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in looking over this vast
gegutlontion I1 can but reflect with infinite
laylayupanupon the occasion that has brought
IRS8 together the exercises of our
conference are nearingbearing their
eionalon and the question may be asked of
those who are here why navehave we thus
come together what does this con
terenceference import to those in whose in-
terest it has been called we have
heard words of eloquence treating
upon themes of deepest interest to us
since we convened yesterday morn-
ing we have hadbad lectures upon the-
ology and science and history upon
the government of our associations
and treating upon the various items oi01

interest to us that are calculated in
their practical application to our 1livesives
to benefit us and advance us in the
culture and improvement of oureur minds
and of our hearts we have assem-
bled by thousands because the youth
of this people the young men saidand
women of zion are interested in the
cause of zion

our organization has had during the
period existence such an ex

ermenceence 41 to make an occasion of thisCEirlladad one of the utmost satisfaction
and pleasure to those who bave been
workers in it we reflect upon the
labors of the past and while as we
havehalve plodded along step by step our
advancement has oftentimes seemed
extremely slow yet when we take a
retrospective view we discover that we
have made progress it has not been
many years since when great fears
were expressed by those who hadbad stood
and borne the beat and burden of the
day in the defense of toethe cause of
zion torfor the future of Z 1 at least
it not for the future of zion they
were perplexed in looking about them
to see where were those who
would follow voluntarily inn their foot-
steps the rude impolite and oltenoften
profane conduct of many young men in
this community a few years ago was
spoken of to their shame

intemperance profanity and
many evils hadbad grown and increased to
an alarming extent among usas I1 be-
lieve that I1 am within the bounds of
truthtroth when I1 say that the mutual im-
provementpro associations have effected
a very great reform in this respect I1
will however basing my remarks upon
reports that have come to usuis and that
have been read in your hearingbearing in this
conference allude to one or two of
the results of thisthia association

A few years ago it was the practice
to send out missionaries from our
amidst from the workshop and the field
oung men who had never in theirlivesboungves stood on their feet to bear testi-

mony of the truth who had never
made an attempt to speak in the name
0fiot the lord ridiculous trying pain-
ful incidents have often been narrated
in our hearing of the experiences of
these young men when facing strange
audiences before congregations on
foreign shores the authorities of the
church had at times with difficulty
been able to find among the people
suitable missionaries to send abroad
to proclaim the gospel to the inhab-
itants of the earth I1 think that I1
might safely declare that the day is
past and gone forever in the history oiofpaiththiss people when such needs to be the
case we have reported here about
fifteen thousand members of the young
mens mutual improvement associa-
tions and during the past year
each of those has at least
stood upon hithis feet and said some-
thing either in the form of a lecture
or a testimony or some exercise before
the congregation of hisbis brethren he
has had hisbis first experience at home
among hisbis friends and words come
from the young missionaries abroad
thanking the lord first and these as-
sociations after that they have hadbad the
opportunity of receivingrece ivine this experi-
ence among their associates and not
among strangersatra agers who did not sympa-
thize with them in some instances
this organization has made its power
and influence felt in upbearing and
sustaining the arms of the holy
priesthood there have been prac-
tices among us which have met with
the disapproval of the authorities
ofef the churchardChur chand these societies have
been called upon to use an influence to
put them down and we have succeeded
wherever that effort has been
made itif not as perfectly as was de-
sired ininaa very great degree while I1
feel jutthat the associations are entitled
to congratulation while I1 feel and be-
lieve that they are entitled to a meed
of praise while I1 believe ttthat they
have done good in the past and I1 know
that god has vouchsafed to us his
holy spirit to support and sustain us
the purpose of my remarks tonight
shall be to indicate if it be in my
power how we may do more good in

than we have done in the
past we may listen to the wise say-
ings of the eases and those of expe-
rience among us we may receive in-
structionst from the lips of inspired
men we may read words of light andaad
truth torfor ouroar betterment our natural
development and education but the
efforts that we put forth ourselves for
our own mutual improvement are
those which will count most to us in
litelile it will not do torfor us forever to
lean upon another when we started
out in this work of mutual improve-
ment the counsel and injunction to us

