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TWO CHRISTMAS eves
itsita

T I1 rfit wwasas christmas eve one
could notnol doubt that la16 the great

city ocof C on the night on
which myeny story opens the streets
were crowded with gaily dressed
pegpegiepeoplepje Ezsmilingrilling papassandaudand mammaul
mas ununclesclas and aun tips laden
with certain naysraysmysteriousi elous lohsleek
ing parcels 0 ilmaalmost everyever
shape and size gay groups of hap-
py children tripping along thejigslightedted streets or peering through
the brilliantly lit windowwin wherebergw
were terntorntemptingly displayed every
descriptionioufou of toy the ingen
ous brainandbrilland the cunning bandhandbahidbid
could devisedevise therothere were horses
and carriages soldiersleis with drdrumbdrumsup
steam engines tea betasets doll house
furniture dolls that could reapreaps
and open and phu their efestoeyes to or-
der pictures boaks bausballe and
marbles queer grinning masksfunny or rightful Ui therthere0 were py-
ramids of wh ite nl sugared pop
corn nut candlescandies luscious fruits
and great iced eakescakeseakeskei that to look at
madematte oneione hungry before onee of
these earthly 1edensedena stood a ragged
little street arab gazing withhungry eyes on thetop temptingtrap ting dis-play of goodies buchauch asits his littlemouth had never tasted orwaswaa likelylikey to taste for manya weary day business hadlladbeen dull with benny 0OLlangleylanLaoangleygIeygleythat day GentlegentiegentlemenmemsmeWs bootsboo ts weretoo busybufty transoranspor tinath air owners
back and forth through the crowd-ed thoroughfares tottor atop at thethe shrill cry of shine yoursour bootbooti R

sirsit eyes accustometteti to thesighteight of0f want and misery failed toread the signs of cold and hungerin the little pinchedinchedp wan facehearts that beat under the warwarmsilk broadcloth and fursh were too
full of anticipation of their ownhome comfort and joy or too occu-pied with their business cares
to bestow a thought onoly a littlebootblackboot black who pressed hibhia pitifullittlelitt lefaceface closer against the shop
window all absorbed in the greatlonging to carry just one cake hometo the hungry little sister katie orone of those cool looking oranges tothetho sick father who but a weekago hadbad been crippled by a passingtrain as he was comingcoining home frofronc
hishia work through the smoke aridandmist of thetue early night boso ab-
sorbed was he in this thought thatthe hour passed unheeded by him
till the lighta in the shop were suddaniydanly extinguished and he waawaswa
awakenedawakenedi as it were from bishishial
dreamambyby a ruder shoveabove and the
rough voice of- a policeman bidd-
ing him move on

fe gathered up his stock intraubin tralle
and moved on toward that part of
the city where the streets grow
narrower and darker and where
awaited helplessheiples loreu ones whose
clamoring want hisbig eager hoard of
pennies could but iliill supply As
he stumbled over somethings 1 in his
pathway and stooping down by
the light of the moon that atsit that
instant struggled throughgligif the
clouds he discovered a little child
fast asleep a situation veryve dan-
gerous on such a bitter cold night
aaas bennie very well knewknow the
cloak and hood that bad enveloenvelopedoledpied
the little form were of the richest
material and with fur
therecherew weremerers of tears on the
plump dimpled cheeks BOsor bennie
decided thadthac sheahe was some richblodys little darling who had
strayed from home and cried her-
self to sleep on the cold pavementit was growing late and no guar-
dian of the peace was at hand so
bennie carefully wrapped hishia tat-
tered old coat about her and car-
ried her home where tberhe littlewanderer was received with many
exclamations of wonder and pityby the warm irish hearts of itshumble inmates 1

sure anyan it must aaveve been aspecial providence saidbald goocgoodmolly OLanOLangleygleygiey that sintbint thatto me just at thisthia timewhen that blessed little angel hashatbeen sent to ua from heaveheavennanyanyou having such baidbaldbad luck me poor
J 1bybly

