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I feel thankful, my brethren and
slsters, that I have the privilege,
with you, of assembling in this
place to worshlp God; and I feel
very thankfol that we are ableto
meet and worahip God In the way
that He has appointed; and that the
religion that we hove embraced is
no cunningly devized fable of man,
but is the very truth of the eternal
God and iias been esent down from
heaven in these latter times for our
benedt, for our guidsunce, snd for
out ealvation, if we will hearken to

" and obey it

TheGo: whom we worahlp s Dot
a God of our own Invention, but a
God who hes revealed Himself to
us, to a certain degree, and who has
pointed out to us the way in which
we shou!d walk, There Is a preva-
lent idea in tha world that all the
Qod there Is, is such a3 men have
framed and fazhloned in their own
minds. It istrus that ths people of
the earth 1n differcnt ages have im-
agined a great many things in re-

d to Deity., They bhave set up
ods of their own, worshipping
them according to their own nRo-
tions. Bug this fs not the case with
the pecple called Latter-day Baints,
They have not framed and fashion-
od a beipg to fall down before and
worship; but they have received
eommunication from a Divine Being
with lpstructions how they shonld
act, and those instractions form
their zeilgion. The leaders of this
Chureh have not invented the sys-
tem; but every principle conoected
therewith has beer revesled from
on high,

The God whom the Christlens”
worship i8 8 belng of their own ere-
atlon—if, indeed, there can be such
s belng a9 they geacribe him to be;
they have formed eertaln notions
concerning defty, and then they
have formulated those notlons jnto
articles of faith or religion. So with
the heathen.naticne, socalled, They
have forized idols of wood and stone;
others have chosen the heavealy
bodies, such as the sun, which re-
present to them certain gqualities
which they think deity shouid pos-
sess, Nob thatthe heathen nations
really and truly wotship the wood
or the etone, as such;but the images
which they set .up, or the objects
which they ndore merely deaw theic
attentfon to something behind and
above and greater than,those objecta,
8o with the Xoman Catholic,
When he bows down before the
image of the Virgin Matry, ot before
the image of the Bavior upon the
crozs, he does not profesa to worship
the pictute or the image; these are
merely methods to lead the mind to
gomething beyond what the nataral
eye sess, But then, these various
deitles which people worship are,
after all,'the emanation of their owan
minds; they nre gods of their own
jnvention. Herein liea the great
difference between the sects of
Christendom and of Leathen-
domnt, and the Church of Jesus Christ

-of Latter-day 8aints, Tha people of

this peculinr Church worship a
Boing who has to some extent man-
fested himself to them, and who
has fold them whst they
know concerning Him. And the
revelations He hes made to ua of
Himself, and of the Gospel of palva-
tion thut we have received have
been piven in this our day snd time
throungh men whom He Himself
has chosen for this purpose. Bo with
regard to the different ordinances
and doetrines of theChurch to which
we helong; and eo wlth out mode of
worship, and everything helonging
to our religion. It has all keen re-
vealed to uws, and wo accopt it as
having come from 2 higher source.
Our religion ooneists of that which
(God reveala to us, not of that which
we make ourselves and then offer to
Him. Bome people seem te have
the idea thaiGod ought to recelve
thelr worship, no mntier In what
way it is made; that He onght to
accept the ordiuances which they
administer or receive, no matter
what they may be; that all the wor~
ship which they ofler ought to be
accepted by Deity, no matter in
what shape or form it may be devie-
ed. Thins ia becauss the inhabitanta
of the earth donot understand the
true and living God and His ways.
The:Lord will not accept that which
He Himsslt bas et appointed; He

their own religious
doctrines, but thesze are not accepta-
ble to the Lord, neither is it reason-
able that He shonld be expected to
accept themn, When God manifests
himeelf to the inhabitants of the
earth and reveals to them truth,
and makes known to them ordinan-
ces, then the people ara .under obh-
gations to recelve that which God
has manifested; but God Almighty
is not under obligation tozceept that
which man has invented. It s troe
that the Jootrines which God has re-
vealed In these latter days are not
new, that they are not revezled for
the first time, becaure we ore living
iu the latterdays. In pirevions ages
of the world God manifested him-
galf and revealed to the inhsabitants
of the earth Hils ways and called
upon them to walk in Hls path;
and, therefors, a great many things
which (God has revesled to us may
ba found in the anclent Beripturea.
Holy men of old, called in the same
WwWay a3 men are in these daye, have
left on record some things which
God manifested to them; and they
are written In the Bibls and the
Book of hMormon, and In reacords
that have besn lozt, bnt swhich wiil
be brought forth fin this great and
last dispensstion of God’s merey to
man. Bo we may take up the back
called the Bible and read a great
many principles which have been
made manifest to us In our day; but
we do not take them from the
Bible or any of these records. We
receive them because God has re-
vealed them to une; and when we
open the Bible or any of the
books written by luspiration, and

which correspond to that which
He has reveaﬂd to usg, they sarve to
corroberate the living word of God
which has come down direct to ns
out of heaven.

