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present conditions the hatred of the world
toward thetile saints why the leaders of the
church are attackedattacked TheThelpurpose of0 per-
secutionsecutionn the saints need not be afflicted
or worried about the present state of af-
fairs the sifting process the epistle of
the first presidency work of god al-
ways met with opposition the gospe
revealed in this day was the gospel that
was revealed to adam more revelationrelationre to
be given saints must nonotnob borrow trouble

when a nation perverts justice then
commences its downfall the consti-
tution of the united states Ssaints must
commit no overt act exhortation to
faithfulness 00ooconclusionn

IT id very pleasing and it Is also an occa-
sion of heartfelt gratitude to bebeberper-
mitted to meet so many of us this
morning and under such favorable cir

as thase which surround
us even tilethe elements conspire to make
bur comincoming together convenient and
agreeable circumstances are such as
preventreirblitbilt our brethren of the firstxemReMpresidencydency and several of the twelve
apostles from beinbeing with us and per-
haps others from among the people
jhb would be glad to be with us at
thisthin general conference but who deem

so0 situated that thewthey
cacannotabt consistently attend let us that
have come together seek unto the lord
for illshis spirit and his guidance that weave
may receive that measure of graceanngrace and
blesblegblessingsing at illshis hand which we need
under the present conditions which
attend upon us

if adv evidence were wanting to in j

dicato to thetile doubtful the unbelieving1I
or the halfheartedhalf hearted as to whether wenye
are of the world or the world of us
weave are obtaining daily evidence of thetile
fact that weave are lotofnot of the world
1mhd savior told fliethe brethren that
sojournsojourneded with him if ycyo were of
the world the world would love you
but because ye arearc not of the world
but I1 have chosen you out of the
worldorldorid therefore the world hateau
you 12 tilethe same reason essentially ex-
istsI1 sias todayto day that existed then but

the lord has made very gracious and
prepreciousclousious promises to his people that
nahwhereer only two or three are agreed as
touching matters pertaining to the in-

y terest of illshis kingdom and the honor
of illshis name thetheirir prayers shall be
heard there never was a day since
the church has been organized in these
last days that thetile saints had better
reasonsreas dumdus or more of them to be strong
and confident in god their living head
than they have this morning fencedwe need
to know and realize that 0ourticelc trust is
in him and not in man for woe to
him that his trust in man and i

mabeth flesh hisills arm god has under-
taken to perform a work in the earth
which Is goingoing to astonish the world
and which willwall give to his name honor

mandand glory power and dominion now
all these things that occur I1 need not
go into any enumeration of them be-
cause in all of your different settle-
ments circumstances and conditions
are more or less varied it has been

I1 the studied plan of our adversaries to
spread snares for our feet throughoutspreadtthee land and it need not be wondered
at of course that they who stand
highest in authority should be the ob-
jects morere particularly of their wicked
designs

take a look at this thing rationally
and in a common sense view for a
moment the forest trees that are
shaken with the wind sometimes alat
mosteemcem as if they would be uproot-
ed bybitaltlit and biownblown over
tion the soil is wonderfully loosened
aboud tiietile roots by this storm the
strengthiabfRh of a tree is testedand thetrunk
a ge branches of it as to whether

nd earcar proper relation to each other
that that sustainsaddand support

everyefery partInpart in its natural position it
is also very natural that init that grove
as the windivind passes over it thetilt tallest
trees are really the most tried part of
it for tilethe windavind and storm will dash
and blow upon them while the smaller
ones that ahreare protected by each other
scarcely feel it perhaps then you
need not wonder ifit some of the tallest
trees do not happen to be here todayto day
we will howhoweverevert remember our
brethren who are absent and pray for
them we will ask the lord to bless

them to strengthen and
with thetilt wisdom of the holy

ghusn ccontinually that the joy andana
camf the truth and of the holyholsgagospelsabl shall be theirs and that they
shall beher preserved from theahe hands of
their eneenemies

wenhowe who are gathered together in
steadotadof entertaining ill feeling or
cultivating4 malicious designs towards

will ask the lord to
strengthen us and to qualify us not
only for what is upon us now but for
aliaus before 16us for weave daliotdo not know
whatwinit therethothe ro may be for us inanththeeburpur

