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glorious place in the heavens: and governs yon
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GOD REMEMBERS ZION!

A Psalm for the Times of Reformation,
BY W. G. MILLS.

[Read before the Litérary and Musical Assembly, Soclal
Halil, G. 8. L. City, Oct. 24, 1856 ]

Praise the Lord, oh, ye Saints; that dwell
amid the everlasting hills: receive the spirit of
the strain ye who are scattered on the bosom
of the earth; for the Lord remembers Zion.

The’ He sits enthroned in majesty; in His

distant worlds that whirl in their orbits; yet
He remembers Zion.

Tho’ He holds this planet in the palm of
His hand; and watches the many notions there-
on: tho’ all things are under His carej yet He
remembers Zion, :

He established His covenants with His ser-
vant Joseph; by sending te him His holy an-
gels: He commanded him to gather His people
Eum the ends of the earth; for He remembers
Zion. .

He sought to make them an intelligent and
virtuous people; and gave them His revelations
and covenants: He gave them gifts, blessings.
and authority above all nations; for He remem-
bers Zion.

But they rebelled oft against His prophet
Joseph; and rejected his counsels: so the Lord
suffered them to be scourged by their enemies;
for He remembers Zion.

The wicked plotted their hellish designs; and
murdered Joseph, the anointed of the Lord:
then He chose and ordained His servant Brig-

|dom of heaven here on the earth. Whether

ham; for He remembers Zion,

He led His people from a sickly and corrupt |
land, and brought them to these healthful vales: |
that he might make them independent and holy, |
and enjoy the privileges of His kingdom; for
He remembers Zion. :

He gave them here more fully His patriarch-
al order of marriage; as He did to Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob: that a numerofts and right-
eous posterity might be raised to His glory; for
He remembers Zion.

He caused the sterile earth to bear abund-
antly; and blessed the tabors of His industri-
ous people: He made the idolatrous and gold-
serving gentiles serve their purposes; for He
remembers Zion,

The crickets ‘came like a hungry army; to
eat up their tender herbs and crops: but the
Lord sent gulls from their distant habitations
of the sea; for He remewbers Zion.

He kept.His people at peace; in the fastness-
es of these mountains: He made them feel se-
E:gure from their enemies;'for He remembers

ion,

But the Saints forgot their God, and fell
asleep; and only awoke for selfish and wicked
purposes: they boasted of their greatness, and
relied on past promises; all i3 peace, and God
remembers Zion.

They forgot their covenants and endowments;
and’ were not valiant to do good works: but
God’s servants watch over them and see thei
ways; for they remember Zion. ’

He sent the Jittle grasshoppers like a flying
and devouring ariny upon their fields; and they
cut off their wheat and fruit: He sent the deep
snows, and nipping frosts, which destroyed
their cattles for He remembers Zion.

Yet he left enough in the land; that they
might live and cousider Him: that they might
see His hand of providence, and turn to Him;
for He remembers Zion,

He blessed the parched land again, and drove
away the devouring insects; for He loves His
people: but they neglect His prophets’ coun-
sels: whom he hath ordained to remember Zi-
on.

So He inspires His servants Brigham, Heber,
and Jedediah; and gives them the sword of
truth: and they command the people to reform
from their evil and filthy Ways; for He remem-
bers Zion. _

Repent, reform, and renew your covenants;
ig the ery of God {o His people: let every quo-
rum, and every Saint in the church obey the
worde; for He remembers Zion, ]

e will have a pure and holy people on this
land; and make them obedient to His laws:
they must have the Holy Ghost in their hearts
to serve him; for He remembers Zion.

Humble yourselves, therefore, oh, ye Saints
of the Lord; and come with contrite hearts
before Him: that His servanis may bless you
in His namey for e remembers Zion.*

Then will your praises be accepted of Him,
and ye will grow in strength and power; until
His enemies are subdued: and you will gain
eternal lives, and full salvation from your
Father; for e loves and remembers Zion.

