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they were in the minority. After the
-death of Joseph Smith, Brigham Young-
by right and choice of the people, organ,
ized and led them into the wilds of
America. And while Missour1 was divid-
ing the property of fourteen thousand
inhabitants whom she had recently ex-
pelled, while Illinois was trying to
«cover up the blood of the murdered
Prophets; while all the United States
looked on with silent indiiference, one
of the most persecuted and down-trod-
den people that history records were
marching westward beyond the pale of
civilization.

And now comes an episode in the
history of thc Mormons which I shouid
not dare to relate were it not part of the
official records of the governmeut.
‘Otherwise it would be incredible. While
in the wilderness on their westward
march for the Rocky Mountsins, war
was declared between our government
and Mexico. Strange as it may seem, the
President sent a messenger to Brigham
Younng to ask for five hundred volun-
teers to enter the army and march
against Mexico. Remember that two
states of the nation had throst this peo-
ple from their borders, had permitted
mobs to plunder them, rob them ot
their homes, murder their prophets, and
drive them into exile. Reniember that
their appeals 1n their sore afflictions,
though made to governors, jndges, and
to the President, were invariably ig-
oored or denied. Remember finally
tha: they were marching through a
country unparalleled for dangers, that
they were enduring hardships which, at
‘times, threatened their very existence.
‘Had they not sufficient cause tor refus-
ing to listen to the President’s appeal?
And yet it was their country calhing—
that country to which their pilgrim an-
cestors had fled; for which their patriot
sires had fought and suffered; whose
deeds of heroism were among their
higbest and nobiest traditions. It was
enough. Brigham Young said: '‘Col-
onel Allen, you shall have your men. If
there are not enough young men, I wili
call upon the old men; and then, if not
enough, I will call upon the wonien”
When the call was made those sacrific-
ing pilgtims forgot their wrongs, kissed
the rod that smote them, and, with one
accord, answered their country's call.
Ransack the records of history, ancient
end modern, and match if you can, this
axample of patriotism!

Heroine mothers, while

their hus-

bands and sons were at the front, de-

fending 1he country that had driven
them into exile, drove their own teans
twelve hundred miies over :ose track-
less plains. Hundreds of them had
neither wagons nor teanis. Handcarts
were made, and in them they placed
their scanty hoard. Men and women
pulled those carts across the desert
wastes of America. Could not this des-
titute and exiled people receive aid?
They were offerzd peace il they would
relinquish their religion and ali alle
giance to their faith. But to rehinquish
their religion for peace. to them. it was
treason. Suc. an act would have made
a mockery of their bigh protession,
which had been wiitten in blood and
tears. Duying that dreary march, hun-
ger, sickness and death followed in their
wake. Many times death was a wel-
come visitor to those weary and toot-
sore pilgrims. Many, lying down with
their burdens tor pillows, never awoke,
and topight rest in unmatked grayes,

From the lips of aged velerans, [
have been tgld that when they were ex-
hausted and could go no farther, bare-
headed, bare-looted and in their tattered
clothing, they knelt upon those track-
less plains and importuned their Father,
my God and your God, for strength.
Upon arising their weariness was gone.
You may not believe in miracles; but it
is true that even, as with the ancient
Israelites in the wilderness, the quails
came by the thousands to feed those
starving pilgrims. My own wile's wid-
owed mother, peace be to her memory,
walked and carried her babe from the
Missouri River to the Rocky Mountains.
Picture, it you can, that banished peo
ple on those plains almost destitute of
food and clothing; mothers stripping off
their scanty clothing to protect their
littie ones trom the cold winds that
swept across the bleak prairies. In their
extreme hunger, they were obliged to
eat roots and thistles; yea, more, they
were forced to cook and eat old raw-
hides. The history of the sufferings of
that people, though often attempted, is
yet unwritten,

As the pioneers reached the heights
ol the Rockies, for the first time they
saw their destined home. And as Mo-
ses stood on Pisgah’s heights and viewed
the "promised land, so they, from those
silent peaks, viewed their asylum of
rest. Around them silence and desola-
tion—a desolation of centuries, Rugged
moyntains with huge spurs decorated
with towers and pinnacie-, raising their
towering summits into the domain of
the clouds, rich with the aspiring forms
of Gothic type. Far below they saw
the blue waters of the Dead Sea of
America, glittering in the summer sun-
light like a silver shield; and as tar as
the eye could reach stretched the arid
desert, miles on miles of sage-brush
and snow-white alkali. Eternal desola-
tion! yet, to them, it was home, and at
the sight of 1t their hearts were glad.
They descended into the valley to pitch
their tents and rest in peace. here
was now no fear ot molestation from
vandal hordes. How sweet must have
been that sleep as upon the earth,
parched and seared through untold cen-
turies, they slumbered beneath the
friendly skies amidst eternal solitude!
Though that coun ry to which they had
gone was then under Mexican rule, they
unfuried the slars and stripes én En-
sigh Peak And, in solemn assembiy,
they voted to revere the Coastitution
and its principles as a divinely inspired
document. They also decreed that this
land should be a home for the op-
pressed; they forgave all men that had
injured them, and lifted an ensign of
peace to cvery nation under hieaven.