The diflerent sects io Christen-
dom profess to take the Blble, the
Ol and New Testament, as thelr
gulde to =mlvation; and they say,
whatsoever i3 not found thereln and
cannnt be proved therohy is not to
be received ns an articie of faith,
That, in general terms, is one of the
princfples wilech rans through the
varlous *Christian” sacts, They
found their faith, or profees te, upon
the Bible. While we do not take
that position, while omr ‘falth fa not
tounded upon the Bible or on any
written book, whell wecompare the
Bible with what wo do believe,
what God has revcaled to us, we
find it corresponds; we find that
God is the same yesterday, to day
and forever. This Boock saye that,
and that his works are one eternal
round, Truth s not new; it may
ba revealed anew, and may bo new
to the people to whom it is revealed,
But there s only one plan of salva-
tion, one true and everlasting (Gos-
pel. Thatfgespel God revealed in
the beginning; that gospel God has
revealed at different times; and in
these latter days he has revealed
the same old gospel again in great
plainness, and prepared the way so
thet 21l people who desire the truth
may coma to the knowledge of it
withont being left io depend upon
books that were written hundreds
of years ago, He having poured out
upon man again the same epirit to
guide and direct them and toen-
able them to understand God snd
His purposees, that men had who
wrote the thinge contained in the
Bible or In any other inspired book
left on record. And herein is an-
other great difference between the
religion of the Latter-day Salnts
and all other religions in ths world.
We have a living feith, aliving
God, and the iiving word of God to
guid.e and direct us every day ofour
lives, When weread the Jetter of the
word of the Eord givan ages ago,
that has been handed dewn from

tire satisfaction of knowing that
the things which God has revealed
to ns were revealed to the anclents,
and that by recelving these things
they came to know (Jod, whom to
know is e eternal; aud we are
thereby encouraged to Imilate their
examples, and also to aveid the er-
rora which they fell into.

Now althoongh we do not base our
faith upon the Bible or any other
written work, yet at the sume time
there are no people wpoun the face of
the earth who believe so muech in
the sncred ecriptares left on record
and handed down to us, as do
the Latter-day Saints, Though we
are not dependent upon books for
our religion-—for our religion would
exist if there were no books In exist:

ene,at (he same tirge we manifest by

find written thereln many thiogs|Pp

generation to generation, we have]

truth is eternal without beginning
and without end; every principle of
truth aiways had an existence, and
when, therefore, I ary beginning of
our religion, I mean the bigioping
of the revelation to the people in
the day in which we life—whsn
our Teligion was firat revealed the
wotld was in ignorance concerning
God and His ways, It is true there
was & glimmering of light concern-
ing Hhn which wasoblained throuzh
reading the Bible ond other works
containing the ywritings of men
who in former tivies were tosome
exlent inspired. For the Inepiration
of God in olden times was not cou-
ficed to the men who wrote the
Jewish Beriptures. The Jewi-h
prophets revealed the word of God;
the holy msn of God who moved
among the people in that natlon
were ingpired from on high; but
God has permitted his Bpirit, which
is the light of truib, and which man-
ifests trath, to be red oat upon
all the inhabitgnts of the earth to
some extent; for in that they live
and move and have their balng, and
all people of any age, race or cona-
t1y who eoek unto God with an hon-
est heart in fervent prayer, dealring
truth and to ve tzught of God, wil)
be enlightened by Him. ‘hers
havs been inspired bards and rages
and poets, who have ottered words
of truth, words of inspiration con-
cerning things of which they had
been enlightened of God. And
many thiogs that such men wrote
have been recorded and handed
down, and scraps of them may be
fuun(famong all nations and pec-
les. As the Apostle Paul says,
“‘God hath made of one blood all na-
tions of men for to dwell on all the
face of the earth, and hath deter-
mined the times befors appointed,
and the bounds of their habitation;
that they should seek the Lord, if
baply they might feel after him,and
find him, though he be not far from
every one of us. For fn him we
live, and move and hava oor
being; as certsin a0 of youor
own poets have sald, “‘For we are
also hia offepring.” ‘ His spirit has
enlightened mankind In &}l ages to
a certain extent; for the apjrit of the
Liord, which gives light to the hu.
man uoderstanding i3 the spint by
w hich we live; it is the spirit of light;
It is the rpwit of life. And as
the Jight, that proceeds forth
from that glorions lumioary, the
sub, gives "light to the carth, and
also light to vegelation, and to man
and beast, so the spirit of Him
who created us has been poured out
upoa all people, and upon™wi-ani-
mated things; indeed, we are told
in the revelations of God, that the
light; which lights oor eyes is
through Him that enlighteneth onr
understandings, and is8 the eame
light that proceeds from the bosom
of God, and that fills the immensity
of apace; that it fa the aame light
that lightens every man that com.
eth into the world—the Jew, the
Gentlle, the bond and the fres. We
are told, that ®ihers i3 o epirit in
man and the inspliation of the Al-
mighty giveth them understand-
Ing.”? This {a that apirit. It is the
light of Chriat?‘ it is the light of God.
It is the life of our bodies, snd it Is
alzo the Hght of our minds. This
epirit is not conflned to ons race of
people, or to ons conntry, or to one
age or generation, but it is nniver-
sal; itls of Him in whom we live
and move and have our being, Itis
the true light that lighteth every
man that cometh into the world,
And if all men wounld te guided by
that natural Ight, thst natoral
inspiration which gives them under-
standlng, snd by which they exiat,
they would be guided directly to
Him who is the fountala of all Jight;
they wounld then bo in & conditicn
to be communicated with by Him
who is their Maker and Creator, But
the Inhabitants of the esrth have
been from the beginniog prone to
walic In the ways of darknees rather
than in'the light, becaure, as Jesuws
explained i, “‘their deeds are evil.”
This is the reason why there s so
much ignorance in the world con-
cerning God and Hia waya.

