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"EDITORIALS.

o
A WICKED AND COREUPT
GENERATION.

AN advertieement was Inserted in a
Chicaygo paper & couple of weeks ago
by o prominent physician, who
wanted an office girl. The dector’s
office thereupon was literally besleg-
ed by applicante, Liadiea of various
ages, many of them well educaled,
were anxious to oblain the position,
and o Jarge number of them hag
been separated from their husbande.
The physiclan remarked to a re-
portlor: *

#Youn don’t know how many wo-
men there Are in this town who are
poparnted from their husbunds; the
number i3 very considerable, aud it
would satonish most people If they
knew how many there zre who

‘either cannot live witk thelr reapec-
tivelife-prrtuers for.divers reasons,
or who find, from & little experience
in wediock. that they prefcr single
blesped ness.”

Now remembaer this is in the mo-
pogamous zud Christian’ cily of
Chicago. If 1t had Leen in *Mox~
mondom,” se-calied, the whole coun-
iry would bave beeu called upon to
look at the nataral fruits of plaral
marriage, The eame unhappy con-
dition exists in other cities, whore
pions inbabitants hold public meet-
inga to take forcible mensures
sgainst marriage relations in Utah
which the women ohdefly interested
have not the lenst desizre to dissolve,
Wby in the world de not these pus.
blind philanthropists oease atralning
their eyes to look st /zucled evils in
Utab, and, wa:zhing .them jin the
waters of common sense, turn thetr
gaze upon the soclal errors and cor-
ruptions which honey comb their own
comund ties?

Anocther story of Chicago lfe,
which s attinoting the attention of
the presa fs  periinent to this ques-
tion. A wretched girl was recently
cunvicted of shooting and killing a
man with whom she had cohabited
and was a brute deserving a worse
fate than that which befel him. 8Bhe

was egentenced (0 A  years
imprisonment.  Ladies interested
themselves Jin her casse and

devised means for her redemption
from the Nfe which she had lead,
one wealthy lady offering hur ahome
where she wonld be treatsd as a
daughter on Ler release from jail.
Fot a time the girl eeemed Inclined
to accept Lthese kind offers, and to be
earnestly bont on lexding a now lfe,
but, after awhile her prineipal bene-
factor found out thai her thoughts
ware wandeting off in other direc-
tions; and this she atributed to the
infamona solieitations which the un-
happ¥ il was incezsantly receiving
duriug her imprisonment, {rom more
or Jess prominent men. “‘Could the
public,’”” pald this Iady to a reporter,
#sgnow of the offers of ovi] which the
gir! has received, and of the visils of
m:n to her fn the county jail, who
discouraged and jeered at every pur-
pose of reform, the good people of
this city would understnud her con-
doct as L do.” Mra, Black, the lady
referred, to says that ¢‘some of these
men are considered wotthy of the re-
spect of the publis, that they nrefa-
tners of families and profesa to be
Qhristians.””

Bear in mind that thiais in Chicago,
and that theze bruies who Just after
the falien ahid besutiful homitideare
#Ohristians,” very likely among the
plons mob whoin the anti-peiygamy
meetings duting the progresa of the
Edmunade bill in Congresa.clamored
and howled for ihe destruction of
the “Mormons,” betaure the latter
marrted wives and did not follow
the Chicagoe'magthod of treating sus-
cepﬂble WDIME N,

The Indiauapdlis feview has the
subjolned parzgiaph which tells the
tale in & fow worda:

¢y hy.ie it almost -impossible for
a depraved women to reform? The
army of profiigete men give berne
chance.. At every elep upwards
ghe is met by lmpertunate tempta-
tlon, Every nvenune of escape is
blscked by man’s sinfal seifishness.
If the woman is-poor and friendlena
theao wolves holl out momney and
spurious’ tendetness toward her,
They do not alwsy® come from the
degraded ranks either; but often

. from the bosom of ihe *bedst soclety.’
'§ -1t they were the kind of paople the
Yworld cuts their influencs wounld
pot be so powerful; bat they are
'g'ell-drossed, fine-mannered wolvea,
with full pockgts and oruel hearts.

‘Whatever victims they can clutch
jn  their merciles wclaws never
agatn escapes.’””

