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REMARKS

APOSTLE T, D, RICHARDS

DELIVERED

At .the General Conference, held in
Logan on the 6th of April, 1885.

REPORTED BY JOHN IRVIXNE.

TaHE Latter-day Saints have very
great reason to ge}uice and to be ex-
ceedingly glad before our Father who
s in heaven and before the people here
on the earth. If we take a look at our
condition, and consider the same care-
fully—whether it be in temporal mat-
ters or in spiritual concerns—we are
better and more comfortably situated
to-day than any other people of the
same number anywhere on 's foot-
stool. If we take into consideration
our present condition as to the com- |
forts of life, we are better situated to-
day with grain in our granaries and
food in our houses, than any other
ple of the same number upon the
ace of the earth, or that can be found
located together upon the same extent
of territory anywhere. we take
into consideration our condition as to
homes, there is a greater proportion
of this people to-day who have com-
fortable homes of their own than can
be found anywhere else; more of them
have no need to strive for the privi-

| Though our enemies

-

entirely new, that it seemed as if the
work of creation was scarcely finished.
By the blessing of God we brought life
with us and lite came from heaven: life
that animated the soil under our feet;
that tempered and controlied the cle-

ments over our heads; so that in these
high valleys and cgnyons, where it was
thought no grain or fruit could be
raised,with snow and frostevery month
in the year—now we raise good crops
and varieties of fruits. A few years ago
it was & problem whether an apple ora
peach could be raised here in Cache
valley; but 1t is not long since her en-
terprising fruit growers took the

remium in the Territorial Fair for the
Eest. collection of apples to be found
in the Territory. :

Who has done this for us? Itis the
Lord our God. He brought ustothis
land as He brought the children of
Israel to the land of Judea which He
gave to them and to their children
after them to be their inheritance for-
ever. .

I want to have us consider these
things; and instead of being anxious
and worried, troubled and filled with
fear,learn to rely upon the arm of the
Lord and trust Him for His goodness;
cultivate the peace of heaven and let
the love of God dwell in our hearts.
may harass,
trouble, and disturb us: the trouble
that they will bring upon us will be
but as a drop in the bucket compared
with what will come upon them by and

lege of earning a living, as a great
many of our people had to do before
they were ered when they often
found it difficult to obtain employment
and even if successful were obliged to
work by the piece or by the day, re-
ceiving their pay regularly at the end of
the week,and in this way measuring the
conditions of their living by the
amount of means which they were per-
mitted to earn. Inthis manner life or
existence and its comforts were
measured out to them, There was
comparatively no room for the exer-
cise of enterprise, of skill, of native
wit, and those qualities which God
has placed in their nature, and which
He designed they should practice,and
thus become wise and skilled by their
own ingenuity.

Wesometimes feel that we are op-
pressed, that we are pinched and per-
secuted by the people who are intrud-
ing upon our rights, and trampling up=-
on our liberties, but as yet we know

by. They cannot stop the work of God.
lﬂs decree has established it, We
have the promise that it never shall be
overthrown or given to another peo-
ple. Understand it. This form of
government which the Lord has given
10 us is the strongest form of goverm-
mment that was ever revealed to man.
I'he governments of toe world have
power to oppress, annoy, make war
uFun agd destroy men from the face
of theearth. But this Kingdom that
God has given to His people istobea
kingdom of peace, a kingdom of
righteousness, and its righteousness is
going to exalt His people, to make
them become the greatest people on
the face of the earth, tilied with power
wisdom and intellgence that all the
surrounding nations will look up to.
The people that are around us in our
midst, and who wish to dictate to us;
those who sit in the council chambers
to make laws inst us and our holy
faith,and thereby make us offenders—
are themselves fllled with fear and
anxiety at what is taking place in this

but  little, mmpamti?e!ty: speak-
ing about * oppression. he peo-
ple of the countries of Asia

and of Europe, with all of the liberty

that they enjoy, are under the most|that

gevere daily oppression, continued
dependence and subordination tothose
that are over them. Inthose countries
there is a feeling of fear—fear of their
rulers, terror in their minds caused by
the dread of threatening war which is
liable at any time to come upon them

