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our settlements, in proportion to

the growth of facilities for obtain- |

ing the luxaries of civilization, as
well as the medicaments prescribed
by the physician.

It is proposed that a general food
and drug Aet shall be by
Congress, or if that be impractica-
ble; a law of a similar character in
all the States to punish the swin-
dlers who thus prey on the publie,
and toarrest the spread of this form
of fraud. This is very proper and
the penalties of such a law ought to
be severe, But it would be far safer
for the peeple of this Territory
to establish, as fast as possible,
manufacturing establishments to
supply the home market if nothing
farther, with genunipe articles in
common use. W Hal peed is there
of importing pickfes, or vinegar, or
red pepper, or mustard, or candy,or
syrup, or honey, or whiskey, wine
and similar beverages? None whal-
ever.

“In consequence of evils and
designs which do and will exist in
the hearts of conspiring men in the
last days,” we have veen ““warned
and forewarned” by the voiee of in-
spiration in regard to many of
these things. And if we are wise
in our generation we will strive to
establish Snd support every enter-
prise which will add in stopping
importation, and also deny our-
gelves theuse of many things in
common use and becoming regarded
almost as necessities, until we can
muke them at home and
have them pure andunadulterated.

What we eat and drink has nrach
to do with our moral, intellectual
and spiritual progress, because the
body and the epirit are sointimate-
mately associated, so ““thoroughly
mixed and mingled,” that each 18
aflected by the other. . Therefore
if we wish to enjoy this life, fill the
full measure of our days on earth,
and have bright and rational con-
ceptions of the world to come, we
shiould pay considerable attention to
the things we consume. Pure,whole
some, properly cooked and digesti-
ble diet has much to do, not only
with bodily health and comfort,
but with mental vigor and stabili-
ty. Then let us produce as nearly
as possible all that we wuse for food

and clothing, that we may retain
the means mew scut AWAY 10r LOE

benefit of others, and also save our-
selves and our children from being
poisoned and ruined through the
evil practices of a wicked and adul-
terating as well as adualterous gen-
eration.
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THE REYNOLDS TEST POLY-
GAMY CASE—AN UNCONSTI-
TUTIONAL AND OPPRES-
SIVE DECISION. .

From the Millennial Star, (Liverpool,
Eng.,) Jan. 13,

A puablished dispateh from
America, dated Jan. 6th, informs
us that, “The United States Sup-
reme Court has decided that Con-
gress has power to pass laws pro-

bibiting polygamous marriages in
Utah, and that sach lnwﬂd:fﬂ con-

stitutional.” This means that the
““Court of Li:st Resort’” has given a
decieion in the case of the People,
ete., vs George Reynolds. The pro-
ceedings in this suit were inaugar-
ated in Salt Lake City, in the win-
ter of 1875, with the understanding
that it would be carried on appeal
to the highest tribunal in the Jand,
for the purpose of testiug the con-
stitutionality of the anti-polygam
law, by Cobpgress in 1862,
and under which statute the case
was conducted. In the first pro-
ceedings, in the Third District
Court of Utah, the jury returned a
verdiet of guilty,and, on December
21st, 1875, defendant was sentenced
to imprisonment at hard labor, in
the Detroit House of Correction, a
United Btates prison, and to
fine of $500 The case was appealed
on the ground that the defendant
married more wives than one aec-
cording to a religious rite and or-
dinance and econscientious convie-
tions, In consequence of this he
claimed that the law of 1862 is null
and void, being unconstitutinnal,
because it hindered him in the free
exercise of his religion. To putthe
matter clearer, the (onstitution
provides that “Congress shall make
no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercige thereof.” '

The Constitution forms the basis!
of all laws; therefore, every statute

visions of

that conflicts with the pro
that sacred instrament is void and
of none effect. It constitutes the
bulwark of safety to the rights and

(] .
vides, as before stated, that no legal
enactment that infringes upon the
righta of religion and conscience
shall stand. In faet it expressly
prohibits the passage of such mea-
sures. In the face of the plain and
unmistakable letter and spirit of
the Constitution that other ram-
part of the freedom of the people,
the higheat legal -tribunal in the
country, decides, in. effect, that
Congress has a right to hinder the
establishment and free exercise of
religion. What a monstrous and
glaring inconsistency! What an
avomaly in & boastedly free and un-
trammelled republic.