VPposeslsw of jehovah all this may beulnecessaryessary and profitable to give us an
experience that we should pass through
trials that they may tend to our im-
provementpro and qualification enable us
inanfn our different positions to better
magnify ouroun callincallingsgsandand to bearoffbear off Ilishis
rinkingdomkindomkin dom in the lastest days as ilehe re-
quires

there are times and seasons when
the hoary frosts of winter not only
prevent the trees from showing forth
their foliage from developing any
bloom but cause them to cast their
fruit to the earth scarcely giving indi-
cations even of life it may not be
wondered at thenia through the storms
and blasts of adversity which come
upon the church from time to time thathatt
its members are not spreading forth
and reaching out their jrranchesanches or
that the foliage shows no such immedi-
ate prospects of fruit as we miltmaitmight
under more favorable sunshinene aliallandauda
with more beautiful weather expect
while this adverse season is on and the
leaves perhaps have blown to the
ground and all presents the appearance
of barreness and death itself the sap
is at work down in the roots do you
understand this gardeners and nur

especially will under-
stand that at the close of the
adverse season when the winds
and storms havelave loosenedloo ened the
soil thehe roots have extended them-
selvessliplisles deeper into the earth when the
sun shines and the gentle rain falls and
the pleasantsant spring appears those
roots now greatly enlarged will cause
the trees to put forth larger leaves
with more abundant bud and bloom
and with larger and more luscious fruit
than belore so it is and will be with
ththee greatreat tree of life which god has
plantedailallied in the earth and which is
bringing1 in forth and will yield more
abundantly the fruits of everlasting
life

well then we have nothing that we
need be afflicted or worried about ex-
cept our own unrighteousness I1 know
how the saints feel about many things
which are menacing and intimidating
them at the present time but brethren
and sisters now is the best of all times
to go90 often into your closets for secret
prayer and there find that grace and
help ol01of god which Is able to buoy you
up in every time of need men that
are the heads of families need now to
be filled with the holy spirit to be
prophets seers and revelatorsrevelatory to their
ffamiliesailiealile I1 to their kindred and to those
that arcare around them you need to have
yourour roots strike deep into the soil of
11heaveneaven and strongstrongerberger into the soilsoft of
eternity that you may derivederie that
nourishment and that strength that
shall bring to you greater more abun-
dant and more glorious blessings than
ever you have yet realized

among other benefits that will be
produced by the strange conditions that
attend us is this that while there arearc
those among us who have not known
whether they were following for tilethe
loaves and fishes or whether they wereivere
following for the truths sake many
who arearc ready to dabble in spirituous
I1liquors and in those intoxicateintoxicating drinks
which inflame the passions which
madden the soul daze their intellects
destroy the faculties of man drown-
ing their souls in the perdition of the
ungodlyUTgodly many who havehav enevernever soughtsought
to digg deep and lay their foundation
upon the rock of revelation which is
the only foundation of eternal truth
it is absolutely important that we and
they should know which side of the
fence they dwell on that they make up
their minds elthoreither to serve god or the
devil and this is a time thatthai
calls all people professing to
be saints to make upup their
minds determinedly whom it isis best to
serve and if the lord is their god to
gett some oil in their vessels that theysebec notnut always in darkness

