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liilifdriii richards advised some of the people to
g0IV harvestbarvest and othesothers who stay to gogd
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R D foster arrived in the city hisbig presence
produced some excitement in consequence of0
the saints believing he was accessory to the
murder of the prophets
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having been called upon this morning to ad
diess you for a short limetime I1 arise with ververyy greatgrear

to do so for I1 always love to meet with
lh ants to0 o gaze uponU on them and to contribute
my nlnaifeite aililiii offearg instructions to them so far asmys
the p kcf lleiletiielie lord shall givefive me utterancece
I1 conconcahelvoervoei that without tilethe aid of his holy spiritt
we aslis saints can do very poorly eitherelther as speak-
ers or as hearershearer for unless the of thetile
lord directs and guides us we are all of us in a
vervvery poonpoor position indeed inili fact jtit iss very
difficult for tinyliny of us to understand really and
positively what would be for our best good withwit

ad lililiin the world they know compara-
tivelyey notting about this they call eilevil good
and goad evil they call darkness light and light

call darkness
mixed uptip as we have been with theilia gentile

world and having formed our haats andarid customs
amoamong them hayinghaylna been accustomed to beelasfeel as
they feelfeet to reason as fveyey reason and to asso-
ciateclate with them it is sometimes very difficult for
osus to understand what would really he for our
benefit and advantage whether pertaining to thishits
world or to the world which is to come

I1presumepre s we obtain more of alie Spispirit of
godigod asils wewe receive faith and intintelligenceelliger ce tt at flows
from hirhiialmandand thetile revelations that he imparts andgrid
will continue to impart to thosethese who are faithful
wewui to understand a few things inin a
verytery dieteren I1 light fiaiomom what many of us at tapthe
present time understand them Evenineven in temtempo-
ral

po
is a great difference aanonamoneamong menroen

in rezardregard to their judgment capaccapacitiesitis reasoningreareasoningsonin
powerpowers

1

andaud their comprehension of0 jUpjusticetice
equietuiequityit thethe ilightsiglits of man the duiesdules that we owe
to each other and the various responsibilities
that devolve upon us to attend to0 o but whenft hen wevve
come to contemplate the things of god the ed

our origin the position that we
occupy in relation to our fafamiliesmilles to eacheacil other

the chuich andard kingdom of god it is very
difficult sometimes for us to understand things
correcorrectly in relation to the position of litetile world
to10 the things that have been to the thingthings that
are anariatod t d the things that are to come to thathe
purposes of gudgod in rolutionrelation to tiletiie human family
und howhov these purposes will be the best advanced
We shail findcud in reflecting upon all of these mat-
ters

mal-
ters that there is a very great diffiedifferencerence between
the reasoning of the human family upon these
inettermatters and the plan that god would adopt for
the accomplishment of illshis pupurposesreposes and for the
bribringingdoln to pass the I1hinhirgs that have been spokenspiken
of b-yby the holy prophets lincebince the world began

thero is not a position that vewe can oceoccupyapy in
life either as fathers mothers chichildrenidrenlAren masters
advaservanthitsfits or as eldes of israel holding the holy
priesthood iliin all its ramifications s but what we
needdeed continually mi dom flowingr from the lord
andI1lid intintelligenceelliggence communicated by him that we
trismayty kknownoonow how to perform correctly the various
duties and avocations inin life and to fulfillfulfil asthe va-
lious rresponsibilitiese that rest upon us to attend
to Aandd hence ilia necessity all thetle day ion-n longiong
and every day and every week month ard year
and under all circumstances of men if aningloaning upon
the lord and being guided by that spirit that
flows from him that we may not fall into error
that we may neither do anything wrong say any-
thing wrongarting or think anything wrong and all the
time retainretails that spirit which callcan only be kept
by observing11 purity holiness and virtue and
living

