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THE DESERET WEEELY.
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Utah, reiurned yesterday from Den-
mrark, where he has been laboring as
a missjonary for the past fifteen
months. Elder Christenson was presi-
dent of the Aalbolg conference and re-
ports 1t as being in splen-
did condition. His comling home at
this time was ocecasloned by {he news
of the sickness of his wife, Mary H.
Chrlstenson, who dled recéntly of ap-
pendlcitis. Elder Christenson was en
route for home when the sad news
réached him. He will have the sympa-
thy of the entire community in his sad

bereavementd.
* ®

pudenge for you to appear in this nine-
teenth ecentury on the streets of Lin-
caln.' 'T'll tell you who these people
are,’f he added. Then he began to talk
in an excletd manner to the peoplé
round him, telling them that men and
women had been murdered In Salt Lake
City; that girls lvad been dragged away
from their homes in England and forced
to become the wives of Mormons. When
Mr. Parkin had done speaking he calied
upon Mrs. Camphell to bear testimony
to the manner in whlch women were
treated in Utah State. Mrs. Campbell,
who i= a tall, dellcate, refined-jooking
woman, with a Burne-Jones face, In a

Elder Jacob Schulthess, of the First|few words spoke of the life which her

ward, thils elty. called on the "“News" !
Saturday, baving Jjuat returned from
the Swlss mission. He left home on
the 6th of June, 1896, and reports hav-
ing enjoyed hls mlssion very much.
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Elder J.H.Brinton of Big Cottonwood,
returned today from a misslon to tae
Sandwich islands. He left home May
26, 1896, and has labored while abgent
on the plantatlon, on the (sland of
Oahu. He reports things there |n a
very thrifty conditlon and says thzy
have just completed a large pumping
plant with three arteslan wells supply-
ing sufficlent water for 360 acres. ISlder
Brinton wvislted Maui and other placas
while on the island, and enjoyed his
.labors very much. He also saw the
famous volcanoes and made a ‘trip to a
coffee plantation. He says there are
about 300 Church members on the Is-
Jand of Oahu, and all are living their
rellgion. Elder Brinton had good health
arnd {s pleased to be home agaln.

FUOOD FOR REFLECTION.

The Lincoln Leader some time agol

contalned the following report of a
street meeting, held by Mormon Elders
in that eity. It containsg much that
should give minlsters In other countries
tfood for reflectlon:

“About two yvears ago some Mormon
misslonaries visited labcoln, and con-
ducted services in the streets, meeting
with a certaln amount of success.
Obeying orders from headquarters, they
were called away to undertake work in
another part of the country, and since
then the few followers they gathered
round them had been left to themaelves,,

although a few famllies left England |

for Utah. Recently, however, two of]
the Elders, who had been laboring in
Nottingham, were directed to proceed
to Lincoln, and they arrived in the elty
about a fortnlght ago. The Elders are
Stephen Parkin and Chester F. Camp-
hell {(who is accompanied by his wife).
They have held meetings |n St. Bene-
dictesquare, Mint-street, 8St, Mark-
square, and other convenient public
plaves in the city. Until Monday last
they had held thelr meetings peacefully

sex live among the Mormons. She told
them the tales they had ‘*heard of
the murder and ill-treatment of
women and girls were utterly false. N3
where In the world would they find
girls more virtuous and chaste. From
thelr early childhood they were taught
& believe that lmmorality was a sin
only second to that of murder. The
glrls and women were perfectly happy:
and they lived under much brighter
and happler cenditlons than many of
+the women she had seen in other stales.
Apparently silenced on the question,the

the speaker and began to guestion
them respecting certain passages in the
“Book of Mormon,” He declared that
fhe had a copy of the book thirty years
ago, but he had left it at Stanton.
Quoting from memory he asked the
apeakers hether that baook did not
state that Adam was their father and
god, and that Adam bad more than one
wife? In a very exeited manner he
proceeded to ask numerous other ques-
tions whieh were by no means of an in-
tellizible nature. He loudly demanded
proof for this! and an answer to that!
but carefully glving no time for reply.
When the reverend gentleman was
obliged to stop for want of breath, Mr.
Parkin replied tbhak his questioner had
traveled from Genesis to Revelation
and that it was impossible to answerhis
questions all at once. Then the vicar
broke In again and amid ecries of “Go
it Bllly!"” "Glve i ‘'em!” “Rub it in!™
he entered on another long string of
questions, ending by expressthg hls
pleasure at having an opportunity of
upholding the truth. “Ho long will you
ba here?" he demanded of the Elders.
‘“‘About two years,” was the reply.
“I'N fetch my bood from Stainton,” he
prove what I say” said he. "Bverybody
knows me, the vicar of Stainton,” he
conilnued amid loud laughter and crlea
of *Don't we Billy ?' The reverend gen-
tleman again proceeded ito tackle the
Mormons. The Elders stood the had-
gerlng with a good temper and forti-
<ude that showed them to immense ad-
vantage over their raving opponemnt,
who was evidently endeavoring to stir

