
e to ia TTE1111 M 13 M 8 M M M W W-MN elwe 39

our settlements in proportion to
the growth of facilities for obtain-
ing the luxuries ofbf civilization as
well as the medicamentsmedicaments prescribed
by the physician

it is proposed that a general food
and drucdrug act shall be passed by
congress or if that be impractica-
blebleibiel a law of a similar character in
all the states to punish the swin
diers who thus prey onjon the public
and to arrest the spread of this form
of fraud this is very proper and
the penalties of such a law ought to
be severe but it would be far safereater
for the people of this territory
to establish as satfatfast as possible
manufacturing establishments to
supply the home market it nothing
further with genuine articles in
comcommon use whatwrist need is there
of importing picklespiciresirea or vinegar or
redzed pepper or mustard or caudcandvor
syrup or honey or aniskeywnlakeyiskey wine
and similar beverages none what-
ever

in consequence of evils and
designs which do and will exist in
the hearts of conspiring men in the
last days we have been warned
and forewarned by the voice of in-
spirationspiBpIratIon in regard to many of
these things and if we are wise
in our generation we will strive to
establish andnd support every enter-
prise which will add in stopping
importation uandnd also deny our-
selves the use of many things in
common use and becoming regarded
almost as necessities until we can
make them at home and
have trethethem pure unadulteratedaudand iteratedwhat we eat and drink has much
to do with our moral intellectual
and spiritual progress bebecausecausecaust the
body and the are

associated so thoroughly
mixed and mingled that each is
affected by the other therefore
if dewishwe wish to enjoy thithis lifeilfe fill the
tailtall measure of our days on earth
and have bright and rational con-
ceptions ofat the world to come woweh
should pay considerable attention to
the things we consume Pure whole
some properly cooked and

diet much to do not only
with bodily health and comfort
butbut with mental vigor and stabili-ty then let us produce as nearlyagas possible all that we use for foodana clothing that we may retain
tbthe9 m aazam ma awuaeuooloela aawayway cnecueun e
benefit of others and also save our-
selves and ouroun children from being
poisoned and ruined through the
evil practices of a wicked and adul
tera lingastingas well aaas adulterous gen-
erationerera tion

THE REYNOLDS TEST POLY-
GAMY oase AN unconst-
itutional AND oppres-
sive DECISION at

from thetha millennial star liverpool
t janJau 13

A published dispatchdladiapatch fronifrom
america dated jan ath informs
us that the united states sup-
remereblerebie court has decided that con-
gress has power to passpasa laws pro-
hibitinghibithi inglug polygamous marriagesmarriagea in
utah and that such laws are con-
stitutional this means that the

court of list resortkesort has given a
decision in the case otof the people
etc va george reynolds the pro-
ceedingsceedingsedinga in this suit were i

abedabedinin city in the win-
ter otat 18751873 with the understanding

wooldwould be carried on appeal
to the highest tribunal hiid the land
for the purpose of testing the con-
stitutionality of the anti polygamy
law passed by congress in 18621662
and under which statute the case
was conducted inru the first pro-
ceedingsce in the third district
court of utah the jury returned a
verdict of guilty and on december

1875 defendant was sentencedsentencedt
totd imprisonment at hardbard laborlaboi in
the detroit house of correction a
united statesa prison and to pay a

case waswaa appealed
on the ground that the defendant
marrimarriededmoremore wives than one ac-
cording toato a religious rite and orortorii
diance and conscientious convie i1

tionsInin consequence of this he
claimed that the law of 1862 laIs null
and oldvoidoid being unconstitutional
because it hindered himlhimi in the free
exercise ol01 hishia religion to put tha
matter clearercleater the constitution
provides that congress shall make
no law an establishment
of or prohibiting the freeexertexercise thereof

the constitution forms the basta
of all iks 9 therefore every statute
that conflicts with theAprovisions0 ismons of
that sacred instrumentmen is1 1voidvold1oidaid and
of none effect it constitutes the
bulwark of safety to the rights anuand
Ilberlibertiestiehtied of a free people it pro

LL

as before stated that no legal
enactment that infringes upon the
rightsrighta of religion and conscience
shall stand in fact it expressly
prohibits the passage of such mea-
sures in the face of the plain and
unmistakable letter and spirit of
the constitution that other ram
part of the freedom ofbf the people
the highest legal tribunal in the
country decides in efrece that
congress has a right to hinderbinder the
establishment and free exercise of
religion what a monstrous and
glaring what an
anomaly in a boastboust edly free and un
trammelled republic

it may be urged by those who
seekbeek a justification for the outrage

and oppressive decision that
plural marriage is not a religious
institution but who shall be the
judge of that Is riot the acme of
folly and absurdity reached when a
government proclaims that there
shall be the most unlimited freedom
in matters of religion and then
dictates what shall or shall not
form a portion of the religious in-
stitutions of any portion of the
community unless the party im-
bibing and practicingpractising principles of
religionioniou is left the sole judge as to
what they shall constitute fare-
well