600 a few coaleoala wereere thrown on41twethe scant fire and a battered tincupcupoo milkanamilmiihandkand boarcoarsese breadbroad set towarhiswarm fororthethe little ladywho however could not be arlpre-vailed uppa to eat if insistinging onhaving dimples ittle posy cup
and apon 1I andud wallick forabilayAtilAY mayimako andind drdi johjobjohn
but dheshe could give iloijono informationinform aaionconcerning her homebonze and friendsmidarid a bearch through the littleglin personal property y iehealednothing but the embroidered namedimpiedimple 11 boso days weeks andmonths passed away an tlcl dimple

was ellal au inmate of the irish
familyfa ilylly the pet and the tyrant forfon
whom the warmest corner and thetho
daintiestst morsel were reserved
gradually shebhe became reconciled to
heiher newhew homehowe frolicintcine with little
ralekale 0 langleyLangleygIey anndarid day by day
berher remembrance olloil home
aunieannie Ma dr john became
less disCfetlct Thes fory that dim-
plepie cofeld hodhofnot tell waswa thisthial

bheshe lived in a beautiful kiikiysuburbanuliurban
residence with her aunt maty drjohn knownknowd I1inn society as ji mcme
danald M D waswaa their next
neighbor finda the verytery particular
friend of aunt mary otherwise
mlmiss marymitry conners Didimpledimpie wasas
dr johnis special pet nindrind almost
constant companion ozitheon the after
boon of that day she waswag lost she
had a petitioned for a yide 111 1 and
it had been granted on the condi-
tion the should sit still in the
sleigh dr john called on
his patient a seamstress iliin a6 tene

i mentment housebouse in an obscure street inili
the city dimple prompromisedfeed but
jike tooftoot many other DInidinaplesdimpledples for-
got all about it when an organ
gringrinderdbr withwilh some dancing wax
figures and a monkey cahcabcame by

sinefine scrambled out of the sleigh 1
and ibiiblmingledrifled with thethie crowd of rag-
ged little follofollowers of the funny
monkey man 23 she solemnly pro-
mised

1

herself that shebhe would alcimecome
biteille back in a minute 11 after a9
long time which seemed but a mo-
ment to dimple she discovered
that she waswag tired andd coconcludedhc
to comecobie back to the that
waswag not so easily accomplished
shesho wandered farther and farther
away until night settled dodown
and tired and discodiscouragedurnurdbedi abshebhe
curled down on the pavement and
silently cried herself to sleep

tifethe frantic search made by her
frlendafriends for some reasonI1 proveprovedd un-
successfulsaul poor aunt mary from
berher first wild grief settled down in-
to a of dumb despair that waswag
terrible to witness dr johnsese-
verely censuring himself for his
carelessness and unable to bear the
silentallent reproach in Aunt MarysMaryls wan
taceface started out to prosecuteprobecute a fruit-
less searchbearchabich for the lost darling
whom everyone baideaid was kidnap-
pedM

16d by some unprincipled party in
ahe hope of a reward or to bring
herber up as a street beggar nielVicithoughtigh
tiglih told heheartachesartaches anandd weary waitwalt
aasads A jwA a any oring
ng the repetition of the festive

theroythe joy the light the mirth
and god help the poopoorr awaleo the

want gna misery that ever christ-
masmastoneume had witnessed since theth
comin of the blessed christ child
was heralded by the hust df fashining
ones to the humble shebheshepherdspheris
watching their flockshocks orforr judeal
plain

the calm pale mistress ofbf thetho
conners mansion was preparing

for almost thethotheilfirstnaurat time ininthethe fistpast
year to go out of almost endless
variety were the parcels packed
around her inili the ample sleigh
presents for her numerous friendafriendaI
perhaps so but if theythe wermwere what
peculiar notions of appropriate
gifts miss connor nausmust have had
oreaseor ee whatwh a t very oddod d friendelfriendfriendsslI1 for
there were comfortablecomfor tablesss flannels
and calicoescalicoes stout shoes besides
sundry parcels of tea sugar and
dried fruit and a sack of flour and
as the kitchen girl katie took her
place in the front seat beside the
driver she said to him

