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QUOTINGQU A Worworthy deacon inih
the town of F was remarkable for the faci-
lity with which he quoted scripture on all occa-
sions the divine word was evirever at histonhis tontonguesgues
end and all the trivial as well as

i

bences of life furnished occasion for
languageang liage of the bible what is betterbetter however

q

thethe exemplary man always made his quotations
theitle standard of action oneoneat ht day helaslie was
engagedell in mowing with his hired tean wh 0 was
fading off the deacon following in his sswatht
conning his aaptt quotationsquotalions when the man suddensuddenlyI1
s

1
rang brornfrom gishis place leaving the swath jastjiustinI1

time to escape a wasps nest
what is the matter inquired the

deacon I1 I1
I1 I1

waspsWas pg was the laconic replyr
the deacon nheithe wicked fleedee

when no minman but iliethe I1righteous are as
bold as A I1bonill and pairing the workmansworkmans swat b
bee moved butabut a steptakhatwwhenen a swarmowagin afi bask

J insects settlelel1 about his jeas w aa I1

to retreat with manmanyy a painful stillsting
11

and jabrp greateai
discomfiture

aha shouted
I1

the other with a chuckle atthelie
I1

prudent man forseythforseeth thecilthe
I1
eil laud aideth hunseyhun sef

I1 but tirethe simple pass on and arp pun shet 1
11

the good deacon had found hishi equal iriin making
application otf the sacred writings and erasterthereatef
was not known to quote iulu a mowing I1eld

I1 I1

cc ma VINESSA ea you stated that mycoy
1

qchatf at
arti astonishment when you 1 w
chefa just stated moww howflow did he ann afese

sa
f

1 1 I I1 I1

astonishment I1
I1 I1

he looked astonished 111 1 I1
I1

f but what were the
air Youse eIA tobe a wrywery smarteniart witness and
you be able toWWItell me this

I1 aeOA fI1 merely judged of hishig feelings
general appearance Jthat sir if you cantcan describeae
the appearance of iny client when toai shed inw
order to give filejury an idea orof it suppose lyoubod
look astonished once yourself

I1 i Tfaal do ifitsouY ou winwill show me something7I1 I1
1 binl sharp fellow4 what would

astonish salebaSH ana bonishing bess as yourself
hey I1 I1

1

I1

whwhyP I1if YOU wawantwanatt to paralyze medewitwit aston
isline 11 I1 just shoT uene lawyerlaw

itaahr the wi witness cao takeru seat
I1

A FACT if you want to learn the
i value ofofa a dollardolar go and labor in the burning sun
I1 two dalsas a hodhoa carrier this is an excellent
k idea aridand if any of our young gentlemen had to

earn their dollars in that way how much less dis

V Pationand crimewe would witness every day
so of purour fashionable young ladies if they like
some of poor seamstresses of our large cities

baago earn theay dollar bby making Shirtsts attat ten
A7 cents a piecee hawnov W uj Ws cilery would be beenseen

abelt t gm how
I1

h truthful notions
aoui0 laniey hava og the duties of life and their
obligationsto theae rest of the adall 1

1

I1 i
I1 11 I1

4 1 1 I17 F I1 I1

COPPER the consumption of coppacopjec an th
5 Unite cr states is put down at between ad
I1 0 tonstans annuallyaring ly af aih ich only 1

J
eky

ions areare produced in tiie country aboutabda 00

I1 ace consumed by millsinilla aandjiin distridist ri
buted ovar market of the gnipunion the
remaining afi W being disposed of amfliam ane

i kettles wire buttons
I1 Therearp six4 I1 obtaining
1
j staPcenT milip apppbrillsills and I1 t I111 ao inbanaresthe states I1 i

1 I i 1I1

i attx fqy PAGEage ahat
I can be momorere hooihonor

adv t t tto hho47 too theibo
I1

mands 0oro
ayr

reason aridand to ma the
dignity of our nnaple

i and thisthe stationpkikeli assigned us
tto0 be proofofaagainstgain 9t and
so96 byeirl

I1
fi to doab anything that is scandalous or

sinhfd tto to stand under all
shapes withith decedecencyricy andYeand resolution todo this

I1 is to be great above fitte and fortune this
41 argues 1thelip

I soul pt heavenly and is
arthy

I1 I1 11

I1 5 CALLE SpApis
I1

44ctcropoopo
we understand the eoconstitutionitulid of0 ouroar fon gresa
thothoitheyi behe it better ir onone place
were to be delfoni mated afie use of fiinheritanceer a ke

X

arid
I1hie abol e of 10 0

I1
i 1

simsam 1l I1 I1

afta hp alij shootingflik torfoi ia ath that
AV an I1 i 3 11 i I1

MIND it is igind after all that doii th
odthe too that the moreinora there is rfof naad
the moremare be A deainmuaubinBin

as be is makes a given forofoni
pwearih a greater wkbk makes skill take the

place 4ft I1 r muscles t andi wih less labor gives a
better produce if albe mechanical labor of
englandyas performed by band it would require
every fullfall groweljovan man inm the horld

I1
I1

I1 cafjg demave all rie theft provi
I1 dence I1 vasi much pleased with incle jimpsIs

ideas on the a good morning uncle jim 11

good xooeungqbuglung I1 wolwll you have had yourur
daughter T

i A have you yes well
really rp hasbas smiled upon you ia ISASini1101ledl

W snickerediek ired rigidliht ouaou 11 1

I1 I1
I1

QW anjn exchange desendescribingbarig a countermenif
bapp blk
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ran11 easy leour this rui ahe different diio

had preau ay carahcame
to I1 raund their seatssealsasas falfollowslowi

7firste fredicyPre dicy WIecith the presidents of thebe
derums pu tand council quon thejile

front afpfPeAhegsddA gl priesthood onOBBop
troutt tatto VAegiit ihthe stand tilethe seventies iia1111

