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I1 feel thankful my brethren and
sisters that I1 have the privilege
with you of assembling in ehgthis
place to worship god and I1 feel
very thankful that we are able to
meetmeat and worship god in the wawayy
that hohe has appointed and that the
religion that we have embraced is
no cunningly devised tabletabie of man
but Isia the very truth of the eternal
god and has been sent down from
heaven in these latter times for our
benefit for our guidance and for
our salvationsalsai itif we will hearken to
and obey it

the god whom wo worship Is not
a god of our own invention but a
god who has revealed himself to
us to a certain degree and who has
pointed out to usua the VwayAY in which
wowe aboudabou d wallwalk there Isia a preva-
lent idea in the world that all the
god there is is such as men have
framed and fashioned in their own
minds it is true that the people of
the earth in different ages have im-
agined a great many things in re
sardgard to daltydaliy they have set up
godsardodb of their own worshippingworshipping
them according to their own no
eions but this Is not the case with
the people called latter day saints
they have not framed and fashion-
ed a being to fall down before and
worshipwora biphip but they have received
communication from a divine being
with instructions how they should
sotact and those instructions form
their relfreifreligiongionglon the leaders of this
church have not invented the sys-
tem but every principle connected
therewith has been revealed from
on high

the god whom thetho chrischristiansfians P

worship is a being of their own cre-
ation if indeed there can be such
a being as they cidescribe him to be
they havenave formed certain notions
concerning deity and then they
have formulated those notions into
articles of faith or religion so with
the heathen nations so called they
have formed idols of wood and stone
others have chosen thetha heavenly
bodies such as the sun which ro
preben ttoto them certain qualities
which they thuinli deity should pos-
sess not that the heathen nations
really and truly worship thetha wood
or the stone as such but the images
which they betset up or the objects
which they adore merely draw their
attention to something behind and
above and greater than those objectobjectsa
so with the roman catholic
when he bows down before the
imagoimage of the virgin mary or before
the image of thothe savior upon the
crocroascrossas he does not profess to worship
the picture or the image these are
merely methods to lead the mind to
something beyond what the natural
eye sees but then thossthess various
deities which people worship are
after alitheallail thetho emanation of their own
minds they are gods of their own
invention herein lieslles the great

between the sects of
christendom and of heathen-
dom and the church of jesus christ
of0 f latter day saints the people of
tthishis peculiar church worship a
Bboingbeingeing who hashaa to some extent man
I1fasted himself to them and who
has told them what they
know concerning him and the
revelations he has made to usue of
himself and of the gospel of salva-
tion that we have received have
been given in this our day and time
through men whom he himself
hashns chosen for this purpose sobo with
regard to the different ordinances
and doctrines of theChurch to which
we belong and soeo with our mode of
worship nudund everything belonging
to ourcur religion it has allail been re-
vealed to us and wowe accept it as
having come from 0 higher source

our religion consists of that which
god reveals to us not of that which
we makomabe ourselves and thenthon offer to
him bomesome people seem to have
the idea that bodgod ought to receive
their worship no matter in what
way it is made that he ought to
accept the ordinances which they
administer or receive no matter
what they may bobe that allail the wor-
ship which they ought to be
aceacceptedaepleid by Ddeltydeityty no mmatterater in
whwhatateshapeha or form it may be devisdevie
ed Tthishi Tlaa because the inhabitants
of the earth do not understand the
true and living god and hishibIs ways
thefordTheLord will not accept thatat which
he hnhasartP0 lielleH

will not acknowledge that which he
has not revealed the

inhabitants of the earth are of
course at liberty to devise modes
of worship and they may frame
their own religious tenets and
doctrines but these are not accepta-
ble to the lord neither 13 it reason-
able that he should be expected to
accept them when god manifests
himself to the inhabitants of the
earth and reveals to them truth
and makesmahos known to them ordinan-
ces then the people are under obli-
gations to receive that which god
has manifested but god almighty
Is not under obligation to accept that
which man has invented it Is true
that the doctrines which god has re-
vealed in these latter daysdasa are not
new that they are not revealed for
the first time backmo wowe oreare living
in the latter days in ages
of the world god manifested him-
self and revealed to thobho inhabitants
of the earth hishla ways and called
upon them to walk in hlahib path
and therefore a great many things
which god haahas revealed to us may
beba found in the ancient scriptures
holy men of old called in the same
way as men are in these days have
left on record somebome things which
god manifested to them and they
are written in the biblenible and the
book of mormon and in records
that have been loatlost but which will
be brought forth inein this great and
last dispensation of gods mercymerey to
man so we may take up the book
called the bible and read a great
many principles which have been
made manifest to us in our day but
we do not take them from the
bible or any of these records we
receive them because god has re-
vealed them to us and when we
open the bible or any of the
books written by inspiration and
find written therein many things
which correspond to that which
he has revealed to us they serve to
corroborate the living word of god
which has comedowncomecomo down direct to us
out of conven

