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LINES,

On the death of Elder Joseph Walerson, who
died In Logan, Cache Co., Nov. 10th, aged 23
years and 27 days, from the efféets of a tree fall-
ing on him in a Kanyon near Logan, on Nov,
bth.

THE DESE

to the lay member. Ask for yourselves.
We are called to be Saints, to be the
chosen people of the Lord Almighty, to
be the saviors of the children of men, to
ather the house of Israel, and save the
Enuse of Esau. Are we trifling with

Oh, Joseph, arf thou gone.to & brighter, happler our hlgh and hnly cnuiﬂg before the

ephere!

Yet the house that thou hast lived in, thy body,
atill is heore,

Rut lately did’st thou inour midst with heallh-
ful beauly bloom,

To-day the eorpse we follow with sorrow to the
tomb,

Y¢t why should saduness come 1o usg, for thon
art pure and elean;

Thy garments are unstained with blood and fil-
thiness and sin;

And shbuld the veil be parted that we might
thy glory see,

We'd want to lay this mortal! by for immor-
tality.

The years of life are few indeed, alloitted unto
man;

Thy portion but a third of them, thy prime had
just begun;

But God in mercy called thee, according to His
will,

A more important mission in another world to
niL

Then heavy, gloomy, feelings, leave us we will
be ealm,

We'll think upon thy virtuous life, and that
mhall be our balm;

Thoun now art free from all disease, from slcke
ness, sin and pain,

And the Gospel in its tunlness wlill bring thee
back again.

AAsArox DeWirr.

REMARIKS,

By President BRIGHAM YOUNG,
made in Tooele City, Aug. 17th, 1867,

[REPORTED RY G. D, WATT.]

1 desire to say much to the people,
but I fear I shall have to deny myself
the satisfaction, unless I am strength-
ened of the Lord. I will present before
you a few things with which Iam more
Eaﬂiculnrly impressed. Idesire you to

earken to that which has been said
during the session of this Conference,
and to that which may yet be said dur-
ing the continuation of our meeting,

We can enjoy the blessings of heaven,

OXF YWO Onx dppr] e owrced voo v (it v

oyment. Intelligent beings have the
power to exercise their free will and
choice in doing good, equally as much
as in doing evil. All have the privi-
lege of doing evil if they are disposed so
todo; but they will always find that the
wages of sin is death. The Latter-day
Saints, by their righteousness, can en-
joy all the blessings which the Lord has
promised to bestow upon His people,
and they can, by their unrighteousness,
deprive themselves of the enjoyment of
those blessings. We, for instance, ex-
hort the Saints to observe the Word of
Wisdom, that they may, through its ob-
gservance, enjoy the promised blessing.
Many try to excuse themselves because
tea and coffee are not mentioned, argu-
ini that it refers to hot drinks only.
What did we drink bot when that Word
of Wisdom was given? Tea and coffee.
It definitely refers to that which we
drink with eur food. I said to the
Saints at our last Annual Conference,
the Spirit whispers to me to call upon
the Latter-day Saints to observe the
Word of Wisdom, to let tea, coffee and
tobacco alone, and to abstain from
drinking spirituous drinks. This is
what the Spirit signifies through me.
If the Spirit of God whispers this to His
people through their leader, and they
will not listen nor abef. what will be
the consequence of their disobedience?
Darkness and blindness of mind with
regard to the things of God will be their
lot; they will cease to have the spirit of

E‘By_ier, and the spirit of the world will

—

TLord? are we trifling away our precious
time? If we are, we are trifling with
our salvation. Then hearken, O ye
Latter-day Saints, and hear the Words
of Wisdom which the Lord has given
unto you, It is written: “For the chil-
dren of this world are in their genera-
tion wiser than the children of light.”
There is a just reason for this saying.
But the Latter-day Saints who hearken
to the words of the Lord given to them
touching their political, social and fi-
nancial concerns, I say, andsay it bold-
ly, that they will have wisdom which
is altogether superior to the wisdom of
the childreu of darkness, or the chil-
dren of this world. I know this by the
revelations of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and by the results of my own actions.
They who have hearkened to the coun-