again there are conditions which
pertain to all animated nature and
which are incident to the great body of
the church aswellas wellweil and they are these
notwithstanding it may be the choicest
food we may eat notwithstanding the
most healthful or jrepreciousclouscious drinks we
may use there areoperations going on
I1in the system whereby those elements
that are not found of use are cast off
as waste by the various avenues pro-
vided by nature for the expulsion of
that which is not useful to the system
just so this principle of life exists wittiwith
gods people they who will not in
their due time and place become arti
cles of nutriment and health to the
church and the saints will become re-
fuse and will be cast off these are
principles in nature and in life which
all arearc conconversantversan t with we know and
understand them in tithisis dispensation
cfef providence wherein it beems as
though all the powers of dark-
ness were arrayed against
usuis wowe need to understand that
it is to god and to god alone that we
must look we need to uunderstandstand the
laws of all things well the lord hashis
borne us off inill troublesbubles and in tribula-
tions while in ohio in missouri and in
illinois and the god that has beenbeep with
us throughirli these troubles will not for-
sake us at the present time the great
thinthing for us to do is to feel after himnimahlm
and repent of our sins our wayward-
ness and of conr weaknesses and sin-
fulnessfulness and putaput awayivay everythingevery thin that
is unrighteous and that which Is dis-
pleasing lutit the sight of gorandgoda and of
angels and good men if wowe do this
his favor and hisills power will rest upon
usits addlieand he willivill allow nothing to come
upon us but anat ilehe will sanctify to
our greatest good and to illshis own eter-
nal honor and glory and wowe shall see
by and by hisills infinite wisdom in all ills
providenciescles towards us
fisifisl appreciate with you the many pre-
cious sentimentsyentiments that have been ut-
tered in our hearing since we have
come together at this conference and
also appreciate with you the consid-
eration which our absent brethren ol01
the first presidency have felt con-
cerningcern insint us and the work in which we
are engaged

there is something about our labor
that is strangely peculiar but not
more so perhaps in our laydaytay than has

existed in formformer1 aagess of the world
when the gospelgospe1ehashas ideirebeenen revealed to
man it has always seemed to be the
case that whatever period of timetinie
weave take up to read concerning the
work of god and its effects among the
inhabitants of the earth welalways find
that the people of god and the people
of the world have direct aniagantag-
onism and whencewhen wo get back to the
most remote items off history or
items of information which history is
permitted to furnishfurnishusus we tindfind atiat
even in the spiritual state of manmans
existence beforeefore the family of adam
came to dwell in the lleshflesh that there
was antagonism there between truth
and error between those that em-
braced truth and those that embraced
error and following down through the
ages that same antagonism has existed
and been made manifest in one form or
in another so that the people of the
earth have never been in a position to
see and understand the principles of
the doctrine of christ the doctrine of
salvation in the same light andaud to
understand it together and correctly
the principles otof the gospel which
have been revealed of god have been
admitted by the greatest moral philo-
sophers who have lived aside from
religious professors to be the most
noble prIncprinciplespiesples the most calculated
to exalt mankind in the belief in the
exercise aandanund in the obedience of them
of any doctrines or principles of ethics
that have ever been given to the hu-
man familfamily great moralistsmoralists great
scientists cavehave been willing to giveiveise
this credit to the principles and ac
trinesbrines of our savior philosophers of
the world have done this and all they
ofbf the who have rendered obedi
ancetoance to these principles
a faith in them exalts those that em-
brace them until it has come to be a

among the people of god
that righteousness exalteth a nation

but sin is a reproach to any people I1

therefore let it be known to all thetile
world that it is one of the first princi-
ples of the gospel of christ that men
should repent of their sins that they
should be washed in the waters of re-
generation for the remisremIgremissionsionslon of their
sins pursuance thereof
they may receive the holy ghost from
heaven I1 which Is promised unto obe-
dient believers

thisthi Is not ononly the doctrine of the
Ggospelp I1 0off tlthisS dispensationI1 and the
ddoctrine0 ttlne of thetile Ggospel in the dispensa-
tion when jesus andant tile apostles of
hisills day werenvere upon the earth but this
is the very pritiprincipleciriecirle and doctrine that
was revealed to father adam after he
was cast out of the garden of eden
when the angel ot the lord camecarue to
him and asked him why he offered sac-
rificesrillrificesces ilehe replied that he knew not
only that the lord had told him to do
so then the angel of the lord pro-
ceeded to explain toe matter to him