 REMARKS

By President ITeber C. Kimball, Tabernacle, Oct. 3, 15356.

[REPORTED BY GEO. Di WATT.]

There is a little matter of busginess I wish
to lay before this congregation this morning,
and I do not know of anything that will test
the people only to lay before them their duty,
which gives them a chance to step forward
and act therein, | '

We have not asyet any durable location; we
are merely probationers in this present state, |
and we ghall always_be so,until we attain a
permanent exaltation by following in the foot-
steps of our God., He is our Father and our
God, and his Son Jesng Christ is our Savior,
and the Holy Ghost is to be our comforter and
wilt comfortl all those who will prepare their
tabernacles as fit semples for him to dwell in.

When the Holy Ghost dwells in us it will
enable us fo diseern between right and wrong,
will show us things to come and bring things
to our remembrance, and will make every one

THE DESE

We have acknowledged br. Brigham to be
our leader, and he holds the keys of the king-

people believg it or not, he is God’s represen-
tative in the flesh, and is the mouth-piece of
God unto us,

Br. Joseph Smith many a time said to br.
Brigham —and myself, and to others, that he
was a representative of God to us, fo teaeh
and direct vs and reprove the wrong doers.
He has past behind the veil, but there never
will a person in this dispeusation enter into the
celestial glory without his approbation. :

Br. Brigham is br. Joséph’s rightful success-
or, and he has his counselors, and together
they are an earthly pattern of the divine order
of government. Those men are God’s agents,
his Servants, and are witnesses of your coven-
ants, which you will have to fulfil. And what
Eﬂu do not do not fulfil in this year yon will

ave to do in the next; and what are not then |
fulfilled will. have t6 be
time,

Some people think that, because they have
passed through a great many troubles, have
been to the nations to preach the gospel, and
have been robbed and plucked up several times,
that will make an atonement for their sins.
What you have passed through has nothing to
do with atonement for sins. If you have
sinned you have got to make an atonement for
that sin, and the trials you bave passed through
in doing your duty are not lLe atanement,
Trials are to test you, to prove whether you
will do Lhose things (hat are right. Some try
toake out that their trials will answer as an
atonement, but I tell you that they will not.
If you coinmit sin there must be an atenement
to satisly the demands of justice, and then
mercy claims you and saves you. But, as br.-|
Grant has said, many of our old men think,
because they were in the church in the first
beginning, that they can now lay upon their
oars, that is, that they can sit down in the
ship and not use the oars any more. Dut God
requires every man avd woman to be faithfuls
and if they have sinned they have got to make
an atonement for that sin, and your trials do
uot make that atonement.

God says that we shall be tried in all things,
even as was Abrabam of old. He was called
npon to offer up his son, and was found wiilling
to offer him up, but, as the sin wasmot suffi-
cient to require the shedding of his son's blood,
a lamb was provided, and its blood atoned for
the sin that Abraham’s son was to be offered
up for, and saved the son, :

If you are ever saved, yon have got to take
a course to draw near to.the throne of Gods
-and how can you draw near to the threne of
God, except you draw near to these men who
are placed as his representutives in the
flcsh? The same principles, the same order,
the same priesthood, the same gifts and the
same powers are instituted, established and
organized in onr day as they were in the days
of Jesus, and all the reason that people do not
see it is beeause of their traditions; the veil of
darkuness is over their minds, and Lhey canunot
gee it.

With all the instructions that are given to
you by br. Brigham, br. Heber ard br. Jedediah,
many of you wiil go home and find fault with
them; and von will have your contentions and
your ﬂuinms?ies, when you should take a
course to sustain their words, for vou cannot
sustain them without sustaining ‘their words,
nor can you serve God and slight their counsels,
If you expect the favor of God, favor his ser-
vants and sustain them. This is plain doc-
trine, and you will find it so, and I am not
ashamed to teach it to you,

When br. Brigham points out a course, it is

in some fwture

RET NEWS.

get hold of a lump of ¢lay that is snappish and
wilful, and not willing that you ahmﬁd twist
it into any shape or form, what is the use of
working ii? You throw it back into the mill
and let it be ground again, and then take it
out and make of it a vessel unto honor.

