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LETTER FROM NEW ZEALAND.

PALMERSTON NORTH, New Zealand,
Sept. 6th, 1892.— At this eeason of the
year, our friends in Zion usually peek
culd mountain retreate, and, while
muny are rusticatiog on the hills en-
joying their midaummer holldays, the
people of the Southern hemisphere
are prolecting themselves against the
storms of winter. Boomers assure us
that, in New Zealand, “‘there are no
extremes of heat and cold, as com-
pared with other countries.”” Certuin-
ly, the foreste are ever green, cattle
graze o0 the hiile or in the pastures all
the year round, lowera bloom in tbe
gardene, and (rosta aré not pevere
enough to destroy vegetables. But
this does npol make it & paradise,
Raln, rain, rain is the order of the day,
and s Mormen misslopary has
many oppuitunities of testiog ite
searching qualities.  After facing a
‘*longn,” or cold south wind and rain
storm all day, we are convinced that
the cold frosty breezas of ‘“‘our moun-
taln home?’ are preferuble. Thedamp,
cold atmosphere is chilllng und dis«-
greeable as compared with our bracing
and invigorating northern winds.

We are looking forward to an early
epring, and farmers are commencing
to plow and put in crope.

The work of the Lord is st!ll pro-
gressing lo this part of His vineyard,
though it 1s pripneipally among the
Mnoris. We have a good brancb of
the Cburch at Rotoatane, near Pal
merston North, and aleo s number of
Eurvpean members in the vielnity.
We have held a number of cotisge
meetinge recently, and our con-
gregntions have been quite interested.
Of couree, we do not meet with the op-,
position or ill-ussge which our Elders
experience in sume countries, hut still
the enemy {8 alert, and setriving to
ocounteract the work.

An Epilecopal minister ventured to
attend one of vur Maorl mee ingea few
weeks ago, and listened atientively
while the Klders explained the prinei-
pleauf life and ualvation. At the close
of the meeting, be asked the privilege
of addressing the Mauaori’s, which was

" readily grusted. He endeavored to
controverl our doctrines, burour Maori
hrethren svon took the matter In huad,
nnd dlscussed the prineciples of Lhe
Gospel with him, and svon ¢onlfounded
him by presenting the truth, with
serlptural  proofs. He war glad
to retire ronplussed, carrying
with him meany testimonfes, as food
ior reflection. The Maorie needed no
heip from the travellng Klders, au
many of them are living compendiuthe.

We often find instances of the old
epirit of intolerance aud bigotry
among those who profess to be minls-
tern of Uhrist, A visit wss paid, &
short time ago, to n lady who had been
investigating our dectriner, and we
were amused to learn that she had
been convinced in a pecullar way that
Mormonjsm was true. An evangeliat
or revival minister had visited the
town, and called at her residence
while making house to houre vlsils.
The reverend geantleman in emooth,
bland tones, aspured the lady that he
whs not proselyting, but wne sceking
pervone who were not church mem-
bers, for ‘‘in beaven there were mup
Catholles, Methodist=, Baptists, etc.”
‘“‘Are there Mormons in heaven??’
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queried hia listener., Al once the
reverend gentleman’ countenance
vhanged as he indigoantly replied,
“Decidedly not, madam;” and then
foliowed the usual abuss of a penple, of
whom he afterwarde uchknowledged he
was ignorant. He convinced the Indy
that he did not peesess the spirit of the
meek and lowly Jesus, and ehe is now
resdy for baptism.

There are a number of small towna
jn the porthern part of Manawatu
district, including Palmersion North,
Fuxton, etc. Palmerston North is the
chief town, and the railroad lines lo
varjous parts of the Juland radiate (rom
thie pojot. The horvagh comprises an
aresn of 4600 acrepr, Bud ia Jajd out in
n Datural level ¢learing. Usually the
oountry is covered with heavy hrueh
nnd timber, and this bhas to be cleared
oft to prepare the land for cultivation,
The brush is rapidly disappearing in
this viginitv, and emall farme nre now
under cultfvation in all direotions,

The town is laid off to good ad-
vantage, a Iarge BQuUare being
reserved in the c¢entrs, saround

which are the matn businees blocks.
It coutains a very enterprising ciass of
ciilzens, and will undouhtedly rank as
one of the foremost inland towne of
New Zealani. ArborDay waeobserved
thie year, and u large number of trees
were planted, which will ten 1 to benu-
tify the town. The chiet industry is
sheep and ocattle ralelng, and publio
auction salee of horses ocour weekly,
A familiar flgure on the streets Is the
Texas cowhoy, as a company bave
located here, and are engaged trainiog
borees and ¢o dugting a livery stabje.
The pojulntion of Prlmerston North ie
abont four thousaud, hut it is rapidly
incsensing.