told him that titthe object of hisills
offering sacrifices was to keep before
his mind the great sacrifice that must
be offered up in the meridian of time
this was titethe only symbol and tyltypeype
given to menmea to cause them to look
forward throughgh an ordinance they
practicedpractised to thethie savior who was to
coleascome as a sacrifice for sinain and to dete
come the savior of the world thus
early did god place this principle before
the the great father of the human
family when in that terrible dilemmahe
havingax i consented to partake of the
frufruiti tnadand go out of the garden with
mother eve it was then that our first
parents beganbezan to be taught this princi-
pletlegle adam was taught that he mastbemust be
bornorn of the water and of the
in demonstration of this he was caught
up by the spiritSP irit and placed in tilethe
water and brought forth out of the
water as the revelation of god to
joseph declares then he wasivas bap-
tized by thetile holy ghost and with tirefire
and the lord told him to teach those
thinthings8 to his children that they might
look forward with him to the time when
thetile only begotten should come in the
flesh and should be made an
offering for the sins of the world
adam was further told that if
he taught these things to his children
he and they should llave in this life the
words of eternal life and in the life to
come eternal life itself mark tilethe
careful distinction that if they would
keep tilethe they should
in this I1lifeile have the words of ceternal
life given to them and in the life to
coinecome they should have eternal life it
self anand added thetiie lurdlord to this great
propromiseinise thus may all become my
sons

thusthas the plan of salvation was in
brief laid out in plainness to our Father
adam that he and all his children
might be thought meet to enteenter into the
tavorlavor otof god receive the fellowship
of the holynoly ghost be born of water
and of the spirit and thus come toato a
knowledge ot the principles of eternal
life

we see from this that the first step
to be taken illin those days when the
works of cain had gogonene alorth and
when the people had become exceed-
ingly wicked so bad that tiletho scrip-
tures say tiietile thoughts of their hearts
were onlyonlyonix evil andani that continually
the very first thing to consider was bowhow
to deprive gainfulness of its power and
make righteousness to take hold of the
childchildrenren of men so that they might find
favor withavith the godsgoda and with all the
righteous both in heaven and on the
earth I1

this was the principle this was the
doctrine and this was the way by
which thetile patriarch enoch that great
and ancient worthy of whom wenye know
so little went forth and by the power
of god reasoned with those wicked
people and preached the gospel to
them and baptized all who would re-
ceive itt and ggathered0L them together
into a place wwhichh tell helcalled ZionIt

was a very great and mighty work he
hadbad to perform forlor the people had
become terribly wicked filled with the
spirit of murder and every manner of
abomination that the human heart
can conceive of

this then Is the foundation that all
mentrien have to layjay it in their hearts and
lives before they begin to receive the
principles of eternal life as they are
revealed you my brethren and sisters
that are from scandinavia from the
northern countries from the cape
of good hope new zealand
australia grandglandand from the islands
of the sea including the ffrozenrozen regions
of iceland every oneffone of you were

i taught and embraced those firstfinst prin-
ciples iuin the primitive part of your faith
and belief in the gospel it was the
beginning it was the step which every
son and daughter of adam has had to
take from the days of adam until now
in order to cleanse themselves before
god so as to receive the blessings of
eternal life it was by carrying out
these principles and preaching them
that adam was saved it was by an
obedience to the same principles that
enoch succeedsucceededdd in gathering out the
honest in heart unto the city of zion
ilehe was years in bullbulibuildingallig up that
zion and in gathering into it a people
on the same principles that have been
revealed to uaus in these latter days we
arearc preaching the same gospel that wasavas
given to thothoseae ancient worthies you
can trace the priesthood by mcferrinreferring
to the book of doctrine and coven
ants the holy high priesthood that
has come down from adam to noah
amiand down through enoch methu-
selah and the jiffdifferenterent men of
god who lived in ancient times

you can trace it clear back to
ordained under the hands

of god who told him that that priest-
hood slisitshouldouid abide in his generations
and thatisthat it should be on the earth at
the end of time what Is the priest-
hood that you grey headed fathers are
bearing before us todayto day in the midst
of israel it is the holy high priest-
hood of which is after the
order of the son of god and which is
atteralter the power of an endless life then
brethren and sisters understandtandland it it
is not a new gospel revealed now for
the first time these first principles are
not new because they have been reveal-
ed from the beginning they arearc the
same principles that christ commenced
to preach ivien ilehe vaswas upon the earth
theythuy wereere the first principles that john
thetile baptist taught when ithe came to
prepare the way torfor tilethe coming of the
soilison of manalan they were the very first
principles that joseph and oliver
taught in this dispensation when they
began to preach the gospel they
were ordained to the priest-
hood this is the beginning of the
work of righteousness

