harbored feelings of bit-
ternese in their hearts against thelr
brethren, they loose sight of the
designs of the Almighty; they tarn
agalnet the authority of the Holy
Priexthood; and through their blind-
ness allow themselves to be Jed as-
tray,and at last turn- away from the

Chureh,
Now how shonld it be? I will tell

one foreordained for the position
which he occupfed and fHiled. After
calling and setting him apart for
the work of introducing and estab-
lishing this Gospe) of the Kingdom,
the Lord of course recognized him
as His moathplece, as His author-
1zed agent, if you pleace, and it
‘would be absolutely inconsistent,un.
reasonable and absurd to sappose
thay after God had called one man
and appointed him to this work,that
He ghould pass him by and go to
somebody elee to accomplish the
same purpose. No sensible person
would accept for one moment such
a proposition. To seriously contem-
plate any such idea would bs chargs
ing the Almighty with inconsisten.
¢y, and with being the author of
confusion, diecord and sciem. The
Kingdom of God mnever could be
established on earith in any such

way.

Through Joseph then the Lord
revealed himeelf to the world, and
through him He chose the first
Elders of the Church—men who
were honest in their hearts:
men whom He Eknew
receive the word and labor
in connection with Joseph in this
great and important undertaking;
and all that have bosn ordained to
the Priesthood, and all that have
been appointed to any poaition what-
ever In thiz. Church, have recsived
their authority and commission
throngh this channel, appointed of
God, with Joeeph at the head. This
is the order, and it could not be
otherwise. God will not raise up
another prophet and znother peopie
to do the work that we have been
appoluted to do. He will never ig.
nore those who have gicod firm and
trae from the commencement, as it
werp, of this work, and who are still
firm and faiihfo], inasmuch as they
continue faithfal to the!r trust,
There ia no gquestion in my mind of
their ever proving t{hemselves un.
faithful, as a body; for ir any of
them were 10 become nmworthy in
His #ight, He would remove them
out of their place and czll others
from the ra; to fill their positions,
And thus His Priesthood will ever
be fonnd to be compozed of the
right men for the place, of men
whose backs will be fitted for the
burden, men through whom He can
work and regulate the affairs of Higs
Church according to the counsels of
His'own will. And the moment

d
the earth in tnis dispeneation'o! "h?J
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that individuals look . to apy other

woulci'

you. In the first place every per.

son should know that the Gospel {e

true, as this is every one’a privilege

who 8 baptized and recelves the

Holy Ghost, A man may be grisv-

ed In his feelings because of some
personsality between him and Presl-
dent Taylor, or Cannon or myself;
he may have feelings In his hesri
which lead him to think that he
could not sustain us in his faith and
prayere; but if this shonld be the
caze, what is the course for him to
pursue? He should say In his heart,
#*God has established His Kiogdom,
and His Priesthood is apen the
earth; and not withstanding my dis.
like for certain men, I Enow that
the Gospel I3 troe and that God is
with His people; and thatif I will
do my duty and keep His command-
ments, the clouds will roll by and
and the mists will disappesr, the
epiritof the Liord will come mote
fully to my relief and by and by I
will be shle to see,—if I am in error,
wherein I erred, and then I will re.
pent of it, for I know that every
wrong thing will yet be maderight,”
1 think all men should feelthat way.
A rosn may not have confidence in
his Bishop or in one or both of his
Counselors; circumstances might be
such that accordfng tohisjudgment
the Biehop or his Counselors might
be In the wrong, and his confidence
In them, whether right or wrong,
wouald therefore be destroyed; but
becauee he msy feel so, would 1t be
right or ‘consistert In him as an El-
der in Israc), to set himeelf up as
the judge of the Bishop or his Coun-
selors and the whole Church? If
cne were to get in a position of thia
kind he would be like some others I
have heard of, John and David
Whitmer, for inatance, two of the
three witnesses to the ﬁ:mk of Mor-
man, and Wm. E, MeClellan, and
Wiiliam 8mith, two of the Twelve
Apostles, some of whom are still
living, and many others, both llving
and dead. Do you think you conld
convince those of thisclass that they
had apostatized from the Church?
No; these men are firmly eonvineed
-in their own minds that they never
8postatized. They stoutly and indig-
nantly deny that they ever apostatiz.
ed or turned awsy from the Church,
but eay thst Jeseph Smith and
the Twelve A.posties apostatized,and
all the Chureh had spostatized and
become very wicked, and that God

