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CHILKCHALK TALK

P vi by fraukfrank G carpenter am

1 CHICAGO september ath
X

ilk
HAVE JUST
had a talk with
frankfra beard
about himself anand
american carica-
ture he is to a
certain extent the
father of the ame-
rican cartoon
and he has been

killkingg funny pictures for the news
ers all his life he is now about

r years of age and hisbis first picture
published when he was underander ten

bhas opened a new field in cartooncartooningingn
he editoredito of the rams horn thish s
e puck anandd judge of chchicagoa but

atutes are simi religious insteadi st d of
in it frank beard is trying

X rm the relreligious w worldorld by exposesposr K ats shimsshams the paper had nothingja citculaton when he tooklook hold of it
aa nowhow publishes a month and is

rapidlyadly becoming one of the leading
jha donals of the country atsts field was

eleexpressedpressed by mr beard during the
Sj ahr when I1 asked him as to what he

ht of the future of american car
e he replied

fl think we are just at the beginning
A

bei uketilie of the cartoon pictures dan
telltel storiesties quicker and better than

3 and I1 believe that cartoons can
eadinin the service of rereligionhiton

truth and justice without
r subject to party I1 believe inthein the

Jn principles of christianity
11 cattcats take a text from the bible

3 with the utmost reverence can
gh the medium of the cartoon ap

4 BittOtio the civilization of today I1 can
a moral in this way and by a

afcanIf make a tratractct which every man
K loeesWo seesees it must read this isis what we

cryingYrying to do through the rams
ral and we are buccesucceedingeding beyond
expectations
y aalklk mith frank beard took place

ns 0officeafice and before I1 go further I1

t to tell you how it was carried on
afe beard is as deaf as a post and

behas been so from birth the only
ay to talk with him is through a black

r tube about as big around as a
4 n hose andias long as our arm

Thfahe always has about his neck
bengo you talk ta him he uncoils it and

ajr paists oneae end of it to his ear and bands
ou lcthe other you place your lips to

salt mouth of the tubelube and through
i e your connection with frank

beards brain mr beard is an inveter-
ate sketcher and during my conversa-
tion he illustrated his points by drawing
pictures talking all the while so that it
seemed a race between his tongue and
his pencil as to which should convey the
idea first there is no man in the
united states who can give forth ideas
in this manner as he can he is you
know the originator of the chalk talk
and there is hardly a town in the united
states in which he has not given this
sort of a lecture standing on the plat-
form with a roll of 1 aper stretched on
an easel before him and with a halthalf
dozen colored crayons in his hand he
carries his audiences with him while he
draws pictures illustrating the philoso-
phy fun and satire which he throws at
them in solid chunks there are today
a score or more of this kind of enterenter-
tainers in the united statesslates frank
beard however was the author of the
busine s and he made today a sketch
lorfor me in illustration of his story as to
how he came to make the first chalk
talk said he

it is now more than twenty years
since I1 gave my first talk ot this kind I1
was a young artist in new york and
had just gotten married my wife was
an enthusiastic churchgoerchurch 9oer and a great
deal of our courtship was carried on in
going to and from the methodist church
the result was that I1 struck a revrevivalival
and became converted this occurred
shortly after I1 was married and like
other enthusiastic young christians I1
wanted to do all I1 could for the church
I1 was on hand at aalthe meetings and I1
took part inn all the church work now
our church like many others in the
united states was very hard up we
were aalyalalwaysways needing money torfor some-
thingthingandand we tried to supply this by
means of entertainments and socialssocialssoon after I1 had joined the young peo-
ple gave an exhibition and
the ladies suggested that I1 draw some
pictures as a part of it I1 consented
but I1 felt that the standing up before an
audience and sketching without ssayingabingaying

i

anything in illustration of the pictures
would be a very silly thing so I1 con-
cluded to make a short talk and draw
the sketches in illustration of it I1 wrote
out my story and rehearsed it a halthall
dozen times beforehand the enter-
tainmenttain ment was for a thanksgiving cele-
bration and my rehearsal took place1 lace at
home my wilewife my mother in law and
tbthe turkey which we biedaed up in the

the audience well my
wilewife survived my mother in law did not
die wh leie I1 waswag talking and the turkey
was not spoiled the exhibition came
onoff in the church and it was a great suc-
cess other churches heard of it and I1
had applications to repeat it again and
again at first I1 was flattered and I1

readily consented I1 never thought of
charging for it until the demands be
came so numerous that I1 was unable to
fill them it was taking much of my en-
ergy and lots of time to put I1 a stop to
it my wife suggested that I1 chargechange so
much for each entertainment so when
the next application came I1 replied
that I1 could obligaobligee tthemhem bbutu t that it
would cost ao3030 to my surprise they
accepted my offer by return mail it
was so with nearly every one who wrote
and I1 soon found that I1 was making
more at my chalk talks than at my news-
paper work I1 then charged 4040 then
5050 and so on until I1 now get apat is
considereddered a very good price I1 dont
I1likeike to lecture very well however the
wear and tear is too great and you have
to hurry too much to make trains

when did you make your first car-
toon mr beard I1 asked

my inclination to make caricatures
dates back to my boyhood was the
reply my father was an artist you
know and he has painted some very
good pictures when I1 was a boy away
back in the fifties we lived at paines
ville ohio a little town near cleveland
the chief county paper at this time was
the yankee notions it would be con-
sidered a very poor thing today but it
was the best of its kind then As soon
as I1 saw it I1 became one of its regular
subscribers all of my spare cents went
for it when I1 was about tentea yearsyear
old I1icamencame in to my mother one day
with this paper inin my handband and said
ma I1 am going to draw some pictures

and send them to the yankee notions
all right my son was the reply

if you think you can aado so
1I then asked her to give me the

jokes that I1 might make pictures
to them she objected to thishis and told
me that I1 must make the jokes as well
as the pictures and that the man who
made the one always made the other
this bothered me somewhat but I1
finally succeeded in making a jokejake and
a picture I1 mailed itft to the paper and
in due time received fifty cents for itil
this seemed a great deal of money to
rueroe and for a long time after that I1
thought olof nothing but jokes and pic-
tures I1 kept sending more jokes and
sometimes I1 remember I1 got as much
as 5 at a time for ten jokes this was
a fortune for a schoolboy and I1 was the
envy of all my companions

do you remember what that first
joke was mr beard

yes replied the cartoonist with a
laugh it was not the most eltelelegantgant
but it was such as a schoolboy might
naturally originate it represented a
lean old school mistress with a spelling
book in one hand and a fulirruler in tlthe
other sitting before a little boy perched