the different sects in christen
dom profess to take the bible the
old and newnow Tttestament as their
guide to salvation and they say
whatsoever isia not found therein and
cannot bobe proved thereby Is not to
be received as an article of faith
that in general terms is one of the
principles which nunsruns through the
various christian sects they
found their faith or profess to upon
the bible while wowe do not take
that position while ouroar faith laia not
founded upon the bible or on any
written book when we compare the
bible with what wowe do believe
what god has revretrevealedcaled to usno we
find it corresponds we find that
god is the same yesterday to day
and forever thisthia book says that
and that his works aroare one eternal
round truth isia not new it may
be revealed anew and may bobe new
to the people to whom it is revealed
but there is only one plan of salva-
tion fisonsone true and everlasting gos-
pel thathat gospel god revealed in
the beginning that gospel god haghas
revealed at different times and in
these latter daysdaya hohe hashag revealed
the bame oldoid gospel again in great
plainness and prepared the way so
that all people who desire the truth
may comocoma to the knowledge of it
without being left to depend upon
books that were written hundredseds
of years ago he having poured out
upon man again the same spirit to
guide and direct them and to en-
able them to understand god and
eilsefla purposes that men had who
wrote the things contained in the
bible or in any other inspired book
leftiett on record and herein Isia an-
other great difference between the
religion of thetha latter day saints
and all other religions in the world
we have a living falthfaith a living
god and thothe living word of godgad to
guide and direct us every day olourofour

wowe read the letter of the
word of the lord given ages ago
that has been handed down from
generation to generationgenerations we have
the satisfaction of knowing that
the things which god has revealed
to us were revealed to the ancients
and that by receiving these things
they camecamo to know god whom to
know 13 life eternaleterna1 and we are
thereby encouraged to imitate their
examples and alsoaiso to avoid the er-
rors which they fell into

now riidilthoughalthough wowe do not base our
faith upon the bible or any other
written work yet at thetho same time
there are no people upon the face of
thetho earth who believe so much in
thetho sacred left on record
and handed down to us asa do
the latter day saints though we
are not dependdependententont upon books for
our religion for our religion would
exist if there were no beokabooks in exist
roceal iloilethoiho sams timourme we bybi

our works that we have more faith
lain the bible than the people who
profess to base thedrtheir faith upon it

at the beginning ofef our religionif
may use that term but really there

Is13 no beginning for it 1iss true and
truth tois eternal without beginning
and without end every principle of
truth always had an existence and
when therefore I1 eaybay beginning of
our religion imbeauI1 meanmeau the blbi ginning
of the revelation to the people in
the day in which we live when
our religion was first revealed the
world was in ignorance concerning
goigot and his ways it laIs true there
was a glimmering of light concern
inghem which waswaa obtained through
readingreareactingdinc the bible and other works
containing the writings of men
who in former times were to bomesome
extent inspired for thothe inspiration
of god in olden times was not con-
fined to the men who wrote the
jewish scriptures the jewljesihh
prophets revealed tho word of god
the holyholymanmen of god who moved
among the people in that nation
were inspired from on ilifithighgb butgod hahas permitted biahla spirit which
laIs the light of truth and which man
infests truth to be poured outoat upon
all the inhabitinhabitantsats of the earth to
some extent forr in that they live
and move and have their being and
allnil pepiepeoplepepla of any nuesue race or coun-
try who seekheek unto god with an hon-
est heart in fervent prayer dealydesiringinglug
truth and to bobe taught of god will
be enlightened by him there
have been inspired bards and sages
and poetsposts who have uttered words
of truth words of inspiration con-
cerning things of which they hadharl
been enlightened of god andmany things that such men wrote
have been recorded and handed
down and scraps of them maybemay be
found among all nations and peopec
plespies As the apostle paul says
god hathbath made of one blood all na-