Feo 1l

Another exchange, commenting
on thia recent exhibltion of tho wile
character of reputedly respectable
men, gaye:

*sWe wish we could belleve the
evil confined to Chicago, but, vo-
fortunately, we cannot. There are
libertines in every large pity who
would eserifice the happlness of
another, without a qaalm, to their
base desires. Thia i3 net an evil
with which the Jaw can cope. What
is wanied is the foros of a purified
public opinion.”

Yes and that 1s what wil not
very likely be obtained, just at
preeent. This is an f‘evil and
adulierous generation,” and oni
pharisess the eect of that name of
old In cant and sraug-faced hypocri-
5y. While extreme measuress that
are in themeselves destructive of the
very principles upon which our na-
tlonal institutions and peisonal

liberties are founded, are orged by
the clergy and the prees angainst a
system whiob,if le{f alone, wonld lay
the ax at the root of the tree of
spclal corruption, scolety all eround
the preachers,and writers,and legis-
lators i2 satura‘ed with llcentious-
ness, and only covered over with a
thin veneer of polished make-be.
lteve. A ‘‘purified publio opinton”
will not obtain until the Lord shall
abake mlightily the nations and
swoep tho earth aa with the bezom
of deatruction.

—

STATES’ RIGHTS JUDICIALLY
"~ BUSTAINED.

A DECIBION rendered by the Ru-
premie Courf of tiie United Blates
on she 22d of January, 18 a trinmph
for the champions of Btatea rights,
and a blow againef the advocates of
Federal Sapremeoy over local ap-
thority. The case was that of the
United Btates againat R. G. Harris,
and turned on the question of the
constitutionallty of Bection 5,519 of
the Revised Btatutes, which reads
follows:

“If .two or mole persong in any
Btate or Terrltory consplre, or go in
disgnize on the highway or on the
premiscs of another, for the purpose
of depriving, either directly or indi-
tectly, any person or, class of per-
sons of the equal protection of the
laws, or of eqnal privileges and im-
munities under the laws, or for the
purpose of preventing and hinder-
ing the counstltuted authorlties of
any Blate or Territory from giving
or securlng to all persons within
euch Btale ot Territory the equal
proteotion of the laws, sach of such

persons shall be punished by a fine
of not leas than $300 nor more than
$5,000, or by Imprlsonment, with o
without hsrd labor, not lezs than six
months nor more than six years, or
by both such fine and imprison-
ment.*

The facte In the case are these:
In the yesr 1877 four oltizens o
Tennessee, supposed to be colored
men, ulthough not &0 described in
the record, were arrested by one
Tucker, a deputy sherifl, on war.
rants isaued by a Justice of the
peace and -hsld {0 snswer eer-
tain criminal chaiges, the nature of
which 13 not set forth. While in’
the cnetody of the sherif these
four priconers were attacked by an
armed body of men, of whom the
defendant, Hurrie, was one, and so
severely beateo, woanded aud mal.
treated that P’. M. Wells, of_ their
nurmber, died from the effecls of his
injuries. An indictment waa found
by the gtand jury against Harrls
zud his assoclates of the attacking
party under the sbove section,
charging them with conepliacy to
deprive the four prisonets of the
rignt to due and equal protection of
the laws of Tennessee and of their
right to be protected from violence
while under arrest. The defendants
demurred to the indictment on the
grounds, firat, that offenses created
by that section, are nof comstity.
tionelly within the Jjurisdiction of
the courts of the United Btatea but
are cognizable by the State tribupe
als only; and, second, that sald gec-
tion, in 80 far As it creates offenses
and imposea penalties, 13 in viclation
of the Federal Constitution and an
infringemeni of the rights of the
several Btates and of the people
thereof. The judgesof the Clrcuit
Court, before whom the care was
tried, found themeselves unsble to
agrec a8 to the constitutlonulity of
the section of the revised statutes
above referped to, and certifled the
question (o the Unlted States Su.
preme Court for a declsion.