was to procure torfor ourselves as in-
dividualsdivi duals a testimony olof the truth
that we might not depend upon
the testimony of any other
man but that there might
be living within us an assurance that
we were accepted of god and engaged
in his work uponupon the earthearth
and this has been our leading motive
and object this has been our prin-
cipal worworkkandand achleyachievementement and this
forever will be the key to our success
the foundation upon which we may
build namely individual testimonies
of the truth obtained by exercises
that shall be iromfrom time to time pre-
scribed for us our in life is
to be exponents of the principles of
the gospel of jesus christ revealed
from heaven in the dispensation in
which we live by the prophet josephjosea it
smith our destiny tois to aid in thette
establishment of the kingdomkingdoin of god
upon the earth with dominion and in-
fluence to prepare the people for the
coming of akethecelaresonon of man who will
reign and rule among them to teach
the nations of the earth the law of god
and bring mankind into subjectionsubsection to
the principles thereof itt has beenvacmes theraprocproclaimedaaim in our b ug by inspired
memen from ouroar childhood that this was
the destiny of the youth of this people
and we have seen their predictions
fulfilled from year to year andan from
time to time and today we are living in
a period of the greatest possible in-
terest because we have heardbeard the very
situation that we are passing through
described by the spirit andaad power of
prophecy in years that are gone we
are having opportunities otof proving
our fidelity of displaying our integ-
rity to the truth of proving ourselves
worthy to represent the principles of
revealed truth of the name we bear
of the high distinction that godgd
hishas called us to even to be the mes-
sengersof life to be the exemplars of
character and of holy and pure namesname
unto toethe inhabitants of the earth Wwe
have set out to win a victory that the
world has failed to achieve by all the
wisdom and learning and knowledge
that to in it to establish government
that is applicable to the condition of
men and that is indeed what it pro-
fesses to be the great aye the great-
est achievement of this people tois this
that by the power of god they have
learned to master and control their
passionspas sious and subject themselves to
the influences of purity and hoholinessliness
they do not talk I1ol01 virtue they do not
possess young men of this com-
munity understand that their very
eternal life depends upon the purity
of their lives here upon this earth
and upon that basis upon that foun-
dation with a people in whom this
truth abides god will rear a kingdom
a nation a power in the earth that is
irresistible and against which no en-
emy can prevail

we heard beautifully describeddesen bed to us
the manner in which the foundation of
this great structure has been laid in
the rugged blocks of granite that have
beensenbeen set firm upon the earth upon
which shall be built piby polipolishedshea stone
a glorious a magnificent structure
walls that shine and glitter in the sun t
and spires that look to heaven glo-
rious in their beauty and symmetry 1

while we praise the work of the fatafath-
ersirs we have no time to waste in pre-
paring ourselves for the place that we
shall occupy iuin this great structure it
is by cutting and breaking off the rough
and Juriuneveneven partspart by polishing and
smoothing ourselves bebeingg certain in
the first place that we cretire made of
good and honest material we have
accomplished something by our
ance upon toethe spiritspine of01 our religion oy
the instructioninstruct ioB and counsel aandteach-
ings that have been given usas now
while not in the least degreedecree departing
from these the time has come when
we should take an onward step

it is said of us with more or less
truth that we are not a reading peo-
pleile the young men and the young
ladiesladies of this community are charge-
able to a certain extent with ligat
mindedness and folly with thought-
lessnessles with andulindulginging in pastimes
and pleaspleasureses to taethe exclusion of
weightier alydand more important consid-
erationserat ions of life we may not have
given our hearts to the study and con-
sideration of thoseabose things that will
most benefit us to the extent that we
should have done but we ateare now
called upon to step forth and take a
front rank an adadvancevalice in the scale oilof
human intelligence to inform and ed
acate ourselves adaccordingbording to the in-
junctions of holy and thecounsel
of the inspired Proplift of god
a people receive perhaps more prac-
tical instructions from the pulpit than
any otherether people upon the earth but
this is not enough if we would be-
come learned itif we would become
culturedif we would occupy the place
that he has said we should occupy
itif we would become indeed the peo-
ple that god has declared it our priv-
ilege to hebe we must observe to obey
and keep hishie commandments with
respect to the acquirement of knowl-
edge the fathers of the peopeoplewee our
leaders have not ignored the use
of booksbooks they are almost nouniver-
sally

ver
versed in the holy scriptures

they have read with profound thouthoughtht
the utterances of inspired men of otterother
ages they have pored over the book
of mormon they have and
learned by heart the revelations of
modern times they are familiar with
the history of the world to a greater or
less extent those who have occu-
pied high and important positions
among us have been in some instan-
ces

ineman
notorious for their knowledge of

the past history of the races and peo
pleapleastof the world our opportunities
torfor acquiring kilowknowledgeledge respecting the
countries and places of the world are

better than sayany other people possposeos
I1 have been abroad and have met tour-
ists who have been traveling for the
purposes of acquiring knowledge of
countries and people and for pleasure
but among them all rare indeed has
been the time when I1 have seen one
who possessed sorso good an opportunity
as the plodding unknown elders of the
church founggoing from glaceplace to place

