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THE EUROPEAN EQUILIBRIUM.

—

Rumors of war are stlll floating in
‘the miz in lKurope, although there ls no
more definite statement as to the real

canse of & probable war than there was
a week ago. The most that can be
made of the visit.of the Ruesian ships
to Toulon and :the entbusiastic recep-
tion by tbe French is that the eczar
openly declares his iotention tosup-
port France, shouid that ~country be
sepailed. Ft may particalarly be
a xbtice to  (Germany  that
Willlammight find biscountry threat-
ened on (wo sidesy should'be choose. to
make a bostile movement in.eitber
directlon.

The pepding tartff war between
‘Ruseia and Germuny hsaa probably
much to do with the present. oatenta.
‘tious demonstr:tions In.the ‘Mediter-
rapean, The agricultural Interebts of
Rusein have airealdy suffered a grem
deal by the losa of the principal
foreign ruarket and the gov-
ernment has been compelied to
resort ‘to extraordinary expedients
to mitigate the situation. This,
together with the recent mensacing at-
titude of Italy, backed by the other
powers of the triple alliance, 18 per-
baps what led the ozar to pressthe
French republle to his troubled heart
in a fond embrace.

The rendézvous of the British
squadron in Italian waters more than
offvets the demonstrations in France,
for its politieal slgnificance isthat Eng-
land, if the neceesity ehould arise,may
be counted on by thetriple alliance,
Thua the European eqguilibrium would
seem Lo be  still mainialned
and proepecis of continued peace be
good. The only real danger is the fact
that the credit of some of the great
powers may become exhausted, a pos-
pivillty which at least in the case of
Italy seems imminent. The main-
tenance of the military forces ia ruinous
‘beyond comprebenslon, and wars are

sometimes Jeclared to oover up
4the traces that led to the verge
of the pit. For this reason
those who say that a Iuropean
war is near at band 'and may come
unexpectedly avy day, have some
ground for apprebension. The ab-

nouncement thatthe Ruesian war de-
partment bas bought two years® grain
supply 10 sdvance may mean a great
Qeal more than appears on the surface.

THE CAMPAIGN.

Intbree weeks more a Leglalature for
and municipal officers in the Terrl-
tory will be chosen by the people. Boon
will discuspion by oral and writien

means of the bourty and tarift ques-
tions be rife,the former having a direct
and the latter an Indirect applioation

'anotber of

"with one but'not with the other; buti
Is generally understood that the sub-
jeots stand a@ we have placed them—
together, the advoctales of a tar-
iff beilng also advocates , of =&
bounty and those against elther being
against both. This has a tendency to
stimulate ingulry, cut of inquiry comes
information, and thus do we perceive
beneticial results flowing from the
situation whatever way the tide may
turn.

The NEws bas as before a word of
advice to the partisans on either slde:
Remember that those who are unable
to see matters and things political as
you do may be just as earnest, just as
we]l informed, and stand just as well
before their fellow men. That you
look upon thetr views as rank hereasy
does but argue that different people see
different things—frequently the sume
things—differently. The proper course
is not to abuse, or insuit, or traduce, or
ridicule, but to take the higher ground
of genteel conduot which if it oannot
convince as to the matter can always
ocemmand approval astotbe manner.
Be argumentative as you will; let your
statistits’ be:as numerous, your iprem-
jses @s ‘logical and yeur argument

as unanswerable as you can
make them; but for the sake
of temporsry advantage or for

any other reason, do not enact the role
of pot-hiuse polittcian by the tacties
previously suggested. Pulitics le, or
ought to be, an bonored tield in which
the citizen can labor for the time being
witbhout reproach; it would be so if
those who engage in it would make ft
sg. Then, ne Utah has tutnished to
the world outelde so many excellent
examples of the good, the beauiiful
and the true, let it now yo yet a step
further and show how to conduct a
political campaign on proper lines.
It does not need that animaticn, indues-
try and show besacrificed altogether to

do thie, The campaign may be as
lively as ita participants desire,
put 1t sbould be free from such

livelinese as comes of objectionavle
procedure and intolerable Jda..guage.
We can do 1t, and “‘after the bal’? det
it.be said that we did do it.

