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ILECTURIE was to procure for oarselves, as in- | better than any other people possess. |fellow raen as by proper consideration it again. Edmuond Burke

BY

ASST. SUPT. JUNIUS ¥ WELLS

Delivered at the General Conference of
the ¥. M. M. I. A., Salt Lake Jity,
Sunday Evenlig, June 3rd, I888.

REPORTED BY F. E. BARKER,

In tooking over thla vast congrega-
getlan, | can but reflect, with infinite
lo¥,upon the occaslon that has Yronght
us. together. The exerclses of eonor
Conference are nearing their cooclu
sion, and the question may be asked of
1hose who.are here, Why have we thus
come together? What doea this Con-
ference import to those in whose in-
teregt it has been called? We have
heard words of eloguence, treating
upon themes of decpest interest to us
#dince we copvened yesterday morn-
tog. We have had lectures npon the-
¢logy, and science and histery; apon
the government of our Associations
apd treating npon the various items of
iatérest to us, that are calculated, in
their practical application to onr lives,
10 benefit us and advapce us in the
cultore and jmprovement of eurminds
and of our bearts. We have assem-
bled by thousands, because the youth
of this }aeople, the younz men and
women of Zion, are intereated fn the
cause of Zion.

Qur organization has had, durieg the
period” of jts existence, such an ex-

erience & to make an occasion of this

lnd one of the utmost satisfactien
and pleasure to those who |have |been
workers 1o ft. We reflect upon the
jabors et the past; and while, as we
have plodded aleng, step by step, our
advancement has oftentimes seemed
extremely slow, yet when we take &
retrogpective view we digcover that we
have made progress. It has not been
many jyears since, whken great fears
were expressed by those who bad stood
and borne the heat and burden. ot the
aday, in the defense of tbe cause of
Zlon, tor the future of Ziop: at least,
if mot for the fnture of Zion, tbey
were perplexed In looking about them
to se¢ where were those who
wounld fellow voluntarily in tbeir foot-
steps. The rude, impolite and olten
prolane conduct of many young men in
this community, & few years ago, was
spoken of to their shame. Sabbath-
breaking, intemperance, profanity and
. many evils had grown and increased to
an alarminyg extent emong us. I be-
lleve that I am within the bonnds of
truth when I sey that the Mutual Im-
provement Associations have effected
a very gréat reform in this respect. I
will, however,basing my remarks upon
reports that have come to 08, and that
bave heen read in your hearipg in this
Ceonference, allude to one or two of
the results of this Association.

A lew years ago it was the practice
to scnd out missionaries from our
midst trom the workshop and the fleld,

oung men who had never in their

ives stood on their feet to bear testi-
mouy of the truth, who had never
made an attempt to spesk in the name
of the Lord. Ridlculous,trying, palo-
fdl incidents have often been narrated
in, our hearipg of tho experierces of
these young men when facing stradge
andiences, hefore congregalions on
foreizn ghores. The authorities of the
Church had, at times, with difficulty,
been able to flnd, among the people
gnitable mlesionarles to send abroa
to proclaim the Gospel to the iohab-
jtants of the earth. I thick that I
might safely declare that the day is
past and fone forever in the history of
tala people when such needs to be the
case. We have reported here aboumt
fitteen thousand members of the Yeung
Men's Mutusl Improvemeant Associs-
tions, and ‘duripg the past jear,
‘each of those, has at least,
stood upon hia feet and said some-
thing, elther in the form of o lecture,
or a testimony or some exercise betore
the couctegation of his brethren. He
has had his frst experience at home,
among hls friends. And werds come
from the youny missionaries abroad
thanking the Lord firat, and these As-
sociations after, that they have had the
opportonity of receiving this experi-
epce among their associates, and not
ainong atrapgers who did not sympa-
thize with them. In some instances
this organization has mude its power
and influence felt in upbearing and
anstaining the' arms of the Holy
Priesthood. There have been prac-
tices among us which have met with
the -disapproval of the autharities
of the Church,and these Societies have
been called upon to use an influence to
put them down, and we have sncceeded
wherever that effort has been.upitedly
made; if oot as perfectly as was de-
sired, In & very great degree. Whilel
fecl that the Associations are entitled
to congratulation; while I feel and be-
Heve that they are entitled to a meed
of praise; while I believe tlat they
bave done good in the past, and I khew
that God has vouchsafed to ns His
holy spirit to support and sustain uws;
the purpose of my remarks tonight
shsll be to indicate,if it be in my
pewer, how we may do more good in
theéfiuoture than we have done 1n the
past. We may listen to the wise say-
ings of the sazes and those of expe-
riesce AmMODg US; We May reéceive jo-
gtroction from the lips of inspired
men; we may read words of light- and
truth for onr betterment, our natoral
development and eduocation; but the
efforts that we put forth ourselves, for
onr own mutusl improvement, are
those which will connt mogt to us in
lite. It will oot do for us forever to
lean upon another. When we started
out 10 this work of maotual improve-
ment, Lke cornsel and injunction to us