proclaim fag the trutruth the averagelauristtourist visits the hotels the large gal-
leries finding companions of his own
country with whom he constantly as-
sociatessocia tes and converses he might al-
most as well have taken up the guidegold
book and studied those countries
which he visits at home but with the
elderbider of the churchchurch howhew is it he
has no guide book he goes to no ho-
tel

bo-
tel butbat he visits among the people
be walks across the country from one
point to another he is informed of
the people hebe learns the history of the
day as no other tourist learns it Isie
many instances however there are
elders young and inexperienced el
ders among unue who go abroad without
havingha vine knowledge enough of the histo-
ry of the world to appreciate the
things they sesee I1 have known elders
to pass within three miles of
canterbury town in england and be-
cause of their utter lack of knowledge
of the history of england they hadbad
not curiosity nor interest enough to
walk over that distance of three miles
and see the place where thomas
abecket was slain to gaze upon one
of the grandest structures of olden
times or to learn the lessons whichalmesthehe inscriptionsscript ions upon the memorial
stones in that grand building contain
I1 was visiting trafalgar square in the
city of london with a young man of
our community and looking upon the
nelson monument a glorious grandrand
monument of the devotion ofof the
british to their great admiral after
viewing the lions at its base cut by
one of the worlds most farouq sculp-
tors the greatcreat and dab
tiling in the fountains that play about
it as we left the 11squarequare I1 asked him
diatwhat hebe thought ofif the monument his
observation was ItS Awful high I1
told him the heightbeight of it and be re-
sponded by thefie inquiry it
fur it a house to live in it

a barn nor a windmill and it
was a royalmysteryte to him why so great a
column shoushouldild be erected in such
place and anisis through lack of read-
ing this because hebe was ignorant
of the history of that country

I1 recite thad instances not that I1
think it is necessarycessarecessary to say much of

know but that there tois
much forastefor uste learn there is much that
we need to know to qualityqualify ourselves
torfor the mission that is before us it is
vain for us to hope to acquire that
knowledge without systematic study
without we give our hearts and our
thoughts to reflection and to the im-
provementpro and cultivation of our
mindswe have an organization that is cap-
able of prescribing to its members the
manner and methods to be pursued to
make them toin all respects capable and
prepared for the duties of life that arebeforebefore them and that is our mission
to aid and help in preparing ourselves
to live successfully to perform the
duties of life in a manner that shall be
pleasing to god and acceptable to his
servants and to ourselves there are
those witchita the sound of myiny voice
the young people of this community
who itif asked will generally responddespona
and say we desire knowledge we
desire culturecull we desire improve-
ment the great difficulty among
us is proper preparation thetbnumber oxor young people in this sitycitycity
andaad lain this territory who ask tbthe
question what shall I1 roadread aad how
shall I1 read is very great and it is

increasing these ques-
tions spring to the lips of almost
every oneene into whose heart has entered
thedethedesirerAre lorfor knowledge we go into
the libraries or into the bookstores
andaad gaze upon the shelves of books
row upon row in bindings of every
hueihue and we are bewildered to know
which of these we should select for
our information for our culture and
the development of outour faculties Wwee
are as likely as not to make a choice
that is bad if we ask the book
seller he will perhaps cite us to
the mostmoot popular book of the day
without regard to our needs or nec-
essitieseastessi ties we turn away bewildered
andaad discouraged in looking upon the
vast quantity ofef books that are pre-
sented for us to choose from and
still deep in our hearts I1 are these
questions what shall I1 read to the
bestbeat advantage how shall 1I read in
order to learn the must and we need
direction in regard to these things

in selecting books to read the first
consideration should be what do we
wish to know for what purpose do
we wish to acquire knowledge we
wish to prepare ourselves to be repre-
sentativessentatives of the cause in which we
are engagedea the first thing then
that we should know is the truth re-
spectingspec ting that came to know the truth
tthatat it involves to know the laws by
which wewd shall be governed and in-
vite mankind to be governed to know
in a word the principles of divine
truth and to be prepared to explain
them to our fellow men if we would
be happy with the profession of
latter day saints we must be
able to give a reason for the
faith that is in us if we are to goge
abroad into the world we should de-
sire to know toethe history of the world
to which we shall go and bear our testea
titimoniatimonmonirff learn thinthings that are re-
garded by the world and to have a
proper appreciation of those to whom
we are sent we can in no way
so readily reach the hearts ofef our