[ thi

and other nations. This spirit of fear
will increase upon them. Look at the
dread they experienced at the work of
the dynamiters inthe old country,and
8 but a beginning of what is to
come. These secret societies will work
great mischiefand death,with frequent
assassinations, and by and by these
8 will come so thick and fast tha
people will not know what way to es-
cape. The Lord is gathering his people
together thatHe may deal with them by

with all its horrors. In every national
Jdispute that arises they see and feel at
once the liability that their sons,
fathers, neighbors and kinsmen may
de drafted and sent off to the war, per-
haps never toreturn. And their hearts
are filled with fear and anxiety over
this and other similar things.

We see in newspapers that in Egypt
China, Central America, and almost
everywhere else the air is thick with
the mists and clouds of war. Where
is the mother or sister, father or son
among us that is to-day away from
one of their kindred on account of war?
The worst you have to dread is a short
imprisonment and a few hundred dol-
lars fine: that is the worst thing you
canfind te mourn and to worry over.
Why, bless your dear seuls, there is
not another community of the same
number anywhere on this whole earth
in which there i8 to be found such
settled peace as right here among this
very le that are before me,and the
people that fill this territory all around
us. And yet you think the times are
terribly hard with your granaries full |
of wheat that you cannot sell, with
large quantities of potatoes a.nd' epie-
tables that you cannot dispose of, with
flocks and herds about you; because
you cannot sell your products and get
as good prices as you would like,some
of you tgink ou are in a terribly dis-
tressed condition. (Laughter).

1 wish the Saints would put away
these fnuliattlnl:dea.s. 1 Elant utudﬁave

ou realize t you are in a condition
zf peace and ple{w, with liberty, too, |

for God has made you free. God has
made His people free from |
the bondage of sin and death;
we are at liberty, and there

is nopower on the earth that has the
a.bilit;o to fasten toe shackles of sin and
Satan upon us. It all depends upon |
our ewn conduct, as to whether we

are and shall continue free,
In almost all of the countries from

which you came and in the nations that
surrounded you in your former homes,
veople are taxed with a taxation that
is oppressive. On the green Isle of
Ireland,where the poor and aflicted are
numerous there are people who have
to pay a rent of five pounds an acre
for land, and they must raise sufficient
off it to support their families, and
raise the money to pay therent. But
here we can buy or take up land, and
have it, too, for the taking, but some
of us consider it an awful job to fence
it,, (Laughter.) No, we don’t know
anything about oppression. as com-

mred with the Jews, the Poles and the

rish. In older purtfﬂnﬁ of the United
States, we never could have enjoyed
the blessings we enjoy here; we never
could have located and built up our,
towns and citics} as itwas the mobs
plundered us of our homes and drove

hemselves. The greattrouble is,that
we have too many among us who are
careless and indifferent; that are
wicked and sinful; that ought to be
dealt with and cut off the Church.
There are plenty who are ready to sell
their brethren into the hands of their
enemies, but the day will come, when
they will realize the awful consequence
of their acts., We have not much to
fear unless we offend the
we agreed to serve.
Brethren and sisters, let not vour
hearts be troubled. Obey the com-
mandments of God, keep your cove-
nants inviolate and learn to live by

God whom

every word that proceeds from Him
and the constituted authorities of His
Church—and if u find trialsinyvar