there areere revelations and doc-
trines given unto us in our
day however which were not
given in former ages because the
people were not prepreparedpared and were not
I1in a suitable condition to receive such
do not let us think thatmit yvewi have got
all the rrevelation thethererefireliis ininthethe I1lastast
great revelation which the lord gave
to joseph ilelie told him that ilehe had not
revealedrevearesea ledallallailali to him but that their were
mantmany laws pertainpertaininging to IIIlilhiss priest-
hoodll11 which ilehe would reveal I1hereafter
do you remember it but if the world
is going to get scaredseared and territerrifiedtied and
is ready tota lay waste and destroy the
latter day saints before we have 0got
so far advadvancedanted in tiletiie civilization of
heaven as to understand the inmarriagearriage
laws and some of the marital rerelationslatious
of the sexestexes iflf they go crazy over
this what will happen to them when
something more comes along

now I1 hope that none of the saints
will grovvgrow ivcakdeakinin the knees do not
let themthern hang downaown ther heads nor
allow their hearts to be troubled do
not let the sisters ilelie awake at nights
brooding over this and that that is gor-
ing

go-
ing to happen and getting a great deal
of borrowed troubletroubie there is no
promise of grace to sustain them in
such trouble buthut the lord has
promised that ills gracerace shall be

for our dayatty sullIsufficientclent
for thotile troubles we have idtd bear
but weave have no promise of grace to
sustain us in borroborrowaAvwjJ trouble do
not be alarmed though the heathen
rage and the people imagine vain tiltthings
while they arearc inhi confusion and htintim
of every kind you will multiply
upon the earth and establish
lasting peace upon the face thereof
the latter day saints who are thetile ob-
ject of all observation from the four
quarters of the earth are the only peo-
pleale that have pure and settled peace in
their hearts and in their midst doyou realize this our missionaries go
to the bouthernsouthern states and the north
western states they go to europe to
asia africa and everyevers point of the
compas sand when they return they tell
us that in no place do they find as true
settledsettleilet and substantial peace as there
is right hereinhere in utah filere one would
think from all that is going on and
all that is threatened that the waves of
the sea were going to roll over us our
peace Is that which the gospel brings
the fruit of tiietile spirit which the wicked
can neither give nor take away there
is no use being worried over these
things it is part of our heritage they
who will live godly in christ jeusbrsus
must suffer persecution wc have every
reason to expect it it is our duty to
seek wisdom of the lord in all matters
seek for the holy spirit and attend to
our own business

in regard to the principles of thegospel which the lord has revealed to
us beyond what ilehe has to other people
we should remember that wenye shall be
called to account for the usense vewe make
of them remember that we use them
live them and administer them in all

rhrrighteousnessh in our lives and conduct
and while there are no two faiafatufamiliestiles
whose conditions and circumstancesaregustare just alike still the same general
principlesraInci plespies willivill have their general efeleetfeeticat in all bousehousehouseholdsbolds we
vate righteousness we areart learning
the principles of tilethe gospel one ataatetietilt
another hownow to observe and obeyobe
them we want to know howho tv to holihollholdbold
them in righteousness because vvevreweive can-
not hold these precious eternal trea-
sures in unrighteousness if we think
we can we ahall be deceived aadand vu
some day nindfind out that they are not to
bobe held I1inn unrighteousness for ttheyhey
only take effect with the pure in heart
they that are willing to keep the comcorn
mandments of god and walk in the
way of illshis counsels

sin is a reproach to any people it
Iss better for us right here in this life
that wenye keep the commandments of0god even it11 we did not look for sniany
future reward of glory dont yohyou
know it is why because weave leellee
happy and strong within ourselvesourours selveelvei
whenache wellewe lielle down at night and niserise up

in the morning when wenye go ou taniji
when we comanncome in we feel tiietile sustain-
ing influence and approval of an hodhoc
est heart of a pure conscience andol
all just people a conscience vowboido01

offense towards god and illshis people
this is the greatest treasure thaithat a
person can possess in this life andoaddoand jyou know that go where you avriiril
among those ignorant tribes that sursar
round us or to the highest
and most cultivated portions of tteuropean or american nationsnat lonsions sstfit
man that is obedient to the holy pridaprina
plesplea of the everlasting gospel if twette
do not know he is called a