V aji 0
o gb V the elders

III ia tiie lbletfiet 1 lesser r I1

thea ig1 I1 1 1 I1 1 1

oma that this C onibym e Ctsong

flaviimie evening
k

babli smith decla Fad the TVat

vati each callt

faith and iiip abil oat
add I1 fwe ir examegami

gy
ann tham 1b presidentsdents

of
A Utj 3 pm would

I1 DT be

L I1t a JJpr their 11 I1 J WI

isi
A ai0P whitneyli itlieri n1 V 1

sf pra
10 en to the lassei president JrndPI1

iis presented toee EIAN quorumQuoruin
PpresidentsPresidentmldentj1 joseph0 elah ithem to the
criax aruin of the-sseventieseventi3 1 president dati garcar

cheta up the high priests
higbee presented them

to the high council and the clervi then presentedted
them to the presidents ofef all the onoil tile
stand and they were unanimouslyy accepted

I1john C bennett wawas presented with the arttfirpiir tt
presidencyenc y as assistant president until president
Rigradonsdons heh alth should be restored I1

1

Therili L residentse tidents and Coalliecounselorsfors beloniug to tilethe
several ivoquorumsruffis bejewaye then prespresentedpresenteehte ai ta each
quorum rejection abenbe 11

chef persons were ol01objected to viz
john ai hicks president of theille elderselders quorum
alanson ripleyiprey asp OR eldereider john E pagepage one
af tI1thehb1 Tvevelyeelye Apo bues and noanoaila packard bihighgb
priest bishopI1 newel Y whitney moved their
c bbe laid aveiover toabetewiate WIM

I1 I1 1 1

adv drio
1 I1 1 1 I1 i I1 I1 I19 i fl I1 1 I1

1

president
7
joseph presented the66 builbuildingdin9

committee 6of t M house of the lord viziz
alpheus cutler reynolds cahoon aridanid elias
higheehigbee to the several quorums collectively and

unanimously received 1 I t

presidentTe ident observed it was necessary
that sonie one should be ap dr to fill the
4quorum4

I
Aahl of tilethe twelve apostlesapos ales inm the room off

tilethe
1

lateite elder dividdavidD Wt patten whereupon pre4i

aident rigdon nominated elder lynianlaman eglit 1io
fheha office W was unanimously accepted
elder Twightht stated that it was an office of graaf
honor and responsibility aridand lie feltelt inadequate
to theahe task butbui inainasmuch as atasit was the wish of
the authorities of tilethe church that lie should take
that office he duld endeavor tp magnifymagnair it

Res allrud be ampolappointedti ted to the
omeeoffice of

I1
ha iff of charles

C hiahad been chosen a counselor to the
president ot01 this stake andd that a soby be
aYo blaid nen of thethe high caunaCounst in the room
otof david dddartrt deceased

1

the choir absunsn a hymi and after prayer ailbv
presidentPresdeniidea the meetingi adjourned ottlotur two
hours t 1 1

Conferencenee imet t to A
hymn was sundbyby the choir

presidentdept rigdon delivered anall interestinterestingig dis-
i course on the subject of 11 baptism for the deaddad 11

president joseph snaithsmith followed ou01 the same
abject and abrew considerable light oil the doedoc

tunetrine which had been investigated I1

tilethe choir then sung 4a hymn aridand after prayerprayer
ba smith conference adjourned
until to moritas morning

friday 9 friday morning conference met
pursuant to adjournment I1 I1

the quorquorumsurns reported that they had investi-
gatedga ted the conduct of the persons who had been
objected to and that they had rejected alanson
ripley andaid james foster leave was givendivenitogi venitoto
james Forfoster to make a few remarks respecting
ilie charges preferredreferred against him after which it
was resolved that elder james foster continue
his stanA14 ilitheiniiithethe church resolved that usas
alaison ripley hasha s not ippappearedeared to answer the
charges preferred against him that his bishopric
be taken from hinibim I1

president joseph smith made some observations
respecting the dutydaty otof the several quorumsqu iuin
sending their members into tilethe vineyard and
also stated that labor onoil the temple would be as
acceptable to the lordloid as preaching niin the world
and thitthai it viawass necessary that some agents should
be appointed to collect funds for buildingbuild ng tilethe
temple

resolved thathat john murdock lyman wight
william smith henry W miller amasaamara lyman
leonard soby gehiel savage and zenos H
gurley beba appointed to travel and collect funds for
the same I1

I1
1

A hymn was theu sung by thehe choir prayer
by president dundon carlossuntsmithmith

president joseph smith then stated that he
allshould resign the meetmeetingilig to thehs presidency of the
stake and tilethe

s
president of the high priests

I1quorum
4th bondingdfiding c were called upon to

addies the assembly elder cahoon a aeke at
iam wh tW Importance of building the templeemple
and Sall itai tolb them in
great undertaking eldar alpheus cutler made
somesoine very appropriatep remarks a i

conference adjourned one sourlour
conference met pursuant to adjournment
elias bigbee saxospoke on the same subject

lyman tpthanI1 aamcame forward andana addressed
the meeting0 g atar coiasconsiderabled mable length

