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city, saying, Let us go and serve
other unds . . . thou shalt surel
gmite the inhabitants of that city wit
the edge of the sword, destroying it utter-
ly, and all that is therein, and the cattle
thereof, with the edge of the sword, And
thou shalt gatherall the spoil thereof into
the midst of the street and shalt burn
with fire the city and all the apoil.”"—
Deut. xlii: 12-16.

The practice of witcheraft, divina-
tions and similar mystic arts was a
criminal act, since a person in the ex-
ercige thereof either in reality stood
upder demoniacal influence or,with the
intent to deceive, preteniled to have
supernatural powers at his command.
The Hasis of this lJaw was that persons
of this class usurped divine preroga-
tives in attempting to perform miracles
without heing commissioned to do =0
by Him to whom alone lelongs au-
thority as well as glory and dominion.
They were therefore to be stoned to
death.

«#Thou shalt not suffer a witeh to live.”
Ex. xxii, 18. ‘A man algo ora wotnan
that hath n familiar spirit, or that is a
wizard, shall surely be put to death: they
shall stone them with stones: their blood
shall be upon them.” Lov. xx, 27.

A special provision relates to false
prophets. They were to be put toJeath,
but how is not specified. Probably
tho judges were to determine this in
each case. The law is:

i‘The prophet which shall presume to
speik a word in my name, which I have
not commanded bim to speak, or that

shall speak in the name of other gods,
even that prophet shall die.” Deut. xviii,

False propheta should be put to death
even if they could give signs and per-
form wonders, And they were to be
tested by their doctrines.

“If there arise among you a prophet, or
a dreamer of dreams, and giveth thec a
sign or a wonder, and the sign or the

wonder Come fo  pass, whoreof
he speak unfto thee, =saying, Let
us go after other gods, which

thou Last not known, and let us serve
them; thou shalt not hearlen unto the
words of that poophet, or that dreamer of
dreams: for the Lord your God proveth
you, lo know whether ye love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with
all your soul ! < & and
that prophet or that dreamer of dreams
shall be put to death.” Deut. xiii: 1-5.

Uning the name of theDeity except for
purposesofthe most reverential worship
was considered blasphemy, and the
punishment of this oilense was death
by stdning. An instance of thls is
given in the following narrative:

“%A gon of an Israelitish woman, whose
father was an Egyptian, went ont among
the children of Israel; and this =on of the
Igraclitish woman sirove with a man of
Israel; and the Israelitish woman’s son
blaspilemed the name of the Lord and
cursed: and they brought him to Moses:
and they ut  him in ward, that
the mind of the Lord might be showen
them. And the Lord spake unto Moses,
saying, Bring forth him that hath cursed
without the camp; and let all that heard
Lim lay their hands upon his head, and
let all the congregation stone him. And
thou shalt speak unto the children of
Israel, saying, Whoscever curseth God

shall bear bis sin. And he that blas-
phemeth the name of the Lord, be shall
sarely be put to death, and all the con-
gregation shall certainly stone him; as
well the stranger as he that is born in the
land, when he blasphemeth the name of
the Lord, shall be put to death.” TLev.
xxiv: 10-18.]

An instance of image worship and
the awful consequences thereof is giv-
in Ex. xxxii: 26-29, where it is stated
that the Leviles, because of the golden
calf made Ly Aaron,were sentout with
unsheathed swords to execute the judg-
ment, and there fell in one day about
three thousand men.

The violation of the Sabhath wasalso
an offense against God, and the pun.
ishment was death by stoning.

“Vorily, my Sabbaths ye shall keep:
for it is a sign between me and you
throughout your generations; that ye
may know that I am the Lord that dosth
sanctify you. Yeshall keep the S8abbath,
therefore: for it is holy unto you. Every-
one that defileth it shall be surely put 10
death: for whosoever doeth any work
thereon, that sanl shall be cut off from
among his people.” Ex. xxgi: 13, 14.

No work should be done on that day,
not even as much as the kindling of a
fire.

Yo shall kindle no firc thronghout
your habitations npon the Sabbath day.”
Ex. xxxv: 3.

A Babbath-day’s journey waas some-
what less than a mile, or the distance
between the fabernacle and the ex-
treme point of the camp. To travel
more than this Jdistance ou & Babbath
was to break it.

[t is a striking feature of the law
that each one of these offenses brought
death upon the offender. But several
facts must be considered in regard to
this.

Since the government was theocra-
tic, offvnses of this kiod were high
treason. To give alleginnce to other
gode, to blaspheme the most holy
pams, or to break the Babbath, which
was ““a sign of the covenant?’ hetween
the'people and their divine King, was
to deserl their own flag, 80 to speak, in
a timo of war and to give allegiance to
the enemy. [t wasa orimen majesialis
of the gravest nature intaginable, con-
sidering the exalted dignity of Him
against whom the crimes were com-
mitted or the Insnlts offered. An of-
fense of this nature—high treason, Lias
always been punished with death.

Then it must be remembered that
there was in this state no danger of an
innocent person being condemned to
death. For the judges in the high-
est courts had access to the
sanctuary of God, who was Himself
the Bupreme Judge, asthe sovereigns
are in many monarchial countties.
All donbtful ¢ases could be appenled to
him in the same mauner as the case
of blasphemy which we have quotel
above, The possibility of putting a
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wrongfully accused person to death
was in this way excluded, as long as
the people walked according to the
laws and statutes given by the Law-
giver. It will readily be sdmitted that
God, who is the source of life, has per-
fect right, when necessary, to take
away the life He has given.

Anpother fact is also remarkable.
The ceremonial law (to which will be
referred herealter) had a  special
proviston by which those who could
prove that they had throughiguorance.
committed any crime might present a
sacrifice instead of their own life, By
this provision the criminal laws with
its severe punishments was restricted to
those only who were deliberately com-
miting the various offenses. Fhe pro-
vision referred to reads:

“If any one of the common people sin
through ignorance, while he doeth sonie-
what against any of the commandments
of the Lord concerning 1hings which
onght not 1o be done, and be_ guilty, or, if
his sin which he bas sinned, come to his
knowledge; then he shall bring his otier-
ing . and he shall lay his hand
upon the head of (he sin-offering, and
slay the sin-offering in the place of the
burnt-offering and the priest
ahall make an atonement for him, and it
shall be forgiven him.”’ Lev. iv: 27-81.

It must be remembered that this
code was given in a remote age and to
a people just emerging from slavery
and barbarism. We are simply pre-
senting prominent features of that code
as revealed for that age and people,
meore of which will be mentioned here-
after. Touay times and circumstances
are different. We are under another
dispensation and what might now ap-
pear as extreme amd vengeful, was, no
doubt, adupted to the period and the
people who were to be governed there-
by. God was the Bupreme Ruler in
Church and Biate, and the whole
theory of the Mosdic law waun based on
that by pothesis.

-

THE “BIG FIELD.”

THERE lies in the souihern portion
of this city a district kuown as the
Big Fileld. Tho ristng generation and
many of the new 2rrival's are probably
unacquainted with the primitive his-
tory of this distriet.

In the Fronlier Guardian of Feb. 7,
1849, published at Kanesville (now
Council Bluffs), lowa, appears an epis--
tle from President Brigham Young to
Elders Hyde, 8mith and Benson, and
all the B.:inte scaitered abroad. This
epistle narrates the progress and pros-
pects of the scttlers in the Balt Lake
Valley. One paragraph In it reads a-
follows:

At our suggesten the brethron have
entered inlo a combination to enclose a
Big Fleld for farming purposoes, and al-
ready there has been 863 applications for
lots in it, taking np 11,045 acres of land