1I concontinuallyainu allyaily in obedience to the laws and
of god

there was a people to whom one of the an-
cient apostles said but ye havelave allan unction from
the holy one and ye know all things andanti need
not thatt any man should teach you because of
the inoanointinginting that dwelleth iliin you which is
truth andind no liefie

when men obey the gospel with pure hearts
when they are baptized inin thetilo name of jesus
christ for I1theis remission of sinsfins and have hands
laid upon them for thetha gift of the holy ghost and
they receive that spispiritritrif and live in obedience to
the dictates of that Sspiritcirit it will bring things
past and present to their remember ance lead
them into all truthruth and show them thinthings to come

this is part and parcel of our belief
what is the leasonjeason we do not always compre-

hend things right because in many instances
we gigiveawayseway to temptation we let our old pre
possessions feelings and influences by which we
havelave been governed heretofore predominate over
the spirit of god and we fallfull into error and
darkness and if thetha light that is within us be-
comescomes darknessdaraarknes how great is that darkness 2 it
is nottrot enough then that we are baptized and have
hands laid upon us for the gift of the holy ghost
it is not enough even that we go further than
this and receive our washing and our anoint ings
but that wowe daily and hourly and all theilia time
live up to our relreireligiongionglon cultivate the spirit of god
audand have it continually within us as a well of
water up to everiaeverlastingting ilfelife unfolding
dealdevelopopi g making ITiranifett thetila purposes andarid the
designs oiof god unto us that we may be enabledenabled
to walk worthy of the ililiihighit vocation whereunto
we are called aiwi sons and daughters of god to
wliamwhom he has committed the principlespiesples of eternal
truth and the oracles of god in these est dasdavs
jtit would be found very d for any inindividuallividnalual

leftlut to himbimhimselfbelf to do right to think right to speak
ightlighti ighlandand to fulfillfulfil the will and law of god upon
thetheli earth and hence theilia necessity of theilia organ

ui tiethe churchchui ach andaud kingdom of god upon

the earthearthy of tilethe propeproperly organized priesthood
of the I1legitimate19itiilihikehehe channel clcleckcheckto ck bounds lawsdaivs
and governments ilatthatliat the almighty has intro-
duced into hislintin church and kingdom for thehe guid-
ance instruction protection welfare i g
and arther progress of his church and kingdom
upon the earth As inin a school it requires a man
more competent to be a teacher than those who
are taught so in the church of god and hence
the vadiousvarious grades and positions of the priesthood
when a president bishop or those having au-
thoritythority live up to their religion and cleave unto
god it is expected by us at all times that they
will campt things undertinder their immedi-
ate jurisdiction things that they control know
the wants of the pepeopleie and the best course for
them to pursue better than the individuals they
teach and this extends throughout all the valiousvallous
ramifications of thetile church of god from thetiie first
presidency down antiand indeed between the
first presidency and thetile lord of hosts there is
a regularly organizedorganisedsed channel wllgli which the
blessings of liisills kingdom flow unto his saints
when they are found illin obedience to his laws

it is something like the streams that water our
city at girstfirst they come out in large steams
from the mountmountainsins then they are divided off
into sections which spread and diminish into
smaller sectionsedtion but they alallail1 flow through tilethe
legitimate channel

how coulcould anyliylly of you water your gardens if
tilethe city creekcreeh should be stopped it would not
only stop tilethe lendingleading channel but all theilia little
channels wowewowwe ieeiree oademade thus to depend upon one
another iliin the order and kingdom of god where1 1

isis the necessnecessityty of all ghisithis because 0 the things I1

I1 first mentioned but have not we all the spirit
0off god we ought to have well then callcan we
not all understand yes if we live our religion
we can anderstunderstandand thetile various ddutiesu ties that devolve
upon usas asns individuals as fathers mothers and
children or as elelders of israel we callcan under-
stand those several and distinct duties to a cer-
tain extexiextentent libutut we cannot lead the church and
kingdom of god we cannot echt out the path
foi it to walk inili why because that does nothot
belong to uw it belouss to lleileliethe headbead one of those
littletittle streamscreams that youou get to water your garden
cannot supply all this clycity no but it cailcan sup-
ply

