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will leave little to be desired A novel
idea Is the giving of three afternoons
to producing original manuscripts by
american composers american music
Is to hawehave marked attention through-
out the exposition

the congress of music
der the guidance of mr homer moore
will be a great educational factor
prominentenit people throughout the land
will read essays on music and discuss
various musical topics with players
and singers of note to illustrate all
programs the greatest ensemble ef-
fects will be produced by the choral
numbers and glees which have been in
consconstant rehearsal for months under
mr taomas J kellys artistic direc-
tion the opening days music will go
down in history as one of the bright
days in american music

mrs brisbaneBris bajie music editor of the
musical times has given her contin-
ued interest to mr kimballsKim balls musical
plans and having a very broad ac-
quaintance in both the musical and lit-erary world has been of invaluable as-
sistancesi and will continue her interest
officially during the exposition months

LETTER FROM

beyroutyBeyrouth april 17 1898
according to 2 samuel 8 65 6 we find

that damascus was conquered by king
david it is a very ancient citychy the
oxoriginagin at the city is not now known
but that it is a very old city is made
plain by the many legends afloat con-
cerning its origin and of the great men
that have lived in or around the city
adam abel noah elijah and many
more modern prophets are saldsaid by

edans to have been reresidentsidentabellof sham the blood of righteous abel
tois suldsaid to have been spilt on the hill-
side north of sham and as an evidence
the red ledges there are shown which
are said to have been stained by his
innocent blood

the country around sham for miles
is one grand orchard filled with olive
fig and apricot trees there are of
course others but they are in the
minority largely A few apples may
be seen but they do not do well here
but in the high mountains of the anti
lebanos they are said to do well A
few pears and a few plums may be
selenseen pomegranates are also quite
plentiful peaches are here but not
plentiful almond trees do well and
the fruit is eaten as soon as it is well
formed long before it is ripe vege-
tables peculiar to the orient are found
here in great quantities

after visiting the different shrines
and curiosities of the ancient city and
after attending to some business
matters relating to our mis-
sion we left sham one beautiful
morning on the beyrodt damascus and
chauran railroad for beyrodtBeyrout the
road is built up the barada river clean
to its source in the anti lebanon
where it crosses a summit and leads
into the valley of the becala the
train winds along this stream through
charming dellsdella and well watered or

now and again some an-
cient ruin or bringing in view some
thrillthrillinging mountain scenery many
planes the arabs may be seen woworkingaking
their lands in their primitive way men
women and donkeys the whole family
at work at something villages were
formed at frequent intervals either in
the canyon or on the mountain side
for the mountains where soil is found
are very fertile and ahe climate here
tois delightful grapes and mulberry
trees grow in great abundance

in the anti lebanon are found many
fine valleys where cattle goats and
sheep are found grazing in great num-
bers mount hermon to the left or
rather west of the city of sham waswaa
quite white with snow even this late
bowing the snow fall to have been

very heavy this winter has been very
cold all over turkey and syria and
many people have in consequence suf-
fered a great deal the railroad afterr
making a long curve towards the north
turns suddenly west and soon lands itin
the valley of el benaia this rich
and broad valley is very fertile but is
cultivated much in the same way aa
the rest of syria with the exception
that a good part of the land is laid out
into mulberry groves for silk culture

after crossing the valley of el
bakala the road leads up to lebanon
at a very steep grade so steep is the
grade that the ordinary locomotive is
insufficient whwherefore the company
has had to put on the cog wheel sys-
tem consisting of a third rail in the
middle which is a cog rail into which a
wheel of the engine is made to fit
thus keeping the drive wheels from
switching with this assistance the
locomotive does fairly good work and
the speed is reasonable when the
grade is considered on both sides
of the lebanon the view is most beau-
tiful to the east and southeast one
obtains a birds eye view of the benaia
with the anti lebanon and hermon on
the background on the hill sides
are fine vineyards and odd looking
villages toward the top snow capped
peaks and cool air looking along the
mountain side pure little streams of
water can be traced from their source
trickling over the rocks and winding
their way into the litany and thence
into theoe mediterranean