It may be urged by those who
seek a justificatien ior the ou
ous and oppressive decision, that
plural marrlnga is not a religious
institutien. But whe shall be the
judge of that? Is not the acme of
folly and absurdity yveached when a
government proclaims thav there
shall be the most unlimited freedom

in matters of religion, and then
| dictates what shall or shall not |

form a portion of the religious in-
stitutions of any peortion of the
community? Unless the party im-
bibing and practising principles of
religion is left the sole judge as to
what they shall constitute, fare-
well to religious toleration and
liberty.

The Latter-day Saints embraced
the institution ef plural marriage as
a revelation from God, as a most
vital prineciple of their religion,
many years before the law of 1862
was enacted. As citizens of the
Republie, they knew they had a

perfect right, under the constitu- |

tion, to practise their religion, so
long as they did not infringe upon
the rights and liberties of others b
80 doing; therefore, the law is o
pressive, restrictive, unconstitu-
tional and void. Buat the Supreme
Court declares that it is constitu-
tional and legal,

¥ |of the United Baptist Churches in
p-| Vi

tion itself expressly forbids such
infraction? It was because they bad
to choose between twd horns of a
dilemma, the one being to decide
in favor of human freedom and the
Constitution, standing up like men
| for the right and facing the current
of popular prejudice, which flows
strongly against the BSaints and
thelir institutions. The other was
to ignore the rights of conscience,
guaranteed ‘by the Constitution
truckle to popular bigotry, an
opinion founded on ignorance and
unchristian hatred,and thus prosti-
tute the noble calling of the judi-
ciary by dragging theermine in the
mire and slime of injustice and op-
pression. Those Judges—we do not
Enow whether the decision was
unanimous—have chosen the latter
course, and, in so doing, have driven
deeply the entering wedge that will
split the nation into factious frag-
ments, which no man nor party
will be able to gather up and ce-
ment,

‘fhe American people peint with
estentatious pride to the fair record
made, in the revolutionary struggle
for freedom,by the immortal Wash-
ington, named, in affectionate me-
mory, the ‘““father of his country.”
But were the spirit of that great
man permitted to gaze upon the
present condition of this nation, he
would surely be filled with ineffa-
ble contemyt in viewing the unin-
viting espectacle of an unjust pre-
siding judiciary and vitiated popu-
lar sentiment. How different is the
genius of the recent decision from
the spirit breathed by the following
letter, written by him, soon after
the framing of the Constitution,
directed to the ‘‘Central Committee

prejudice, deciding adversely to
right and justice, the last guard of
religious toleration i8 swept away.
But there is still something that
holds a higher place than that
Court—the Constitution .of the
country which is the ‘‘supreme
law of the land,” and when the
highest court undertakes to ignore
that supremacy, by rendering de-
cisions that are o both to its
letter and spirit, their actions are
not entitled te the res
would be otherwise aceorded them.,

We do not doubt that the decis-
fon under consideration would be
received with approving acclama*
tion by the overwhelming masses
of the people in all parts of the
country. To such sentiments of
¢xultation we are happy in the be-
lief that there would be not a few
homorable and intelligent exce