tions of men for to dwell on all the
face of the earth and bath deter
mined the times before appointed
and the bounds of their habitation
that they should seek the lord if
haply they might feel after dimand
find him though he be not far from
every one of us for in him we
live and move and have our
being as certain aisoalso of your
own poets have saidbaid for we are
also his offspring his spirit has
enlightened mankind in nilnii ages to
a certain extent for the spirit of the
lord which gives light to the hu
man understanding laJs the spirit by
aichI1 we live it is the spirit of light
it 19igis19 the spirit of life and wa
the light that proceeds forth
from that glorious luminary the
sungun gives light to the earth and
also light to vegetation sudaud to man
and beastbeart so the spirit of him
who created us has boenbeen poured out
upon all people and nauanuaaU ani-
mated things indeed we are told
in the revelations of god that the
light which lights our eyes is
through him that eneth our
understandings and is the samecame
light that proceeds from the bosom
of god and that fills the immensity
of space that it is the same light
that lightens every man that corn-
eth into thothe world the jew the
gentile the bond and the free we
are told that there Is a spirit in
man and the inspiration of the Aal-mightyig t g votvet them understand-
ing this Is that spirit it lalathethe
light off christ it is the light of god
it is thee life of our bodiesbodbad ie and it Is
also the light of our minds this
spirit is not confined to one race of
people or to one country or to one
age or generation abutbut it Is univer-
sal it is of him in whom we live
and move and have our being it is
the true light that ligh teth every
manmau that cometh into the world
and if all men would be guided by
that natural light hatthat natural
inspiration which gives them under-
standing andaud by which they existexists
they would be guided directly to
him who is the fountain of all light
they would then bobe in a condition
to beba communicated with by him
whowhy is their maker and creator but
the inhabitants of the earth have
been from the beginning prone to
walk in the ways of darkness rather
than in the light because as jesus
explained itits their deeds are evil
thiathis is the reason why there is so
much ignorance in thothe world con-
cerning god and hiahla ways

when the lord at different times
has raised up men who boughtsought him
who learned of him and who put
theasethemselvesves in such a condition that
he could with them
and through them to the rest of
mankind geoegenerallyrallyraily spspeakingening those
men have been despised and reject-
ed by the multitude the great
masses of thetha people have gone
downward in error and it
haslias hoeaboea hard for ihornthom to trails lain

that straight and narrow path
which leadsleada upward to light to in-
telligencetellitolligence to purity to the presence
of him who is the author of truth
and therefore the vast majority of
the servantsts of godshogod who have been
called to be special witnesses of the
almighty to a fallen world have
met with cruel and inhuman treat-
ment from those to whom they
were sent they have generally
been persecuted they have been
put to death in many instances in
the mosimost ignominious manner they
have been be headed they have been
torn asunder they have been cast
into furn leesices and into dens of wild
beasts and in order to escape mal-
treatment they have roamed hills
and mountains concealing them-
selves in dens and caves of the
earth men bearing a heavenly mes-
sage a message fraught with peace
and good will to all men a message
too involving their eternal welfare
and happiness this Is the reason
why there hashag been soBO much igno-
rance in the world concerning god
and it laIs in consequence of their dia
obedience in-consequence of their
wickedness in consequence of their
love for darkness rather than light
in consequence of their choosing the
things that comocome from beneath in
preference to things that come from
woveWsoveove for there are two opposing
spirits or influences upon the earth
just as there are light and darkness
they cannot dwell together they
always were and always will bebeatat
war one with another but one flees
away at the approach of the other
as when the light of the morning
beams forth oerovero er the hill tops dark
nevanes flees away

the inhabitants of the earth have
been willing to be led by the inala
ence of darkness for there Is a
spirit ofif darkness upon the earth as
well as the spirit of light which
leads to death as surely and certain
ly as the spirit of light leadslends to life
in the beginning god gave to man
his agency leaving him to choose
either light or darkdarknessnearneaz truth or er-
ror as he might please when
men choose to receive the ightigat of
truth the of truth prompts
them to do good but it does not
force themhem to do roPO it is gentle and
kind and will enlighten and bless if
people are willing to receive and act
upon its but if men
choose to walk in their own ways
they are at liberty to do so without
ietlet or hindrance so far as the spirit
of light forcing itself upon them to
compel them to walk in the way of
the liardebru Isia concerned the inhab-
itants odthethe earth generally have
choschoseneh to walk in the paths which
lead to death they havechosen that
which isia evil and loved itsityit rather
than that which isia good therefore
they have not been led upward to
the source of light or been able to
communicate with him

when our heavenly eathereathen com-
menced this work with which you
and I1 are identified the world was
in darkness and without knowledge
concerning god there was a little
glimmering of light among them
concernconcerningng some things pertaining
to god which men had read about
fathelathein the biblebibie and there were some
individuals jain other generations
who searching after truth obtained
somebome comprehension of tho princi-
ples of truth burtheybut they knew not
god nor the ways of god there
was nodefinite knowledgeknowledgeinelnin thi age
concerning deity until god man

himself to the pro-
phet joseph smith in his own
person and by his son joseph saw
the lord and heard the heavenly
voice sayingbaying this is my beloved
son hear ye himhlin and he was jna
struttedted by the ministration of per-
sonages direct from the presence of
Deltyin regard to the things of god
so60 that when he came to layjay the
foundation of this work hebe did not
attempt to lay it according to his
own notions and ideas or according
to that which he had read inia books
or that which he had pondered
over or that which he or other men
had invented but he made known
to others what god revealed to him
and when heha bore testimony that
god lived that jesus who died on
calvery was the boneon of 0godadibehe
testified of that which he kneanaww bs5
causecauso these divinedivino beings had mani-
festedtested thombthoma olvesaives to him

joseph smith was given to under-
stand of the existence of a certain
record written by men who in for-
mer times in like manner had re-
ceived the word of god upon this
continent the place of its exis-
tence was also shownhown tohto himimandand
hoaashe was Inspireinspireddofdooof god to translate
that record into the english lan-
guage now joseph smith in
performing that great work receive
ed continually evidence of the dlat
tineting of whaiwhat hsils wrote or