0

E.thwa. you wifl find help to endure
em. rents, cultivate affection to-
ward each other, toward yourchildren
and toward all included in your house-
holds; do right by vour wives, vour
husband, your children and your God.
You will find that all the rest will come
right in its own due time. - The Lord
will bring it about in so strapge and
simple & manner that it will be as-
tonishing to us when we find out how
He has done it. We cannot wo to the
Bible, Book of Mormon or the Book
of Doctrine and Covenants, to be in-
formed how this, thiat and the other
thihg will be solved and arranged. We
can read how Hedid anciently accord-
ing to the circumstances that surround-
ed His people then; uut we conuot find
out His methods and plans of to-day
only as He manifests them to us by the
spirit of revelation. His ways are
past finding out. He tells us that 7ion
shall be redeemed with judgment,
aud her converts with rirhteousness.
We must remember this. If we would
have power with God and with the
angels it must be because of our dili-
Eent tention to God, to the work He
as called us to do, and we must see
that we estabish it inthe earth. Every
man should warn his ncizhboer: should

establish righteousness in his house-
hold. Presidents and Bishops should
deal with transgressors in the chorch,
thatth&*;ma}' repent,orbe cut off. Itis
that righteousness inay be established
in the earth that the Lord has com-
menced His work again, that it may be
established not in a Jittle place, but
in all the land, and it shall spread un-
til His righteous word and work shall
fill the whole earth,us the waters cover
thB{t}mght deep.

Dot let anything divert you from
the b‘th pf dut}'; let nothing cause vou
t0 commit an overt act. Honor and
respect the laws of the land as far as
possible, consistent with the laws and
commandments of God. Observe and
obey every constitutional law, When

teach his caildren and bhis family, and |

rests with them. Let us make up our
minds to bear this crusade of legal
persecution with fortitude as Saints
nave had to do in all ages of gospel 1e-
form because they believed in the reve-
lations of Jesus Christ. We have not
revolted against any law of the land;
we have not centended against any
constitutional principie, law or
doctrine that could beneifit, I1m-
prove or exalt the human family
nor anvthiog that could promote the
pursuit of happiness—we seek afterall
these thirgs. But ouar Congress-
men, Governors and Juoudges, in
the supreme wisdom with which
they imagine they are endowed,
impose penalties upon God’s

ople for keeping His commandments.

hus we see that when the wicked rule
the people mourn.

e ought o gain by all this experi-
ence valuable knowledge. We want
to profit by it. Let every man ques-
tion himself: ‘“Can I stand this or
that without getting angry!'’ Orcan
we be righteously angry and sin not?
If n®t we should go into our clesets
and ask God for that measure of His
spirit that is necessary to sustain us in
a proper frame of mind. This is the
kind of experience, the very Kind of
discipline that is necessary for us, te
make us find out whether we will draw
near to Him and have fellowship, and
communion with Him. These things
areall for our experience, for ‘eur
profit. The Lord has made known to
us that the days we ilve inare dark
with threatenings of war. The hour
of his judgment is nigh at hand. We
have seen one terrible war in our land
—and it is well that we should take
heed to His counsels. Wars and ru-
mors of wars are spreading aobroad
upon the face of the earth, and it will
come to pass before a great while that
people will be so far from having
peace that they must either take up
the sword to contend against theilr
neighbor, or flee to Zion and gather
with God’s people. You will see this
come to pass. Mark my words., All
kinds and conditions. of peéople will
desire to come here and make homes
with us. Yon will see the day when it
will be as hard to keep the wicked
away from us as it ever has been to get
people to join us. Mark that, too. 1
tell you that a peopie with full grana-
ries, a peopleg of peace and prosperity,
is a people that will be sought after by
the peoples of the nationsof the earth,
and things cannot always goon in the
way they are going with us, without
bringing down upon our oppressors
the retribution of an offended God,
We ought to rely upon His promises.
These experiences are well calenlated
to do us good, and teach as to trust in
in the Lord.