most probably be those who
““‘teach for hire and divine for
money,” whose crafts have been
placed in imminent danger by the
superiority and successful propaga-
tion of the doctrines of ‘“Mormon-
ism.” This class especially, imbued
with the same spirit as those who
exclaimed, in reference to the Sa-
vior, ‘**Away with him; crucify
him,” are anxious that the Latter-
day Saints and their institutions
should be blotted out. No methods
are too barbarous or bloody for
them, so leng as the object nearest
their nearts is accomplished. Those
who are filled with gleating antici-
pation at the decision doubtless
couple their joyful expreesion with
prognustications of the speedy doom
and downfall of ‘“Mormonism.”
Full well do they know that the
nia:” saints cannot give up pluaral, or ra-

ther the Celestial er of Mar-

The community | by
of Latter-day Saints have been be-| honor to preside, might

trayed, and are now compelled to | endanger the religious rights of
awake to the fact that they have | any ecclesiastical society, certainly

“Gentlemen.—If I could have _

entertained the slightest apprehen- | riage, without relinquishing their

sion that the Constitution, framed | religion. They are likely to expect
the Convention where I had the | that they will do o under an over-

possibly | whelming pressure of force. In

this they are mi-erably mistaken.

Should the pressure come there

=
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its prestige by catering to public

pect that|

no rights that the government un-|[ would have never placed my sig~
der which [they live are bound to | pature to it; and if I could con-
respect. ceive that the General Government

As to plural marriage peing a por- | might ever be so administered as to
tion of the religion of the Saints, | render the liberty of eonscience in-
the world has lately had one of the | gecure, I beg you will be persuaded,

may be a few weak-kneed ones in
the community whose moderate
valor will succumb to the power of
opposition; but the great bulk of
the people will live their religion
and trust in God,who has promised

pay & {

o s wer edre Mrroojvd” wilifolt Caa~
not be resisted. A great deal of
falsehood and slander has been
dished up and industriously circu-
lated about the down-trodden wo-
men of Utah, who were supposed to
be languishing to be freed from the
polygamie fetters by which the

were said to be securely fastened.
A short time since an anti-poly-
gamie crusade was inaugurated by
a number of persons who take de-
light in meddling with other peo-

ter-da
mighty impulse, flew to the defence
of what they consider a divine in-
stitution, a portion of the holy
religion they had espoused, and
for which, in unison with
their husbands, they had en-
dured many bardships. Mam-
moth meetings of the ladies were
held in all parts of Utah, and, con-
sidering the slanderous reports al-
luded to, & most anomalous specta-
cle was presented in those gather-
ings. Ladies who wers practically
involved in the marriage system of
the Saints stood up and eloguentl
protested against any interference
with it, being a portion of their re-
ligion, and & divipe institution.
Ladies whose husbands had but one
wife asserted, with unmistakable
plainness, that they were not un-
willing that their life partuers
should increase the dimensions of
the domestic circle by entering in-
‘to the marriage relation with
others. Young, unmarried women
also expressed an unfaltering con-
viction of the righteousness of the
revealed system for the eternal
union of the sexes.

Welay it down as an incountro-
vertible proposition that, under the
banner of a free republic, religion-
ists are the sole judges as to what
shall econstitute their religious faith
land practise, the release of that
heaven-born
party being a surrender of one of
the rights dearest to the heart of
every freeman. The Baints have
given the most impregnable proofs
that the system of marriage they
have adopted, in faith and practice
is a part of their religion, thus plac-
ing it beyond the rightful interfer-
ference of the law-making and ad-
ministrative power of the United
Btates,

Why bave the judges of the SBu-
preme Court decided that religious
jyiberty can be constitutionally in-