cup-
ply yourour garden if it flows th-roughdougi the proper
channel

suppose that little stream should say 11iamlamam in-
dependent ol01 the fountain would it beajo

you
know it would 1notlot it is like the branches of a
tree and thetile root and stock of a tree the
branches flourish oilon a healthy stack and one
little twig onoil the outside with a few green leaves
upon it audalid a little fruit is very productive beau-
tiful and pleapieapleasantant to lookloolu upon but it is no abremore
than a portion of the frebfree it is not the tree
where docsdois it get its nourishment from from
the root and the stock or stem and through the
various branches thathat exist on the tree it is only
a smasmallsmail11 portion of the tree it is all the leaves
twigs branches steinstem and roots thathat comprise the
tree the branchesdo not support the tree the
toot or thetw stemstein but the stem supportsoits thehe
branches and the roots the stem and it is through
thatchatthat thathat life and vivacity flows to the branches

As you say 111 I think I1 understand my
dutyduts ard I1 amain doing very dejlaeji 1 that may behe
so you see the little twig it is green
and Is tletieie veveryry picture of life it bears isPs part
and proportion in theethelreethelreetree and is connected with
thetile stem branches and root but could the tree
live without it yes it child it need not boast
itself and get uplifted and say how green I1 am
and ilowhow I1 flourish and what a healthy positiontiontiou
I1 am in how well iamaamI1 am dolnedoing and I1 am inin my
proper place and am doing right 1 but couldconid you
do without the roo no fontonyoujou bear your proper
part and position 1inI the tree just so is this peo-
ple when they are doing their part whenwhet tlelletheyy
are magnifyingmagn nimg their callcailcallingirig living their rereligioniga U

and walking in obedienceto the spirit of the lordlrd

ttheyhey have a portion of his spirit given to them to
profit withalwitha and while ttheyhey are humble faith-
ful diliodiligentent and observe the laws and command-
mentsments of god they stand in their proper position
on the trentree they are flourishing the buds blos-
soms leaves and everything about themthein are all
right

1
and they form a part and parcel ofor thehe tree

and conduce to its life health symmetry beauty
and general appearance

but if we do not magnify our calling what
then we become like withered branches and
what is done with them A good garkardenergardenerderierdelier will
cut them off because they disfigure thewe tree
hey are not beasantVeapleasantsant lovely and beautiful to look
upon but dosdooso s the most flouriflourishinghim branch in
tilethe thee sustain the tree it helps to do it blitbut
it is not the treefree it is dependent oilon the larger
branches I1throughh rough which the sap and nourishment
flows until it comes to the lililllittletletie twig and fruit
that is on the outside of the tree

this is a fit of the church and king-
dom

11

of god we are cemented together3 united
in thetiie bonds of one common covecovenantnantmant weve are
part and parcel ofor the church and kingdom of
god which thehe loid has planted on the earth illliiin
the last days for the accomplishment of his pur-
poses and the establishment of his kingdom and
the bringing to pass all those things which Ihaveaverave
been spoken of by thetha holy prophets since the
world WES we all islandand in our proper place

while we magnify our callings we honor our
god while we magnify our calling we posses
a portion of the spirit of god whilehilebile we magnify
our callcalling1 we70 alaltogetherogether comprise the tree while
we magnify our calling1 ilieilia spirit of god ddomflowss
through the proper channels by whichwinch aridand through
which we receive our proper nourinourishment ard are
instructed in things pertaining to our welfare
happiness andarid interest pertaining to this world andaud
thetile world to come

but as it is very dericut to enter infointo all the
minutia pertaining to a treefree a shrub or herb sotso

it is difficult to enter into all illtilthetho duties responsi-
bilitiesbili ties and influences brobroughttight lo10 bear and weigh
tiponupon the saints of god and upon his church addand

j kingdom oilon thetiie earth for orstanceir stance the tree re

quires wwater aand
knd goodsogood soilsolli to nourishno 11ll it iHt rrequirese q