dividuals, a testimopny of the trath,

that we might npot depend upon
the testimeny of any other
Ban, but that  there might

be living within us an assurance that
we were acceﬁwd of God and engaged
in gromotlng is work upon the earth;
and this has been onr Jeading motive
and object, This has been our prin-
cipal work and achieyement, and this
foreyver will be the key to our success,
the foundation npon which we may
build, namely,sindividual testlmoblce
of the truth, obtained by exercises
that sball be from time to time pre-
scribed for us. Our mission in e is
to be exponents of the principles of
the Gospel of Jesuns Christ, revealed
from heaven, in the dispensation in
which we live, by the Prophet Josegh
Smith. Our destiny s 1o aid in the
establishment of the kingdom of God
upon the earth, with dominion and in-
floence; to %re are the people for the
coming of the Son of Man, who will
relgn and rule among them; to teach
the nationa of the earth the iaw ef God
and bripg mankind into subjectionto
the principles thereof. It has been
prociaimed in our bearfing by imspired
men, from ourchildhood, that this was
the destiny of the youth of this people,
and we have seen. thelr predictions

‘fulfilled irom year to year apnd from’

time to tlme, and today we are living in
a period of the grea‘est -possible in-
terest, becanse we have heard the ver

sltaation that we are passiog throug

described by the apirit and power of
prophecy in years that are oe. We
are having opportunities of proving
our fidelity, of displaying onr.integ-
rity to the truth, of proving eurselves
wortby to repregent the principles of
revealed truth, of the name we bear
of the bigh distinction that God
nas called us to, even: to be the mes-
sengers of life, to be the exemplars’ of
character and of holy und pure hames
unto the inhabitants of the earth. We
have set out to win & victory that the
world has failed to achieve by ali the
wisdem and learning and kEnowledge
that s {n i%: to estabilsh government
that ia applicable to the condition of
men, and that is indeed what it pro-
fesses to be. The greut, aye the great-
est, achievemcnt of this people 18 this,
that by the power of God, they have
leatned tec master and control their
pasglona and subject themselves to
the infiuences ot gurity and holiness.
They do not talk of virtue they do ot
possess.  Young men Of thls com-
touonity understand that their very
eternal jife depends upoen the purity
of their lives here upon this earth;
and upon that basis, opon that foun-
dation, with & Eeople in’ whom this
truth abides, God will rear a kingdom,
a nation, & power in the earth, thav is
irresistible, and against which no en-
emy can prevail,

We heard beantifully desenibed to us
the manner in which the foundation of
thls great structure has been laid, in
the rugged blocks of pranitethat have
been set irm upon the earth, upon
which ahall be bulit, by polishe& stonoe,
a pglorious, a maguoificent structure,
walls that shine and-glltter io the snn,
and spires that leok to heaven, glo-
rious in thelr beanty apd symmetry.
While we praise the work of the fath-
ers, we have no time to waste in pre-
pn.r'lng ourselves for the place that we
shall occupy in this great strocture. It
is by cotting and breaking off the rough
and [uneven parts, by polishing and
smoothing ourselves, being certain in
the first place that we are made of
zood and bonest material. We have
accomplished something by onr rell-
ance upon the gpirit of our religlon,
the instruction and counsel and teach-
inge that bave been given us. Now,
while not in the least Jdegree departiog
from these, the time has come 'when
we shonld take an onward atep.