HERESY TRIAL.

The Presbyteriane have declired
their ministers, a Di.
Preserved Bmith, a beretic. Thin

gentleman is said to have resolved to
quit tbe church instead of carrylng
bis c¢ase before the higheet tribunal,
w here, of course, the decisions of the
lowet courts wouid besustalned. It he
is of the right Xind his withdrawal s
likely Lo lead to a schism in the church,
Such thinges have often happened
and will happen again. One of the
most remarkable instances in iater
years of what beresy trials sometimes
lead to isfurnished by the ecclesiastical
history of Bweden, Filty years ago
there was hardly a dissenter i1n that
country. Buta young Lutberan cler-
gyman, A. Wiberg, was tried by his
superiors for preaching heresy and
was suspended for six months, He
never came back to the church but
gathered foilowers by thousande, and
tcdny dissenters in Bweden are numer-
ous enough to threaten the very exist-
ence of the established cburch.

proflt in the heresy trials that are con-
ducted by tbe churches now-a.days
and the reason may probably be foumi
in the fact that too little attention s
paid to the necessary dlstinction be-
tween doctrinea that are eesential to
Christianfty and those which are not
looked upon as such. There are a great
many questions discussed which belopg
to a class of which Paulspeass when he
aske: *“*Why dost thou judge thy
brother?’* as if the account each ope

"has to give for bimeelf before a bigher

Judge were not sufficient, That s
church has a right and even is under
obligation to look to its members both
as regards their vlews and morals is not
to be denled. It would not be consis-

tent to retain In  the ghurch
people whe do Dot  peileve
in the resurrection for {nstap ce,

or the atonement, or who den

Jesus is the Christ. But w_{]e:‘xhﬁ
comes to mete speculative questions
and that on subjects not sufficiently
explained by tbe books accepted aethe
Divine oracles, then heresy declara.
tions are at variance with the spirit of
Chbristianity. And whew, as 8 gome.
times the cage, ihe eccleainstical ma-
chinery is set In motion hy envy or
otberlow motives, for the purposeof exe.
cuting aljeged Divine justice uppop g
morally good and honest, aithough
perbaps in some respectg mistaken fe]-
low- member, the spectacle presented ja
one to be viewed only with cstopigh.
ment and regret.

ILLEGAL VOTING.

[t 13 almost beyond belief 1hat g man
of general inteliigence, feasonably
well informed and living in ag atmgs-
phere fairly saturate i with law
formation could Enowingly be
of a viclation of a statute so g
to everybody as that relating ¢
tions. Tt is Dot an obecure or |
sible law in any degree and itg provi
sions are so plain that the Bvera ‘;
school boy would bave no troubje lfu
understanding it throughout, Yyg; We

any in-
guilty
miliar
0 elec-
nacoeas.

‘are confrooted with a case ju wpigh

the offending party votes tj
time—ag be himeell noively e?;,:;:g;
it, be voted every time he got a chance
—without possessing the Primary ganyg
chief requisite, that of cmzansh,i
The only excusesoffered are that thp;
law of the state he came lTom vermitled
itand be was igaorant of the ]ooal
law on the subject. He pleads guijty
ae to the acts ocomplained of but,_aeek-:
to justify himself as aforesald, the
fustification being of courge oue’thnt.
the courts cannct recelve,

The plea of ignorauce is not g shield
but it eometimes, when clearly
shown, operates In mitigation of the
sentence imposed. The faet that a
legal, bonest vote,one that shouly have
its full and fair wffect, is anpulled by
aly means, {8 too serious a matter to
be passed over casually or desit with
lightly, and the ignorance of the
offender must not only be olearly
establishbed bul ’ppear as the re-
sult of some misleading circumstance,
to justify a judge in exerclelng clem-
ency at all. It 18 A case such as rarely
ocours jn our midet, and this may
bave an ameliorating eftect toa.

In dealing witb the matter the poli-
tiosiof the offender do not figure at all.