1

aires
icongenicongenialal atmosphere and the handfiand of the pruprunerner

sometimes in 0order to keep ifit nightright so does the
churchchorch and kingdom of god there aieareare various
influences that are brought 0too bear oilon it in order
that it may flout hhish andarid grow how can we grow
as a church and kingdom unless we are taught of
the lord through some medium that lie has ap-
pointed

whowiio is therehere that can rise up and tellfell the des-
tiny of this chimich and kingdom who is there
for instance that can point out the bearingshearings and
the operation of the soldiery that are now oilon our
borders who can tell the lords design in re-
lation to these matters andarid why it is that we are
thus situated eliyhy we are called upon to resist
them few as we now aren could not the lord
control it otherwise ilehe could hashis liehe not the
hearts of all men inili hhhis klkeeping could liehe not
roll them back very quickly yes or liehe could
causecanse them to come on hereliere wilywhy is it liehe has
allowed them to0 o comecoine to a certain distance and
kept them theretheio0 placing them like some of you
mothers sometimestimes do when youvouyou hang up a rod
that the children can see it and that you cancall
point to when they are naughty

why is it that we have been driven aridand afflicted
and persecuted and our namesnamed cast out as evil
and that wwe have hadhall to endure so many priva-
tion sufferings toils and hardships for tilethe last
twenty years who can solve these questions
who can enter into the ssecretscrets of the most high
and unravel the mysteries that dwell iliin the
mind of jehovah

who can tell why these things are brought to
operate as they do aridand whyvh we areoro placed iain
those peculiarpecullar circumstances inill which we so fre-
quently find ourselves as we travel through this
valevaie cfof tears doesdocs that belong to the little twigs
and branbrahbranchescliesciles no jtit may be a secret inui thetiie
mind of the great god which is not fully devel-
oped unto us we may comprehend a part of iti

andund realisenealise in some deareedecree the position we occu-
py and the deairasgs of god towards us but who
can tell it in its full beaibealbeatingsings who callcan com-
prehend the end from the beginningbe who can
see what the lord designs towards us as individu-
als antianil towards us as a people or rather and
more directly who cancall tell what liehe haslias destined
concerning Ministria church and kingdom ponuponu the
earth Vwhenhen and lihoww and by what means it
shallshail progress whether by affliction or prosperity
whether by passingpasing through scenes of trouble and
difficulty or by elevatingelevaling us and givian us peace
and the prospect of a great deal of good accord-
ing to our ideas ofaf things

who callcan tell what means the lord may mamakeke
use of 16 benefit you or udeuieme does it remain for
the outside twig or the little stream flowingflow ing from
the fountain 7to oniAniunravelraveltavel these matters 7 no
whowiio callcan point out the positiontiontiou we shallhall taketalce in a
church capacity inili the capacitycapacty of the priest-
hood ini I1i tilethe capacity of heads of famcami ies in a
military capacity or in any ether capacity illtilI1 a re-
lation to all of these matters

it needs a great conti oiling directingredingdi influence
to sustain govern direct enlighten and dictate
it needs that every branch of fhethe treetrpe and every
tiltia should be in its proper place and should re-
ceive that nourishment from the proper source
and that sas1spiritirit and hatthat laelinelinellalnenceenca and that
direction which god haslias ordained according to
all the lauslawsa s of nature and that isii interwoven jn
all hisills transactions withwilh the liuiluhuman1

m an fainTain lv that
there should be a great directs r controllingconti in-
fluence to guide and direct his afafffirsirs

furthermore why is it that there isso much
confusion in the world that we ilavhay d 0soo
many incorrect pAn ciplis wilewild living among
them which we ludiddiudfind it so difficult to lid burselourselvesvas
of at this thinelimp it is because men have not been
tinderunder thathat influence and power but every man
has done that which he has considered to be righttight
without any respect to the great fundamentalfand
principles of government and thetile laws that ought
to regulate andnd control the human family this
has been one great cause of the calamities hatthat
have afflicted the world iliin a social in a fancilfamilyy
and in a national capacity for natinationsonsors like indiI1
iiduals have allail corrupted themselves havenorhave for-
saken god and have never been under the great
governinggovernina influence that oughtou litait to regularegulatetf and
control the affairs of the world