It 18 s8aid of us, with more or less
truth, that we are oot 2 reading peo-
})le. The younyg mern and the young

adies of this community are charge-
able, to a certzin extent, with liznt-
mindedness and folly, with thought-
lessness, with indnlging in pastimes
and pleasyrea to the exclusion of
welghtier and more important cousid-
erations of life, We may not have
iven our hearts to the study and con-
sideration of .those things that will
most beneflt us, to the extent that we
shenld have done, but we are now
called upon to step forth and take a
front rapk, an advapce in the scale of
human intelligence, to inform and ed-
ucate ourselves, according to the in-
junctions of Holy Wylt and thecounsel
of the inspired Proptiets of God. We,ns
a people, receive perhaps more prac-
tical inatructions from the pnlpit than
any other people npon the carth. But
this is not encugh. I we wounld be-
come lesrned, if we would become
cultored,if we would occupy the place
that He has said we shonld eccopy,
if we would become, indeed, the peo-
Fle tbat God has declared it our priv-
lege to be, we must observe to obey
and keep His commandments ‘with
respect to the acquirement of knowl-
edge. The fathers ol the people, our
lesders, have not ignored the use
of books. They are almost univer-
sally versed in the Holy Scriptures
They have read with profound thounght
the ntterances of inspired men of other
ages. They have pored over the Bock
of Mormon; they bave studied and
iearped by heart the revelations ol
modern times; they ure familiar with
the history of the world to a greater or
less extent. ThoSe who have occu-
pied high esod lmportant positions
among Us have been, in some instan-
cey, notorious for their knowledge of
tie past history of the races and peo-
plea of the world.” Gur opportunitles
tor acguiring knowledge respecting the

countries end places of the world are

I bave baen abroad and have met tour-
ists who have been travellog for the
parposes8 of acquiring kpnowledge of
countrieg and people, and tor(fleasure.
But among them all, rare, isdeed, bas
been the time when I have seen one
who possessed so good an opportunity
ad the plodding,unknown Elders of the
‘Church, going from place to place
proclaiming the trunth.
tourist visits the hotels, the large gal-
leries, inding companjons of his own
conptry, with whom he constantly as-
gociates and conversea, He might al-
most a8 well Bave taken up the guide
book and studled those countries
which he viaits, at home. But with the
Elder of tne Church, how is it? He
has no guide book; he goes to no bo-
tel. Bnt he visits among the peopls;
he walks across the counntry from ene
point to apother. He is iuformed of
the people; he Jearns the history of the
day a4 no other tourist learns it. I
many instances, however, there are
Elders, young and inexperienced El

dera among 0, Whe o abread withont
having knowledge encugh of the histo-
ry of the world to aﬁpreciate the
things they see. I have kpown Elders
to pass within  three miles of
Canterbury Town, in England, and be-
cause of their utter lack of knowledge
of the history of England, they had
not cariosity nor interest enmough to
walk over that distance of threa miles,
and see the place where Thomas
a’Becket was sra.ln-—to gize npon one
of the graadest stroctures of olden
times, or to learn the lessons which
the ipscriptions opon the memorial
atopes in teat grand building contsln.
1 was visiting Trafalgar Sqaare, ia the
city of London, with & young man of

onr'community, and looking npon the’

Nelson monument, a glorieus, grand
monument ¢f the devotion of the
British to their zreat Admiral. After
viewing the lons at its base, cut by
one of 1ke world’s most famous senlp-
tors, the great Thorwaldsen, and dab-
bliog in the fountains that play abeut
it, a5 we left'the square, I nsked him
waat he thought of the mooument. His
obgervation was, **It's awfal high.”” [
told bim the height of it, ard he re-
sponded by the inquiry, ““What's it
fur?” It wasn’t & house to llve in; ‘it
wasn't a barn, nor & windmill; snod it
wansa mystery to him why se great a
colomn shou]ld be erected insuch &
place. And this through lack of read-
ing; this because he was jgnoramt
of the history of that conntry.