I1

tthe clclerkark read 0a letter from elderidzi johnbomi
iff Englandangl a iao to president joseph smith which
gavidgave an account of the prosperity of the work of
tha lordbiord in that land I1

an motion adjourned till tomorrowto morrow morning
ttat wol10 clope

the titwelvevve apostles cited hiiehe zoologicali10 a
gardens at manchesterester england

eldoielder WVJJ barrett writes from autraliaaustralia he
had safe at Adelaadelaide6 after a rough passagesa 6
but linyany persons thetha obstaclespl9 ac
to tilethe hitrointroduction of the work of the lord aate
very beitgreatthethe people giving themselves up t
prostitution drunkenness and extortion 11

saturday 1910 the weather was unfavorable
noup businessbusinessmanI1 wo transactedI1susundayliday 11 the conference again rawtL

i ider koposzenab HU gurley preached on the literallitera
4 r becy

ik11
rao ude someoine observations 01

k bifidv-
p rem miss ron of sins

I1conference adjourned for one hour
t conference met and was addressed by th

bishops of tha stake who stated the situation 0

the poor who had to bibe supported and calledcalle
upon the saints to assist in relieving the necesse
ties of the widows and fatherless

elder lyman wight made sine observation
on the subject I1

I1 I1

joseph smith then addressed th
assembly and stated that inia consequence of th
severity ovof the cwweathereather the saints hadbad not re
calved as much as he dbdesiredsired and tha
some things moultie have to be laid over until th
next conference 1

As there were mamanyny whowh
wasbed to be baptized iney would now go to th
water I1 and11 I1 giveve them opportunity I1

therthe procession wtwas thenhou organized and pro
ceedee to the mississippi I1 I1

after
I1

r thehe baatbaptismsms werdwere av iab conferenceCon ferenc
adjournedJ a n taW the let of october nea 1

1 SMITH
R IL THOMPSON clerkclark i president

april I1 elder P B-
T thought good toio give yuryour readers through

11

medium of the stanya short account of0 mymyr labors
iaill Englaenglanduda I1 bed in liverpool on the ath of

april 1840 andani
I1

attending the preston con-
ference 1I johp the staffordshire P
whorewhere there were about saints
tthereherb the york iia to
prosofr

1 I1

a d
i

x re adaddedded aj bac li iinti tbthata t
aird J cherf left the clinichch urcal mere ho the care of0 f

mereider dAalfredI1fr cordonor doll and toin with elders

iraa3
I1

ambillI1 I1

I1
and woodruff visited tha chuchurchesdefies iiai

heherefordshireHerefordrd siliceshire allandd vicivicinityll11 ilki
i hundreds received

I1
iourr totestimonymlti and were adtazid 1 i from I1

we prcyproceededatoto london we t ef with
I1

much difficulty in ilia of the i

gospel the hearts of thet people verovara haried
st the truth butkit e ihyo blessed our6 labors

and we succeeded a branch of the
church there my health being peor I1 was
gourcounseledmeled bby my brethrenbethaih 0 t the apostles
to return to flie field bemyof my laborslabois inill staff-
ordshireordshire which I1 did leaving aixiy logdon bu t
eleven members tivice that timofaytime fay labors
Jhaveava been cui efty confined to the the

b which airthas I1 t I1
Y

induced Birmingh amand Mae desfieldeld cantiaU

ing 18 branches ofae the aembers
having

I1
been addad sincer the I1aided

laboring there jany have been called to the
ministry

i whowh0 are faithful nenmen and willing to16

jeneivejeceive counselci although I1 have suffered iniI1

bbodilyad ly affliction duringdaring the past year the lordloid
iihaslia blessed my leori abundantly and I1 can say
I1 never benjenjoyedoyed myself better in ththe dldischarge of
my balyi than I1 have onoil among
the greatest I1 have has been
the privilege iaof a1 1 four general conferences
ayoand meeting in counce with the twelve apostlesi I1 I1 I1

YI1 can assure voultavoulBajw a meetingg witit thethosese inin
I1

whose coMcompanypally bave ve suffered so much tribula-
tiontion for the igospels sake both AJat home and
abroad by land and dohsea is foto me ai privilege indeed
I1 anail to ternreturn home with rtymy
brethren according to thehe of the first
presidency af the Church and as I1 take my
leave of the saints inentlathiers land my prayer to god
js that ho will preserve hisbis pepeopleople from the hand
gf satan and prepare them for the coming re-
deemer who is near at bind i1I

JI1 reremaineuln your servant forthefor the PSo ils sake
I1

I1 I1 gaa40 A SMITH
tuesday 13 elder H C kimbau left

I1
man-

chester for prestonfoll

THE STEPPES OF SOUTHERN RUS
i I1 SIA

the phyphysical peculiarities of the southern
provinces of russia are likely to exercise no lit
tte influenceinAuence onoil the future of the

empire kand ap few books of real value have
appeappearednied on tilethe surjeet in Enenglandgand we believe
we shall do a welcome servineservice tato oarour readers
blonden ipg far them the information contained
in a wort rrecently published in germany by a
gentleman w t d many yyearsears in different
part offlieof the azaia domdominions

1 and wasas himself
afirea frequentqnent witness to the iceneyscenes he ligedescribesrites

theV e steppesstep as they are generallypene rally called ex-
tend from the borders of hungary to those of
china thetheyY constitute an almost
ted plain covered in pring and autumn by a

I1 11 I1rf i11
J iria bbvbjv drifting shows

up inn some alt e ground
bare in othersbets and in samandr dy or direramt
so excessively fine that on the calmest day theybey
hang suspendedsuspend edinin tilethe air having the appear-
ance rather of vapor exhaled from the ground
than of earthly particles raised by the agitation
of the atmosphere the slight undulations that
occasionally occur assume but rarely the cha-
racter of hills but artificialarti fical hillhillocks6 acks or tumuli are
frequently met with the origin of which it is
impossible to trace the darknessdarknesa of by-
gone ages

the most singular characteristicic however of
I1
the stepp is the total absence of trees onoil soil
remarkable for its Tichrichnessness and the luxuriance of
its herbage For hundreds of miles a4 traveler
may proceed ina straight line without encoun-
tering a bush unless liehe hippenhappen to be acquaint-
ed with a few favotfavoredd spots known to the tar-
tar sportsmen to whom they answer the purpose
01of game preserves countless herds of cattle
roam over these noble pasture ground son which
a calf born at the foot of the great chinese
wall might eat his way along till he arrived a
well fattedbatted ox on the banks of alie pre-
pared to figure with advantage at the odessa
INra arket the poor animals suffer