bas out the Churoh off, but ¢hat
Brother David Whitmer and Broth-

tourge, that woment they throw

o Wuw. E, MoClellan, Williag

red in this land for many years;
glelt. the Lord deciared that Peter,
James and John, and the Twelve

Lis piace. I teetlfy fn th
Israel’s God that He will not pyg,, ¢
the head of the Church, him why
He has choten to standat the, i
to transgress His" Laws and -, i
tize; the moment he should pre
course that wouid in time lead lalf he
God wonld take him away, Wy alf
Because tosuffer a wicked mg, 10!
occapy that position, would pey, 2 pie
low, as it were, the fountain t, by she
come corrupted, which is BOTethy, et
He will never permit. Ang W)y (OL
will he not snffer 1{? Becausy; hJ te!
not the work of Joseph Smith By b,

© name g e

not the work of Brigham Younp yhe

of John Taylor. It {8 gfor

the work of man but of gve *
Almighty; and it 18 His busjgy 80

tosee that the men who ay
this pesition are men after Hiagpt !
heart, men that will receln gheo!
structions from Him, and thajypn

carry out the same according oyt
counsels of His will. You mpw
pend that He will see to it, andgnst
nothing upon this head. Hydre
¥ou wiil have no reason to fAndgdec
or to rse op in jadgment yma)
President Tsylor or P B
President Young, or upon thef be
phet Joseph Bmith, or wupenjuol
Twelve Apostles. We have m,e;ces
torise np in judgment upon @€
Pirecident of the Biake, or upop
Bishop, or wpen the Priesth
&ny shepe or form, Un'ess We
s0 agreezbly to the laws of

Church, It they decidea -
inasmuch as God has conferrefgit ™
keys of this Priesthood upcn bl ©
and the kingdom is here, syt 5™
anthority is here,and the Prieg'©

ia here, and the organizationg?® °‘§*
kingdom of God is here—an ';bore

much as the decision is reach mi]::a

rendered agreeably to the Ia spee
commandments of God, the " *
would be onr bounden duty totm —

that walked with Him at Jerusalem
held the Presidency over them. God
may reveal himeelf to different ns—

tlons, and establish among them

the same Gospe! and ordinances as

He did anciently, if neceesity ve-
quire, but if these nations should be
joined together there would be one
head, and all the rest wonld be sub-
ordinate. 8o that from the time
that the Xkeys of this Priesthood
were taken from the earth,until
they were received by Joeeph
8mith, no DAL ever  pos-
eessed that Priesthood, nor the
keys thereof, with suthority to
bulld up the Zion of God and pre-
para a church or psople for the sec-
ond coming of Chrizt, “as a bride is
adorned for the bridegroom;” unjesa
it maay have been among the lost
tribee, yot of this we have no know-
ledge, but If so they would receive
thoee keys necessary to administer

in the ordinances of the Gospel for
their salvation. We know not of
thelr existence or the condition in
which they are placed. The Gospel
that s  glven to them is suited to
their needs and condition, and is
for their salvation, not ours, and
yet it will be the same Gospel. And
(Qod will not call one from them to
give to us the Priesthood, or to give
to us keys and blessings, or to point
out the organizatlon of the Kingdom
of God, beoause He has established
thiat Priesthood here, and we have
it, If He has any communlcation
to make to ua He wlll send his mes.
sengers tous, And in this way He
will deliver His Iaw and give His
mind and will to the people. He
will do it throu%l; the ordailned
chapnels of the iesthood which
He acknowledges and which He
has established in the earth. He
will go no where elee to do it,
neither will He send us to them
unless they should be withont the
Priesthood and it becomes neces-
pary to take the blessings of the
Gospel to them, and I presume that
will be the case,