I recite thedé instances, not that [
think it i3 rHecessary to say tmuch of
what}we dojout know, bot that-there is
much for uste learn. Thereis much that
we heed to know, to qualify ourselves
for the mission that is before ns. [tis
vain for us to hope to acquire that
knowledge witheut systematic study,
withont we give our hearts and our
thoughts to refiectlop, and to the im-
provement and cultivation ef our
minds, 5

We have an organization that is cap-
able of prescrihing to its members the
manner and methoda to be poraued to
make them in al! respects capable and
Erepared for the duties of life that are

efore'them. And that is onr missioo,
to aid and help, in preparing ourselves
to live succeasfully, to perform the
duatles of lite in & manner that shall be
pleasing to God and acceptable to His
servants, and to ourselves. There are
those withith the sousd of my voice,
the young people of this community
who if asked 'will generally respon(i
and say, We dcsire knowledge, we
desire culture, we desire improve-
ment. The great diflicolty among
us is proper preparation. The
number of young people in tals city,
aRd in tbis Territory, who ask the
question, What shall I'read? aud How

shall I read? is very greet, and it i8]

constantly increasing. These ques-
tions apring to the lips of almost
every one into whose heart has entered
the degire for knowledge. We go into
the llbraries, or inta the bookstores,
ard gaze Upon the shelves of books,
row, upon rew, in birdings of every
bue, nud we are bewildered to know
which of these we shonjd select, for
onr information, for our culture, and
the development of our faculties. We
are 88 likely as not to make a choice
that ia bad. It we ask the book-
seller, be will perhaps cite ns to
the most popalar book of the day,
without regard to our needs or bec-
essities. We turn away, bewlldered
and discouraged, in lookfng upon the
vast quantity ef books that are pre-
sented for us to choose from; and
still, deep im our hearta, arc these
queations: What shall I read to the
best advantage? How shall [ read in
order to learn the must? And we need
direction in regard to these things.

In selecting books to read, the first
considerationshould be, what do we
wish to know? For wbat purpose deo
we wish to acquire knewledge? We
wish to prepare ounrselves to be repre«
gentatives of the cause in which we
are eagaged. The first thing, then,
that we sheuld know, is the troth re-
apecling that cavse, to Enow the truth
that it involves; to know the laws by
which we shall be czoverned, and 1n-
vite mankind to be governed:; toknow,
in & word, the principles of divine
trath, and to be prepared to explaio
them te onr fellow men, If we wounld
be happy with the profession of
Latter-day  Saints, wWe must be
able to zive a reason fer the
fajtb that i in os. If we are to ge
abroad into the world, we shonld de-
gire to know the history of the world
to which we shall zo and beer our tes-
tiwong, lesrn thin that ure re-
garded by the world and to have a
proper appreciation of those to whom
we are pent, We can in a0 way
80 readlly reacb the hearts ef our

The average:

for their present cordition.

with tbhe light and ald of the Holy
Spirit, we may become unto them min-
isters of help, and 2id and guide them
intoa better condition. e should
also desire, if we would be happy and
enjoy life, to nnderstand something
of the worksof God with which we
ure purronnded. We should under-
stand aemething of our own organjza-
tiop; we shguld understand somethlog
of the acieuces of life. And our de-
light cannot be mads perfect, our suc-
cess and happiness in Jife canuet be
aecured except on theattainment of
koowledge that puts usinto harmony,
to a certain degree, at least, with the
things and people of the world. I do
not mean, in this respect, that we
should harmonize,mith the evils of the
world; bat we should know the world
that we might be able to mjnister nnto
the world. All that the world con-
tains of truth, all that it can teach us
that is in harmony with the principles
the -Lord has revealed for onr salva-
tion it is ear privilege and duty to ac-
quire s kpoowledze of. All this yon
will readily gract, but how 8 this
kmowledge to be obtajned? We
may go to the world, even the
most  intelligent men of ° the
world, renoweed for their scholar-
shlf, renowned for their eduo-
cation and their talent, renowned as
teachers of their fellow-men and of
the youth of the people, And we, ag the
vouth of the Latter-day Saints, would
appeai in vain for proper guidunce how
to read, and bow to study, and hew to
improve onrselves, becanse they are
not io sympathy with the motives
which we have in view and with the
work that must occlipy our lives.