My friends. [ have couched in simple
language the pathetic story of the exo-
dus of this people. 1 have kept back
striking eveants, pitiable sufferings, and
terrible wrongs. The words that I
should speak burn within me and trem-
ble on mylips. But I shall not utter
them. It is enough. I am willing to
leave the judgment to future genera.
tions. When the clouds of hatred and
mistrust which haog like a pall over the
genius of that people are dispeiled, the
history ot their living martyrdom will
make the heart of the nation ache with
pity and remorse.

e
Veaturs, Cal, le considering the
purchase ol tbe eleciric light and

wulerworks of Lbal city 1or $130,000,

AT HOME AND ABROAD.

KEvx WEST, Fla.,, April 3.—Private _
advices to a prominent Cuban, per
ateamer Olivette last night, statetbe
Cuban lpsurgeut: pumbering 1,200
under General Masso, on the 13th ult.,
met a Spanish convoy of mule teama
with provisivne and ammuanition for
the HBpsnaish (orces. Aflter a short
Bght the escort nueabering 500 so)diera
rurrendered to General Masso, The
tight touk place at Holquin, near SBan-
tiungo. The convoy ocouslsted of slxty-
nine teawe, colefly laden with pro-
visione.

WABHINGTON, Aprll 3.—There is
reason (o beneve that the Brivish gov-
eroment has given our srmbaseador,
Mr. Bayard,to understand, In response
to his representation In tbe Venezueiap
boundary matler, oo hils eugyestion
thut it be submltted to arbitration,that
it mnst persist in regsrding the sulijmplt
ad po»s 1n whioh oniy Great Britain
and Venezuela are conocerued,

Of course Lhe ides was set out very
dipldmatically and ocourtesusly, so as
to avold giving offense us far as possi-
ble while stil) maklng it plain that the
United Btates could not be regarded as
baving any proper interest ju the
matter, As It stands the British gove.
ernment still Insiats upon its absolute
title and right 10 ocoupy all of the
werritory o tne eastward of the Sgbom-
berg line, while professing a willing-
nees Lo submit (o arbitrativo its olatmy
to the lapds lying westcfthat line,
Chis wans the ofter made to Venezuels
yeuars ago, and it hae not been modifled
10 any respect elace, notwlthstunding
Mr. Buyard’s efforte.

The apparent eftascts of Mr. Bayard's
¢firts are being watohed with inleuse
i terest by al) the diplomatic Tuterests
ot the Soutn and Central Americap
conptries rbstioned in  Washingion,
One uf these reprecentatives, ib speak-
ing on Lhe subject, sald & majority of
the Bouth Amerioan republice were
singgering puoder foreign debts sngd
were unable looger to meet their obij.
gatiope. The question confromiiog
these ouuntriea is whether the Uniteq
States will stand by and allow the
vreditor oatjons to ¢ollect Lhese debin
by force. Meanwhlle, to strenythen
their clalm for protection bpon the
United Siates, tnere is In progress
amung the vmuailer snd weaker rapub-
1ios a myvewment (o eniangle their in-
{eresis with our owp, w0 as o make ft
a matter of geep couceln to our people
shoulu =by Eurupssn power attack
them.

Kansas Cimy, April 4.—A spepial
ty toe Star trom Heobesy, Okla., savs
u Rook lelaud (rwio waas rubuvey this
meroiug st Dover.

CHIicAOG, Agpril 4.—~At the head-
guuriers of the Rock leland rosd it is
said that at 11:530 last night twenty
ious west of Deover, tralu N.o. @ wus
fietu up by five niounted men who
orskred the Laggayewsn Lo open the
duor ul the baggage oar. He refused
and the robbers fired twelve shols
throvgh the duor, woundiug the Lag-
Zagemad 10 tone wriet. ‘ibe rubbers
then broke vpeu the JOOr wilh u sledge,
bBut 41d wol get any plucder from the
vaggage our. ‘T'mey bvorrieuly pro-
ovedew tbrou:h tbe smoker und one
Jday cuach securing soovnt $300 frem
the paesengels, 8:X levolVers® apd a
nnmher of Wutches nod ringe. A posre’