I1
much during

the hot and dry susummersin in ers when aveveryery blblade4de of
grass isis parched up lintnt themthe careful herdsman
who has proviproviderprovideddei himself with ailan abundant
stock of hay is able to keep hishii beasts alive till
autumn returns to gladden them

I1
with fresh

abundance
wherevera ridge otof hills occursoccur of sufficient

height to liffordafford protection against
blasts that come sweeping in un unbroken
bouisecourse from of the arctic ocean the
character of the country is changed in the
crimea for though the northern por-
tion partakes of all thether rude characteristics olof
the stephev the south coast sheltered by the cen
aral mountains enjoys a climate equal af
italitaly

I1 Y wdand tilloustil lods the vine and the e to be
cultivated wwithith as much success as in provence
what these mountains are to the southsouthern coast
of the cricrimea the himalayas are to india
which if didivesteded of her mountainmountaim anee and
laid open to the bi eatn of the north rolepole wpbild

soon be converted into a neneww atisteppepre I1theI1ie icy
blast driven far into the tropics would quickly
sheep and pagodas from the earth
and her fairfairfieldnelda invaded by the tarter and
his herds would ceasecease to excite the cupidity of
foreign adventurers I1jv 1

I1 I1

A country constituted by natline as are althwe
russian steppes is evidently destined rather for
a wandewanderingflue and pistopastoralial people than forforaa seset-
tled

t
and agricultural population for inhi regionsgigionsri

where hotbut fewfayr objects occur there is
butbullitte to attach nw Ato0 avyapy particular spot
the russman however dinvinvin a spirit
of inQ over
which but little influence
apappearsars to bavehalve prescribed to itself the tastaskk of
converting the irtribesibes into titled agri

and the steppe6 itself iniintprierie vist
cornfieldcorn field german 1

andaad balagulaBalagnari
1

colonists
have been tertemptedted by an offer of peculiar
vilegesto themselves iadin ditferentAint parts

I1I1 of llie count hopetnat 6their6 brexexamplei mple might
1 j atom afithe native ttribeseibes freiri ro-

vingVIalg habits colonists hiyehaye lilienbeenen10lo
sted in the mecaraty of large the plan
has been SitId tended with partial success but the
foreigners soon discover the capabilities of the

3 country and in proportion altheiraa their means in
1

I1 cremecrease rarely fail to invest their surplus capital
in the purchase of flocks and herdsherds the nu-
merical anoint of the custo
mary standard by which wealth isii estimated
throughout the steppe I1

I1

we the steppesep pesAsas one vasivast
plain but it must be borne inin mind that this plain
is of an elevated character and terminates at

I1

the black sea in anan abrupt terrace rgeisingaa
a bove the to the heiheightht of frfrom I1 22 to
a feet the rjriversrs which intersect tillsthis plain and
i whichC h in spring itiare swollen blitheby the aprapididillaridillaw of

the accumulated sawsws of winterwhiter cutedt deep fur-
rows

far-
rows in the surface and as
change their courcoursessear they occasionally leave

9 dry rvravinesavinesines that thithe bui
of oe country ajit

I1 would be attached in other partspart of worldwarlito tc

the trifling elevationseleva tionagons and de thusth for
med butbt in the stepsteppelie the slightest

a i of susurface
1

becomes a
I1 landmarkpark of importance

I1

1yP 1ti la J

I1T I1

anna4 sqPW tebe
1
om inal tjo ar by theinthy in 1

habibbitettoha t4 everyevery peculiarity afpf shape which
the growledrd 1 is made tolo assume under the action
of wa eei I1

thethein11 n water flows but slowly awaaway somisom
ghelev01 of the stepp and often after I1

a sucsuccessioncemon of rainy weather remains for ritama-
ny days apon the ground the depth of several
inches iiaA portion of this water is absorbed by
illelesoirhesosoilir but the greater part finds its way slow
ilg

f

j nd into the rivers carrcarryingyi n a

aaldagnin wauliith it a sufficient quantityy of earth totb I1

impimpartart a black and turbidaurbia loois to all the streams
that iabintersectact the steppe marry of the ivers I1

bubutt the principal streams3 are ledfed only
vyyjihjahe rainain and anaw ahandd their bbedsds

21 conse-
quentlyqanquentalyly anrere dry inAusurnrimermer

I1 each 0 these aftra-
vinesvine terminates in a waterfall formedfbr inA original-
ly