Perhaps seme do not réally belicve that
when a man is thrown back into the mill, or
goes inlo the spirit world, that he ever will be
redeemed, but he will,if’ he bhas not sinned
against the Holy Ghost. He will be ground
and worked up until he becomes passivesand
then God, through his servants, will redeem
bhim and make himn a vessel unto honor.

A great many will go to hell, and the very
men that are preaching to you now will visit

ot and offer you salvation, af'er you have |
aid there, perhaps, thousands of years, for
you must stay in the mill until you are pas-
sive and obedient.

Jeremiah, at the command of God, went to
the potter’s house where the potter was mold- |
ing clay, and when he went to turn it on the
wheel 1t was refractory and rebellious; and he
worked at it and sweat over if, but-alier all it
was rebellious and fell down on the wheel.

What did be do then? He cut it off from {he
wheel and threw it back into the mill, and
after he had ground it awhile he took it out |

and made of if a vessel unto Lionor; so of the ;

same lump he made a vessel unto dishonor
and one unto honor.

Did the potter make it dishonorable? No,
the vessel made itself unto dishonor; and the
next time it was pliable and passive, and the
potter made of it a vessel unto hioner, because
1t was honorable and submissive.

I wished to make these few remarks, because

enjoy

they touch uwpon things that are on my mind
all the time. And if you wish to be Saints, |
for God’s sake be Saints; and if you wish to |
be devils, be devils and get out of this place; |
and let those that will be Saints, be Saints; and
let them commune together and carry out the
parpose of God,

I would rather have three hundred men and
women that are perfectly amenable to the
authorities of this church than a numerous
people that are rebellious; and I could do
more to bring about the parposes of God, and
do it ten times guicker, with a few faillilul
persons than with hosts of the wicked.

You know this, every one of you. I ecan
accomplish more work wih one man that is
amenable to me, and will do as I tell him, than
I can with twenty who are disobedient; so 1
can with one woman. I had rather have one
woman that is buinble, than twenty that are |
not; and she is more lionor and glory and hap-
piness and heaven to a man, than twenty dis-
obedient enes.

You that have but ape wile know this prett
well, bul we who have scores know it better;
we are further advanced in the experience of
this life.

Now, brethren, what do you say? This is
the word of the Lord to us, that-we rise up
and gather up our teams and start forthwith,
not with loads, except feed; take hay and de-

osit it in diiferent places. so that you can

ave some when you come back, and bring in
thiose brethren and sisters, and you will have
a pleasant time and God and his angels will
go with you, and you will be prospered, upheld
and suslained. '

That man that drops down his bead under
his wife’s arm and says, “I guess they don't
see mey” and that wile that says, “0, my lins-
band, I cannot spare you, I cannot sleep alone,
for when night comes 1 shall get cold;” O, the
poor little things. 3 s

I say that those who will take counsel and

for this people to rise up and go to and carry
out his purposes with their might; and unt:?
that is done this kinzdom never will prosper
as it should, worlds without end.

Now 1 will tome to the business, and tell you
what is wanted. Qur brethren and sisters are
on the plains with their hand-carts, and there
is. snow on the ground, and many are bare-
footed and deslilute of comfortable clothing,
and we want some men and teams to fix up
this day and be ready to start for them to-
morrow. YWe want horse and mule teams, if
they can be had; but if they cannot, we want
ox teams. -

We do not wish yon to take ont loads, though
it will be well to put in a couple of hundred
pounds or so of forage, grain, &ec., to {wo span
of mules or horses, or to two yoke of ecattle,
with a light wagon, and go speedily and take
those people into your wagons and bring them
here, cdoing as you would wish 1o be done by in
{h2 same circumstances. '

Would not all of you, if you were out on the
plaivs, say that if you were the good people in
the valleys you would go out and help them |
in?  Would you not all feel so?- But yon are
gnt}there, and you do not fully realize their

eelings.