| sels given to them in temporal matters

have invariably bettered their condition
temporally and spiritually., The day
has gone by in which the people of God
are to be trodden under foot by their en-
emies, in which they are to be peor out-
casts to wander in sheep skins and goat

skins, ete., but they had better continue |

to do that, and dwell in the caves of
these mountains,and dressas the Indians
do, than to forsake their God and their
religion. Who is there among this peo-
ple who cannot handle the things of this
world without loving them in prefer-
ence to the things of God? Ifthere is
such a person, 1 pray God to make him
or her poor. Some among us are so
foolish as to lift up their heels against
the Almighty assoon as He blesses them
sufficiently to make them a little com-
fortable and independent. This is la-
mentable, It is a disgraceto humanity
to suffer the paltry things of this mor-
tality to decoy away ouraflections from
God and turn them to the beggarly ele-
ments of this world.

If you observe faithfully the Word of
Wisdom, you will have your dollar,
your five dollars, your hundred dollars,
yea, you will have your bundreds of

dollars to spend for that whieh will be |

useful and profitable to you,

should we continue to practice in eur
HIves LHose pernicious ndoilts TODAL nave

already sapped the foundation of the
human constitution, and shortened the
life of man to that degree that a genera-
tion passes away in the brief period of
fromtwenty-seven totwenty-nine years?
The strength, power, beauty and glory
that once adorned the form and consti-
tution of man have vanished away before
the blighting influences of inordinate
appetite and love of this world, Doubt-
less we are about the best looking peo-
ple to-day upon thisfootstool, and about
the healthiest; but where is the iron
constitution, the marrow in the bone,
the power in the loins and the strength
in the sinew and musele of which the
ancient fathers could boast? Thege have
in a great measure passed away; they
have decayed from generation to gener-
ation, until constitutional weakness and
effeminancy are bequeathed to us
through the irregularities and sins of
our fathers. The health and power and
beauty that once adorned the noble
form of man must again be restored to
our race; and God designs that we shall
engage in this great work of restoration.
Then let us not trifle with our mission,
by indulging in the use of injurious
substances. These lay the foundation
of disease and death in the systems of
men, and the same are committed to
their children, and another generation
of feeble human beings is intreduced
into the world. Such children have in-
sufficient bone, ginew, muscle and con-
stitution, and are of little use to them-
selves, or to their fellow creatures; they

Why

1¢rease in them in proportion to their | are not prepared for life, but for the
gsobedience until they apostatize en- | grave; not to live five, ni’.x, eight and

_tirely from God and His ways.

This is no new or strange thing that
you are required to do. Thirty-five
vears ago we were called upon to reform
in our lives, by giving heed to the same
man
comes to you and tells you that you
must have a little tea and a little eoffee,
by thesame rule he may urge you totake
a little tobaecco, and a little intoxicating
liquor, or a little of any other substance
w%ich is hurtful toman. Thisdestroys
their elaim and rigbt to the spirit of re-
velation and they go into darkpess.
There is not a single Saint deprived of
the privilege of asking the Father, in
the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior, if
it is true that the Spirit of the Al-
mighty whispers through His servant
Brigham to urge upon the Latter-day
Buints to observe the Word of Wisdom.

¢

nine hundred years, but to appear for a
moment as it were and passaway. Now,
when a person is fifty years of age he or
she is considered an old man or an old
woman; they begin to feel decrepit, and
think ti:ley must feel old, appear old and
begin to die. Premature death is in
the marrow of their bones; the seeds of
early dissolution are sown in their bod-
ies; they feel old at fifty, sixty and sev-
enty years, when they should feel like
boys of fifteen, sixteen and seventeen,
Instead of feeling decrepit at those
years they should feel full of strength,
vigor and life, having attained to early
maturity, prepared now to enter upon
the duties of a long future life, and
when two handred years have been at-
tained, they should then feel more vi
orous than the healthiest of men do
this age at forty and fifty years,

e -
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All have this privilege from the Apostle I

| ard to the human mind.

RET NEWHS.