and why igis it that wowe sometimes feelisfeel so much of
the ciritspirit of rebellion in our bosoms and the spirit
of inindependencedependenceepen dence falsely so called and feel so de-
sirous to pursue our own course and a latent
principle within us hhighisissoso reluctant to ren-
der obedienceobedie nceace to the laws of the kingdom of
god

iliin theilia filstfust place it is because of our early as-
sociations of our former habits of thought and
reflection ininthethe second place it is because we
do not cultivate sufficiently the spirit of the lord
which itif we did would show unto us the right
way and enable us to appreciate the aes
we eilellenjoyov itisit is perhaps one of the hardest thingsagg

I1 for those associated with the church and kiking-
dom

ang
of god or for the hilmanhuman family to rendertender

obedience to the laws that regulate hat kingdom
and to thetile priesthood which god has placed in
his church to govern it why 7 because of our
former associations and habaallscilis s and because of the
power of the prince and powerpowei of the air who
rules iliin the hearts of the cl ildren of disobedi-
ence and goes about as a roaring lion seekingbeekin
whom behe may devour

we are alitapt to look at things in too narrow a
cacompassin pass liko a little cwg on theilia end or furthest
branch of a tree it is very flourishing its buds
and blossoms are very elegant and fragrant be
causecausacausa it iais hiill a healthy posnospositionision but then it
would bo very foolish for that littlelilile twig to say it
knew all about it when you could not cut it from
the tree a singe day but it wither nudand die
and all its beauty and fragrance would depart

have wea any light any intelligence any
knowleknowlaknowledgekige havelave we advanced inill the principles of

i truth communicatedcomm to us yes how did we
get our intelligence tell me ye wise denof thelite
world you that have mixed withwit11ll the world that

hhavedyd studieded
1

ihmw1l iaws principle
fr

governlovern
u f t

menmentt usausagessagei ithabits and customs andand hakshaysh
I1

ave mademada
yourselves famfamiliar1ihal with their erudition

1

whaiwhat
do you kaoknoww of0 the relation of thingss
of the positpositioloaioai manpian occupyoccupieses to illshis maker
what do you know insn relation to yoursyourselveselveielvel as
individuals what dodou know in relationelation totd
tilethe purposes and designs of god what do youoti
know about thetha first principles of tiletiie gospel of
christ I1 do not think you know anything ablaboutou
them if you do you are wiser than men I1 havhai ss
come across in my travels through the world
you arart indebted entirely just as that little twigtwi
is for its life and vigor 0too the tree so are you lo10
the lord for litand intelliintelligencegenceyyouou havewye re-
ceivedceia d on every subject you are indebted to
the spirit of god for yoyourur wisdom andund intelliinteli 1

gence as much as tilethe little twig is indebteded tato
thehe tree for its vitality leaves buds and frafragranceI1r nc

if that is the case so far how much more wllwill
itthebe so in the future who is therethera that cadcan
contemplate the mind of god and unravel thethi
designs of jehovah 7 who can foifolforetelletell the des-
tiny

I1

of the human family who can point out
the path that wenye as a people shall walk in who
shall say in regard to any of the dealings of god
with us that this Isis right and that is wronwrong that
such a thing is for our benefit and another thiuthluthing
is for our injury whowilo callcan mend aalteriter or
change thesthesa events and make them better than
they are if we cannot tell all these things letiet
us be reminded of another thing never tato find
fault with things as they transpire with things
that we cannot improve somesoma of us may I1 say
well it is a littlittle hard wee should be placed as wevv

are at the present time and if wowe hadlind beeveebeena in
egypt it might have been better with us how-
ever if we werewore now inin egypt we couldcougil not savsaysay
we were eatingaati rg the leeksleks and onions for ikeivewe alieaideureare
now eating them our enemies are on theodthe outsideiside
but we might say we are thrown into awkward
circumstances we have hadbad to go out in the in-
clementti seasonseason of the year to face a foa because
of our religion and ifit we hadllad been somewhere
else we mightailit have avoided it you mi
you mightgb t have not that would altoraitoraltogetherbrethe depend
on circumstances