Now manifest your faith by your works.
You will not, probably, have to go any further
than Fort Bridger béfore you meet somé of
them, andgyon can ®o and return in a week, or
may be in two weeks, and may be in {wenty
days.

‘O dear,” says one, ‘I have not got up
winter’s wood.?
by staying here, but if yon will help in {those
on the plains and do all other things that you
are required to do, God will give us a summer
all winter; and if yon do not do so, he will give
us winter all snmmer,

Our God can change the seasons and drive
away the storms, the tempests and the snows.
to favor this people, if they will do right; and
if you wish to be favored of God, favor us and
this people; favor your brethren, and do as you
are told. '- q '

Br. Dan Jones has been talking to yeuw about |

my

| shali be blesi; and if a man has but one yoke

-the Lord their God, and they are inelined unto

Well, you will not gel it up]

| They eannot enjoy the gospel as do those who

E}f ihiu people propheis and prophetesses of
ﬂ .

[the clay in the hands of the potter. If you

-

prepare themselves {o go back on this mission

of cattle let him put that on with those of
gome other person.

I now want every man that will actnally go
and help, and not say he will go and ot go, L»
rise up.

[One hundred and fourteen teams were vol-

unteered, and reported ready to start forth-
with.]

DISCOURSE

By Jededlah M. Grant, Tabernacle, Oct. 26, 1858, p.m.

[KEPORTED EY G. D. WATT.]

While the sacrament is passing, I will ocenpy
a short time, for I wish to bear my testimony to
the truth of what we heard in the fore part of the
day. It is not for want of truths or testimonies
that the people are careless, bal it is for the lack,
on their part, of living up to the traths and testi-
mouies they hear.

We have, in the revelautions of God and in the
teachings of the servants of God a great variety
of truths, but those truths are pot specially in
force and brooght to bear upon our minds, and
to be carried cutl in our practice, until we are
fully impre:sed by that giit of the Lord God
which we call the Holy Ghost.

When the Spirit of the Lord rests upen a com-
munity they nuturally sre inclived to feel after

righteousness and they_like the influence of that
Spirit which leads iuto all truth; it is sweet and
very delicjpus to them. DBut when durkness be-
clouds the people in cons quence of their traus-
gressious, they have but liitle relish for the things
of God; they relish every thing else but the
things which pertain to the kingdom of .God on
the earth and the kingdom of God hereafter.

are not in the durk, for those who are iu the light

can wppreciate the light they are in the enjoy- |

ment of. . A

But while people are in the dark they do not
see the light; their deeds are not made menifest,
for it is the light that maketh manifest. If a

discernible, but when light breaks into the room
the objects therein ean be plaindy seen.

We may say the same of the people of God;
when they are in the durk, no difference how
much light they may have had, if they pass
from the l'ght into the dark, they may remem-
ber that they once saw the light, they do not
the light because they huve passed from
light into darkness, and they do not discern the
objects in themselves. They gradually are sliding
from the law of God, or from the church of God,
aud do not discover where they are going or
what from, from the fact that they are in the
duark, they cannot see.

But when the light comes they discover that
they are alout falling from a precipice, nbout
plunging into ruin, about going to destruction;
the light makes this manifest, and they see their
gitnation. |

I huve no idea that chasiisement from this
stand will increase the darkness, or aggravate
the transgressions of the people; but if light
breaks forth from any source and reflects upon
the people, they theu see the motes, the beamns
and the dross in themselves. While the light
maketh manifest, tha” Spirit of God reveals the

' secrels of the heart and maukes mauifest thoso

durk spo's that exist amoug the Ssints of God.

Some suppose that they can puss by'the priest-
hood of God on the earth, and very lightly
esteem the men who hold it. They think it is
nol material about offending the bishops or the pre-
siding elders, or the couucils that preside over
them, and ‘no difference, speeially, about br.
Brigham, *‘he is only br. Brighem, no difference
about giving offeuce to him, or in associating
with him.)’