Justice Woods delivered the opin-

iop, taklng the ground thet every

valld Act of Congress must find in
the Constitution some warrant for
its paspage, then proceeding to cite
fout paragruphs of that inatrument
which are the only ones that can be
supposed to have suy reforence
whatever to the anbject, namely,
Hection Two of Article Four, and the
Thirteenth, Fourteenth and Iif-
teenth Amendments. The lsst
named, he clearly shows, has no ag—
plication because it slmply relates to
the voting rights of c:tizens of the
United Btates, And coacernlng the
Fourteenth Amepdment he argues
that it haa reference to Blate gollon
exclusively, and not to w#ny mclion
of private individuals, The lan-
guage of;the Amendment does not
jeave this subject in doubt, When
the Btate bas besn gullty of no vic-
lation of 18 provisione; when it has
not made’or forced ey iaws abridg-
ing the privileges or immunities of
citizens of the United Btates; when
no one of its depariments has de-
piived any person of life, lberty or
property,witbout due process of law,
ordenied to any person within Ite jur.
jadietion equal protection of the laws;
when, on the ¢contrary, the iawas of
a Btate as enscted. by 1(8 legislative,
construed by its Judicial andedmin-
iatered by its executive departments,
ragognize snd protect toe rights of
all perrons,the Amendment imposes
no duty aad confers- no power on
Congress.

The Jearned Judge goes on togom-
pare eection 5,419 wiith the Four-
teenth Amendwent, znd proves
that while the intter only appiies to
Btates, the former applies bv private
persons, who, no matter how well
the State may have performed its
daty, are made liable to punishment
for conspiring fo deprive anyone of
equal protectjon of the laws enacted
by the Biate. He ressons, there-
fore,that as the section of the Revia-
ed Btatutes under consideration s
directed exclusively against the ag.
tion of private persone, without re-
ference o the laws of the Blate or
their administration by cfficers of
the Stale, it is olexr 1t is not war-
ranted by any ¢isuse in Lthe Fuur-
teenth Amendment &» the Conetl-
tution.

The Thirteentt Amendment ia
next considevad end d!sposed of as
relating only toslavery aud invelnn.
tary servitnde,and not brosd enough
to cover the zection of the Revised
Btatutes uoder considerailon. The
second article of Bectlon Four of the
Constitution the Jastice malntains
refera only to Bfate aetlon, and not
to the doings of individuals, It was
never supposed that it conferred on
Congress wer to enact & law
which wonﬁiapunlsh private cltizens
for mn invasion of rightsof his fel-
low cltizens, conferred by the Btate
of which they were both rezidents,

The decision then ia that section
5,519 of the Revired Statates of the
United Btates is uneonstituticnal,
its enactment was beyond the pow:
ers of Clongress, cud ihat it is there-
fore void. Conesidering that the
case on behalf of the United Hiates
was fully arguzad by the Solicitor
Genersl and that ne one sppeared
for 1he defendant nor for_the Biate
of Tennessee, it s a great trinroph
for the SBtates®rights dod:tineand a
mark of fairness and justice on the
part of the Bupreme Beneh compos-
ed chiefly of republicans.

The object in passing the law now
declared 1nvalid was to enable the
Federal anthoritles in the Boutharn
Statea to take lawless white men,
accused of crimes agsinst the color-
ed peopls, out of the hahds of the
local authoritics and try them and
punizh them by the Federal courts.

The principle ¢stablished by this
important decigion iz that suoh con-
strafat as the Federal power §s au-
thorlzed to exerciee for the main-
tenznca of the olvil rights of citizens
must be exerted upon the Btates
ratber than upon individuals. Up-
lers “a Btate, for example, in-
fringes some of the prohibitlons
sgainat Biate action contained in
the Constitution, there ia no occas
lon for the interference of the gene-
ral Government to pisserve the
perscnal rights intended to be
%uamut.eed by thore prohibitioms.

his is siraight Democratio doo-
trine, and accords with the predie.
tions of it exponents that this
felvil rlghts” leglslation, enacted
for the special beneflt of the eolored
race, would be found on = fair test to

of the land. Bection 5,515 of the Re-

vised Btatutes of the United Siates

ilfa :leatd, and States’ rights remain
act, -
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“DOES DEATE KEND PROBA-
TION.”