When the Lord, at diffarent times,
has ralsed up men who sought Him,
who learned of Himp, and who put
themselves In such a cordition that
He could communi:ate with thewm,
aud through them to the rest of
mankind, geoerally speaking, thoss
men have been deapised and reject.
el by.the muititnde, The. great
maseses of the pecple have gone
downward in error and darknees; it
has been hard for them fo walk in

calied to bs speciul witnesses of the
Almighty fo a fallen world, have
met with cruel and Inhuman treat-
ment from thoze to whom they
were sent, They have generally
been persecated; they have been
put to death in many instances in
the most ignominious manner; they
have heen beheaded; they have been
torn avunder; they have been cast
into fernscee and Into dens of wild
beaste, and in order o esecape mal-
treatment they have roamed hiils
and mountains, conceallng them-
selves in dens and caves of the
esrth; men bearing a heavenly mes-
rage, 8 message fraught with peace
and good will to all men, a message
too, involving their eternal welfare
and happiness. This 13 the reason
why there has been so much igoo-
rance in the world concerning God;
and 1t 1 in conseguence of thelr dis-
otedience, in consequence of their
wlckedness, in consequence of their
Jove for darkness rather than light,
in contequence of thelr choceingihe
things that come from beneath ia
preference to things that come from
alove. For there are two opposing
apirits or inflnences npon the earth,
Just as there are Hght and darkoess.
They cannnt dwell together; they
always wers and always will be at
war one with another, but one flres
awsy at the approach of the other,
as when the light of the morning
beams forth over the hill topa, dark-
ne:s flees away.

The Inhabitants of the earth have
heen willing to be led by the Infla-
ence of darkness; for there is a
spirit of darkness npon the earth sa
well as the spirit of light, which
leads to death =s surely and certain-
ly B8 the apirit of light leads ta life.
In the beginning God gave to man
his agency, leaving him to chooee
elther light or darkneas, truth or er-
ror, as he might please. When
men choose to receive the }ight of
truth, the spirit of truth prompts
them todo good, batit does not
force them to do <o; it is gentle and
kind, and will enlighten andg bless ir
people are willing to receive and act
upgon its promptings; but If men
choose to walk in thelr own ways,
they are at liberty to do so without
les or hindrance, so far as the spirii
of light foroing iteelf upon them to
compel them to walk in the way of
aﬁid, is concerned, The Inhab-
itants of the earth generally have
choren to walk in the paths which
lead to death; they haveghozen that
which iz evil and loved it, rather
than that which is good; therefore,
they have not been led uwpward to
the Bouoree of light, or been able to
ooromunicate with Him.

When our Heavenly Father com-
menced this work with which you
and I are identified, the world was
In darkness and without knowladge
concerning God, There was a littie
glimmering of light among them
concerning som¢ thinga pertaining
to God which men had read about
in the Bible; and there were some
individuale ;in other generatlons
who, searching sfter truth, obtained
some comprehension of the prinel-
ples of truih, but they knew not
(Fod nor the ways of God. There
wasnodefinile knowledgein this age
vepcerning Deity until God man-
ifested bimself 10 the Pro-
phet Joseph Bmith in His own
pereon and by His 8on. Joseph saw
the Lord and beard the heavenly
voice, saying, “This is my Beloved
Bon, hear ye Him:” and he was in-
struoted hy the ministration of per-
sonages direct from the presence of
Deity,in regard to the things of God.
50 that when he came to lay the
foundatfon or this work, he did not
attempt tolay it accordiog to his
own notlons and Ideas, or according
to that which he had read i booke,
or that which he Lad pondered
over, of that which he or other men
had invented; but he made known
to others what God revealed to him.
And when hs bore testimony that
God llved, that Jesms who died on
Calvery was the Bon of God, he
testified of that which he knew, ba-
canse these Divine beings had mani-
ferted themaalvea to nim.

