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BPIbp lusher had finished his hard days work

aflaaiaaioalo he sat at his cottage door
II11 is good wife kate sat by his asidebidee

aud the moonlight danced on the koorfloor
thetha moonlight danced on the cottage floor

llerlier beams were as clear and as bright
Asks when he and kate twelve yearsyeara before

talked love in her mellow light

ben fisher hadbad never a pipe of clay
and never a dramdrain had hehb

so he loved at home with hisbis wife to stay
and they chatted merrily

rirightht merrily chatted they on the while
fierflerHP babe slept on her breast

while a cherub rogue with a rosy smile
juoil hisbis fathers knee found rest

ben told how fast bihisS potatoes grew
and the corn in the lower fields

lodvod the wheat on the hillbill was grown to seed
hadand promised a glorious yield

A goriousglorious yield in the harvest time
and his orchard was doing fair

11 a sheep and his stock were in their prime
ILshis farm all in good repair

kaekate said her garden looked beautiful
her cows and calves were fattat

that thette butter that morning that tommtommyy
churned

would buy him a sunday hat
that jenny for pa a new shirt had made

aadand that too by the rule
that neddy the garden could nicely spade

ludkud atinaim wastras ahead at school

i slowly pasteda8 redsad the toiltoll worn hand
through his locks of greyishgrayish brown

1 I1 tolitoll you kate what I1 think said he
ivrewa re the happiest folks in town

1 I know 1 said latekate that we allwork hardhara
work and health golyo togetheretherethey lveive found

T i0 theres mrs bedlben does not work at all
and ashes sickbick the whole year round

thTT vre worth their thousands so people say
but I1 never saysaw them happy yet

T would not be me that would takotake their gold
aidaldand live in a constant fret

vvv humble home has a light within
ahraburb bolls could not buy

bixsix healthy children a merry heart
ludaud a husbands iovelove lit eye

I1 fancied a tear was in bengbena eye
the moon shonebhone brighter and clearer

I1 could not tell why the man should cry
but he hitched up to kate still nearer

lieile leaned his head on her shoulder there
and took her hand in his

I1 guss though I1 looked at the moon just then
that he left on her lips a kleskies

minnies present

BTnt RODMAN

everybody declared that uncle Hollings ford
would be ruined by his generosity but this
declaration had now been made fortor a number
of years and still he continued prosperous
hisila substance was like the widows cruse of
oil givingvz1 ononly1 seemed to increase it

every stray legarbeggar who approached the farm
waswaa invitedinvitealnainin anand fed and warmed and sent
on hisbis way rejoicing all the poor relations to
the fortieth degree cultivatedcultivate a warm friend-
ship fortor I1 cousin johnJohjohnananand2 and paid him frequent
visits in proof of their esteem and at christmas
and thanksgiving timetimes a the family circle col-
lected around him was perfectly patriarchal

this propensity was a subject of never ceas
mgin uneasiness to Aauntlint ruth she prophesied
againainaln and aagaingain that they would all come to
ttiethe poorhouse but her husband only laughed
and Saidsaid that hethe must

9
giveivelve his cups of cold

waterywater 3 and as thathe cchildrenildrenlidren grewgrow upmp and
daughters married and sons went out west
and Zallail prospered and flourished and the farm
remaremainedined unsold aunt ruth wonworwonderedderoddered more
how it happened that they had breaubread enough
and beanbewan to think that there must be bomasoma
witchawitchcraftrit in it

bat uncle HollingsHellingsford had just perpetrated
of which disturbed his do-

mestic
an acactt the enormity

peace for a long whilee and sometimes
it seemed doubtful itif the sky ever would be
cleared he suddenly took it into his head to
look up thetho widow of a brother who had been
dead several years and knowing that poor job
never had posse seedaeed a knack for aacquiringaquiring
gordly goods helie resolved to examine intolate the
condition of his family without telling aunt
ruth of0 hisbis plans behe went off very quietly by
himself but hahe not as heihe came

aunt ruth hadkad prophesied that no good would
come of0 this journey but when the wagon
stopped and sheeba saw her husband lift out a lit-
tle girlgirlsiegirisheshe could scarcely believe her ownowa caeg
toato think that after raisingrailing a family of eight