1

caused others to write it was notno
the emanation of his own brain ojor
something that he had con
coated but was the work
of the lord as written by thethi
servants of god in ancient times rolre
healed to him by the power of the
lord god that hebe might translate it
into our language Ssa in regard tooto
the revelations given to thisthib
church and concerning every docdoe I1

trine and principle pertaining to ouiour
faithfalth they did not spring from
his thoughts they were not the prodpro
duetduct of hlahis mind but they were re-
vealed to him by the ministration olof
holy angels and by the inspiration
of that spirit which gives light tatc
the understanding for he received
blessings to a greater degree thantharl
are poured out commonly upon the
children of men as was the case
wlwittita other men anciently who werd
called to perform a special work his
mind was enlightened far bayonbeyondd
the condition of his fellow men foforfox
god bestowed upon him at the pro
per time the gifgitgiltt of the holy ghost t

by which hebe as wellweli as men an-
ciently

an-
cientlyclent ly understood and spoke amand
wrote the mind and will of godigodl11

and joseph smith learned how tota
obtain that glorious and heavenlyheaven ij
gittgilt not only for himself but forfer
others and he was enabled to in
struck the inhabitants of the earth
how they could obtain it how they
could climbcome to a knowledge ofboff thethea
truth for themselves and commune
with god for themselves how they
could obtain a knowledge of his ex-
istence through thistuia heavenly gittvitt
so that they might hebe guided in hia
ways and know that they were
walking in his paths joseph could
not find this out in and of himself
it was revealed to him from on
high and soBO with every doctrine
and principle every ordinance and
commandment that is in the
church of jesus christ of latter
day saints i inow although this religion Is dl
vine coming from god direct it is14

not a mysterious religion as romeiome
supsupposebuppoheoie it ery plain very sim-
ple and very easy to be understood

1

all people upon the face of the earth
may comprehend it it may be
brought down to the understanding
of the weakest of all races all may
learn and comprehend those simple
principles by which they may come
to a knowledge of god and be taught
of him and by which they may
take that course which is right in
his sight f

j

the first principle of true religion
Is faith jesus christ bayssays gcexcept
a man be born again be cannot beesee
the kingdom of god this Is verily
soBO all people must be borncaborn again
to bobe able to see the kingdom of
godgodi or to be able to comprehend
the ways of the lord Is this a
mystery Nno0 it 1ia plain and easily
understood wwhenbenhen weve get the spspiritI1rit
and lightligh tof god upon it jesus saidbaid
also 16 except a man beba born of the
water and of the spirit he cannot
enter into the kingdom of god A
change must take place in the hu-
man heart men must first be born
of the word of god which lives and
abides for ever As the apostlepeter says beingbaing born again not of
corruptible beedseed but of incorrupti-
ble by the word of god which liv-
eth and aideth forever the
apostle jsmesjames saystays of his own
will begat he us with the word of
titruthuth and again we read faith
cometh by hearingbearing the word of
god godagods way is this he calls
men who are fitted for his workandhand
inspires them and endows them
with authority to represent him
and sends them forth to preach
the word of god when they bearhear
their testimony to people mhdwho are
honest in their hearts who
desire the truth and who wish to
know of god the holy spirit that 1
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is in the servants of god the spirit 4
i

accompanying the word spoken by I1

authority enters the hearts of suesucsuehsuchh ji
people and they are born of tilthee
word of god soBO that they can see
and comprehend the truth A
change isia wrought upon them by
the power and influence of divine
truth by which they are able to feesee 1

thothe truth as the speaker sees it the
word spoken by wethe gift and power
of god carries conviction to thiothe
heart and they at once begin to
recognize the authority of him who
imparts the wordawords of life to themthey are born of the word and are
able to eleandalid understand to a cer-
tain degree their faith and theirmasideas having been quickened
by the poyerpo verxer of god the tight and
influence of the holy ghost radia-
ting and proceeding from the inspir-
ed speaker accompanies his wordWord
As his testimony is borne under the
influence of the holy ghost and by
authority from on high conviction
eelena hold of the people lund it11 themthuy