‘We ure conscious,” says one, ‘that we have
offended him aud many of thg councils of the
church, but notwithstanding this we wiil go to
God and ask him, in the name of Jesus Christ,
to. forgive us, and we will mske it all right be-
tween us and our God; and if we can ouly kee
the stream pure belween us and our God, no idi.f[i
ference whether the water is oark and turbid be-
tween us and his segvuiits, or not.. We can get
the Spirit of God fu?‘ ourselves, and the blessings
we want we will ask God for, no difference about
offending his servants.”

A great muny people actually suppose that they
can treat with impunity the suthority of God
and the light of God, the chain that the Almighty
Lhas let down from heaven te earth, which we
eail the priesthood; that they can bresak and in-
sult that chain and trifle therewith, us much as
they please and when they plesse, that they
can abuse Jehovah in his power and altributes.
I reason in a cifferent circle, or upon a different
principle; 1 have practised a diffurent principle.
When I offend oue of God’s servants 1 consider
it my duty to atone,to make recouncillation for my

¥ | offsnce, no matter whether he be above or below

in this chureh, as the term is used; no matter
whether it be President Brigham Young or my
teacher, 1 have erred in either case.

A great many say, ‘Ir I can only keep the
stream clear between me aund the heads of the
church, that is all I waut or care for.’

A high priest in the road the other day, a tal-
ented man, an important man, said, ‘if he could
only keep the stream clear between himself aud
the heads of the church that -he would consider
that he was all right.” I said to him il you uct
upon that prineiple, in® the samne sense you have
thrown it out to me, it will send you across lots to
hell. The spirit of the principle to me was that
it did not mutter about offending persons below
bim, or injuring different individuals in the church
such es elders, priests, teachers, deacons aund

{ members, il he could only keep the strea.n pure

between him anrd the First Presidency.

This idea a great wany people entertain; they
can offend their bishops, or the bishop’s coun-
selors, and the teachers, and they ean offznd tfie
president of a branch of the chureh, the presi-
dent over the high pricets’ quormn and the presi-
dent over the high couucil, and they can offend
all the charch, so they can only have the good
graces of br. Brigham and bis Couusel, that is
enongh for them. .

Thut is actually the idea of some people. Such
doectrine as that, with me, is the height of non-
sense. Y ou have not their good graces, only as

ou treat every person right. If yvou are dis-
I}':unrsl with one of those poor benighted Indians
you foul the water between me and you, and God
Almighty will not give me power to bless you
antil you rectily that wrong with that poor ludi-
an, or with the least person on the footstool of
God. And vou should not pass by your bishop
and insult him, if you do, you will forfeit your
claim to the throne of God in heaven, wutil you
make recouciliation to that Lishop, or to any other
person you -have injures; and then it is time
enovgh for you to bring your offerings, and they
will be ateepted in the sight of God aud in the
sight of his servants.

We exist here in an organized branch of the
church, we Lave several councils, quorams and
organizations. We were called upon during the
last Couference to elect a Presideat of this Stuke
of Zion; Daniel Spencer and his two counselors,
Elders Fallmer and Rhodes, preside over this
Stake. Now suppose they know that the bishop
of some ward, or one of his counselors, is teauch-
ing an erroncous doctrine, it is the duty of Dani-
el Spencer to send for that bishop, or that coun-
selor, or iustruct some onein that ward to rectifly
Lthat people, -

The Presidency of this Branch of the Church
should go to work and learn whether every quo-
rum in this branch is doing its daty. J'he FIirst
Presidency, by their sanction, have ceded the
local-branch of this church in Great Salt Lake
City to Daniel Spencer and his couusel, and le
should understand whether the first, second, third,
fourth, fifth, sixth, sevanth, eighth, niuth, tenth,
eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth, fourteenth, filteenth,
sixteenth, seventeenth, eighteenth, nineteenth ana
twentieth ward is in order; and if his jurisdic-

room be dark the obje¢:s in that rcom are not | tion extends beyond tiis city, he should ascer tain