is respected above allalt menn waoWHO tibtin
regard the principles of righteousnesus
and truth jfif some of our brathw
who work in the mining camps bebarbehar
themselves and live theircapscamsrereligionI1igdon titlitvery menmea around them rcrespect anin I1i

honornononno them why because they aiat

reliable because the principles tiethy

have embraced and put into
renderrender them substantial and ttrusi
worthy you go into the classes ottiold
university or of thethie colleges aker
young0 u men have gone in quequest of n
educationLd u A ionlon and you will tinifind thatikhiltlt
man who Isis purepur and virtuous in ti
feelingsin his thoughts and in his way
who doesdocs not delight in follfoul
in sitsbinandn andund the secret workswols of darkness
but is at home attending to his lessma
and hshis clity ltit Is he that makes uiway to the head of the class and cesim
thetile highest honor among his fellom
it I1is he that ttheyev look up to beifusbecausiaus of1

his upright coniconkconductluct and all that is eia
cellene in man that Is the kind il41

men that go forth and make their rawr
and mark amonamong their nelneineighboreborssiusamam

their countcountrymenU trutruee virtue au
righteousness exalt individuals andi
therethereforeforefora must exalta nation comcomposedcompon
of such individuals when a
disregards the principles of justice i

equity righteousness and truth so
as to falltaillallonor refuse the
of its laws equitably to any portion 01

class of its citizens then the peale
have reason to fear the dreadful con-
sequences that must follow unless 1

reformation is effected then the nobnoteit
I1

the honorable the virtuous and tititi
pure should be willing to make
niceflee for that which Is ennobling examexalti

ing11 upright11 and praiseworthy
go back in the history of the borki

and you will see that the greatestateaarea test in
thoin that ever existed as soonkoonsoon astheras the
commenced to pervert justice cra
truth and right persecute gods Ppet
pie and exalt iniquity then commenacommenca
their downdownfallfallt and their wayavay Mw
down down down lo10 demolition aa

destruction until more substanasi

and better elements were found in thitbt I1

ruins with watch to raise up and crewlcrede
something new it was that excelexcellentietilenI
and purity which god saw in the pitpat
tan fathers that cacameme 0overV e r to tit
country for the love of the truth diddila

to worship god according to the di I1

tates of their own0 ian consciences it miimil
that excellence that preserved
and established them here and as lot
as they maintained the principles I1

liberilberliberty allowed others to enjoy 11

same riahnightsrightsg ts that thchevC A themselves ei
oyedjoyed just so long did they pro 6
theyrhey were powerful in that tbtheyeiITbaI1 I1

influence and faith to receive
tionlion from godio draw up and estabenestaes tabiobrn
the greatest constitution that has eve

been known on the earth the grandest
combination of loyal amID

fundamental truths that has beenbeenaen
by man since the daridarldaidaj

of noah and that is the comCOD

stiutiontulion with which politicians babai I1

become so reckless in coastin
inglug its provisions aandUd have gorgodgoite
outside of its limitations to rule asa
regulate the people of this great natnatuI1

as they please that glorious conscods
aution was made to regulate rulers
well as the ruled it was so
ed that those who should be appointampoln0
to rule over the people should nonotnoit t
their masters buthut lir
comes it now that the
has been perverted to another wayivay 0
rulers have come to be mastersastersro ol01jofslaejae

peopleeople and are undertakinglordfordlordford it over gods heritage we
to understand these things it isos oaroat
duty to do so

I1 desire now to refer to a parp
nicular expression in tilethe elisueepis
which has justJ been roaroereadd wherewhereiniii 00
brethren of the Ffirstarst presidency hayehave

exhorted the saisatsaintsritstits not to allow belllthe
selves to commit any overt act SO

matter how muck you are worriedwornieworrieliwdiwDO

matter how much you are aggravate
by tilethe acts of the ungodly do motooat A

thing that jouyou could afterwards btw
sorry for do nothing that couldconid lellet

blood stick to one of you bear with
every impious insult liltrutput up with it

as christ did when he was hangs