When Joseph received the keys
of the Priesthood he alone
on the earth held them;
that is, he was the flrst, he stood at
the head. It was promised that he
should not Jose them or be removed
out of hia place, so long as he was
faithfal. And be was falthful. When
he di2d President Young was
chozen by the voloe of the peapls,
and sanctioned hy the voice of God.
He held the Priesthood which was
after the order of the Scn of Qod,
with the keys whieh pertaln to the
presideney of that Priesthood apon
earth. He received it from the
hands of Jozeph, directly from him
or by his authority; and he held it
antidl his death. When he died
that mantle fell upon John Tsylor,
and while he lives he will hold thay
authority inasmuch as heis faithiful,
Bo it was with President Brigham
Young, he held it on condition or
his faithfulness, If any man In
that pesition should becomeunfaith-

{ul, God would zemaove bim cak of

bly submit, and to bow to it aadiN A Jf
knowledge it. Yoo or I might thi

it hard, and possibly fee] that i{she It
unjust, bnt as it would be immnce
ble to make it otherwise, weme 9t
submlis. “What,’says one,

mis to an unjust decislon? No,Bresc
Who says it is upjust? You a of
gry it is; but twelve Hieh Conpdgy (
ors and the Presidencyof the Siaky e
say it 18 fusf, and in holding fp (
our ides of the unjustness of the day e
olaicn, we put our judgment ngaigm.
that of fifteen disinferested mayoss
Who then is todecide on the Justig
of the case? They, not me; andlyve
in my bubiness to acknowiedgeling
and yleld to it. There is, howewmjr ..
& supervisory authority in the F‘r;gs
Presidency; and they may exersking
1n some degree the pard 4
for unto them is given powet
the Isws of God to forgive. ©
soever sins yeo remit, th
mitted unto them, and w
8ine ye retain, they are r

President Taylor holds the h
that agthority in this Churd 00
may appeal then to the Pr n.

of the Church, and the Llldre
quire into the justice or iuj pe

the decision and see if the KO
entitled to a rebearing. Butillcnfs

decision of the High Council et

be confirmed, then you hami
other appeal on earth, And%he &
God has given to uy the brNOlhey
latitude peacefolly to defend culflans
dividual rights, agreeable fo fitler
and righteous !aws. He permie ¢
first to be tried by the Fishspe foli
his Counselors; and even beforelitn i
we bave the opportunity tosilla.
our difficulties amicably wil
going to a trial; or if we afung,
settle it amicably among oumedel i
we are permitted to call neetin,
Teacher to assist us A possiblesl.
reconciled to one another; ax
that cannot be done we uziel
bring the matter before theSus:rot
to be formally tried, Lf welr® ini,

reason to believe the dectsionl«-Dou
unjust, we have the righti of
appes] our case to the High Carecte
and then, if the First Presida’le
decide, there may be a re. -
B0 that the Lord has given ish

us every possible chanoe #&" i\?.
dicate our tighta, o |
our  causes,  and o

eur gtanding in the Chur
man is asked to bow to un
ness; but to say that the
rendered by the Bishop’s
High Councll is an nnjust
is to say one of two things T
that these men, from three i
teen of them, every one of el
should possess the spirit of the P
pel, and the inepiration of th® $aoy
mighty, and is quite ay likef S
understand such clroomstan o,
the HMtigants, are all in emd ®i
lack judgment, or that theyar B
fully wicked and unjust, wm:mhl\ft-
individual, and he a party fo 605
alone iz right. . b T,
The moment s man says BES, -
not embmit to legally consituted
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