I1

ilno doubt by the terrterrace thata bbunds the abasea 1

terracedaceeahw torebut
1

in Fproportion9 portion as the wawater wore avaaway a chanann 1

aenefI taftp I11
I eaI1 thetheflwaterfallvater fall graduallygrada ally recedee

I1 dandand
4I1

P1 q burserL 0of ages0 es made its way farther and
Fi ill

1
tot the interior of countrycountry

I1 jain sonie
anstaaitthis gradual retrogressionretrogressian odtheof the water
fall or I1apin align of the rayer bed is sufficientray pi abebe wirednoticed by theme inhabitants who
frequently pretend bto be ahleable to tire
average number of feet which a ravine works its
way backward year by year I1

therhe elevation orof the ground being so nearly
alike throughout abe whole of the steppe the
ravines formed by the action of the rainwater
are of nearly equal depth in every partaitoit of the
cauntaycaucoti they are seldom less thailathan a hundredgiindred
feet deppdep T and seldom exceed a hundred and
fiftyfifth thase ravinesi

withkith their laa
teral branches on each side as their edgesd aes arare at
all times exceedingly abrupt

i

offer to the tarvel
I1

er asa well as to the herdemherdsmanan driving his lowing
and bleating charge acrossacross the plaplaininii an impas-
sable

napas
barrier to avoid whichdaiell itt is often necessary

to go round foror many miles the cinqconsequenceeq uerice
isq that several roads or tracksbriick are always susurer
to meet at the head of a which thus
becomes a spot of some importance throughout
the surrounds I1inri winter alyee ravine 1

is usually
1

filled bytheby the driftdriftingirig snow and ia then
exitextremelyeme

I1
ly dangdangerousorous to any one motinot well ac-

quainted
ac-i

quain ted with the countrycount rv menalen and cattle are
at that season often buried in the snowdriftssnow drifts
and their fate is ascertained only when the 1mel-
ting

Ielioiof the snowssnowa leaves their bodies exposedemp at
the foot of thetee

occasionally in passing over the steppe the
I1

traveleriraapler perceives a slight depressiondepression of the sur-
face as if a mighty giantgian hadthad laid his handleand upon
the plain and pressed it down in such national
basins called slavok s by the hanativestiles the rain
collects and though mhdth soil soon absorbs the 1

water the place genergenerallyally retains somefrome moisture 1

lonolong after the rest of tilethe country has been parch I1

ed up by the su armor heats tilethe staipit mamay
easily be supposed adm such ajia timethe an object
of abno trifling importance to the herdsman and
is carefully guarded against the intrusion of
strangers A belief prevails upuponja the steppe
that the araree hoiemholes formed by theilie ancient j

Mong lians who dug outgut thehe earth to fetnf awer
tumuli bbut ta gfp iv pono good reasonn to kusupposeappose

I1

0 lb zt d wise than
kiy rr t alp ing of oehie subjacent strata i

the climateamate of the steppesstepper is one of extextremesenies
rnin summer the heat is as intense as the cold isiis
severe in winter the waters of the blablackk sea
exercising apparently but little influence ininterntem-
peringperi ng the atmospheree this I1isa aaccounted fojfor
by the abrupt rise of the coast which arrests the
strata of airair immediately above the surface otof
the water and leaves a free coarse y to those
portions of ake air that fly ata higher level the
steppe therefore has usually an arctic winter
and al tropical summer and enjoys only during
spring and autumn short intervals of that
ate to w whichaich iitsts geographical po-
sitionsiti orr in the I1 temperatetemp zone would appear to
entitle it I1

I1 I1

the snow storms of southern russia are ter
tilethe howling blast lifts the snowshow in vast

and fills the whole atmosphere with a
thick drift of flying snow evryevery ravine or hol-
low is filled by the whirling stormand indand
landmarks are burie dand cattleattl and menn caught
in tisethese stormsstorm9 are ayoverwhelmed fiven the
government

1

couriers are allowed to stop at such1
tidimcyanc these uusuallyagn ala last about three days when
a builf u corneacom e verover0 the face of nature

the wiwinterra te r of the steppe in intensity cold
frea antly surpassed the severest seasons known
on ttleV shores of the Balti cand the cutting blasts
from ithe north sweepsweepingly huge masses of snow
into the black sea oltenoften cover it with a thick
coating of ce for many leagues in the winter
beawbetweeneen 1837 and 1838 the maximaximummuril height of
the thermometer for four weeks was 10 degrees
R and several times it fell below 30 derdar qses
32 degress below the zero of fahrenheit a

temperature at which in st Peterspetersburgburk it iiss
customary to close churches and theatrestheartrestheatres the
steppe accordingly participates in all tilethe se-
verity of0 a russian winter but enjoys few of
the iidadvantagesvantages which to the northern russians
gofirgo far to redeem the intensity of the cold in
nonorthernr thern russia and even in the ukraine the
snow remains on the ground curing the grettergreater
part 0ofif the winter and the sledges quickly wear
tuall e surface of the road into a silsmoothlooth mass of

which the heaviest goods may be traer
I1 ported with a speed and facility surpassedsed wyonly

by a railroad the Iusrussiansian thenthereforelore usually
prefers the winter for traveling
but also for the conveyancebyance of heavy goods
fromfro in one to another to the denizen otof

the steppe this natural railroad is unknown the
that prelprevailvail throughout the grintergreater part

of tilethe winter keepthe snow in a constant state
of agitationhim and prevent it from geacakingking on the
ground the snow in consequence never co

be dieppe but seems to lie scattered ovet
it in ppatches

1

at elleg according as the wind mayma have
drifted it about

bhea the melts joonn the step pethe spring
imaybanaab P said to commence ce this usually takestaker
piece in aprilapril