Let me assure you, my friends, that
there does not exist another people in
all the world who will take | '
sel asreadily as the

do wrong, to take good advice or reject
| it, to pursue the path that leads to eter-
nal HF&, or to go down to death their own
way. I am as independent in praying,
and living a righteous life, as I would
if I were to violate the laws of God and
man. This is my phﬂmw with
e have
cried to the nation of the United States
and to other natiens for over a third of
a century, saying, the wages of sin is
death. flvery man and woman who
wishes to forfeit their right to the tree of
life have the privilege of doingso. The
nation that kills the prophets of God in
any age must expect to reap cursings in-
stead of blessings, unless it speedily re-
ent. Judgment must begin at the
ouse of G
willing it should. In 1857, they sent an
army to Utah to annihilate **Mormon-
ism,’”” but the scourge with which they
intended to overwhelm this people has
come upon theirown heads, and the end
is not yet. I told General Thomas I,
Kane, that friend to humanity, when he
visited us in 1857, that the coming of
that army was the entering wedge to
split the government of the United
States in pieces, and that soon, Pe, of
course, could not see how this could
ever be. They then were in great pros-
perity, and were going to annex the
whole continent and neighboring
islands, and so continue to annex until
the whole world should take shelter un-
derour national banner. Heonly saw this
from a political stand point, basing his
expectations of such grand results upon
the goodness of the Constitution and
laws. I acknowledged to him that we
have the best system of government in
existence, but queried if the people of
this nation were righteous enough to
sustain its institutions. J*Say they are
not, but will trample them under their
feet. I told General Kane thatthe Gov-
ernment of the United States would be
shivered to pieces. Will this Govern-
ment ever be restored to its former peace
and tranquility, and the institutions
thereof ever be maintained and honored?
If they are, it will be by this people.
Everything they are duinﬁ at presentin
Congress is only calculated to widen the

breach, and alienate and destroy every
vesiuige O Iove aud affectiva THat may

yvet be existing; and this they will con-
tinue to do until they have severed the
last tie and worked out the entire des-
truction of the Government. = They
think they are doing the best that can
be done. Many of them &re honorable
men and would de good to the nation, if
they knew how. The results of their
acts will be dissolution, strife, war and
bloodshed until they are wasted away.
The Lord will waste away the wicked
as He said He would. A curse will
come upon them to the third and fourth

their sins. Thereisno likelihood of their
doing this.

The destruction of property and life
during the war has been enormous; but
I am satisfied that the destruction of the
love of virtue—the love of every exalted
principle of honor, and of
social gevernment—has been

property and life, Religious societies
abound in the nation. Although it never
was more wicked than at the present
time, it is strange to say that it never
was more religious in profession. Re-
liﬁinn is the ruling power. The ¢on-
science of the masses in regard to relig-
ion, to politics and social lifeis moulded
from the pulpit. In my early life I was
acquainted with ministers of the sects
of the day, and am satisfied that many

| of them lived honorably in their fami-

lies, praying and desiring and seeking
for guidance from on high. While on
the other hand, to my certain know-
ledge, many of them encouraged a prac-
tice which to-day exists to an alarming
extent, and which isopenly and shame-
lessly acknowledged as a necessity of
the age. To check the inerease of our
race has its advocates among the influ-
ential and powerful circles of society in
our nation and in other nations, he
same practice existed forty-five years
ago, and various devices were used by
married persons to prevent the expen-
ses and responsibilities of a family of
children, which they must have incur-
red had theF suffered nature’s laws to
rule pre-eminent. That which was
practiced then in fear and against a re-
proving conscience, is now boldly trum-
peted abroad as one of the best means of

lmeliumting the miseries and sorrows

of humanity. Infanticide is very prev-

elant in our nation. It isa erime that

| comes within the purview of the law,

Latter-day Saints
do. All men are free to do right or to

first, and we are perfectly

!
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generation, saith the Lord Almighty, if | Prophet Josep
they repent not, and refrain not from | kill **Mormonism,” and they cannol