if you hadllad been arnomarnowamong those fellows out east
ward yyouglioil would have been worse offaoff a greatbalbaidealdeai
I1 would rather beinbe in our position than be in theirs
but the fufuturetitre say you how do we know

hutbut next spring they will come in herehare andarid swal-
low us completely cuplup br brighamBrig hainhaiB sayssay
we shall have to be greased rifirst and there isis

no grease on their cattle to do it at present what
do we know about these thingslingsti I1 speak so that
we may reflect upon them we would a little
rather those men were away somewhere elseeise I1
do nothot knowkrow that I1 would I1 feel that notwith-
standing our lence and the many blunders
we make andarid ehetha various evils many of us faltfall
into we are the best people therethera is under the face
of the heavens and that god has called usu and
set us apart and placed hisliis name among us and
given unto us the oracles of god to reveal unto
us his midd and willft illlil that by us liehe may establish
his kingdom on the eaieatearthUL

in relation to anything that has or may trans-
pire I1 feel that we are inia tilethe hands of god auandaudld
all is rightlight but we would like to have whip-
ped lioseiloseto se fellows out so say some of us we
would likehire to see them turn tail too and go6 off
their own way but I1 would not because the
loid would not I1 feel perfectly easy that I1 am
illin the hands of god and every thing I1 have and
so are you and we are liisbis people and liehe is ouiour
god aandnd his spirit dictates rules controls and
governgoverns and while we do right and keep theilia coincoir

of god and live up to our privileges
we havehavea a rrightI1

17
litiii to claim tuetoe spirit of god and

live in the enjoyment of it every moment olourof our
ilfelife I1

As it regards his kingdom and purposes I1 would
rather riskrkrc his judgment and pplan1 an tthan11 an my own
I1 feetfeel myself so incompetent and I1 believe yowyou
are the same and enow so little about thetha future
designs of god and his purposes pertaining to theltha
human family andarid what will most conduce to our
individual welfare and to our welfare as a people
that I1 do not want to put my handband 0too steady thetthai
arck

I1 will saybaybaylusitis the lord and let him do what
cemelli him good if hethes haslass a mind to let the
devil send up one thousand ten thousand or five
hundred thousand men against us all right I1 was
going to say who the devil cares we are inirk ththaq
hands of sodgod and while we are willing to do his
work and fulfillfulfil the duties that devolve upon usi
it is his business to take care of hisuis saints he haabaa
said it is and I1 feetfeel ilbelike saying amen to it j

I1 want to learn what my duty is not only forfot
one day but every day and theuthouthe t to try to do it
this isis a feeling we ought all to havehaven as I1 undercunderi
stand it A great work has to be established alkon
the earth

we read and talk about things and reflect up-
on what the lord is going to do he is gorg to
build up his kingdom andarid all kingdoms powers
and dominions will be brought into subjection to
the kingdom of our god and levery creature which
is and on the earthparth andarid under the earth
bandsuchand such as aruara in the sea and all thatthai are in themtheia
heardbeard I1 saying blessing and honor aridand cloryglory
and power be unto him that upon thoohp
thronetin one arldaridand unto the lamb forever andard ever t

these are very nice words and the prospect is
very pleasing indeed but the question is can we
acknowledge tilethe hand of god can I1
ledge his dealings with my family if you reflect
back some of you were in betterbelter circumstancecircumstance 4
than you areara now you were better clad aandnd 1pro0
videdaided for in many respects while you reflectreflectonon
this and find that you havehaye many hardliard 00
cope with can you say it is the hand toff god kt
him do as him good ifit you have to
out into the cold storms and lains
wives are troubled about it you sisters cancall
say it Iss the handhard of god and let him do as seeniaseeni
eth him good

can you feel that yoeyos are the children of bodi
associatedted with his kingdom and thatthatisit is 0 ya