children and getting them well off her hands
john should go anandI1 pringbringpring home such a pest as
thau it was too much for flesh and blood to
stand SQso she looked coldly upon poor minnie
who shrank back into herself and eyed her
husband severseversseverelyelvlv

bat uncle HolUngsford could sometimes
assert himself and he did upon this occasion
he bad found his brothers widow in delicate
health with several children and in order to
lighten her burden he invited minnie a pretty
child of fourteen to accompany him homehone onoil a
visit of indefinite length

but perceivingpercperceivingelvineivin that the childs sojourn with
them was not lielyliely to prove a very pleapleasantsiantslant
one as matters now stood he approached his
wife with a resolute air and whispered some-
thing that hadbad the effect of procuring minnie a
sorteort of welcome that struck her as not over
cordial

iobutgileglie ailin grford had gained his point
minnie was regularly established at the farm
and if not much noticed by her aunt she soon
became a great favorite with her uncle and i

not only with him but with all who came to
the house for shebhe waswab a sunny tempered little
thanthing making life and gladness wherever shefwentven

the hugehuge kitchel girefire burned all the more
brightly fortonr the snapping cold that relreireinedreignedned
without and the kitchen itself sent forth a
steam of savory viands infinitely refreshing to
a hungry palate it was almost breakfast
time and punctual as the clock the gaunt fig-
ure of ichabod poole strode into the kitchen
and sank into the accustomed seat by the chim-
ney corner

of all Hollings fords prot egea this was the
one with whom aunt ruth had least patience
fonfoe ten years he had not missed a morning un-
less detained by illness and ietyetyei he always
camecaine in with the same observationon that as he
happened to be passing bbyy hhee he would
just drop in

ichabod had been a respectable farmer but
being what the country people called thrift-
less he hadhai suffered things to go to wreckgreek
and ruin until there remained to himself and
wife only the dilapidated looking red cottage
and the small strip of I1landand around it people
said that breakfasts and dinners were doubtful
at the red cottage and supperssappers almost unheard
of and it was maliciously whispered that ich-
abod waswaa very much inclined to be neighborly
at meal times

lieile alwaalwaysa went to uncle Hollings fords for
breakfast iuttutbut upon being invited into the din
ing room invariably observed that there was
no occasion wife would be expecting himhira at
homehorne etc this waswa a regular part of the
performance and it required considerable
exertion to kishisdisdislodgelodiod e him from the chimney
corner aunt ruth scarcely attempted to
smother her indignation when after beclardeclaringing
that behe want anything I1 helie wantvyant
hungry I1 etc he would sitdit down tto0 the plen

and sweep off all before him
the family wabwaa broken up and scatterscatterededanandd

sons and daughters would return to visit the
home of their childhood so changed that they
could scarcely be recognized but there wabwaa
ichabod unjustin just the same seat and just the same
words in his mouthashaa when they left himhinr three
years ago everybody said that it was a per-
fect farce but uncle Hollings ford was imim-
movable and insisted upon treating ichabod
with politeness

it waswaa the morning after Minniminnieselbelp arrival
and here uncle desired hertoher to inform mr poole
that breakfastbrealdast was ready this she did very
sweetly and ichabod mamakingin a feint of risingrepliedreplied

411I was just going my dear time that I1 was
OToff long ago stop to breakfast oh no
thank you my wife will be waiting for ineme

minnie returned to the dining room and inno-
cently repeated what she supposed to be mr
pooles refusal to her great surprise her
uncle laughed out and her aunt had a very
queer expression aboutabout the mouth

waltingwaitingawaiting what she exclaimed in a tone of
cutting sarcasm maybe going to have
fritters for breakfast and be spoiled
hedheld better go

come come wife replied uncle hollings
ford when he had stostoppedaped laughing this is too
bad they cant hehelpheip beingeing poor

yes they can keipkelphelp it aidsaid aunt ruth
tartly just as well as you or 1I or anybody
else can help it they quarter them-
selves on their neighbors at any rate I1 should
thing hedheld be ashamed of himselfl

minnie was again dispatched to the kitchen
with an imperative summons to mr juble
she soon returned with his answer i

v

he said there was no occasion
laughing more heartily than ever at minnies

innocence and perplexed look uncle hollings
ford went to the kitchen as he had done forferfor
ten years and marched ichabod poole into
breakfast INminnieTinnia was astonished at the
rapid disappearance of the viands but ichabod
had taken quite a faneyfancy to the child and re-
garded her very benignly