and is therefore not so boldly
as is the other equally ngutled
which no doubt, to a great ex
vents the necessity of infanticide,
unnatural style eof living; the ex
use of narcotics; the attempts to destroy
and dry up the fountains of
are fast destroying the American el
ment of the nation; it is passing away
before the increase of the more healthy
robust, honest, and less sinful class
people which are pouring into the cou
u? aily from the Old World. The wij
of the servant man is the mother ofeigh
or ten healthy children, while the wij
of his maater is the mother of one or tw
poor, sickly children, devoid of vi
and constitution, and if daughters
fit, in their turn, to be mothers; an E
health and vitality which nature Iy
denied them through the irregularitis
of their parents, are not repaired in th
least by their education, A great
Eumnn of the leading men of our nati
ave sprung from wealthy and influe
tial families, have been reared and edy
cated in the midst of circles where th
vices of the age flourish the mostvign
ously, destroying moral force and i
love of truth and virtee, making edug
tion and refinement mere cloaks §
eover sins of the blackest dye. Th
great ‘majority of that class of persoy
appear insociety as polished gentlemey
whose suavity of manners would deceiw
if it were possible, the very elect. The
have been educated inour seminaries
learning, and this class of men are noy
seeking to denude the Constitution ¢
the United States of all its protectin
and szwinf poOwWers.

Why all this? They killed the Pn
phet. The mob that collected at Ca
thage, Illinois, t0 commit that deedd
blood contained a delegation represent
ing every State in the Union. KEac
has received its blood stain. In th
perpetration of this great national sin
they acted upon their own free volition
which God implanted within them, s
much go, as if they had been willinﬁ
hearken to the advice of the Pro
and his friends when they showed them
how to preserve the nation from destrue
tion, how to do good to all, and how &k
introduce every holy |isrim::l;:dvs: that is
calculated to bless and exalt a people
Bul, said they, ‘‘we will not hearken &
the counsels of this man;” for like the
Jews of old, they were afraid if they let
him live, he would take away their
place and nation. They not only fear
ed the principles which he taught; but
they feared the increasing numben
which followed him; they feared that il
they let him alone, he would incerpor
ate in his religion all the religion thers
is that is good for anything, or thati
according to the bible, and all the hon-
est, truthful and virtuous of the nation
they feared, would follow him; an
they feared that thereby they would be
deprived of their rich emoluments and
livings; so they concluded to get rid of
him %ﬂy slaying him, In Killing the
Smith, they did not

=

kill it, unless they kill all the *‘Mor

' muna,”’ for if they leave a single Latter

day Baint living, he will cry to the peo
ple to repent of their sins and return te
the Lord, and the Lord will work with
him to gather the righteous, build up

political and | His kingdom, build up Zion and estab
greater, | lish Jerusalem no more to be thrown
comparatively, than the destruction of | down.

Well, they will go on their
way, and we will on ours. Ifthe
hn.!i:uearkened to the counsel of Jose
Smith, this nation would have had neo
wars; there would bave been no divis
ion in the Government, but it would
have gone on in harmony and prosper
ity. this people, if they will take
the counsels which the Lord tgim to
them through His servants with regard
to their grain, and prepare for all con-
tingencies to which they are subject in
this mountainous country, we shall
never seea famine: butif we neglect this
counsel, refusing to hearken to good ad-
vice, we shall by taking this course,
bring distress upon ourselves, and upon
211 who depend upon us forsubsistence.
Let us pursue a coeurse to preserve our-
gselves, and avert every calamity. This
we can do. Itisnet neces for calam-
ity to come upon us, if we will only
take a course to prevent it. According
to present appearances next year we
may expect grasshoppers to eat up pear
ly all our crops. But if we have provis-
ions enough te last us another year, we
can say to the grasshoppers—these creas
tures of God—you are welcome, I have
never yet had a teeling to drive them
from one plant in my garden; but I look
upon them as the armies of the Lord,
and with them itis easy for Him to con-
sume & at nation. We bad better
lay up bread instead of selling itto
strangers, aud thus avoid a great calam-
ity that otherwise might overtake us.
If the people refuse to hearken to this