fare-
nell to religious toleration and
liberty

the latter day saints embraced
the institution efof plural marriage as
a revelation from god as a most
vital principle of their religion
manyranny years before the law of 18621662
was enacted As citizens of the
republic they knew they had a
perfect right under the constitu-
tion to practise their religion so
long as they did not infringe upon
the rights and liberties of others by
so doing therefore the law is op-
pressive restrictive unconstitu-
tional and void butbat the supreme
court declares that it is constitu-
tionaldional and iagal the community
of latter day saints have been be-
trayed and argara now compelled to
awake to the fact that they have
no rights that the government un-
der

t
which they live are bound to

respect
As to plural marriage pein a por-

tion of the religion of the saints
the world has lately had one of the
moalmoat staggering and overwhelming
not be resistedmisted A great deal of
falsehood and slander has been
dished up and industriously clrcircu-
lated

cu
about the downtroddendown trodden wo

men of utah who were supposed to
be languishing to be freed from the

lo fetters which
were baldsaid to be securely fastened
A short time since an anti poly
gamio crusade waswaa inaugurated by
a nunumberaber of persons who take de-
light in meddling with other peo
piesples
the church of jesus chriscchrist
ter day saints as if with one
mighty impulse flew to the defence
ofdf what they consider a divine in-
stitutionution a portion of the holy
religion they had espoused and
for which in unison with
their husbands they had en-
dured many hardships mam-
moth meetings of the ladies were
held in all parts of utah and con

the slanderous reports al-
luded to a moatmost anomalous specta-
cle was presented in those gather-
ings ladlesladies who were practically
involved in the marriage system ofot
the saints stood up and eloquently
protested against any interference
with it being a portion of their re
ukon and a divine institution
ladies whose huBbandshad butone
wife asserted with umistakableunmistakablen
plainnessss that they were not un-
willing that their lifeilfe partners
should increase the dimensions of
the domestic circlecircie by entering in-
to the marriage relation with
others young unmarried women
also espresexpresseded an unfaltering con-
viction of the righteousness of the
revealed sysystemstern for the eternal
union of the sexes

we lay it down as an incontro-
vertiblevervet tibletibie proposition that under the
bannerotbannebannerrotof a freetree republic religion
ista arearethathe solerole judges as to what
shall constitute their religious falthfaith
and practise the relearelesreleasese of that
heaven born privilege to another
party being a surrender of ono of
the rights dearest to the heart of
every freeman the saints have
given the most impregnable proofs
that the system of marriage they
have adopted in faith and practice
Is a part of their religion thus plac-
ide it beyond the rightful interfere
ference of the lawmakinglaw making and ad

power of the united
states

why have the judges of the su-
preme court decided that religious
liberty can be consconstitutionallyti tutlonalionally in-
fringed upon ewhen thetho

tion itself expressly forbids such
infractionInfract iori it was because they hadbad
to choose between horns of a
dilemma thetho one being to decide
inirl favor of human freedom and the
constitution standing up like men
for the right and facing the current
ofbf popular prejudice which flows
strongly against the saints and
their the other waswaa
to ignore the rights of conscience
guaranteed by the constitution
truckle to popular bigotry and
opinion founded on ignorance and
unchristian hatred and thus prosti-
tute the noble calling of the judi-
ciary by dragging the ermine in the
mire and slime of injustice and op

those judges we do not
know whether the deeladecialoaioa was
unanimous have chosen the latter
courseconree and in so doing have driven
deeply the entering wedge that will
split the matian into factious frag
mennemente which aono man nor party
will be able to gather up and ce-
ment

phophetherho american people point with
ostentatious pride to the fair record
made in the revolutionary struggle
for freetreedomby the immortal wash-
ington named in affectionate me-
mory the 66 father of his country
but were the spirit of that great
man permitted tota gaze upon the
present condition of this nation he
would surely be filled with ineffa-
ble contempt in viewing the unin-
viting spectacle of an unjust pre-
siding judiciary and vitiated popu-
lar sentiment how different is the
genius of the recent decision from
the spirit breathed by the following
letterlatter written by him soon after
the framing of the constitution
directed to the central committee
of the united baptist churches in
virginia

gentlemengentlemen if I1 could have
entertained the slightest apprehen-
sion

app rehon
that the constitution framed

by the convention where I1 hadllad the
honor to preside might possibly
endanger the religious rights of
any ecclesiastical society certainly
I1 would have never placed my sig-
nature to it and if I1 could con
ceide that the general government
might ever be so administered as to
renredrenderreaderder the liberty of conscience in-
secure I1 bezbeg you will