Nor should we forget that when a
governor of unsavory memory forbade
the use of the militia alike for defense

as for Fourth of July celebrations;
that since that date, no single preda-
tory excursion of the red man has been
experienced by any one of our settle-
ments. On the contrary it would seem
that all use of fire arms forany kind of
military defense had become entirely
obsolete- -gone into utter desuetude—
s0 entirely at peace have the Lamanites
become, that instead of either noise of
war, or even the apprehension thereof,
there is given us of God to enjoy the
most settled peace from the red man
on all our borders round; and now
having assisted to build our temples,
they are enjoying with us the heavenly
blessing bestowed therein. Instead
of roaming wild and lawlessly over the
plains, numbers have renounced their
tribal relations, sworn aliegiance to
government, have pre-empted or home
steaded lands of the public domain, are
raising crops, cultivating their flocks
and herds, are building and occupying
{ comforiable dwellings, as good neigh-
bors among their white brethren, as
18 evidenced at Washakie in Oneida
Stake, and at Indianola in the San Pete
Stake. Thelr schoolsare turning out
scholars in the elementry branchoes of
good common school education.

Not only has the need of fire arms
been done away as between us and the
natives, but we have very great reason
to be thankfal that in the present un-
holy crusade against the Church the
onslaught has not been with fire and
the sword asin former times, but with
mind and moral saasion inthe applica-
tion of the law by a perversion of many
of its well settled methods of interpre-
tation, construction and application.
These conclusions have been the im-
plements and the tactics of the present
warfare.

It 1s devoutiy to be hoped that no
one with a zeal which is not according
to knowledge shall commitan overt act
that shall precipitate a conflict with
carual weapons and give the enemy an
occasion ur opportunity to shed the
blood of the Saints or to increase their
unbaliowed oppressions upon us.

Since, then, the weapons of
our warfare are not powder,
lead and fine steel; let us put on the
whole armor of (xod; banish
unrighieousness from our midst, and
we oronr children shall see the wov-
ernments of this worid become the
Kingdom of onr God and of His Christ
in His own due time, for which all
Saints should ever labor and pray.

We have had a great deal o
instruction during this conferen

i

ce, |

ing my brethren talk, and I am suare

and sisters, fathers aad wothers, par- |
ents amdd children, and it  is pleasant !
to hear of each other’swelfare.

our enemies place us in violationof a

{8 part of the earth.

t here to th
#:; like' & new world; itlooked =0 |

It

law of the lacd it is painful tous and it
1s our trial, but the responsibility of it

When we £0 10 our respective homes
let us go with the determination to

S

stand steacifast in thetalth, ] am sure

against indian depredations, as well | P

that after such a confereince as this
everv honest soul who has met with us,
if he wanted a portion of the bread of
life, has received that portion, hasre4
ceived something which he can take
home for hisown use—some words of |
encouragement, some strengthening
exhortation, some good words that|
will help to put away weakness!
and enable the feeble tosay I am strong
in the Lord.

I pray God to bless you, to comfort
your hearts; to increase your faith to-
wards Hun; to strepgthen you that you
may not be overeome of sin, and that
vou may seek in all things to overcome
evil with gonod. Remember and pray tor
the brethren—our leaders. We do not
kunow what awaits us:;we care but little.
The mein thing devolving upon us is
do gur duty .-nzceytahly day by day.
We will trust in God and go forward.
What if it were necessary that some of
our lives should be taken? There 1is
no need for fear or worriment about
it. It has always been so when God
had a people on the earth. Some of
the best lives have been taken—taken
as witnesses in vonder heavens to
testify to facts as they exist here. Do
you understand this? 1t is inaccordance
with the great principles of eternal
justice which rule and regulate in heav-
en with a great deal more precision
and certainty than here on the earth.
The Lord has told us how He does busi-
ness in some of these matters before
the councils of the church, namely by
the voice of two or three witnesses
every word is to be established, and so
it has to be up yonder. Perhaps it is
necessary once in a while to have some
go in that kind of a way. Welldoa't
vet scared about that. We have all to
die some day. It will be all right
whether it shall be to-morrow or next
week if we keep the commandments
of God in all matters. Choose the
wise and the perfect way, and if we
are right we will be willing to say **0O
Lord, thy will be done.” If when we
embraced the Gospel we placed our
all upon the altar, it is of very little
consequence about all these things.
For if we seek to save our lives we
may lose them, but if we lose them in
the service of God we shall find life
eternal. '