As he went home that morningorningra he behbegbeganwanman
revolving in his own mind a planpianplanterfor her benebenel
fit john Hollings ford was a good sort of a
fellow and as he had now taken breakfast
there several times 1 he believed that he
would mako the child a present by way of
testifytestifyingtigilg his gratitude christmas was rapidly
approaching and it would be an agreeable sur-
prise

bribrightt and morninmorning Ichabod
raadelaadead e hisis appearance with a covered basket
and in the

appearanceasketbasket there was a maittiemaltese kitten
minnie was enraptured her heart fairly over-
flowed with love to all sorts of pets and the
kitten was a perfect little beauty just the I1

right size to be graceful itt was plump and
sleek and the very color to wear a blue ribbon
around its neck I1

after gratefully thanking mr pool elminnieHirmle
ddisplayedasp bayed her triumph but at sight of the hit-
ten

kit-
ten aunt ruthsruthd cup of wrath was overflow-
ing she bear the sight of a can she
detested cats it would always be putting itshitaj
little dirty nose into the milk and cream anujani
it was just exactly like ichabod to give a preprea
sent that would soon eat its own head omoff

minnie looked as frightensfrightend aaas though she had
actually expected to segseafie a the kitten perform this
feat and cCF st an imploring look at her uncle
when aunt ruth muttered something abouabout
sendingbending it back where it came from

ohgok no replied her husband 111 I have too
much respect for feelings to do that
and the little animal will be a great comfort to
minnie you remember whittington and hishia
cat he continued perhaps this 0ona willI1 I1

bring us good luck
antaunt ruth looked very disdainful and

1

scarcelyscare ly spoke to minnie all day but miniie
was used to these fits and became too much
absorbed in her kitten to feel troubled about
anything

wellweil exclaimed aunt ruth 1I hope youou are
satisfied now I1 told you that it aouwould come
to this and im only surprised that it
come long agoapro

thisills was but poor consolation for a man who
had just been confiding to hishib wife the story of f

his misfortunes and uncle Hollings ford looked
into the fire aljankahk sighed bitdit all attempts a
consolation unless they came luiu the shaposhape of
bank bills would have proved unavailing for
uncle Hollings ford led away by his generous
heart had indorsedendorsedindorsed largely for a neighbor in
distress and the neighbor hadbad gone down
draggingdragirie his benefactor with him and now the
friend ofor so many unfortunates siwsiw bhimselfif
threatened with A sherill a salesaie aud he alddidaid his
wife driven forth in their oldoid age filin the
home which had sheltered them for so many
years

where were all those whom he had helped
out of similar difficulties those who had
eaten at hisbis table and slept beneath his rootroof
in the days of his prosperity his wife asked
this in a cold cutting tone that made him
wince for mans ingratitude is hard to bar-

it is strange 1 said uncle Hollings ford mus-
ing that fafffatherer left no more money threthere
was little beside the stock and everybody was
surprised at it he was always so saving

if you hadbad cocopiedp ed hihimin in that respect it
would be better forr uus now I1 replied aunt ruth

uncle HollinHollingsgefordrford shook his head ilehe did
not dwell upon his fathers weaknessbut every-
body knew his miserly disposition and even in
hishie fastlast moments behe groaned at the idideaea of part-
ing with hisbis cherished possessions
died peopleeople said that there would be goldgold and
bank billsills found in broken teapots and the toes
of old stockings but as very few such disco-
veries were memade they puzzled over it inill much
perplexity

perhaps it was this example before his eyes
that led hishitis son to the opposite6 extreme for
certain it was that no two could be more unlike

etwasit was a mild dagand Minnie accompanied bbyy
her kitten had gone to the old garret whose
mysterious nooks she loved to explore and
there she could have a romp with kitty in the
full enenjoymentcyment of being beyond the reach of
aunt ruthsbuths reprimand

