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ERE'S NO TIME LIKE TJE
B PRESENT.
There's no Ume like the prezeat;
Tomorrow's fnr away.
And what our hands may find-to do,
God bids us do today.

e ready in the golden Now
7o do & belpful deed;

And never let the chancé go by
To meot & siater’s nced.

Tion't waituatil another time,
For she who wails may tose
The grandest ehance ot all hor lfe;
" it Is not ours to choose.
The opportanities to do,
They conie at God®s behest,
And she who never squnrlrlera one n
1a she who lives the best
EREX E. REXFOARD,
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s OF THE NEPHITES AND
fiur LAMANITES.

Frequent mention is made in the
war annals of the Book of Mormon of
watch-towers, and ohservation stations.
And we select the subjoined from
numerous notices of the remains of
tiyls class of works found upon the
face of the country.

«I'he second elnss of militnry works,
which are exceedingly numerous on al]
* the watercourses—oxisting not only on
the Ohio and Mississippi, but on ail their
tributaries, especially on the Muskin-
gom, Soioto, Miami, Wabash, Illipois,
Kentucky and minor streams -- are

mies employed n systemm of signal tole-
graph by whieh communication was bad
through wmeans of watob-fires or the
torch, between localities as distant as
those now ooccupied by Dayton and Cin-
¢innat** (John T. Short, North Ameri-

j cans of Antiquity, p. 52.)

These slgnal stations, placed on lofty
summits and, visible from theso settle-
ments and communicating with the
great watercourses at immense dis-
taneces, rival the signal systen® iu usc
at the beglnning of the present cen-
tury, And there are evidences that
the watchers upon those lofty towers
in all probability made use of instru-

ments of a telescopic character to aid
the power of the naturzl eye.
We have accounts of the discovery
' of tahlets, notably the Davenport and
Cincinnati Tablets, giving Incontest-
able pronfs that sclentifie, ustronomy
was well understood by the mound
bujlders. And if so, they must have
pursued the study of that grand science
by the aid of a powerful npparatus.
Mr. Bhort mentions *' Antigue Tubes,
Telescoplc Devices,’” heing discovered
1o the valley of Obio.
Mr. Bchooloraft sags:
*Sevoral tubes of rtone were diseov-
ored; the longest measured twelve inches,
the shortest, eight. Throe of them were

*

carved out of steatlie, being ekilfnlly cut
and polished. The diameter of the tubs
externally wes one inch and four-tenths,

rnounds which serve ad oul-looks. These | ), o6 gizht-tenths of an fnob.

were always placed in positions to com-
mand cxtended views, and from which
signals conld be given to still others of
the same oharacter, or probably to settle-
ments remote from the watercourses.
A aystem of these works no donbt
extended north of Dayton, Ohlo, on the
great Maimi river to the Obiosouthward,
and connected with the great setilement
on the slte of Cincinnati, and with the
high bluffs on the Xentucky shore. The
great mannd at Maimisburgh, ten mlles
south of Dayton, formed
chain. There is little doubt

a part of this |
tbat the | ©f these he eays: #May have werved

**A silver figure found in- Peru repre-

|sents a man in the act of studying the

beavens through one of these tubes, and
Captain Duplaix saw » stone in Mexico
bearing the figure of & man sculptured
on its gide in the act of using one of these
tubes.’”’ (Baldwin's Ancien: America,
p 42, quoted on pp 122.3.”

Col. Whittlesey in the report of the
Biate Arch. Boc., ch. 4, has figured
several symmmetrical tubes of stone
from Obio mounds. The most perfect

monnd-buildera in the latier period of|®8 telescopic helps for distant views.’?
thelr occupancy of this region, when | The Huron states were most frequently

apprchenstve of danger from their ene-

J

ewnployed in the manufacture of tubes,

ad they were in the manufacture of the
class of objects known As ceremonial
relics.

In the preface to hia book, Mr, Short
:akes ovcasion to say that the growing
interest in the origin, miémtlons and
life of ‘the races of American antlguity
led bim to write and present his work
to the world. Hoe there gives a eoplous
tst of authors from whom he drew the
materials for the body of his volume.
Among other books be made free
use of Banoroft’s ‘“Native Races,”’
and on pp 144 6 of his own book quotes
Bancroft’s account of the colonizition
of North Awerica as given in the
Book of Mormon. Short characterizes
the Book of Mormen as “That preten-
tioua fraud,* and adds:

“The claim that the numerous tumuli
scaltered over the face of the country
cover the remains of bundreds of thou-
annds of warriors who fell In their deadly
atrife merits mention only on the ground
of its romantlo chnracter, and not on the
supposition for & moment that it contains
a grain of truth."

And yel, ho never read the book,
but says, bimself, that he drew hla
notice from Banpcroft’s book, and Ban-
croft probably never read the Book of
Morinon, for he translated his aecount
from Bertrand’s Memoirs, pp. 82.

The aceount quoted by Short is the
following:

“The Book of Mormon attributes the
colonization of North America, soon after
the confusion of tongues, to a poople
called Juredites, who, by divine guldanca
resched onr shores in eight vessels, and
developed a high atate nf civliizntion on
our soil. The first colonists, however,

became extinct about six conturies B. O.,
|becausc of their soclal sius. The Jared-
ites were followed by a second colony,
this time of Israclites, who loft Jarusa-
lem in the first yearof the relgn of Zede-
vkiah, King of Juda. They reachad the
Indian ocean by following the shores of
the Red Sea, whore they huilt a vessel -
whioch bore them uacross the Pacifio to
the western coast of South
Havinz arrived in the new

Ameriea,
laud of