I pray that God may bless us all; youn
who are parents, should bless vour
children—that  they may render
more loving obedience to you, that you
may be more affectionate to them, re-
membering the union in which yon
have been united and in which you
have been sealed: that you may be
strengthened of the Holy Ghostand be
enabled to go into the holy temples
and set vourselves in order before the
Lord: that you may obtain those eter-
nal gifts that shall bring an eternal
weiaﬁlh of glory to your household,
families, friends and kindred; that you
may have the full assurance of the
romises of God, and have joy to ani-
mate siimulate and sustain you through
every trying circumstance in life, and
bring vou sufely back into the presence
of our Heavenly Father. Amen.

——— > ——
A DAY DREAM.

II CHRONICLES.—CHAPTER 60,

And it came to pass in the last days,
even in the days which we write, that
a certain man went up unto a nigh hill
that overiooked the city. ,

And he gazed with wonder and de-
Hth upon the beautiful scene before
him, for he beheld the great and mar-
velons works, that a jpeculiar people
had wrought. :

Yea, he beheld how, as if by magic,.
a great and peaceful city, teeming with
luxury, and wherein dwelt those whose

ty, the thrift he there beheld, and
while he pondered upon the surround-
ing scenes before him, lo, a day dream
burst upon his vision.

Yea, he beheld that until recently,
this beculiar people, sat under their
owin vine and fig tree, and were con-
tunlt. in getting gain by the labor of
toil. ]

Yea, they were prospered exceeding-

labor had brought to pass, from sterili- | were of brass, for they were ve

And behold the great chariop yy
drawn by numerous cha

and strong, and the smmpm*-
iron hoofs, as they passed alogg

such as caused timid men mm

to shudder.
Yea, and from their mouth
blasphemies, for they had heads %,
unto heads of men, and their voie
were as the voices of men, ang ghe
cursed God in their hearts; and te
exalted themselves above tﬁa

of men, saying, Great are w
King ruleth! - H}’-_.- r o
And their pewer was granted upt

them from their King,and it wag
continue even for certain days,

Yea, and while he looked upon thi
marvelous wonder, behnm‘-m
within the van, a huze beast,and

three heads and.many bhorns. =
And unto the beast wais N gry
power, even the power of the kine w
given under his signet ring,'i
were they in whom ne had confidenes
And toey uttered many marvelous sy {
ings, and what one head uttered the
other heads agreed vo, for,be it knowa,
notwithstanding this beast had thee
heads, it had but one body., = |

And out of their mouths procesds f
strange words; yea, very strange ¢y
to the making of edicts, hke u
poisonous serpent, that stingeth tothe
punishment of .man; even S0 fd
edicts were filled with venom ewsn
the stinging of the people ing
most tender parts., |

Yea, to the tearing asunder (
band and wife, to the breakin
all sacred ties; to the scatteris

eeling of innocent children; WH

reaking of every heart-string, et
the prison and the death do they
men and women by their decrees,

For, say, ihey, We have this pom
from the king, and we will exercise
the power we have to this end.

Aud they sang a song: Yea, it * |
tereth not to us if there be lamendy
tion in the land, even s in the daysi |
oid, **when was a voice heard, lams
;:ati?'u and weeping, and great moums
ng.

Yea, weride in the chariot of B
we are drawn by chargers tlerce
strong, and our wheels are mas
even to the crushing of everyli
thing that we pass over; yea, weé
in the train of Beelzebub, and his
is on dress parade. ..

Therefore, flourish ye the trumpe
make ye a great noise with the
and with the psalter, and with®
brass bands; and proclaim oar @
ing. Clear ve the way betore our
for we are cxalted. 3

Yea, we sit upon thrones:
chief head sitteth upon the
the chief city of the Saints, an
other heads spall sit upon thro
Beaver, in ’'rovo and Ogden.