1 thatjiosnen0 oneode would ba moze zealousgnanman myself to establish effectual
barriers against the horrors of spir-
itual tyranny and every species of
religious persecution forfoe you
doubtless memberrememberra I1 have oftoftenen
expressed my sentimentsentimentsst that any
man conducting himself as a good
citizen and being accountable to
god alone for religious opinions
ought to be protected in worship
ping the deity accordineaccording to the
dictation of his own conscience

we look upon the decision under
consideration as most
important that has been renxenrendereddered
during the one hundred and two
years of the existence of the re-
public it is not a measure of a
party in politics it is true that
the saleta after being robbed driv-
en whipped and many of their
number murdered in bold blood
appealedappialed to the various administra-
tive and executive authorities of
the landjand until they reached mar-
tin van burenbarenthenBurenthenthen president of
the united statestates in reply to the
representation of the wrongs for
which they pleaded for redress his
response BOso suggestive of pusillani-
mous imbecility was your cause
is just but I1 can dordo nothing for
you this infamous and con-

i temp tibletibie answer indicated a know
1

ledge of the right combined with a
cowardly fear to act upon so sacred
a conviction his was the part of
inactivity bounboin of the despicable
sentiment ofmoral cowardice even
that decision was not soiso grave as
the one now given by the supreme
court forforthethe latter is the finaifinal ar-
bitratorbi of justice to which even
the president of the republic is

that tribunal has not
even sought the weak subterfuge
of inaction but has perpetrated the
grossest violation of human rights
that appears upon the annalsannala of
the country it is a decision that
will in time to come cover the
names of the judges whose action it
was with ignominious infamy and
detestation in countHes ruled by
therthe ironfron hand ofof despotism such
netsacts are to be expected being in
keeping with governmental insti-
tutions whose foundations are
laid in tyranny but in a
nation like america the boast
odca land of freedom her citi
zenazens who are oppressed have a
right to expect and even demand i

betterbutter things when the court of
last resort the institution whose
right it is to decide what shall or
shall not remain upon the statute
books as the law of the land loses

its prestige by catering to publicbublicrzprejudice deciding advadverselyy to
right and justicesjusti ceycej the last guard of
religious toleration is swept away
buubut there iaIs still something that
holds a higher placeplaes than that
court the constitution of the
country which iaIs the supreme
lawaw of the land and when the
highesthighesl court undertakes to ignore
that supremacy by rendering de
C that are opposed both to its
letter and spirit their actions eiretirearearo
not entitled to the respect that
would bobe otherwise accorded them

we do not doubt that the
ionton under consideration would be
received with approving acclama
tion by the overwhelming masses
yfof the people in all parts of the
country to such sentiments of
exultation wowe are happy in the be-
lief that there would be not a few
honorable and intelligent excep-
tions the most jubilant would
most probably be those who

teach for hire arndarid divine for
money whose crafts havehawe been
placed in imminent danger by the
superiority and successful propaga-
tion of the doctrines of mormon-
ism 21 this class especially imbued
with the same spirit as those who
exclaimsexclaimedd in reference to the sa-
vior away with him crucify
him are anxious that the latter
day saints and their institutions
should be blotted out no method
are too barbarous ocor bloody for
them bolengso longiong as the object nearest
their hearts is those
who with gloating antici-
pation at the decision doubtless
couple their joyful with
prognostications of the speedy doom
and downfall of mormonismMor
full well do they know that the

cannot give up plural or raara-
ther the celestial order of mar-
riage without relinquishing their
religion they are likely to expect
that they will do eo60 under analf over-
whelmingwhelming pressure of force in
this they arearo mimldrably mistaken
should the pressure comeconae there
may be a few weak kneed ones iniii

whose moderate
valor will succumb to the power of
opposition but the great bulk of
the people will live their religion
and trust in god who has promised
liro0 nightfight their battlesbatties

Nvouu are well acquainted with the
latter day sainta and their insti-
tutionstut ions and our unhesitating tes-
timony laIs that ttheyhe are the most
orderly and I1jawaW aabidingabiding people
within the broad domain of the
United States many of the leading
minds of the age who have visited
them in their peaceful cities and
settlements have added a disinter
ested testimony to this fact it isa
a portion of their religion to uphold
all constitutional law As evidence
of this we here quote from a reve-
lation given through joseph smith
the prophet at kirtland ohio
august 1833 book of doctrine
covenants american edition page

and now verily I1I1 eaypay
unto you concernineernna the laws of
the land ifit ismyia my will that my peo-
ple should observe all things what-
soever I1 have commanded themthen
and that the ladof thothe land which
is constitutional supportingsupgupporting that
principle of freedom in maintain-
ing rights and privileges belongs
to all mankindmankindandand is justifiable
before me therefore 1r the lord
justify you and your brethren of
my church in befriending that
law which is the constitutional law
of the land and as pertaining to
the lawladofof man whatsoever is more
or lees than these cometh of evil

