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1 y escape toth ose powerful tempha

biousons that are approaching the
cloudoud is gathering in blackness
YOUxou seegee what were the results

kirtlandaland of this spirit of spec-ula
waon thereforerhe take warning

what did we come here for we
brae to build up zion not to build
vap babylon the voice of the al

4 mightygaty called us out from the midst
ofr confusion which ie16 babylon to
formaaval a union and a lovely brother-
hood in hinhchieh we should love one
motheranother as we love ourselves when
w depart from Ws purposeae ththee
pit of god withdraws frofrommustous to
oehe extent of that departure but

11if we continue in the extent of
thosethore Covenacovenantsfits which we made
when we received the gospel there
is a corresponding increase of light
lid intelligence and there is a

for that which
sto8 to come and because of our
N and our adherence to
the covenants we have made the
foundation upon which we stand
yacomesYICOMes like the pillars of heavenhea ven

movable
NOWow you are a good people here
od loves you he delights n your
righteousness and he would not

3ke to see the scenes enacted here
thatlat were in kirkland there is no
odneed of it we hold in our own
handsands the power to preserve our

ves from those things that divid
eu the saints in kirkland and over-
threw one half of the twelve the
lordord does not wish that at this late
dlav4Y these scenes should again be
witnessedt essed

the god of the world is the gold
andtt the silver the world worship
this god it is all powerful to them
thoughlough tibeythey might not be willing to

knowledge
I1

ledge it now it is design
ed in the providence of god that
thebu latter day saints should show
VIrhethervirnether they have so far advanced
III the knowledge in the wisdom

in the power of god that they
cannotenot be overcome by the godod of
theeWWorldorld we must cometocome to thatpint we have also got to reach

her standard a higher plane
we have got to love god more than
i
we loveve the world more than we
love gold or silver and love our

gabor as ourselves

ifawe are considerably advanced inthevu knowledge of the things of god
halfhaai are qualified to act in his be-
th yet we are notna entirelyyn out of
the
tedt06 wilderness if 1itI may be permit

a to theuse that expressiontimeflae willWIII come when we shall over-
t the world and every temphaciollmn throatat can be advanced to effectweye are now advancing to thatajftt

in but we have not yet reaalreacheded
thK ln1 noww comes a time when
be

le latter day saints will probablye 8objectedj to temptation greater
d

will
amoremore subtle than we ever again

letlat experiencePeri ence as a people but
lne teutell you that after we havepad u through the scenes that are

antlow beforeafore us8 the clouds will break
we

48 presidentpresident woodruffhas said
planefila

will standstana otion a much higherwine otof arilrighteousness of faith
adte
power
ore and Inbenceluence than ever be

anaki we winwill have the approvalud blessings of the almighty andwe Will haveave influence with theorldalu they will respect us more

than they ever have done there
have been times when our national
government has favored us there
wuifal be such times again after we
have passed through what is now
approaching let me say to you the
latter day saintsbainte will occupy a
flattering condition

I1 wish to refer you to a very singu-
lar prayer that was offered in
former times by a very good man
aalthoughI1th g h in one or two instances he
pplainlylaavy exhibited faults and weak-
nesses yet we are told that he
was a man after gods own heart
god loved him andabild he possessed
many superior qualities qualities
that I1 wish every latter day saint
possessed but he fell through
temptation on two occasions the
man to whom I1 refer was king
david he was but a boy when
god told the prophet samuel to
anoint him king over israel why
aboushouldid he be called a man after gods
own heart that is a FInsingulargular ex-
pression for god to make in regard
to a man would not we all like to
have him make such a statement
in regard to ourselves if he would
say to us that we were men after
his own heart we should feel
rather pleased and encouraged and
think we were pretty good people
I1 speak of this wishing that each
of Us might pattern after these ex-
traordinarytra qualities which david
possessed because we shall have to
acquire them and it is only through
a spiritual education that we can
obtain such important qualities
david could not havebuve acquired them
I1 believe unless he had known
something about the gospel I1 be-
lieve he understood the gospel and
had the spirit of the almighty
which enabled him to secure those
qualities of which I1 wish to speak

one of these good qualities which
david possessed was shown at the
time when saul was seeking his
life david had been anointed
king of israel and saul sought to
keap him from that position at
this time I1 wish to refer to saul
was asleep in a cave with his men
around him they being asleep also
he was in daviddavidsIs power he was
daviddavidsIs deadly enemy and had
been seeking for some time to take
away his liliree there are but few
menmen in this generationor any other
who had they been placed in such
circumstances would have had
any hesitancy in removing the
block in the way to suchauch a position
as that to which david had been
appointed but david would not
do it there was king saul
asleep and there was david and
his servant standing over him his
servant said to him god hath de-
livered thine enemy into thine hand
this day now therefore let me
smite him I1 pray thee with the
spear at once even to the earth
and I1 will not smite him the
second time but david said

destroy him not for who can
stretch forth his hand against the
lords anointed and be guiltless
saul had been anointed of god
david held that anointing sacred
how is it with us here are
brethren before and around us in
this congregation who have received
from god a holy sacred priesthood

to minister in his nanameme divine
authority and appointment was
given saul which david regarded
so sacredly that he did not dare to
raise his hand biagainst him although
a mortal enemy and one who was
preventing him from ascending the
throne that god had given him
how do we regard these our breth-
ren their sacred appointments
david would not even allow his
servant to touch saul

he was not like the quaker of
whom I1 heard when I1 was a boy
he had a dog whichchich displeased
him now the quakers do not be-
lieve in killing anybody not even a
serpent this quaker wished to
stand by his principles hutbut he
wanted to get rid of this dog so
he turned him out in the streets
and called out so that everybody
could hear mad dog mad dog
the result was the people stoned
the dog to death

there was something grand in this
trait of character which david ex-
hibited oton that occasion as well as
on many others how do we feel
under such circumstances and how
do we feel sometimes in regard to
our friends and neighbors who hold
the holy priesthood do we slan-
der them and call mad dog mad
dog so that others will slander
them also or do we seek to sus-
tain them asaa our brethren do we
try to ascertain their faults aridand
weaknesses or do we try to ascer-
tain their good qualities do we
regard AS sacred that priesthood and
that authority which they hold as
david did in the case of saul or
is it otherwise with us

on one occasion david was
tempted and he called upon joab
the commander of his forces to
number the children of israel thisthis
was contrary to the command ofgo

ditjoab wicked though he was did
not feel disposed to carry out davids
command and he reasoned with
david but david insisted on it
being done so joab numbered the
people of israel dvidD vid thus yielded
to temptation notwithstandinghafin the
nobility of character he bad ex-
hibited on former occasionsoccagions well
the lord was displeased with him
and he called his prophet and sent
him to tell him that he inmighttheht
choose one of three things the

I1 prophet therefore said to david
shall seven years of famine come

unto thee in thy land or wilt thou
flee three months before thine ene-
mies while they pursueue thee or
that there bethleebe three days pestilence
in thy land he had to select one
of these three afflictafflictionsious he would
not select famine because he had
plenty of wealth and he could es-
cape the effects of faminefamine while
the people would suffer he would
not choose the second one be-
cause it might seem as though
he being a fighting mann and
generally successful in war he
was trusting in the arm of
flesh so he said hiehe would putpuk

himself in the hands of the lord
and take the pestilence the
lence therefore commenced and
there died of the people from dan
even to beershebabeer sheba seventy thous-
and men

in this david exhibited great