11

but may is far ad-
vanced bbeforealpe thomaisthothe maismass ofdf waiater hashaa had time
to findigfind ha way intinfo0 tha rivers during this
celtinmeltingil seaseasonpoil the surface of the steppe aiconis con-
verted
I1

intointha a searf hnud i through which neither
man nor beast can wiwadeide P I1 jerJ er
ti ex arvery raymee fu aa torrent 0

o ttheIdirtiest water that ccanan wellill be I1imagined
2

ana1

about theahe dvdwellings of nienmen the accumulated
filth of the winter is at once exposed to

ithe disappearance of the snowy arinmantletl that for
a season had charitably covered a multitude of
sins this i

operation is frequently interrupted
byy the returnn of frost aridand the descent of fresh
masses of snow for there is no country perhaps
where winter makes a harder fight for it before
he allows himself to be beaten out of the field

for
I1

a few days perhaps a delightful south
wind1 In d iviwiltill diversifydiverdiversifysify thethe plain withiqand hyacinths then all at onceonca a rude north-
eastereaster will come from the ural moun-
tains ansakmakingma kingng the sowersflowers vanish in a trice and
enveloenvelopingpLing the whole scene anew in one white
shroud another shift of4 the wind and a gale
from the north0 west will come sweepingg along
discharging iaits heheavy clouds and wreathing the
face of the steppe from the ural to the carpa
chiani whenhen at last boisterous old
hbaa really been forced to veatrisbeat his retreat a most
delightful pbriod of the year supsucceedseeds and the
itar covered

i
with a beautiful kaand4 luxuriant

hherbageer bage smilesile likejilke a lo10lovelyvely oasisquis between the
parched desolation of the summer and the dreary
waste of the winter the whole earth seem

I1 r
clad in the color of hopp while the skyeky as-
sumes that of truth and though it is certainly
monotonous enough to behold nothing but blue
above and green below yet the recollection of
past harushihardshipsps and the consconsciousnesspiousnessious ness of present
abundance makes the season oneff rejoicingtolo
the even excites for aa while the admi-
ration of the stranger the latter however I1is8
certaiai before long to groit weary opof a spring
unadorned by a single flowering
by a single bubbubblingblink brook i nt aahilljail to break
the tedium of the landscapeland scap x through which a
well mounted rider may gallop for hundreds of
leagues and scarcely meet an objectobjectedab raaemake
him conscious that he has quitted the spot
whence be started from hungaryHangary he may
urgeurge hishig steed to the borders of CirCire cassiaassia with-
out passing e grove of treesfrees frofromin the car
pat hians to the capital of mongolia he will not
oneonceve be gladdened by a sound of a streamletillet
ip 0over its pebblyy bed grass grass
gragrasss and nothing but grass notnor inus t this
grassgras bpb supposed to resemble that which em
bellibellis bes the velvet lawn of inan english park
the hexherbagebage of the stersterpepe is so coarse tbthatat tinan

Ilaboref would have to look loneiona before
ceffae faund0 u ad a place soft enough for an afternoon

5

nap and then the tulips andan chaya cintas
not be judged of by the beautiful specimens
reared hyby a dutch farifloristS t I1

Thun derand lightning are frequentbrequent through-
out may but a thunder storm on the steppe I1is

i
S

comparativelycomparativeY but aa poor kind of spectacle
there being neither trees nor rocks for thetb
lightning to show his might upon nor moun-
tains by their reverberatingreverberating echoeshoes to give in-
creased almajestyalenty to the pealing artillery of hea-
ven butbui thesediese discharges of atatmosphereill osphry elec-
tricitytricity though they want the grandeur

I1 of the al-
pinee tempest are dear to the people of the step-
pe where theyahey are always accompanied either
bybv showers or night dews so that as longjonir as it
tfthunders there is no lack of fodder for irethe cat-
tle I1

s I1

in june the lightning ceases to play and the
periodical drought announces its approach the

wholehole month passing frequently away without
depositingde jositis 9 a particle of moistmoisture on tilethe ground
the consequences of this begin to manimanifestfeit
themselves inin july when the heated soil cracks
in every dirdirection opening its parched lips in
rsupplication for a few drops of water that are
not vouchsafed heavy and tantalizing clouds
it is true sweep over tilethe steppe but instead of
showering their blessings on the thirsty land
hurry away to the carpathian mountains or to
the sea

the sun at th s season rises and sets like a
globe of fire but the evaporations raised from
the earth by the middaymid day heat seldom fail to give
a misty appearance to the sky towards noon
the heat meanwhile igia rendered intolerable by
its duration for any thing like a cool interval
never occursoccurs aridand shade is not to be thought of
in a country where hills aridand trees are alikealia un-
known this season is oneohe of great suffering
to all living blinjabein-ass on the every trace
of Vvegetationeget is singedbanged away except infin a fefeww
ravofavoredred spots the burbace of I1thehe grouground11 a be-
comes browner aridand browner iridand at last com-
pletely black men anandd cattle assume a lean and
haggard look andad the wild oxen and horses so
fierce and ungovernable jo may become aa
tame as lambs in july and can scarcely crawl in
august even the tanned skin odtheof the poor

asam the Russ call the inhabitants
of the steppesi eppe hangs inin wrinkledcd folds upon
their hollow cheekschecks their steps are feeble andana
every thing about them asassumesdurnes a dejected and
melancholy look ponds dry up wells cease to
furnish water and the beds of lakes are con-
verted into sandy hollows water now rises in
price and becomes an article whichchitit is worth a
thiefs while to steal

the few springs that continue to yield must
have a guard set upon them night and day or
the 1legitimate owner will scarcely keep enough
to slake his own thirst at this season thou-
sands of cattlebattle perish on the steppe of thirst
while as if to mock their sufferings tilethe liorihorizonzon
seems laden with humid clouds and the parch-
ed soil to the cheated eye in the distance the ap-
pearancepearance of crystcrystal1 I lakes and running strstreamsearns
suchstich is the faithful picture of a dry sunniersummer on
the steppe but of course the descriptionton does
no tapply every yearyear tilethe years IBS1837 7 and 1838
for instance

I1
were remarkable for their biumi

city but inin generaligeneral thehe summer is a period of
wretchedness over the whole face of the steppe
and three or four thirst and huitgerhu tiger summerss
frequently succeed each other the following
description of the summer of a is given by
an eyewitnesseye witness

the last rain fell early in may aridand through-
out the summer the whole steppe pre

j anted an endless blakblack plain in which the
eye sought in vain for a green spot scarcely