this instruction from jejesussus
christ the divine master is evi

i dently prophetic and anticipatory
of the unhallowed efforts of the
enemies of truth to overthrow hibhis
church the laws of the church
are such that the constitutional
statutes of the land do not conflict
with them therefore the constitu-
tion has to be ignored in order to
reach the mormonscormonsMormons who araare a
growing and will boonsoon become a
great powpowerer but neither god bor
the principles of human freedom
that should exist between man and
man require that the saints should
obey a legal measure the unconsti-
tutionaltut ional character of which is self
0evident inrn the language of presi-
dent john taylor while giving
testimony upon the witness stand
in one of the courts of utah they
will choose to obey GgodfatherGodod rathernather than
man in the words of the bamesame
staunch defender of the truth ibit is
with the saints the kingdom of
god or nothing we do not under-
stand it to be the intention of the

mormonscormonsMorbloammonsons to renounce any prin-
ciple of their religion with them
it laIs mormonism or tha gospel
of the savior in its entirety no-
thing bhoahoshortirt of it comecomo what mamayy

the deep hypocrisy at0 this per
iverseaverse generation must be without
parallel IVwhilehilebile extolling at a dis-
tance of many centuries the char-
acters of abraham jacob moses
and other holy menymen with whom
ithethe god of heaven held communi-
on in person as one man with ano-
ther by their actions they plainly
show that did those worthies live
now ththeyey would had they the pow-
er inincarceratearcerate ththermthornem in thetho cell of
the fionfelonflon failingfalling in that they
wouldwould advocate recourse to meth-
ods of bloody and relentless exter-
minationmination and this in the face of
the words of the saviorhavior to the
same canting element among the
jews if yeyo were abrahams chilchii
dren ye would do the works of
abraham

in opposition to the oft repeated
prognostications about the demoli-
tion and downfall of mormonismniam
weweareare not afraid to express the
most confident anticipation of tho
rise and progress of that divine sys-
tem of salvation irwillit will gain an
ultimate majestic and virtuous tri-
umph toverlover every opposing force
however powerful its enduring
walls are being reared upon the
foundation of eternal truth and
while it stands invincible against
the attacks of men the nations that
fall upon it will be broken in pieces
to rise no more for the lord haabaa
said to hishla people no weapon that
laIs formed against thee shall prosper
and every tongue that shall riseribe
against thee in judgment thou shall
condemn the repeatedrepented
tion of this promise in cloudy times
of the past fills the saints withith
unfaltering faith that in the future
also they will be defended by the
potent power of the outstretched
arniarm of jehovah

EDITORIAL NOTES

louisiana has a state debt of a
little over just before
the war it was officially reported at

JO after the close of the
war 70 was expended for
leveesleveis and the balance nashaa accrued
through interest on the old bonds

the way to progress how
long at this rate will intakeit take a state
to become bankrupt

in another colucolumn will bobe found
anau article from the cherokee aavo
cate published at Tahletallequahquah in
theibe cherokee nation partly in the
cherokee language Themthe massacresacre
of the Cheyennea iaIs only one more
bloody stain on the skirts of this
nation and one more step nearer to
the righteous retribution ththatatwillwill
come as a consequence of rank in-
justice vile oppression and gross
rapacity on the part of the superi-
or race

As evidence that money laIs plen-
tiful notwithstanding the distress
in papers state that
when an additional issue atbf stock
was made by the rotterdam street
railroad Company florflorinainalna
or about waswaa offered on
the first day the books were open-
ed capitalists hoard their money
and will only invest in safe and
solid enterprises and thus building
and manufacturing interests linger
the laborer is unemployed and des-
titutiontitution prevails

sitting bulls message to the uni-
ted statesstales government is mourn-
fully pathetic and peculiarly in-
dian in its method of expression
haHs says once I1 was strong and
brave and my people hadbad hearts of
iron but now I1 am a coward and
will fight no more forever my
people are cold and hungry my
women are sick and my children
are freefretfreezingzing I1 will do as the great
father wishes I1 will give my guns
and nay ponies into hia handsbands my
arrows are broken and my war
paint thrown to the winds 11

in the year 1874 the death penalty
for murder was abolished anin the
canton of Frieburg switzerland it
contained inhabitants and
in the ten years preceding there
were only seven bibasesbasosses of murder
during the three years following
the change in the law fifteen mur-
ders were perpetrated and therothere
were nivefive more last year that is
when capital punishment was the
lawslaw the murders numbered lesslees
than one a year now theythe occur at
the rate of five a year thehe infer-
ence is easily drawn

A bright little three year old
while her mother was trying teto
get her to sleep became interested
in some outside noise she was
told that it was caused by a cricket
when she sagely observed mam-
ma I1 think he ought to be oiled

I1