The world cannot prescribe te ua
a conrse of reading; but do
oot believe that it §s in vain
for us teo prescribe ao course f9r
ourselves. With the organization
of the Young Men’s Mutual Improve-
ment Associations, it is poasible for
us to lay belore every youmz man in
thia Church a plan by which be may
coltivete and edocate himself; by
whick he may ledarn to know tbe prin-
clples of the Gospel of Jesus Christ
the histories of the world, science an
zeneral literatore by which he may be
improved in maoner, it costoms snd
in  daily Jife, by which he may
be taught how to control and govern

bimself, how te educate himself
before  his  fellow men  and
the world. Apnd these  sassocis-

tions,will not be mutnal improvement
aesoclations enly to the-extent that
they are found engaged in performiog
this labor. .

+ Now as the time is limited, [ desirep
as plalnly and as practically a8 possible,
to lay hefore you a proposition that is
belnz entertajoned by the officers of the
Mutuoal Improvement Assoeiations in -~
tended to introduce a courge of read-
ing, Whatever we may have attained
to in the matter ot inteliigence or
knowledge, ot books, 85 a rule, the
young people of our community are
not great readers. There are many
of themn who never read atall., Iam
sarprised on 1nvestl§ntlng this mafter,
rather closely, 1o find how many among
us, who pass muster 28 Intelligent
young men, who have never read the
first principles of the Gospel; who have
never read the Bible, nor the Book of
Morofon, nor the Book of Doctrine
and Covenants, nor the Pearl of Great
Price; who have never read the history
of our own couniry, nor the history
of England; who bave never taken into
thelr hands a book of sclence; who are
unacqueinted with the great writers,
apd who have no appreciation of the
writers of ability among ourselves.
There are many whe have coutented
themselves with the little Enowledrme
that they have acquired in achdel; who
have permitted the over-weening de-
sire for weslth t0 engrosa their atten-
tion; who have let the manual voca-
tions of life consume s}l their time ard
attention, withont takipg time
for the cultivation of thelr
minds, And therefore, they
are unresd and unlettered; and
as long as this conditlon prevalls
‘among us, we will fail to realize our
great destiny.

- We propose to introduce a course of
reading that shall be of such s cnarac-
ter,that whencoempleted, the attentive
reader will have read and stodicd every
principle and doctrine that pertains to
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints. He will have read the
bistorles of the various conotries of
the world.. He will have read im
science those truths that we are safe
in accepting, without the fictions and
theeries that are dangerous te the
peace and satisfaction of the human
mind. He willhave become sufficiently
acquainted with the general literature
| cg“ﬁle world to at least Bave developed
within his beart s desire for further
reading. He will have Jaid the founda-
tion for correct babits of reading
theoghtinlly, reading with method

and an alm in ., view, The
desultory reading that mapy Iao-
dnlge in, the bhabit that many

have adopted, of reading themselves
down into ntfer frivolity of thought,
by glancing upon-page after page ot
some work of trashy, light literatore,
withont thought, i8 rojning the mind
that God has given them. It isleading
those who fnanlge fn it into bondage,n
slavery from which they will not be
likely esasily to escape. E

1f weread at all, we should resd
with attention. The first rule, the

READ WITH. ATTENTION. The
greatest examples of those who shine
in the world, of successful readers,
are those who have read 2 book as
| though they pever were to look upon

It we do |such. Daniel Webster wag Bhoth o
anderstand their preseant conditjon, | He says, ia his antoblozraphy Othey

 hnt ten pages, and Know whay 5

golden role, of the resder is this:.

L8 ope

ing of the period of his Spesi,
hookS Were 60 FaTe that whep D i
hold of one in thelr house, :hty" Bot
thought that to resd it over g Cere
twice would sullice,bhat that ther p
to commit it to memory, and na
thelr very own. It 18 better ¢ il
read tha;l t.t? restd 4 thonsang fnh:'::
manuoer that is often custom
us. i B Y Aoy
The course of readlog we py
introduce  will Becesquru;) s 1o
Beriod of four or flve Fears; gyy !
ave gone 60 far as 1o baable,ty i,
tq present the works that wi] hg',m‘
ommended for the frst TEAPS peggi,
These werks will be: 0.
a. On Doctrine: The Flrst prip,,
of the Gospel, by Elder B. H. oot
who 13 eogaged in preparing 3 g,
specially for our Associations, urk
b. Om Scleice, Natoral Stlence.
work known a8 the First Bookofy,'
ture, by Prof. James K. Talm.g, '[
will contain, though perhaps nogyy "
order_that [ shall read, m““"lh:
mey be described in the foljgy,:
headings: Things, alive and qy,*
Rocks, and what they bave y tal
Crystals, and how ther are W
Plants, and how they [lve—The
of the flowers, birds and beasts
ufd butterfiles—Man the grea!ea“n-k
ol God—The heavens above—Tp. .
moon and stars--Nature’s brug o
ptaise. 3
Under such titles a8 these wy)
treated, iu a sitmple, easy ang cg be
henslve manuver,the minera), vemm;
il