I1 a breath of vind ever sstirredt and the nights
iderewere as sultry as the dadaysy s however echaus
i tedled the frame might be it was scarcely possible
to obtain any refreshing sleep tileane moment
either manloan or beast stirredstir rec a thickthia black cloud
was raised from the ground nor could even a
bird ariee without filling the atmosphere with a
ccolumn af what looked more like smoke than
dust even oiefhe plants that were mostmoat careful-
ly tended by the hand of inmanininin had a hiclsicklyly look
the wheat that usually risesrises to so luxuriant a
height scarcely peeped from itsitil autrofurrowsws wiwithth
its red blades and corn lessearsears the hunger
and thirst of the poor horses rose to a scarcely
credible pitch and the wretched animals were
only alive by driving them into the cornfieldscorn fieldsfielde
to crop what had been intended as food for man

the few wells from which water could be ob-
tained were guarded against iintrusionn tfusion by locks
and chains and bars but aliese were broken
without hesitation and even where sentinelsIs
had been set they were driven away by tilethe
famishing multitude all business was at a
statistandstilldatil for no merchanterchantin coula venture to send
a caravanan from the coast whenahen it was knownp11 n
that a draught of water could not be had bybaf thett

theetraveled without fighting for it many of the
I1 taboons herds of hhalfalf wild horses were broken
upuj altogether the animals refusing to submit to
any con troLand dispersing in different directions
in search otof water strangling horses were
everywhere to be met with rushing madly up
the ravines and sniffling the air inii search of a
few drops of moisture to cool their buburningr
thirst

in many respects the summer on the steppe
is more cruel even than in the saharabahara ofoU africa
or in the llanos of spanish america for in
neither does the moisture so completely disap-
pear from the soil and in the african desert
wherever there is water a little terrestrialterrestial para-
dise of date areestrees and flowering shrubs is cer-
tain to be grouped around but in the steppe
even the riversrivers flow only between grass and
reeds are the only shrubs by which the banks
are fringed while fromfiani the parched and japinggaping
earth not even a cactus or an aloe peeps forth
into which a thirsty animalanicil might bite to mois-
ten its lips with the buce

I1inn august the dryness of the atmosphere
reaches the extreme point but before the end olof
theilie mouth the night dews set in and thunder
storms are occasionally followed by rain the
leaden dusty sky I1 clear and blue again
and every thithing reminds you that the delights ol01

I1
autumn are amproapproachingaching the temperature oj

september is mild and refreshing wadand the ded
ij testable black dust of the steppe kept dovan byb
frequent shoshowersweri noni longer gives to ewyeve

I1

14
I1

M 0 I1

1 ta 1
i nl D

creatureere a I1 ire thee comp lection of0 a negro A fresh 1

greengr een herbage quickly covers the whole plain19 UI1 AA
aandnd man and beast in a short time recover theirstrength and spirits could darius and hibraa
troops when they invaded scythia but havenave

i endured the thirst of july they might easily
I1
have kept their ground in Septemberand would
have had abundant leisure to prepare their win
ter quarters

I1 delightful the autumn of the steppe ungues
i tionationablyoly is butbat short ana fleeing are its charms
for october is already a gustyguity month
roarked by cold rains and fogs and usuallyusually

amidI1id kmetsts andana awgus and asa to Xno-
vember

o-s
bembvemb e I1

7 that is set dowdownn as a winter month even
by the most seasoned russian and the severest
wtweatherather of an english january might almost be
deemed autumnal compared to theboldthe cold that oiOB
tenfen prevails at odessaodesa in novemberNoverliber

one of the first wordsw that a strangerrangersf learns
inarfs thet p steppe

I1

is burian the constant topic of
the

1

farmer s lamentations isis burian and the
gardener I1 the herdsman and herd join with
eednalq tlal bitternessbit inih hearing maledictionsmaledictions on the
detestedd etested burian the curiosity of every new
arriver is therefore soon excited by an expres-
sion

expres-
ionion of uchsuch constant occurrence anand afterdafter some

inquiryahe he finds thitthat every plantplantoror harbonherb on which
the cattcattleleillwill feed 9 known by the general
name of trava and that every woodywood iry stem
whichbaeb they turn awayavva isii ruthlesslyruthless li classsenclaSs sed in
the condemned list of burian weeds ofbf vaial
rious kinds are indeed of frequent c
awing to the salt and acid naturanature

1

of the Bsoil0 il
and mapymany which with us
cealey by the grass shoot up into ille
steppe driving the gardner and husbandmanhusband dintota
despair aridand seldom renderingj any bolher service
eithereit hertoto manmaii or beast thinthan that of helping
boil the russians nnational dish of borsht the
thistle ddeserves the first place among the burian
of the steppe we have but little notion in 0
abrenglandI1and of the height to which a thistle will of I1

belil grow lik russia it not un
fie form and size bf a tree
overshadowovershadowingi ng with its branches the fotow sunken
dwellingsdwelling of the brogl Ywaw of the steppe in
places d by thistle this des-
criptioncrip tion willwil sometimes grow in abun-
dancedance as tofibith a little grovegeoe inia which acosa cos
sack on his horse may completely hide himself

another description of weed that stands in
very bad odor in the steppe hawhas been aptly de-
nominated wind witcheywitch b klegermantLth eGerman colonists

J I1

thischis is a worthless plant that expends all its vi-
gor

i

in the formation of innumerableinumerableir threadlikethread like
fibresfabres that shoot out in every6ivery direction till

I1

whole forms a light globular mass the little I1

sap to be obtained from this plant is bitterer than
the wormwood and eveneven in the driest summeriier

