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city saying let us go and serve
othert Egodsa ththou0u surely
smiteamite tthe inhabitants of that city with
the edge of the sword destroying it utter-
ly and allaft that is therein and the cattle
thereof with the edge of the sword and
thou shall gather all the spoil thereof into
the midst of the street and shall burn
withith fifirere the city and all the spoil 11

deuldent xiii 121612 16

the practice of witchcraft divina
eions and similar mystic arts was a
criminalcri mina act since a person in the ex-
orcise

ex-
ercise thereof either in reality stood
under demoniacal influence 0orr with the
intent to deceive pretended to have
supernatural powers at his command
the basis of this law was that persons
of this elmsclass usurped divine preroga-
tives in attempting to perform miracles
without being commissioned to do so

by him to whom alone belongs au-
thority jaas well as glory and dominion
they were therefore to be stoned to
death

thou not suffer a witch to live 91

ex 18 A man also or a woman
that hathbath a familiar spirit or that is a
wizard shall surely be put to death they
shall stoneatone them with stones their blood
shallam be upon them alev 27

A special provision relates to false
prophets thethey were to be put to death
but how is not specified probably
the judges were to determine this in
eachaseh case the law is

theelthe prophet which shall presume to
a word in my name which I1 have

not commanded him to aspeakeak or that
shellshall speak in the name Nof other gods
even that prophet shall die deutbeut
90

false prophets should be put to death
eyeneven if they could give signs and per-
form wonders and they were to be
tested by their doctrines

if there arise among you a prophet or
a dreamer of dreams and thee a

signign or a wonder and the sign or the
wonder come to pawpass whereof
he speak unto thee saying let
us go after other gods which
thou hast not known and let us serve
themteem thou shall not hearken unto the

jl words of that prophetpoophet or that dreamer of
y dreams for the lord your god
H youyon to know whether ye love the lord
lc your god wwithith altall your heart and with

anall your soul and
ththat prophet or that dreamer of dreams
shall be put to death dent xiii 151 5

the name of theDeityDelty except for
purposes ofthe most reverential worship
was considered blasphemy and the
punishment of this offense was death
by stoning an instance of this is
given in the following narrative

aa A son of an woman whose
father was an Fegyptian went out among
the children of israel and this son of the

woman strove with a man of
israel and the womanscomans son
blasphemed the name of the lord and
carped and they brought him to moses
and they put him in ward that
teethemmindindofof the lord might begbe howen
them and the lord unto moses
saying bring forth him that hathbath clurseacursed
without the camp and let all that heard
him lay their hands upon his head and
let all the congregation stone him and
thou shall speak unto the children of
israel saying whosoever burseth god

shall bear his sin and he that blas
the name of the lord he shall

surely be put to death and all the con-
gregationgregation shall certainly stone him asaa
well the stranger as he that is born in the
land when he blasphemeth the name olof
the lord shall be put to death lev

101610 16

an instance of image worship and
the awful consequences thereof is giv-
in ex 262926 29 where it IsIs stated
that the levites because of the golden
calf made by Aaron were sent out with
unsheathed swords to execute the judjudg-
ment Jand there fell in one day about
three thousand men

the violation of the sabbath was also
an offense against god and the pun-
ishment was death by stoning

CI verily my sabbathsSabbaths ye shall kkeepbeep
fforor it is a sign between me and you
throughout your generations that ye
may know that I1 am the lord that boeth
sanctify you ye ahall keep the sabbath
therefore for it isin holy unto you every-
one that defileth it shall be surely put to
death for whosoever boeth any worktanythereon that wouldoul shall be cuout offoff from
among lishis people ex x 1 18181414

no work should be done on thidthat day
not even as much asaa the kindling of a
fire

ye shall kindle no fire throughout
your habitations upon the sabbath day 01

ex 8

A sabbath daydaabs journey was some-
what less than a mile or the distance
between the tabernacle and the ex-
treme point of the camp to travel
more than this distance on a sabbath
was to break it

it is a striking feature of the law
that each one of these offensesoffensea brought
death upon the offender but several
facts must be considered in regard to
this

since the government was theocra-
tic offoffensesanseeensee of this kind were high
treason to give allegiance to other
gods to blaspheme the most holy
name or to break the sabbath which
waswab a sign of the covenant between
theetheMpeopleopte and their divine king was
to desert their own flag so to speak in
a time of war and to give allegiance to
the enemy it was a arenen maje statisdatis
of the gravest nature imaginable con-
sideringsidersideringtrig the exalted dignity of him
against whom the crimes were com-
mittedmittedoror the insults offered an of-
fense of this nature high treason lisshas
always been punished with death

then it must be remembered that
there was in this state no danger of an
innocent versonperson being condemned to
death for the judges in the high-
est courts hadbad access to the
sanctuary of god who was himself
the supreme judge agtheas the sovereigns
areare in many monarchialhial countries
all doubtful cases could be appealed to
him in the same manner as the case
of blasphemy which we have quoted
above the possibility of putting a

wrongfully accused person to death
was in this way excluded as long as
the people walked according to the
laws and statutes given by the law
giver it will readily be admitted that
god who is the source of litlife hashag per-
fect right when necessary to takelake
away the life hihe has given

another fact is also remarkable
the ceremonial law to which will be
referred hereafter hadbad a special
provisprovision by which those wao could
prove that they hadbad through ignorance
committed any crime might present a
sacrifice instead of their own life by
this provision the criminal laws with
its severe punishpunishmentsments was restricted to
those only who were deliberately com
biting the various offenses rhofhe pro
vision referred to reads

if anyone of the common people sin
through ignorance while he boeth some-
what against any of the commandments
of the lord concerning things which
ought not to be done and be guilty or if
hiuhits sin which he has sinned come to hishis
knowledge then he shall bring his offer-
ing and he shall lay his hand
uuponon the head of the sin offering and
slayfryy the sinbin offering in the place oyof the
burnt offering and the priest
shall make an atonement for him and it
shall be forgiven him lev iv 278127 81

it must be remembered that this
odecode was given in a remote age and to
a people just emerging from slavery
and barbarism we are simply pre-
senting prominent features of that code
as revealed for that age and people
more of which will be mentioned here
after today times and circumstances
are diffiedifferentrem we are under another
dispensation and what might now ap-
pear as extreme and vengeful was no
doubt adapted to the period and wethe
people who were to be governed there-
by god was the supreme ruler in
church and state and the whole
theory of the mosaic law was based on
that hypothesis

THE BIG FIELD

THERE lies in the southern portion
of this city a district known as the
big field the rising generation and
many of the new arrivals are probably
unacquainted with the primitive his-
tory of this district

in the frontierfander guardian of feb 7

1849 published atac kanesvilleKanes ville now
council bluffin iowa appears an ellb
tle from president brigham young to
elders hyde smith and benson and
all the scattered abroad this
epistle narrates the progress and pros-
pects of the settlers in the salt lake
valley one paragraph in 14 reads aia
follows

at our suggesten the brethren have
entered into a combination to enclose a
big field for farming purposes and al-
readyready there has been applicationsapplicationts for
lotaiota tain it taking up acres of land