Joseph 8mith was given 0 under-
stand of the existence of a certain
record written by men who, in for-
mer tinies, in like manner had re-
celved the word of &God npon this
continent, The place of it exls-
tence was alao shown to him, and
bhe was inepired of God to translate
that record jnto the English lan-
guage. Now, Joseph Smith In
performing that great work receiv.
ed, coutinually,” evidence of the dl-
vioe origin ¢f what hs wrote or

vealed to him by the power of th

Lord God that he might translate |

into our language. 82 in regard tuJ
the revelations given to th'

Church, and concernlng every doc

trine and principle pertaining to ouL ;
faith. They did not spring frora){
his thoughte, they were not the pry-|

daet of his mind; but they were ri-
vealed to him by the ministration ¢f]
holy angels, and by the taspiration
of tbat Bpirit which gives fight to]{
the noderetanding. For he received] §
blessings to a greater degres than
are poured out commonly upon thél{!
children of men, as was the cazel{
witn other meon anclently who werob "
called to perform 8 special work; his | 1*
miod was enlightened far beyond | I
the condition of his fellow-men, fo {1
God bestowed npon him at the prc | |®
per time the gitt of the Holy Ghost, |
by which he, as weil as men an

cienfly, understocd and epokoe An
wrote the mind and will of Gocl[®
And Joseph Bmith Jearned how to
obtain that glorfous and heavenly ¢
gitt not only for himeelf but fer ki
others, and he was enabled toinit!
stract the inbabitanis of the earth }i
how they coanld obtain it, how they |
could come to a knowledge of the &
truth for themeelves, and commune §+
with God for themselver; how they .'
could obtaln & knowledge of His ex{ |
istence through this heavenly yift, |
30 that they might he guided in His k
ways and koow that they were M
walking in His paths, Joseph counli
not find this ont in and of himself; §{
it was revealed to him from ou ki
high; and so with every doctrine l

and principle, every ordinance and
commandment that 38 in the
Courch of Jesus Christ of Latter
day Baints,

Now although this religlon is di
vine, coming from Ged direct, it 1
not a myeterious religion as rome
suppote, Itisvery plaln, very sim

ple and very easy to be nnderstood.
All peaple upon the face of the earth
may comprehend it; it may . be
brought down to the understanding
of the weakest of all races; all may !
learn and comprehend thoee simple
principles by whieh they may come
to a knowledye of God and be taught,
of Him, and by which they msy,
take that course which is right in !
His sight,

The first prinelple of true religion
fs faith. Jesue Chbrist Says, * Exeept |
4 man be born again he cannot eee
the Xingdom of God.” This s verily
s0. All people must be*born again” |
to be able to sze the XKingdom of

God, or to be able to comprehend
the ways of the Lord, Is this &
mystery? No, it is plain and eastly
understcod when we get the spirit |
and light of God upon 1t.  Jesne said|
also, “Except &2 man be born of the
water and of the spirit, he cannoct
enter into the Kingdom of God.” A
change must take place in the hu- |
man heart. Men must firat be born
of the word of God which lives and |
abides for ever. As the Apostle

Peter saye,*being borm again,noet of
corruptivie eeed, but of incorropti-
ble, by the word of Qod, which Jiv-
eth and abideth forever.” The’
Apostle James says, “O! his own,
will begat He us with tbhe word of;
truth.” and again- we read #Faith
cometh by hearing, the word of
God.” God’s way is thie: He calis
men who are fitted for Hix work and
insplres them, and endows them
with anthority to represent Him,
and sends them forth to presch
the word of God. When they bear I
thelr testimopy to pecple who are

honest In tkeir hearte, who i

desire the truth and who wish to
know of God, the Holy B8pirlc that
is In the servants of God, the Spirit
accompanyivg the word spoken by
authority, enters the hearts of such
people, and they ure born of the |
word of God so that they can see
and comprehend the truth, A
change Is wrought npon them by
the power and influence of divine
truth, by which they are sbie to res
tho truth a3 the spaaker sees it; the
word spoken by the gift and power
of God carries conviotion to the -
heart, and they at once begin to
recognize the authority of Him who |
tmparts the words of jife to them,
They are born of the word and are
ahle to see and understand to a cer-
tain degree, their faith and their
ideas having been quickened
by the po xer of God. The light and
o finence of the Holy Ghost radia-
ting and proceeding from the inspir-
ed spealer, accompanies his word,
As his testimony is borne ander the |
influence of the Holy (Ghost and by
authority from o high, conviction
eefces hold of the peopleand if thew