\

most staggering and overwhelming thgtti no
[ una

1d be fight their battles.
myn:;ﬁ nuagublf:f: eﬂéﬂﬂf WWE :rghwﬁ lacquainted with the

barriers against the horrors of spir- | Latter-day SBaints and their insti-
itual tyranny and every species of | tutions, and our unhesitating tes-
religious persecution. For you|timony is that they are the most
doubtless remember I have often [orderly and Jaw-abiding people
expressed my seatiments, that any | within the broad domain of the
man conducting himself as a good | United States. Many of the leading
citizen, and being accountable to|minds of the age who have visited
God alone for religious opinions,|them in their ful cities and
ought to be protected in worship- | settlements, have added a disinter-
ping the Deity according to the|ested testimony to this fact. I1t1is

y Saints, as if with one|during the one hundred and two [the Prophet,

dictation of his own conscience.” |a portion of their religion to uphold
We look upon the decision under | all constitutional law. As evidence

ple’s affairs. The lady members of | consideration as by far the most|of this we here quote from a reve-
the Churech of Jesus Christ of Lat- | im

portant that has been rendered | lation given through Joseph Smith
at tland, Ohio,
years of the existence of the Re-| August 6, 1533 ( Book of Doctrine &
public. Itis not a measure of a|Covenants, American adlt.iunimﬂ
ty in politics. It is true that|gl2), ‘““And nn:j, verily EAY
the Saints, after being robbed, driv-| unto you concerning tohe laws of
en, whipped and many of their|theland, it is my will that my
number murdered in eold blood, |ple should observe all things what-
appealed to the various administra- |soever I have commanded them;
tive and executive authorities of |and that the law of the Jand which
the Jand, until they reached Maur-|is comstitutional, supporting that

|tin Van Buren, then President of | principle of freedom in maintain-

the United States. In reply to the|ing rights and privileges, belongs
representation of the wrongs for|to all mankind, and is justifiable
which they pleaded for redress, his | before me, therefore- I, the Lord,

privilege to another |

response, 80 suggestive of pusillani-

¥ | mous imbecility, was, *“Your cause

is just, but I can do nothing for
you.”
temptible answer indicated a know-
ledge of the right eombined with a
cowardly fear to act upon so sacred
a conviction. His was the part of

lpactivity bvorn ef the despicable
sentiment of moral cowardice, Even

that decision was not so grave as
the one now given by the SBupreme
ICuurt, for the latter is the final ar-
bitrator of justice, to which even
the President of the Republic is
|subject. That tribunal has not
|even sought the weak subterfuge
of inaction, but has perpetrated the
‘grossest violation of human rights
that appears upon the annals of
the country. It is a decision that
will, in time te come, cover the
names of the judges whoseaetion it
was with ignominious infamy and
detestation. In count¥es ruled by
the iron hand of despotiem such
acts are to be expected, being in
keeping with governmental insti-
tutions whose foundations are
laid in tyranny. But in a
nation like Ameriea, the boast-
ed land of freedom, her citi-
zens who are oppressed have a
right to expect and even demand
better things., When the court of
Last Resort, the institution whose
right it is to decide what sball or
shall not remain upon the statute

justifly you, and your brethren of
my church, in beftlending that
law which s the conatitutional law

This infamous and con-|of the land; and as pertaining to

the law of man, whatsoever is more
or less than these cometh of evil,”’
This instruction from Jesus
Christ, the Divine Master, is evi-
dently prophetic and aanticipatory
of the unhallowed eflorts of the
enemies of truth to overthrow His
Church. The laws of the Church
are such that the constitutional
statutes of the Jand do not conflict
with them; therefore the Constitu-
tion has to be ignored in order to
reach the “Mormons,’”’ who are a
growing and will soon become a
great power. But neither God nor
the principles of human freedom
that should exist between man and
man, require that the Saints should
obey a legal measure the unconsti-
tutional character of which is self-
evident. In the language of Presi-
dent John Taylor, while giving
testimony upon the witness stand,
in one of the courts of Utah, they
will ehoose toobey Godrather than
man.” In the words of the same
staunch defender of the truth, it is
with the Saints, *‘the kingdom of
God or nothing.” Wedo not under-
stand it to be the intention of the
¢“Mormons” to renounce any prin-
ciple of their religion. With them
it is “Mormonism,’” or ths Gospel
of the Bavior in its entirety; no-

l

liberties of a free people,” It pro-\fringed upon,|{when the Constitu-|books as the law of the land, loses | thing short of it, come what may.