Foxton Is a emall town situsted on
the Manawatn river. Il puseesses An
excellent wharf, and has fine ghippiog
focillties, as the river will permit
emall steamers and sailing vessels to
enter, which trande regulurly between
Foxton and Welliogion !n the south.
Conpeiderable flax i8 prepared for ship-
ment in tbie vieinity, and there are
msny flax mills constantly at work.

Manawata Gorge has alwnys beenn
point of interest to tourists, Here the
Mapawatu river flowe hetween two

muuntaio ranges—the Tararua end
Rushine. The gorge ia the houndary
line of the two provincial dis

tricte of Wellington and Hawkee Bay,
The pcenery un the Manawatu side ia
very picturesque. Tnersallroad iecin.
structed oo tertuous pide-cuttings; and
at tiinea appenrs to be winding along
the edge of B preclpice. At the bottom
of the yawning obhusm the river may
be seen lowing at one moment Hke a
silvery stream and the next dashing
und breaking over masaive boulders,
Tbe mountains are covered with furest
trees aud dense hrush. An Immense
iand-slide occorred recently which
dostroyed n section of the railroad
tragk, and am our train rushed tbrough
the gorge and over the new=mude rond
it appeares] ar though hairtha Tmouu-
tajn bhad fallen away, -

The Hawkes Bay conference or Hui
wan held at Tamak), pear Danevirke,
on the 8rd and 4th of Beptember. The
Maori “pu,*” or settlement. is situated
in an open flat, Bnd on every side ia
It {5 pitu-
uled near the raflro. d statlon, and on

Thursday, Bept. lst, 8 carriage load of

—

visiting Baints from Manawatu distrigt
alighted from the trajn and receive&
an enthusiestic welcome. The gog.
ference wne held in a large Maorg
whare, 100 feet long. The wlndowg
were drsped with lace curtains, ang
the walla were elshorately decorated
in true Mnorl atyle. Chandelierg were
suspended irom the celling, and,ut one
end, a large stalped-glass duor gpy
mirrore contribuled to lts comfortuhle
sud bome-like uppearance. Large tg.
hles were spread wlith the houniies of
life, and heautifully adorned with large
vazes of flowers.

A Maorl ‘“‘Hui?? may fitly be termed
‘“a feust of fat things.”” No expense g
spared iu providing for the comiort of
all comers, and maDy attend who (g
not regard the religions services an the
most atiractive feature. However
muny outslders are induced to nttepd
by 1his means, and an opportunjty s
furniebed for preachivg the Gospel to
them, and applicatio for b
often follow. *Phinm

On Buturday, Beptemher
Hawkes bay conference was
order by Eider John G. Kelson, preaj.
dent of the distriet. The followip
Elders from Zion were preeent;: Ejderg
W, Dougiass and - ’lP L. Cox o?
Hawkea Bay distriot; Elder Wéal

3I‘d, the
ealled to

ey
{ibaon, from Walrarapa diatrigg
Elders P. P. Thomas gang Mﬁ‘

(Goddurd, from Manuwaty distef
Thereareseven hrauchesin the distrj
and most of these Were reported |p a
goud econdition by the presidents, El-
der Kelsun grevted the Bainte P
pressiug hies pleneure ip me,_.ur']g e
m=ny of the members, ang heartil

welcomed the many visitors from Ma DJ:
awator diatrict, Klders ‘Thomag and
Douglass and several native Riders
aleo addressed words of exncou ragement
tu the people, exhorting them

ot:
ct,

t S
fuloess, A priesthood meeti:?g‘ae:;ln
beld in the evening, nd lostragtious

were given on the duties of th _
ing tbe holy priesthood, 'ﬂueh%l,%t
Bundsy in the month s observed s
tast :ay, and the second day of ogne
ference was, therefore, ap regarded
The Bucrament on such diye i adrgin.
istered during the forenuon meeting
After Bacrament Elder Cox nduresee i
the Baints. and referred to his early
experiences and explained the Arst
principles of the (gospel. In the
afternpon  about ffry Europeans
were present, and the upostacy of the
primitive cbureb und the restoration
of the (Goepel was treated upon by
Elder Goddard. A testimony mesting
was held in the evening. Eider Gibe
son &addressed the people snd after-
wards Baints bore tbeir teatimonies
and the meeting contioued unti] mids
night. The followlng day five pereocus
applied for baptism.

On Tue:rday a ecene neeurred
choracteristic of Mnoridom. A fter
morwng “Karakis,” or praye '#, one
of the rangatiras {or cbtefs}, suggeated
the marriage of &8 young coupie, who
had met fur the first time during con-
ference, Lo olden times children were
often betrothed by their parents, aud
mafrisges were seldom evlemnised
witbout consuiting the whole tribe,
Often a whole day and night s spent
discussing the subject lu order that the
tribe Diay unanimousiy sgree upon
it. On the occasion referred to
]l forencun wasepent in arranging the
union, and though the young ocouple