uncle Hollings ford had been very grave of
late and half anticipating something dreadful
she scarcely knew iiwhathat minnie leaned list-
lessly aagainstainest the rough beams and watched
the gainalgambolsois of the maltese kitten who seemed
challenging her to participate in the fun but
minnie was thinking of other things and she
fixed her large melancholy eyes on the blue skskyY
that seemed so near the garret window and
wondered if uncle jqhnjohnjohndawabwas3 in want of money
she had overheard some words that led her to
suspect this and she began to think that she
might go and teach school or do something to
hegherhelpheip himrittylittyelttykitty was making a terrible scratching
against the boards and minnie endeavored to
call her offoft she really believed that she had
discovered a mouse itif would be horrible to see
her kill and eat it like other cats she should
not love her a bit after that and minnie tried
to pull her awayaway

but kitty wawas very busy scratching some-
thingthin out from under a board and havinhaving putt
in one velvet paw she succeeded in disidislodging05g

pu
ing

a dark colored roll that was certainly not a
mouse nor anything else alive

minnie examined it with tremblingtrembling finefincfifincersersyersI
and found bank bills to the amount of
with glowing cheeks and eyes sparkling with
excitement she rushed into the room where her
uncle sat buried in his gloomy thoughts and
payingg no attention to her aunauntstIs exclamation
of Almarnonmarionarlonarion Hollingsholling fordaford go back this instant
and shut the door she placed the soiled and
crumpled notes in his listless hands

where did you get these said liebe so calmly
that dlinalinminnierieate feared he cared very little aboaboutu t 0themiem

but when twthai story was told minnie and her
pet wereware both lifted inlit uncle Hollings fordsforda arms
and hishia tears rained down upon the bright curls
as he whispered

41minnie do you know that youjou and kitty have
saved your old uncleundo from being turned upon thathe
world ruth said be looking reproachfully at
his wife

it was foreign to aunt ruths nature but she
gave way for once and folded minnie in the
firsttint warm embrace that she hadbad ever bestowed
upon her

111I wish that ichabod poolepools was here said
unciauncle Hol lingford lladbiadhad it for his some-
what unwelcome present this money would still
have baenbeen lying idle I1 should really liko to geasea
himmhire 1

cant you wait until tomorrowto morrow morning
said aunt ruth so that it extorted from her
huband the first hearty laugh hohe hadllad indulged in
for a longlorig while

the farmfarm of course was not sold and the very
singular manner ina which it hadllad been preserved
traveled about like wildfirewild fire andaad minnie and her
kitten became objects of the greatest curiosity
ichabod now began coming to dinner on the
strength of his giltgitt and if he hadbad taken up his
residence there altogether uncle Hollings ford
would doubtless have made him welcome

time passed on the kitten had grown into a
cat andaud minnie had become a young lady her
cousins laughlaughinglyingli declared that sileshe had entirely
superseded them in the affections of their parents
and a strauger would certainly have supposed that
bheahe was the pet daughter of the house

one day an advertisement lo10 the following
effect appearappearedei in the village organ published
in the smallemall town near whick thothe Hollings fords
lived

1 1 11 1

lost on thursday last a maltesealtese111 cat withwilh a
blue ribbon around itsils neck on returnreturningirig the
same at the office of the organ 2 or westlakeWest lakelako
farm the finder will be suitably rewarded

the next week the organorgdu contained the fol-
lowing answer the finder of the maltasemaltese cat
advertised in last saturdays organ is extremely
anxious to retain it what would the owner con
siderolder a clantclaut inducement for parting with the
animal

minnie was perfectly indignant both attheat the in
suitsult and at behigbeing separated so long from deyether petI1
so shes 1 9 sattat down anda11 d wrote if the finder of0 thehet
JIbaltesualtese cat does not immediately restore her to
ilerbar rightful owner hohe or sheah will be bearchsearchseachedsearchedeJ out
and exposed before the community

when the paper containing this threat appear-
ed it broubroughtht a reply from the culprit in person
aunt ruth weswas looking forth fromfroin tilailia sitting
room window when shethe suddenly exclaimed

what on earth is that handsome stranger
coming HEREum for I1 declare she continued if
he haslitbasht got fortuna in his arms this waswaa
the name the kitten had received OHon that amor
ablo layday when it saved the westlake farmfarin

run minnie continued her aunt andland take
him into the parlor

minnie opened the door with a heightened color
and a somewhat elevated head for thatho hoffr of
buying hertier favorite was still1111 frehfreeli in her mind
the visitor a handsome man of thirty five with
an air of0 foreign travelravel coffeddoffed bishis hat with a low-
ly obeisance to the beautiful apparition babore
him and perhaps liehe too felt conscious of his
misdemeanor for he was decidecidedlydeddod ly embarrassed
as lie followed minnia into the room