41sureSuredure pat and ye aint aether
forgetting the bag of palatesparates that
poor mike and the babies
get onan ridout at all at all

to satisfy the curious we will txt x
plain that very morning katie be-
ing discovered by herbar mistress in
tears and lamentations had in-
formed her that her poor brother
mike an his wife mollie bliss
their souls and three as illifill
gant children as ever brathel the

air of free who
had his legs cut clane oftoff above the
knees by a stame injun bad luck
to the bantly murtherin machine
a year ago could get no work and
binny the child wid a
sprained ancle and the dear lady
as furnished molly wid washing
moved away and them
bablesbabies crying for bread and not a
crust or a Pparatearate to give them at
all at all

and so it happened that MIssmias
mary in her sweet pity for her
hamble brother and sister in dis-
tress put aside for the time all
thought of her own cherished bor-
row

sor-
row

sor-
rows

bor-
rowsrowshorrowand went feithforth to minister to
the comfort of the unfortunate
around her

and she found her rerewardwarf 1 you
have guessed here naw pear readerhumblewhat a jewel she fountinfound enthat bum-
bleie irish home heiher darlingdirling dimpledimpie

fully bleesleesleeping cheekchook to cheekaljILI I1

with littlekatlekatieemie in their littlebenlittlittlelebedbed
of straw covered with the best the
house afforded dolliesDoldoiilealiea wellweliell werris
but clean old shawl and benniesBennwiieaiesles
tattertattereddd jacket whilewhilo they hiihuddledaddred
around an arnost fireless hearthyou havehayd anticipated the joy of the

the promise to thoththa 001
langlaysLangieyaleya ofbf future
and plenty the happy ride home inthe rosy twilight P the pettinggandand
spoiling of the rebrecovered dimple
ofthe telegram that dashedflashed out its
joyful tidings to an adjoining city
and but I1 leave you to imagine
the return of dr john thaithat very
nighthight if he did return and the re-
conciliation if there gaswaa one
the lights bhoneahone the banda play-

ed tiiethe shop windows displayed
theIr glittering treasures the busy
happyy people came and went as ifbotetnothingrig had happened but who
shall doubt that far above the stars
the herald anangelsgeisgels did not look down
andarid smile aaas they mingled their
joyful voice in a songor praise thabthat
the stray I1amblamb had returned tto0 the

fold we know the
i church bells chimed 6utout theho wel-
comecdme on that glad christmaschrist murn
from at leastlease two warm scarth
a fone echoed the joyfill crybly of
f ghory totd god in the highesthighet and
ou earth peace goodwill toward
men badgeronBadgerin western
nuralburat I1 I1

SHORT AND SHARP
small gentleman appears in a

huge hathate which engulfs him to tuethe
shoulders his wife but that hat
doearit fit you my love he

what I1 told the man but
liehe showed me hist gold medal the
only one awarded for hats andfind
what could I1 do

vat is jouryour name inquired srgermanerman salesman of a customer
my name is cox replied the

gentleman veilvell how vas dot
name spelled asked the anieanlesi lebmanlesman
abywhy coxC o x said the customer
lohiobiohi yah leeeieeeI beeeee said our german
friend as he wrote 0

but vont you blease dell me how
you shell dot XVIX

myelmy dear I1 saidbaid to a fiveave yearyesr-
rone nightsnigh tas she concluded herhe

prayer at her mammasmammals knees you
lur r your

tietle cousiscousins how did that happen
dont you want our heaverHeavelheavenlyllyfly fa-
ther to care for them she made a
motion of again bending her knees 1

dawned sleepily and tumbled intinto0
bed cant help it mamma baby
is too tired horace and eddie
must scuffle for themselves just this
one night
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