The deep hypocrisy of this per-
verse generation must be without
parallel, while extolling, at a dis-
tance of many centuries, the char-
acters of Abraham, Jaceb, Moses,
and other holy men, with whom
the God of heaven held communi-
‘'on in person, as one man with ano-
‘ther, by their actions they plainly
show that did those worthies live
now they would, had they the pow-
er, incarcerate them in the cell of
the felon. Failing in that they
would advocate recourse to meth-
ods of bloody and relentless exter-
mination. And this in the face of
the words of the Savior, to the
same canting element among the
Jews, ‘‘If ye were Abrabham’s chil-
dren, ye would do the works of
Abraham.”

In opposition to the oft-repeated
prognostications about the demoli-

P- | tion and downfall of “*Mormonism,"’
tions, The most jubilant would

we are not afraid to express the
most confident anticipation of the
rise and progress of that divine sys-
tem of salvation., It will gain an
ultimate majestic and virtuous tri-
umph ¢ over every oppoeing force,
however powerful. Its enduring
walls are being reared upon the
foundatien of eternal truth, and
while it stands iavincible against
the attacks of men, the nations that

 fall upon it will be broken in pieces,

to rise no more, for the Lord has
said to his people, ‘“No weapon that
is formed agalunst thee shall prosper;
and every tongue that shall rise
against theein judgment thoushalt
condemn.” The ted verifica-
tion of this promise in cloudy times
of the past, fills the Saints with
unfaltering faith that in the future
also they will be defended :by the

potent power of the outatretched
arm of Jehovah.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

Louisiana has a Btate debt of a
little over $13,5600,000. Just before
the war it was officially reported at
$5,700,000, After the close of the
war $7,000,000 was expended  for
levees, and the balance has accrued
through interest on the old bonds.
That’s the way to progrese. How
long at this rate will it take a Stale
to become bankrupt?

In another column will be found
an article from the Cherokee Advo-
cale, published at Tahlequah, in
the Cherokee Nation, partly in the
Cherokee language, ‘I'he massacre
of the Cheyennes is only one more
bloody stain on the skirts of this
nation, and one more step nearer to
the righteous retribution that will
come as a consequence of rank in-
justice, vile oppression and gross
rapacity on the part of the **superi-
or race,’’

As evidence that money is plen-
tiful notwithstanding the distress
in Europe, English rs statethat
when an additional issue of stock
was made by the Rotterdam Btreet
Railroad Company,71,000,000 florins,
or about $30,000,000 was offered on
the first day the books were open-
ed. Capitalists hoard their money
and will only invest in safe and
solid enterprises, and thus buliding
and manufacturing interests linger,
the laborer is unemployed and des-
titution prevails, .

Sitting Bull’s message to the Uni-
ted SBtates Government is mourn-
fully pathetic and peculiarly In-
dian in its method of expression:
He says: ‘“Once I was strong and
brave and my people had hearts of
iron, but now I am a coward and
will fight no more forever. My
people are cold and hungry, my
women are sick and my children
are freezing, I willdo as the Great
Father wishes, I will give my guns
and my ponies into his hands. My
arrows are broken and my war
paint thrown to the winds.”’

In the year 1874 the death pensalty
for murder was abolished in the
Canton of Frieburg,Swifzerland. It
contained 110,000 inhabitants, and
in the ten years preceding there
were only seven cases of murder,
During the three years following
the change in the lJaw, fifteen mur-
ders were perpetmteci and there
were five more last year. That is,
when eapital punishment was the
law, the murders numbered less
than one a year, now they occur at
the rate of five a year. The infer-
ence is easily drawn.

—--—-—-——*—I-'*

A bright little three-year old,
while her mother was trying te
get her to sleep, became interested
in some outside noise. BShe was
told that it was caused by a cricket,
when she sagely obgerved, *Mam-
ma, I think he ought to be olled,”