111I hope said he with a smile that disarmed all
minnies indignation in spite of herself thatthet you
will pardon my unintentional rudenessdoneasru I1 ex

to find in the owner of thetile cat somefoma in-
dignant old lady or thoughtless boy tato whom a
few dollars would prove an irresistible allurement
and as I1 had taken a great fancy to the animal
I1 concluded to try the experiment

and I1 replied minnieI1 frankly expected to
beeoa in thutho finder of fortuna a disagreeable
purse proud individual but whether jadylady or gen-
tleman I1 could not decide 1

thile hairhalf compliment conveyed in thisibis anwer
broughtbrouglit a look of gratitude from the visitor
made minnie wish she had notnet said it but just
as an awkward crisis was approaching uncle
Hollingsford entered the room and politely mu-
ted thothe stranger whom helie recognized as the
new proprietor of a handsome countrycountryseatsentteat on
the other side of the village

shatha visitor introduced himself as mr emlay
and at once entered into an easy and acreeagreeagreeableatile
conversation with the master of the househause tbthe
storstoryy 0of tthehe kitten was told and commented up-
on andadtliethe stranger learned by adroit questions
that uncle Hollings fords circumcircumstanceistance were by
no means flourishing he immediately express-
ed his want of0 an agent to oversee his place
which he pronounced to be sadly neglectedn and
acknowledged himself totally unqualified for theth
0officefalc e ilehe did not logolosa sight off Alitminniesinies speak
ica eyeses which rested upon her uncle almost la-

ngly
iwbangiythis was just the thing for him it

would require soeo little labor but uncle hollings
ford was not the one to recommend himselfhims airalf ingind
mr emlay was obliged to akask himliim point blank

after a while it wawas all arranged and tnthe
strstrangerauger departed with a warm invitation to re-
new

re-
now his visit

fortuna again exclaimed uncle Hollings fordoord
as he related to his wife this fresh piece of luck
but aunt ruth glanced at minniaminnie in a very sigeig

manner and looked little disposed to
give the cat much credit this time

if ichabod wagwas here now ifouldI1 could almost divgive
him a hug continued the old man

he will be here tomorrowto morrow morning replied
aunt ruth as dryly a ever

uncle Hollings ford entered at once upon hishia
gencyagency which turned out to babe very little be-
yond a name and a salary and mr emlay avail-
ed himself to the fullest extent ofor the invitation to
renew his visit

miss minnie said hebe quitoquita suddenly oneona
evoeveningning do you remember that when adver-
tising yourcat you promised thateliat the finder
would be suitably wardedrewardedzo

minnie looked surprised at this addadaaddreadareresosf and
endeavored to escape from the window

111 I left it altogether to your generosity contin-
ued mrlir emlay gravely but I1 have as yet re-
ceived nothing

minnie stammered out something about not
wishing to insult him butbat he replied veryvry cool-
ly that it was not too late to make reparation

the next moment minnies hand wswas impris-
oned in both of hishia and as shashe did not with-
draw it he aacknowledgedne himself suitably rre-
warded
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tiieTHE RUSSIAN ROYAL FAMILY Aleaiealexanderaleyanderiander
the second is a slight well made man above
the middle size but nothing approachingapproachln the
jove like proportions of the latetatelate emperor hlahia
face is quite german with a mild almost sad-
dened expression but fullfall of thoughtfulness
and intelligence

hisills maje close application to business
which is wellwel known may affect hishia looks but
certainly he has by no means the appearance
of robust health ilehe drove up to the palace
inin an open carriage without the slightestparade
and received into his own hands the petitions
of a number of poor women who were permit-
ted thus to approach the fountain head of au-
thoritythority 4

this custom which puts one in mind of thetha
arabian nights is only followed in certain
cases as it must be obvious that if gengeneraleraleTal itwoowould occupy the entire time of the emperor
aaAs his majesty received them there wasivas not
the slightest appearance of hauteur on his part
nor of undue servility on that of his fair peti
tioners who simply curtsied in a businesslikebusiness ilkelika
offhandoff handhaud way and retired much more comcoia