I1

no animal will touch the wind witch it growsg rows t

to the height of three feet and in autumnaada in anthethe I111

root decays and the upper0 pper partp ar of the plant be-
comes completely dry the huge shiishuttlecock I1
is then torn from ththee ground by the first hiattchieft I1
wind that risesrises and isis sentsant dariedancingfili rolling andad 1

hopping over the plain with aa rapidity which
the best mounted rider would vainly attemptattiampf to
emulateemi hundreds of them are sometimes de

5

1

cached from the ground att onceonce 6on a winwindyI1 d y day
and cheh seen scouringaring over the paplainam may 4

easily be mistaken at a distance for a baboon of 1I

wild horses I1 1 I1

the germans could not have christened the V

4

plant more aptly and in bestowingbe on it the ex-
pressive

if

gease I1 v e namename by which it is known among
themin hey no doubt vought of ththe national le- jle- iI1

1l
bends longlong associated with the far famed witch tP

1

haunted recesses of the blocksberg the wind I1dances with which fancy hashai enlivened that ill 8

reputed mountain are yearly imitated by the 1

wind witches on the steppe sometimestimes they I1

i
may be seen skipping adongalong like a herd of deer

I1

sometimessometime s deafdescryingrah g wib
I1

atie grassgislas
sometimessometime s rolling madly over one another and
sometimessorn e times rising byby hundreds into the air as
though they were just starting9 to partake in the
diabolical festivities of theille blocksberg itself
they adhere to each other sometimes likeikei so I1manyawny enormous burm widand it isiignotTot an buncom aif
mon sight to see some twelve or twenty rolled I1

P

into one mass andarid scouring over the plain like
a huge giant in his seven league boots thou 1

il
g

samis of them are yearlyearly blown into theille black
Sseaea bubutt with thithisB salto dormemor title ends the 14

witches careercareer who loses in the water all the
fantastic graces that distinguished her while d

ashore I1

As next in importanceirb p ortarice amongamono the burian odthe A

steppe the bitter wormwood gustmust not be forgot-
ten itft grows to the height of six feet and 7

sometimes in a very dry summer ththe cattle will
not disdain to eat of it aaltheall the milk ard but-
ter thenhen becomes detestablydete bitter and some
times particles of the dry wormwood adhere torter I1

the wheat inin which case the bitter flavor of the I1plant is certain to be imparted to the bread
poisonous herbs are but little known in the

european steppes but in those of asia there is
a great abundance of venomous fungitarigi which i

spring up in in suchmuch quantities that at t
times the plain appears to be covered with them e

as far as he eye can reach they are mostly
white and sometimes

I1
make tile steppe appear

in themthe morninging as though there had been a
I1

heavy fall of snow during the night the noon-
day heat generally destroysdesrys them ftfebut ape fol-
lowing

T

night often producespro ducos a fresh crop
we might of course extend our list of the

botanical peculiarities ofor the steppe much fur-
ther

I1

but upon the whole the variety of plants
that growgrow upon this vast grazing land ofdf the
tartars is more limited than would be supposedsup posed
botanistsBotanisti we believe reckon only five hurihundreddred
species asaa nanativetive to the steppe and each species
usually grows in large masses for leagues
together

t the traveler will see nonothinglothinethine cutwormbut worm I1
wood and on leaving so bitter a specimen of
vegetation he will comia to a tulip bed covering

I1

I1

many thousands of acres and atatthethe end of that
to an equal extentex te nt of wild which
cultivation hahass not however imparted the de J

licious perfume which recommends it to chehorthe nor
I1

ti of more civilized lands for days to- i

gettierget lier the droshky will then roll over the same
description of coarse 0too 00lookoo up I1

on but on which the sheep thrive admirably and pF
which is said to give to the tartar mutton a de-
licious flavor thitthat the traveled epicure vainly 4

i

looks for in the gorgeous restaurants of waifewaifsaris or i
in that joint stock association of comfort and 1

I

luxury a london club j
I1

A singular phenomenon of the stepsteppee mini
tests itself whenW hen man presumptuously attempts A
to invade it with has plough the distridisturbedabed soil
immediately shoots forth every variety of burbubanfan
againstt which the farmer mustmu aviexertert ceasing
vigilancefigilance or else farewell to the hopehole of a pro-
ductive

ro
harharvestveit if the saroyland is afterwards

left fallow the burian 1 takes possessionpoA11 session of the
field and riots for a ferar yearseais 1 IiftI1it undisturbed
luxuriance A struggle hen joes on forfor some
years longer between the weeds and theithe grass
but the latter strange to6 say in aalmost every
instance triumphs inm the end and a b beautiful
pasture ground succeeds which koesgoes vh im-
proving fromfro year to year tilltillitit attainsattainsitsits high-
estest degree of perfectioian A

I1
reactionre action then en-

sues A species of coarse grass known by bo-
tanists under the namenim pinnatepinnata

i takes
possession of the ground it ccovert0 with
ditchard and woody stems till mer 9
advantage of the first dry weather fh spring
clears away the whole plantation by letting fire
to it I1 I1 1101 I1

the burning of the steppe isis them only eilind of
raan ring to which it is ewerever subjected and LU

generallyg n ra exexecutede buted in spring1191 inin order feat a
fresh crop of grass may immediately rise like ai I1

young phoenix from the ashesU
i this depart-

ment
I1

I1
of tartar husbanhusbandrydr Y isis usually managemanagY I1

with much caution and the i
extends beyond the limits intended to 1accedeed to it but sometimes filfire arisa re weecia 0yff 4 if 1

or inin consequence of a malicMAjEi elementsjr Bg elemendiarism and then the g
B firfaranaii d awid 1
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at thatthat season 11I1 alalmostmo at every deschi of
11

I1

I1 I1
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