.
leasoyr,

and animsl kingdoms and g
knowledge of asttonomy, enog b g,
Iy to glve us an lucelive {o .
urther,and to cAnse us b0 pauss gy,
walk throngh life, and try to gpg,,
stand the thiogs ef nuture with wh.
we are surtounded,

¢. In history, it 189 proposed iy,
take up the Histery of Enzland. Tyg,
has een written & hlgigry of
England by Charles Dickyr,
that ja regarded &8s applicable o
conditjon of the younp Dpeoplsof g,
Territory. It {is writleo m g
lapguage. It is written in a dip,
manner, designed to attract tha sy,
tion and hold it with the Interest o
& Btory. y

d. Ot general literaturs, it {s

osed that we shall read selecti,

tom the writings of Waghipg,
Irving, probably the most gy
guished of American anthors.

e. Of Home Liverature, we will 1y
the Life of Nephi, by Presldent Gey.,
Q. Cannon,

These five books Wil constitaleqy
firet year's couorse, and they wi
read methodically. They wlll bepy
a8 directed, within the time by
prescribed. This set of books wil},
prepared and wilt be Introduced joy
every ‘soclety, The themes and s,
jects of which they treat will be mon
or less elaborated in supplemeay
articles to be published o the Contrp.
utor {rom month to month,

The exercises in the Matuallmpros.
ment Associations. will have & ding
reference to the hooks that we py
and the matter tha$ they contain. Thy
every week we will hear & lecturegpo
those sublects of which, doripg th
week we are reading; and these Jp.
tures will have & tendency todire
and concentrate eut minds upooprin.
ples that we arereading. Neartheclos
of the season’s work, test guestjon
will be sent out which the readersan
expected to answer, and which %i}
indicate the attemtlon they have be.
stowed npen the courag of resdis;
and the tidelity with widch they har
followed it.

It is expected that these bookawj|
be ready for distribotiou among the
Associations on the Commencemeyt o
thejr season’s regnlar work, lhllhrs',
week in October. Lhe plac of distr.
butlon, the cost of the works, which
will be to the Associations merly the
coat of makiog the hooks sod of hand.
ling them, will be sent out o ample
time te the officers of the associations,
who ate expected to use thelr beat o
deavors to iotrodnce this conrse ol
reading, and te see that it I8 tollowsd
faithfully by the members of their -
spegtive aocleties.

What a grand and glorious speciacle
it will be,young men And ¥OUBg Komen
of Zion,whcn it may be said that there
are five thousand, a third of theme-
bers of the Young Men’s Associations,
who are qursulng this course, tih
methodical course of reading! sbe
are reading the doctriped of dirie
truth, who are reading the sciences s
lite, of the worl?!; who are
reading the history of tbe pssl and
are becomiog acquainted with tie
literature of the present thine; wboare
cultivating their minds, and laying e
foundation "for far more extensivg
mere comprehensive reading lnibe
future; who are forming coret
habits of readiog, lesrolog bow
to derive the best knowledge from
Y oks; learning how to secore tothen-
selves those {mplements that will
qualify them as hushaadmen b the
greit fleld that God has called them1o
labor in! 0

This is Mutual Improvement. Tels
is what we are organized for; tolern,
10 acqulre knowledge, to form babits
of study, correct hubits, by which we
may obtzein in this life all the infores-.
‘tion that it 1@ possibie for the humin
mind to gain to advantage, Acdwhie
obtaining this knowledge, in the prac-
tical school of life,anderthe directions!
the noly pricsthood of God, weare d
veloping the noblest, the best trails [
cheracter, to make s, indeed, Desie
the-image of Akmighty God, and raps-
ble of beering the resgonsibilily s

He calla us to bear in this [iie;succe-



