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" THE LATE CONFERENCE.

THE general conference w hich elosed
on Tuesday, Oct. 6th, was, in several
reapeets, a notable gathering of its kind.
The attendance was unusually large
throughout the entire session of three
days. On the first day (Bunday) the
multitude was so great that it wae
necessary to have recourse to an over-
flow meeting, which was held in the
afternoon, in the Assembly Hall. Like
the Tabernacle, that building was ex-
censively crowded, and yet many huu-
dreds of people were gtill left on the
outsitde, being unable to gain ingress
to either struciure, This feature of the
conference dashes to pieces the predic-
tione and hopes of those who have
Imagined and desired the epeedy de-
mise of ‘“Mormeonism,’? which we un-
derstand to be simply the fulpess
of the restored Gospel of Christ

The epuncistions of the speakers
were of a decidedly practical turn,
There was scarcely any eflort to. ex-
plain what might be termed abstract
theories. The teaching chiefly related
to the  practical duties of life, their
pature being such as, when carried
into effeut, would improve the general
statue of the community. Among the
themes intreduced and expounded
were, the nature, rezponsibilities and
obligations resting upon those on whom
the Priesthood had been conferred,
The exerclse of genuine Christian
charity toward all people, was forcibly
emjoined; the necessity of iooking
after Lhe poor, with special reference to
providing them with employment, was
insisted upon as one of those duties of
the Baints régarding which the Lord
had mnde His mind speclally mani-
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fest in pumbers of revelations,
The duty of being serupulously
honest and living up to &ll

agreements, without regard to whom
they are made wilh, was vigorously
urged, Bome of the speakers dwelt
emphatically upon the need of main-
taining peace and union in familjes,
the dutles of each member in relation
to the olhers being explicitly deline.
atedd, Those who addressed the vast
assemblages, as a rule, bore strong
testimony to the divine charaeter” of

what ie called “Mormonism,?? assert-

ing that they had received manifesta-
tione of the power of God on the subject,
The changed condition of public
sentiment concerning the Latter-day
Balnts, indicated by the widening of a
disposition among hbhonorable nob-
‘Mormon?* people, both here and else-
where, to accord them their rights, was
epoken of with eatisfaction. It was
confidently stated that as the true
character of the community became
knowu this improved feeling would
become broader and deeper. The
chasms which divide citizens from
each other were deplored as something
that shouild ot have an existence.
The general assembly of the Church
was most decided in ita stand againat
the calumnious misrepresentations of
the Utah Commission, embodied in
their report to the Becretary of the
Interior. It was evident that tbe
Baints had reached the conclupion that
they had been slandered long enmough
without raislng a protest and present-
jug  refutatlons of libelous in-
famies, and that hereafter they
proposed to  pursue the poliey
of active resistance, by denocuncing
{alsehood and exhibiting the truth.
This determination was held to be =
duty the community owed te them-
selves, to thelr children, to the na-
tion andto the world at large. This
resolution Is & moat healthyuf one in
many other respects besides being self.
protective. But the Iatter considera-
tion alone is of sufficlent importance to
render the duty imperative. It iz a
fact demoenstrated everywhere that a
host of people can be found who would
have no healtancy in kicking a sheep

without oause, Only « few,
however, care to venture on ad-
ministering that kind of ip-
iustice to a lion. The sentiment

of the Bainte in taking ermaphatic action
in reference te the false representations
of the majority of the Utah Commis-
sion wans not essentially of a retahatory
character. It was gimply an uprising
of reselution in vpposition to falsehood
apnd unfairness and in favor of truth
and just treatment.

It s to bp hoped that the splirit of
the preamble and resolutions paased st
the recent Conference wlll never rbate
until the refuge of lies is swept away
from those who—whether through ig-
norance, malice or the vromptings of
ulterior motives—undertake to elander
and misrepresent the people. We do
pnot think that the genlus of the action
referred to will slumber when' apny
futurs conspicuous occasion for - its
being awakened shall arise.

The entire railroad mileage of Great
Britain is now 20,073 wmiles, or less than
one-+ighth of that of the United Btates.
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DEATH OF PARNELL.

THE Irish leader, Parnell, is dead
The news is guite startiing becauge it.
was unexpected. His sudden decense
has caused a sudden revulsion of popu=-
lar feeling. His faults are condoned
his #in is ignored, his mistakes ar:a
brushed aside, and regret at hijg death
and sympathy for his Sorrowing
mother and bereaved wife overshndow'
everything.

Parnell;though not a Yery great man,
yet exhibited many of the qualities of
a leader, and the force of circumstances
pushed Lim to the front and gave him
farne and influence. He accomplish s
8 good work for his country by bring-
ing its needa and sorrows before the
attentlon of the whole world. ‘I'he
freedom of Ireland, which will come
surely before very long, wili be largely
attributed to the labors of Parpell {n
coojunction with those of that grand
old staleanan, W. E. Gladstone.

Like many prominent men who
have erred in a similar way, Parnell
was Involved in unlawfui Bssociations
with a womun who dominntey his
affections and influenced hiy

whol
life. The exposure of hig lia:::t:
was the beglnning of hig down-
fall. It was the erime of telng

found out that told againgt him. His
marrisge wtih Mre. O’S8hen, while
satisfying the proprieties, did not gover
up the facts in the case; and the past
career of the ooqple Was too gross to be
concealed by the veneer of divoree and
the polish of wediock. 2

It is likely that the death ot Parpel}
will do more for Iteland just pnow and
in the immediate future thap his tlife
would have effected. Bympathy for
him and his family seems to ipelude
kind feeliugs for his country and
the caure he lived fop. And
apy movement that may now be made
in the direction of relief fgor Ireland
and justice to the Irish will regeive
favorable consideration. Apng the
name of Parvell will be pumbered
among those patristie sons of Erin,who
live in story apd shine in history as
the champions of freedom, the jibera-
tors of Ireland. '

TERSE WORDS FROM “TRUTH.”

*“TRUTH,** & Journal published in
New York, very often gives utterance
to sentiments that are worthy of ite
pame. Once in a while it touches om
Utah and the “Mormons’’ and usually
oxhibits a spirit of tolerance that is
commendable. It alse draws compari-
sons sometimes between S*Mor-
mon®! ways nand those ¢f peo
ple who sneer at the *‘Mormons,’’
which, while in strict conformity



