TH I DESERET

may escape those powerful tempta-
tions that are appronching. The
‘ilOUd is gathering in blackness.
You gee what wurre the results
I Kirtland of this spiril of specu-
ation. Therefore, take wnrning.

What did we come here for? We
Came to Luild up Zion, uot to build
Up Babylon. he voiee of the Al-
Mgty called us out from the midst
of confusion, which is Babylon, to

Yrm n unjon and a lovely Lirother-
150d, jn which we should love one
D0ther ns we love oursulves. When
We depurt from this purpose, the

PIrit of God withdraws from us to
e extent of that depurture. But
If we continue in the extent of
those covennnts which we made
When wa reeeived the Gospel, there
8 4 corresponding inerense of light
and fptelligence, and there is a
Powerful preparation for that which
‘r" to come.” And hecnuse of our
Lﬂithfulm-ss and our ulherence to
',“’ covenants we have made, thu
OUmiation upon which we stand
SCetines like the pillars of heaven—
mmovahle.

Go oW, you ure a goud people here.
dloves you. He delightain your
Hihteousiers, and He would” bot
“k*’tﬂsee the scenvs euncted here
1t were in Kirkland. There is no
Deed or j. We hold in our own
Mg the pawer to pivserve our-
Selvon from those things that divid-
& the Baints in Kirkland aml over
few one-half of the Twelve. The
01d does not wish that, nt this late
1y, these scenes should " again be
Witnessed,

Tiwe god of the world is the gold
ad the silver. 'The worki worship
th god. 1t s all-powerful to them,

ough they might notbe willing to
BCknowledge it. Now, It is design-
hs-ln the providence of God, that
wﬁ Liatter-duy Saints should show
i tther they have so far advanced
a“th.e knowledge, in the wisdom

M in the power of God that they

?‘“nﬂtlmovercome by the gol of
po‘]’n‘:'m'ld.- We must come-to that

g We hiave also got to reach
Nother standaml, a higher plane:
e have got to love God more than
lu?; love the wortd, more than we
a "¢ gold or gilver, nnd love our
Llghbor as oursel ves.
thWe are conpiderably advanced in
ﬂn‘:]kﬂow]ed ¢ of the things of God,
hale e qualified to net in His be-
1 Yet we are not entirely out of
l‘l’ Wilderness, it | mny be permit-
tim "0_ use that expression. The
cu":’ will cotne when we shall over-
N @ the world aud every tempta-
0 that can be advanced to utiect
. Weare now ndvaneing to that
ﬁ(""t, but we have not yet reacl-ed
N;u I od now comes n time when
be g ‘lﬂtter-dny saints will probably
and Jected to temptation greater
More subtle than we ever ngain
8Xerience, as o people. But
e tell you that after we have
through the scenes that are

will
let n,

T e President WoodrutThas said,
Plan .lll stind on a much higher
Dﬂw.: of righteousness, of faith,
fore | A0 influence than ever ie-
’"ld.b] ¢ will hnve the npproval
We w_"'*-“ng'ﬂ of the Almighty, aml
wor]dl]’ have influence with the

- They will respuct us more

fore us, the clouds will break; |

than they ever have done. Theto
have been times when our nationnl
government has {avored us; there
twrill be such times ngnin. After we
have passcd through what i8 now
approaching, lét me say to you the!
fatter-dny 8nints will occupy a
fiattering condition.