and quietly. Probably most people who
heard them would not be able to dls-
tingulsh them from memhers of any of
the Evangelleal churches. Had they not
owned themselves to be Mormons, the
disgraceful scene which occurred in St
Mark's-square on Monday night would
never have taken place. The nolsy
erowd, among whom were a number of
drusken men, whieh gathered round
the preachers would never have col-
lected together but for the intervention
of the Rev, W. ¥l. Osborne, the ever-
present viear of Stainton. While one of
the Fldeis was speaking, this clergy-
man of the Church of England stepped
up to Mrs, Campbell and asked who bhe
smeakers were. He was told that they
came from the states, and were Elders
of the Chureh of the Latter-day
Saipts.” ‘Mormone? sald he. "We are
somellmes called Mgrmons,” replled the
lady, Here was an opportunity dear to
the heart of this doughty champion of
+ the Churéh”of England. Ralsing hls

up ithe crowd agalnst them. However
erronsous thelr oplnion may be ocon-
sldered on some mabters, the Mormons
cetlamly showed a calmness of de-
meanor under the most trying cireum-
stances which spoke well for the sincer-
ity of their faith, Of course to attempt
to answer the Rev. W. . Osbarne
was worse than useless, and the mis-

peace. They eventually w
way out of the crowd and
tre::idamvl‘d the jeers and
crowd. "hat @ glorlous vietory for the
Rev. W. H. Osborne, of Queen's Col-
Itege.lBll;jminigham. and vicar of Stain-
om, in the diccese of Lincoln! Ma

bishop be proud of Rim! e

Perhaps, writes

orked their
beat a re-
groans of the

a. correspondent,
more misconcéption and ignorance ex-
fsts than the "Latter-day Saints.”
“Mormons” !s a nickname, derived
from their bellet in the “Book of Mor-
‘mon,"” which - they.regard. somewhat in

woice, he shouted: ‘It’s a piece of Im-

the light of a second Bible. Many

Hev. W. H. Osborne then stepped up to,

l

there is no rellgious body about which’

people seem to suppose that Mormons
have only one idea; that the one end
and alm of their existence is to preach
and practice polygamy. Such an idea
is as Incorrect and narrow as 1t would
be to state that the whole and only
purpose of Christtanity 1s to malntain
monogamy. Of course to the unthink-
ing orthadox mind, the idea that any
religion should have at any tlme coun-
tenanced or enforced polygamy, ia
more than sufficient to condemn the
rest of Ita creed unheard. Thiz has
very largely been the attitude of Bng-
lish people towards the dwellers In
Salt T.ake City. Nobody in England
will seriously undertake to defend plu-
rallty of marriages any more than
they uphold prostitutlon. But while
people are 80 willing to condemn those
who believe |n the one, it must not be
forgotten that as a nation we are most.
apathetically gullty ooncerning “the
other. Looking at the past and present
condttion and position of Mormon wo-
men, the general health and strict
| morality whieh has existed in the State
of Utah, there can be 1ittle to choose
between the lot of the Mormon wife
and that of thousands of marrled wo~
men in England. If anything. the po-
sition of the Mormon wom#an has been
far better and far happler. 8he Is
jooked up to and respected in a way
that our English women do not under-
stand, while her general intellizence
and capaclty for undertaking the full
duties ol citlzenship 1s testified by her
having the vote. If agalnst these we, °
; place that awful, endiess and increas- -
ing army of degraded British women,
who, by the sln of men, have mad

i their bodles the merchandise of lJust}
those thousands of England's pure
| daughters whom we sacrifice every.
year to falsely maintaln the Christian.
Idea of marriage; If we throw these -
‘Into the scale against the Mormon .
Ideal, on which side will the balance
strike? Legalized polygamy I8 at least
as moral as unlicensed prostitution!
Seven years ago +the United States
leglslature intervened and prohiblted;
plural marriages. Why palins, penals
tles and imprisonments were not simls
lary put upon the iibertlne we are nof
told, After a struggle the Mormons:
gave up polygamy, In obedience to the
s command of thelr Prophet. It has beerr;
"stated that they have only done so out; .
wardly. Sueh a statement can only
he made by those who are in entire 1g=
norance of Mormon ideas. One of their
firet laws s obedlence to all kings:
1pr‘inceea. and governors., In support
,this they furnished a regiment vy
' hundred strong to assist the states im
the Mexlcan war. At the word of their"
Prophet they have loyally adhered to
the state decree agalinst polygamy.

There is little In this creed of theird
which wlit be questloned by the ortho-
dox. Where It is found to vary from;

ithat held by other churches, may he-
1explalned in a word. They beHve lg,
the llteral interpretation of Scriptures._;
Hence, the promises of healing the sickr
\ speakling in divers tongues, descent of
the Holy Ghost and prophecy they hold:

slonaries were wise in holding thelrl to ve'possible today as ever. But theim

interpretation goes heyond mere belief’_;n;.-
it leads them to carry their rel{zion out:
of the narrow sphere of private life inio
| the whole system of social relationy
ships and state government. Briefiy,
they may be described as Christian
communists. They believe that one g_t
the first duties incumbent upon themadas
to promote the best possible conditlonis
under which thelr people should llve'
Under individualism, which must neces-
sarlly create selfishness and Jealousy,
they consider {t would be impossible o
secure the needs they desire. Salt Lake
City s probmbly one of the best gove
erned and most prosperous towns.in the