Yea, and many men shall bowds
in reverence to the words that w
utter, and their tongues must o
the judzment,

Yea, behold oar retinue is gre
we have columns of men on fc
in their casy chairs of conveyan
do our oidding.

And many were their sayings, |
are not mect to write; for they
great parade, even to the attrae
the mulititudes of the east; for
power was to continue even d
the pleasure of the king. i

And it came to pass that there!
great flourish of trumpets, even b
sulphur band; yea, a band of theil
namber, whose uniforms were of
and darkening cobors, yea their |
were of yellow, of the color of salj
and the smell tﬂarenf was of the io®
regions, and their vesture was#
green and their pants were of s
and they wore helmets of steel
their heads, and their counten

,!n_'

'.'

| L} "n._",

zen 1n their deportment. !

Now be if known that all’
things were shown forih unto
man, yea, he saw in his min%
some of their inward workings,

And it came to pass that ino
their secret councils a grand ci
was arranged: y2a, it was to take
under the wanagement of theer
ers.

lv until they became the envy of the
whole earth, when suddenly a dark
cloud came and hung over this beauti-

ful city.

Yea, the cloud gathered in thickness
and darkness, and it gathered in from
the eust, and from the west, and from
the north, and from the south. |

And many persons were running to
and fro in the streets of the city. And
though the sun gave her light, yet the
darkness was felt, at noonday.

And while he looked and pondered,
he beheld a marvelous wonder; yea, he
beheld, as it were, the great triumphal
chariot of Baal, (so named because it
was expected to trinmph over every-
thing.)

And the wheels thereof were of mas-
sive iron that they might crush every-
thig, even to grind to powder that
which they should passover.

And upon the axles thereof there
was a large van, likened unto a cage
whose bars were made of burnishe
brass; yea they shone with lustrous
splendor as they vied to eclipse the
spiendor of the sun.

And upon these bars of brass were
written namerous inscriptions. Yea, |

|

00d | ’
| “Crasade! rapioe!

| have been much edified myself in hear- | tress!

ifl.lll all have. The teachings which have | ten, *hatred! malice! envy,’ ' and apon
een given are of a character to pro- | the sides thereof were written, ‘‘Ed-
mote good feelings between brethren | munds law! down with constitutional
liberty? away with religion!”’

loped with streamers, whose sﬂallofsﬂ
were bound in ¢rimson; and upen muf

upon the front there could be read:
lawlessness! dis-

And upon the rear thereof was writ-

|

And there was a great banner, scal-

| man and some women

and balance; kee
paneas; chain all around,
promenade to the peu.

Now it mattereth not where thi
to be held, whether upon the s
or in some spacious building; an
chief engine¢r was 10 do the pt
Iﬂﬂ'.  ;

And the music was by the 8t
band, whose strains were said
the sweetest that could be pro
from the lower regions. !
And all the elite (?) were tol
vited; yea, including the be
yea, and
sneaks, and spotters, and deputi
all they who maketh mecry o
havoc of the crusade. A

For be it known a peculiar cal
invented for the occasion, and
glee was expected to follow the
dering of the call by the promp¥
who was the chicf engineer of®
grinding mill, . %
Yea, and much merriment ool
had; therefore, when the music soas®
edl for the call, they all selected B¢
partners for the occasion, for it Was®
be & gzrand march. | e

Yea, the call was something o8
wise: Forward on the right; forss
on the left; forward on the fronk#
ward 1n toe rear; at each fors-
movement swing suqpoenaes; Das
on the door-steps; balance all 8108
on the side-walks; grand col®
march; honors to judees; cross &

swinging your
o

Besides this emluunn,theaw
rand to anc {ro Mnt'emen;,&

n the small hoars of the ni ::;,.
Now, when this ¢all was ! |

= ol

N ]._r:
_r:tr.'lpll:l : |

reat banner was written in lettors
lood ""the wif¥ nuestion|’

Hoid 1

¥

f wila duly execn
Ormers, and because