fellow men as by proper consideration
for their present condition it we do
understand their present condition
with the light and aid of the holy
spirit we may become untoonto them min-
isters of help and aid and guide them
into a better condition we should
also desire if livewe would be happy and
enjoy life to understand something
of the works of god with which we
are surrounded we should under-
stand something of our own organiza-
tion we shoula understand something
of the sciences of life and our de-
light cannot be made perfect our suc-
cess and happiness in life cannot be
secured except on the attainment of
knowledge that puts us into harmony
to a certain degree at least with the
things and people of the world I1 do
not mean in this respect that we
should

meg the evils of the
world but we should know the world
that we might be able to minister unto
the world all that the world con-
tains of truth all that it can teach uus
that is in harmony with the principles
the lord has revealed for our salva-
tion it is our privilege and duty to ac-
quire a knowledge of Aall11 tthishis you
will readily grant but howbow is this
knowledge to be obtained Wwee
may go to the world even the
most intelligent men of the
world renowned for their scholar-
ship81 I1 1 renowned for their edu-
cationcalfon and their talent renowned as
teachers of their fellow men and of0
the youth of the people and we as the
youth of the latter day saints would
appeal in vain for proper guidance howbow
to read and bow to study and howhew to
improve ourselvesoarselves because they are
not in sympathy with the motives
which we have in view aud with the
work that must occupy our lives

the world cannot prescribe to usua
a course of reading but I1 do
not believe that it is in vain
for us to prescribe a course torfrourselves with the organization
of the mens mutual improve-
ment associations it is possible for
us to lay before every young man inia
this church a plan by which he may
cultivate and educate himself by
which he may learn to know the prin-
ciples of the gospel of jesus christ
the histories of the world science andana
general literature by which he may be
improved in manner in customs and
in daily life by which he may
bbe taughtlit howbow to control and govern
hhimself how to educate himself
before his fellow men andana
the world and these associa-
tions will not be mutual improvement
associations only to the extent that
they are found engaged in performing
this labor

now as the tinietime is limited I1 desire
as plainly and as practically as possible
to lay before you a proposition that is
beina entertained by the officers of the
mutual improvement associations in
tended to introduce a coursecoarse of read-
ing whatever we may have attained
to in the matter otof intelligence or
knowledge otol bloks as a rule the
young people of our community are
not great readers there are many
of them who never read at all I1 am
surprised on investigating this matter
rather closelyto findana how many among
us who pass muster as intelligent
young men who have never read the
first principles of the gospel who have
never read the bible nor the book of
Mornmormonron nor thetee book of doctrine
and covenants nor the pearl of great
price who have never read the history
of our own country nor the history
of england who have never taken into
their hands a book of science who are
unacquainted with the great writers
and who have no appreciation of the
writers of ability among ourselves
there are many who have contented
themselves with the little kLowknowledgeledge
that they have acquired in school who
have permitted toethe overweeningover de-
sire for wealth to engross their atten-
tion who have let the manual voca-
tions otof life consume all their time andaird
attention without taking time
for the cultivation otOL their
minds and therefore they
are unread and unlettered and
as long as this condition prevailsprevAlls
among us we will fail to realize our
great destiny

we propose to introduce a course of
reading that shall be of such a charac
berthatter that when completed the attentive
reader will have read and studied every
principle and doctrine that pertains to
the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints he will have read the
histories of the various countries of
the world he will have read in
science those truths that we are safe
in accepting without the fictionsactions and
theories that are dangerous to the
peace and satisfaction of the human
mind he will have become sufficiently
acquaintedI1 ted with the general literatureVof theTLe horldworld to at least have developed
withinwit in hisbis heart a desire for further
reading he will have laid the founda-
tion for correct habits of reading
thoughtfully reading with methotmethod
and an aim in yaviewlew the
desultory reading thattha many in
bulge in the habitbabit that many
have adopted of reading themselves
down into utter frivolity of thought
by glancing upon pageage after page of
some work of trashy light literature
without thought is ruining the mind
that god has given them it is leading
those who indulge thin it into bondagebond agea
slavery from which they will no- bet bt
likely easily to escape

itif we read at all we should read
with attention the first rule the
goldeneolden rule of the reader is this
READ WMWITH ATTENTION the
greatest examples of those who shine
in the world otol successful readers
are those who have read a book as
though they never were to loolookkuponupon

it again edmund burke we
such daniel webster wiwas out
he says in his autobiographyanolianoth
ing ofof the period of his yo nth