THERE has been guite a discucsion
of late among prominent theologians
on the subject of prebation after
death. Bome of the [professors at
Andover Coliege have adopled the
views expreesed by Canon Farrar
and others that there are, or at least
msy be, meana for the redemption
of thoee who dle unregenerate,
They differ from tbe Romanists in
their doctrine of purgatory, but ad-
mit the poseibility of a state of pre-
paration beiween death and the
judgment. This is cauee of alarm
to the strietly orthodox and others,
who think any opinion dangerous
which does not make death the end
of man’s oppertunities for salvation
and the ;period of fixing his eternai
statne for the fuiure.

Among the champions of the old
theory elightiy modified is the Rev.
Joseph Cook, the notorious Boston
Jecturer. As a prelude to his 152d
lsoture in the Tremont Temple
he dirconrsed on the guestion % Does
Death end Probation,” and took the
ground that it does, endeavoring to
aupport his position from reason and
scripture. He argued that ““what—
ever fixes charagter ends probatfon;”
that “character will attain a final
permanence, good or bad;” that “al}
moral decisfons during life tend to
fix character, and some great moral
deciajons during life are cruolsl; that
“‘ginning agalnst light hardens the
gou} and blinds it to the very llin-
mination needed to rectify ita con-
dition;” that ‘‘death in wmverage
eased is a great ppiritual experience,
and invelves a great decision for or
agalnet the lght it brings, and it

of the goul, thie decision is crucial,
aod becomes “the rudder of all eter-
mity.*”

To make this plain to theordinary
reader, we will pay that Mr. Cook
lieves there & no opportunity for
changing the eternal condition of
sonls aiter death, but that in the
process of death, which he thinks
usually takes cousiderable time
thiongh this is ‘not apparent to ob-
eervers, there is =u opportunity
for final cholee, that divine
light is ehed forth, wod the
sonl that then resists and rejecta
that light is doomed for ever,
wlithout ngpe of apy subsequent re-
demption.

In reviewing the subject from »
acriptural standpoint he refers to 1
Peter, iil, 18-21, and .iv, 6, which
speak of the preaching of the
goepel to the dead by Jesus after be-
g put to death in the flesb; and he
applies the whole force of his pecal.
1ax 8iyle of logio 10 establish a dif-
ferent impression ftom that which
the iexis naturally convey; and
against the view that those verses
teach the doctrine of possible repen-
tence znd regeneration after death,
ha citos many other texts, among
them the following:

#The Lord knoweth how t0 keep the um-
righieous under puulshment unwo e day of
Judgmeat” 2 Peter, il &
+* gelweon us and you there Is o great gulf
fAixed, 60 that they who would pass from
banoe 0 you cannot; neither can they pass
2 ;"E &.hm. would come from thenoe.” Luke,
«Wiauosver thoy shalt bind oo earth shall
be bound In keaven; and whatsoever thou
shait looss on carth ebsll b6 loosed 1o beaven,
Mutih. xvi, 18

** 1t 1s appoitted unte men conoe to dis, but
after this judgment.” Hebrews ix, 28,

‘Yo sball dle {n your alns. Whither [ goye
C&nNot 00mo,, Yo ore from beneath, I am
Irom above, ‘Leald, therefore, unto you that
ye shajl d:e in your slus; for if ye believe not
that lam He, ¥o shalt d'e in your alps”
John vil, 21-24,

It ia to be observed thal the quo-
tation from 2 Peter, is given aa in
the reviced version, others from the
standard version, Mr. Cook using
elther, as it may suit his purpose,
The generally accepted version
reads:

**The Lord knoweth how to detlver the god-
iy out of temptution, &ind 1o reserve Lbe un-
Just unto the day of judgment to be pun-
1shed.”

This shows quite & diflerence by
com parisen, one making the punish-
ment ¢ccur before the judgment,
and the other afterward.

Examination of all these teoxts
with others which the leciurer
quotes, will show that they do not
in any way confliet with the doc.
trine of preaching in the spirit
world, or of possibie redemption ar-
r death, The normal condition of
the two'siates desoribed in the para-
ble of Lazarus and Dlves, 18 no
doubt one of entlre separation. The
‘tprext gulf fxed” is ordinarily im-
passable. But though “‘with men
things are impossible with God all
things are possible.” Jesus passed

over ity aceording to the Apcatle Pe-
ter, *ving a8 Baid in the apocaly pse,
”
L4

may be that, under the nataral laws_

obtained ¢the keys of hell and
of death,"” and thus opened the way
for His eervants, cilled and ordain-
ed to the eame amuthority as He re-
celved from the Fatber, ihat Hia
words might be fulfilled:

' $1He that bellavoth on me, the works that I
ey G A I
ther.”—John xiv. 12 ° e A z

And that this will be done Ia evi-
dent from [safab xaiv. 21, 22:

eAnd Wt sball cemo o pars that the Lord
shall punish the bost of the high coes that are
g:rmgh. and _t1he kings of tha earth upon ithe

Y“And they shall be gathered togetber ns
priscrerd oro giihered o the pit, and ghal] be
shut up in the prison, ard after many days
shall they be visited”

Let us suppose that men who
¥die in their Bins”’ appear st the day
appointed, and are judged ror the
deeds done in the body, that thuy '
are feund under condemnation, and
are bunished from the prezencs ot
the Father, to be punished accord-
Ing to their works. What then?
Does this prove that they shall
never have another opportunity to’
reform? Is Mercy to die when
Justice claims iis own, or, after
stern Justice has exacted its proper
dues, shail noi sweet Meicy reach
forth the hand of deliverance snd
bring relesse to the captives, the
opening of the prison to them that
are bound; that having learnesd.
obedlence thtough suffering, they
may bow the Enee to Him who died
a3 ‘‘a ransom for all 7

Bhall not the Lord of {he whole
earth do right? And will he not:
auit . the punishment of the gullty
to their offences? Are not those
who know their Mastor'a will and
do it not to be “beaten with many
stripes,” and they who know it not
and.yet commii things worthy of
stripes 10 be ‘“‘beaten with bat few
stripes?”” Are there not some trans-
gressors who are to be cast ioto the
prison, whence they shall not come '
ssuntll they have pald the niter-
most farthing?” And does not this
show that when the penalty is
pald releasp will follow? The eorip-
tures spenk of ainners who shall fgo
into everlesting panlshment.” Buoi'
i8 it not possible that while the

place and thesmeans of panlshment
continue, the onlprit may only re-
msin therein until jusive le fully
aatisfied and repentance eucceeds
the rebellion which iz subdued?
Also would not this be more in con-
sonance with divine love, mercy,
cempassion, fairness, and the plan of
ealvation, than the doctrine of
implacable vengesuce and endless
suffering for offences thaf can be
numbered, everlasiing doom for sins
commitied in a few years of time?
But Mr. Cook ¢faima that “what-
ever fixes character ends probation,
and that character will obtain =

fAusl permanence good or bad,'’
SBoppose that to be correct, how
does he or any oiher man know that
that “final permanence” tekes place
during this mortsl siaie or even ai
the change called death? 1In order
to reach his conclusion that there
cannot be s gecond prebation,” he
has to arsume & perfod at or before
death when the finsl permanence is
reached. For anything he can tell,
there may bs other oonditions
throungh which the spirit of man
may pass before this fApality—if
thers be any such thing where wiil
is free, and good and evil remain
in exlstence—is permanently arrived
at.

Bat he claims that the doctrine of
probation after desth 1s $hazardous
to the souls of men;” that the prom-
lae is “seductive}” and he fears lest
people will use tt g0 85 to avoid re-
pentance now,the *f acoepted day of
salvation.”” But how abont his doe- °
trlne of divine llumipation andg
chance for every eoul to receive or
reject it at the wvery time of
death? If all people are to be fa-
vored with that chance,and the mere -
assent to the Nght Is anMclent
to fix the =oul In a “fAna! perma.
nenoe” of saving grace, and thus
secure complete redemption and
eternal happiness, will not that pro-
raise ybe “sednctive?”’ JWill' men
not prefer taking their own course
to-day and leave the change "of
heart to come at the puprerne mo-
ment which he Imagines? And §s
not that extremely “hagardous to
the ‘souls of men?” We think so,
And where, we would inquire, does
he glean his  scriptural rea-
sons for pmuch 3sn bypotheals?™?
He exclaims, in reference to the
doctrine be amsails, ““@ive mwe no
%ueas for a dying pillow.” Just so.

hen throw away your guesees, Mr,
Cook, for they are nothing slse, ant
do not be afraid of the truth as de-
clared by the Havior and explalned
by His Apostlee. For that s not °

hazardous to any one. It doe: no