after reaching the summit 1487
meters above the sea level one soon
catches a glimpse of the
nean whose broad expanse tois like a
huge glass spread out before the eye
at the base of the mountain lies bey
rout with its orchards to the east its
harbors and ships to the north and
a huge sand hill to the south de-
scendingsc the east slope of the moun-
tain the scenery tois ever changing the
train seems as though it tois going care-
lessly down the mountain slope look-
ing one way and one may see a whole
mountainsidemountain side laid out in well culti-
vated vineyards on the other mul-
berries olive groves apricots apple
peach and plum trees may be seen
growing many of which are just put-
ting forth their bloom others just
pushing forth their leaves and forevery mile one descends the change
of climate and of springtime is quite
perceptible pinion pine and cedars
are seen here and there in large
groves and among all this vegeta-
tion may be seen villages old and
new summer resorts of all styles an-
cient and modern every hill and
every valley seems covered with
houses on the very mountain ridges
on the peaks everywhere buildings
are seen and cultivation of the soil Is
takinglakind place some three and four thou-
sandnd feet above sea level yet within
five miles of the sea

the sight made a lasting impression
on our minds it was one of the most
pleasant days of our travel the eve
never tired for turn where you would
the attention was called to something
new in nature and its gift as well as
in the works of man that had been
spent on that historical mount for
centuries the people have seen their
days of pleasure and their day of pain
as98 well many a bloody battle has
been fought on those hills and many a
brave soldier has lost his life in the
defense of his native hill no one
need wonder why it is so well loved
by all for its advantages are many
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A GOLDEN WEDDING

may 28 181898S
A very enjoyable event waswaa had here

today in the celebration of the golden

wedding of alexander and jane A
melville this honorable couple were
residents of nauvoo at the time of the
death of the prophet joseph and hy-
rum and shared the trials incident to
those times they came on to utah in
1852 and built them a house in provo
and in 1853 were called to strengthen
the new settlement of fillmore they
arrived here with two little children
the youngest being hon james A mel-
ville who had been brought on from
iowa where during the exodus he
first saw the light packed in a wicker

I1 basket yesterday there were gathered
to do loving reverence to this agel
couple about sixty of their spring

tables were spread with the good
and substantial things of life upon the
lawn outside their cottage home at
which about one hundred persons ate
and smiled and congratulated them
selves and all around them upon the
propitious event in the center of the A

table was a towering brides cake orof
nichhicha all partook and at its head sat
the revered couple surely itif matchesmatche
are made in heaven this one has been
sanctified on earth by a life of love and
peace and there was the same old
fifty years ago tender solicitude for
each others comfort that hashaa charac-
terized their whole journey of life
maomany whiter heads of fewer years
were gathered at that board for this
aged couple have only a wrinkling
of grey amongst the hairs on their
venevenerablerEuble heads

the brass band was out to make
music and enjoy the feast for brother
melville has been an honored
man for many years soas wateroaster
a selectman and a bishop of a ward

the aged friends recounted
reminiscences to his honor and thothe
young folks made music and pleasing
song to smooth along the journey of
eternal union and peace A BIRD

IN THE EUROPEAN MISSION

millennial star may 19 1898
arrivals the following named mis

sionaries from zion arrived in liver-
pool may 13 1898 per american line
steamer Wa esland for the british
mission J fred daynes william R
plummer jane R plummer salt lake
city henry john west portage
joseph H painter logan for the
german mission conrad walz rexbex
bursburg idaho C C richards jr BR 31
wilson A L scoville ogden william
bailey T C winn nephi for the
swiss mission godfrey alderaider conrad
keller manti samuel
teton idaho for the scandinavian
mission netsnels monson east jordan
john H quist jonah johnson jacob
christensen big cottonwood T 1

Snowsnowvilleville idaho andrew
M anderson sigurd NX C christen-
sen lyman idaho for iceland
ballder johnson cleveland A C
lund of ephraim utah came with
the company as a visitor to GergermanyMADY

releasesrelea and Appointments Solomon
E smith has been honorably released
from laboring as a traveling elder in
the london conference to return homeham
june 9 18981899

T H cartwright has been honorably
released from presiding over the nott-
ingham conference to return home
june 18 1898

joseph W stringfellow of the zionajon
don conference has been appointed to
preside over the nottingham confer-
ence
JT fred daynes hasbas been appointed

to labor as a traveling elder in thothe
norwich conference

william R plummer and tanejane it
plummer have been appointed to laborlaboc
in the london conference

henry john has been appointed to
labor as a traveling elder in 01tor lefft
conference ftA iiC

joseph H painter has been appointed
to labor as a traveling elder in ththe
nottingham conference