I1 speak

bdbooks were so rare that when th thatlt
hold of one in their house the

they got

thought that to read it overorettIs er

twice would that than
once 0otr

akeyto commit it to memory moriisandaoriiS Vitr
their very own it is better gitlto

disk e it

but ten pages and know whatwha we efto11

read than to read a thousand if
eve

minnermanner that is often customary tit
us aloagm

the course of reading we proposepropoieintroduce will necessarily covcove
to0

periodbriod of four or five years andgavehave gone so far asastoto bebeable tonito present the works that willm be
t

recmendedcommendedom for the first years re
these works will be

a on doctrine the first i

of the gospel by elder B iihsoyrobert
who is engaged in preparing awQspecially for our associations w

6 on scienceScie tice natural Scle actwork known as the first bockol 1

turelure by prof james E age
will contain thouah perhapsps not toin i

it

order that Y1 shashallI1 read matter
may teoe described in the tellowfolio
headings things alive and dead
rocks and what they have to tallcrystals and how they are
plants sodand how they live the leadsleu
of the flowers birds and begot i be

8

add butterbutterfliesfiles maetheman the gr a
of god the heavens aboa he

work
eramoon and stars naturesnature

praise
under such titles as these winwill beh

treated in a simple easy and comprecomoro
mannmanu erthe mineral

and animal kingdoms andaad a aiuetueknowledge of astronomy enougheno beltgin
ply to rivegive us an incentiveI10o mmmdfurt herand to cause us to pauseu
walk through life and try to oustudde

standaland the things of nature with ku
we are surrounded I1yc in history it is proposed theathe
take uup the history ofof angland TZ
has

ge
beenen written a historyhlstormi0england by charles dekee

that is regarded as applicable to the

condition of the young people of thi

territory it is written ulp ii

language it is written in a tedtmanner designed to attract the attan

tion Wand hold it with the interest 1

a story
d of01 general literature it isig AM

posed that we shall11 rearead
from the writings of
irving probably the mostmoat sf
gulshen of americasamerican authors

e of home literature we will MA
the life of neobi by president geoiaceone
Q cannon

these five books will constitute the

first years courbetcourset and thea
they will beh

read methodically they w I1 be aw
as directed within the time that leii
prescribed this set of books will be

prepared and will bube introduced intoink
every oosocietyclety the themes and sgabeveet of which they treat will be wremore

or less elaborated in
articlesartlclea to be published in thithe contri-
butor from mouthmonth to mouthmonth

the exercises inia the mutual improve

ment associations will have a dzieci
reference to the books that we realnu
and the matter that they contain thee
every week we will haar a lecture
those subjectssub lecta of which during the
week we are reading and these le-
ctures will have a tendency to diat
and concentrate our minds upon princ-
iples that we are reading
of the seasonssea ons work test questions

will be sentsen t out which the readersreadereshare
expected to answer and which will

indicate the attention they have be

stowed upon the course mcdial
and the fidelity with fifth they litre

followed it
it is expected that these booksboob willvilli

be ready for distribution among the
associations on theatie commecommencementeamei ofbf

their seasons regular workwor thethelby
week in october 1I1he plan of dilli
button the cost of the works which

will be to the associations merelymemy tiethe
cost of making the books and bfb hindhand

lingilog them will be sent out in ample

time tote the officers of the
who are expected tote use their begbeatenev

deavors to introduce this course of
reading and to seesao that it is followed

faithfully by thetb members of their r-
espectivespec tiveetive societies

what a grand and gloriousglo riona spectacle

it will bayoubenyoungbe youngng men and hougg women

of Zion when it may be said th althere
are five thousand a third ofdf
bers of the young mens Asseo mem
who are pursuing this course thleahli

methodical course of reading who

are reading the doctrines of01 urine

truth who are readireadingnithethe sciencescees1I

life of the world who ireare

reading the history of the PputA uiud
are becoming acquainted with the

literature of the present timelipe who usr
cultivating their minds and laying the

foundation for tarfar more extend fc
more comprehensive reading inobe

future who are forming correct

habits of reading learnlearninglog how

to derive the bestbeat knowledge from

blbe learning how to secure to the-
mselves those implements that will

qualify them aran husbandmen in the

treatcrem field that god has called them to

laborinlabor in
this is mutual improvement taw

is what we are organized torfor to lowlarbi

to acquire knowledge to tom babits

of study correct habitsbabits by which we

may obtain in this life allall the 1110

tion that it is possible forthefor the babii
mind to gain to advantage I1

obtaining this knowledge in10 60thedac
school of DOI

the holy priesthood of god we avart d-
evelopingve the noblnoblestestt the best traits ofel

character to make us indeed wedmen in10

thethelthelimagemascotof almighty god AM CA

act
ble of bearing the responsibility tut

liehe calls us to bear in this litelife