{ wish to refer you to n very singu-
lnr prayer that was offered, in
foriner times by a very good mau,
althiough in one or two instanecs he
plainly exhibited faults aml weak-
nesses,  Yot, we are told, that he
was nmau after God’s own heart,
God loved him, and he possessed
ninny sui"srior qunlities—qualities
that | wish every Latter-dny Saint |
{possessed. But be fell, throngh
temptation, on two oceasions. The
man to whom I refer was King
David. He was but a boy whuen
God told the Prophet Hamuel to
| amopint him king over Isrel. Why
shoulif he be called nmanafier God’s
own heart? Thnt is 0 singular ex-
pression for God to mmke in rogard
to a man. Would not we all like to
have Him make such a stitoment
in regard to ourselves? 1t He would
any to us that we were men after
His own heart, we should feel|
| rather pleased and encouraged, and
| think we were pretty good ple. |
I speal of thia wishing thntmgnch
of us might pattern alter these ex-
traordinary qualities which David
possessud, buecause we shall have to
wequire tilcm, and it Is only through
n spiritual education that we can
obtain such important qualities.
David could not hnve acquired theny,
1 believe, unjees he had known
something about the Goﬁl‘lel. I be-
leve he vonderstood the {jospel and
hail the Bpirit of the Almighty,
which enabled him to secure those
qualities of which I wishh to speak.
One of these pood gualities which
David eased was shown at the
time when Saul was sceking his
lift. David had been anointed
King of Isrnel, and Saul sought to
keep him from that position. At
this time [ wish to refer to, Saul
whs asleep inn cave, with his men
around him, they being asleep nlso.
Heo wns in David’s power—he wns
David's deadly onemy, and had
buen seeking fur some thme to take
away his life. There are but few
men in this Feneration,or nuy other,
who, had they been placed in such
circumstances, would have had
any hesitancy In removing the
block in the way to such n position
as that to which David had been |
appointed. But David would not
do it There was King Baul
asleep, and there was David and
his servant standing over him, His
servant said to him, “God hath do-
fivered thine enemyinto thine hand
this day: now, thercfore, let me
gmite him, | pray thee, with the
{spear at once,-even to the earth,
and I will not smite him the
second Lime.” But David salu, |
“Destroy him not: for who can
strotoh torth his hiand against the
Lord?’s nnointed, and be guiltless?”’
Saul had been anoluted of God.
Davii held that nnointing sacred.
How s it with us? Here are
Lretliren before and around us in
| this coye regntion who bave received
| from God o holy, sacred Prieathood,

}
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to minister in His nanme. Divine
authority and appolntment was
given Baul, which David regarded
80 sacredly that be did not dare to
raise his hand against him,nlthough
a mortal enemy nnd one wlho was
preventing him from ascending the
throne that God had given him.
How do we regard these our breth-
ren—their sacred appointments?
Dnavid would not even allow his
servant to touch Saul.

He was oot like the Quoaker of
whomn I heard when I was n boy.
He had a dog which displeased
him. Now, the Quakers do not be-
lieve in killing anybody, not even n
scrpent.  This Quaker wished to
staind by his principles, but he
wanted to get rid of ‘this dog. Bo
he turned him out iu the streets,

innd called out so that everylody

gould hear, “Mnd dog; tmind dog.”
The result was, the people stoned
the dog to death.

There wis something grand in this
trait of charcter which David ex-
hibited on that oeeasion as wull as
on many others. How do we feel
uuder such eircuinstances? and how
do wu fevl sometimes in regard Lo
our friends and neighbors whe hold
the Holy Priesthoed? Do we slin-
der them, and call “Mad dmf, mnad
dog,” so that others will slander
them also? Ordo we seck to sus-
tain them ns our bLrethren? Do we
try to ascertnin their fuults and
weak nusses, or do we bry to ascer-
tain their good gqualities? Do we
regard as sacred that Pricsthood and
that authority which they hold, as
David did in the case of Saul? Or
is it otherwise with us?

On one ovcasion David was
temptéd, and he called upon Jonb,
the coinmnander of his forces, to
number the children of Israel. This
wns contrary to the command of Gog.
Joab, wicked though he was, did
not feel disposed to carry out David’s
command, and le reasoped with
David. But David insisted on it
being done. 8o Jonb numbered the
people of Israel. D .vid thus yiclded
to temptation, notwithstanding the
nobility of character he hnd wx-
hibited on former ocensions.  Well,
the Lord was displeased with him,
and He ealled His prophet aud sent
him to tell him that he mirﬁht
choose one of three things. The
prophet therefore suid to David,
‘3hsl) seven years of famine come
unto thee 1o thy Innd? or wilt thou

| flee three mnonths before thine vioe-

mies, while they pursue thee? or
that there be three nys’ pestilence
in thy }and?** He had to select one
of thuse three nittictions. He would
not select fumine, because he had
plenty of wenlth, and he could us-
cape the effects of famine, w hile
the peopte would suffer, He would
uot choose the second one, be-
cause it might seem us though,

Wns
Hesh. 8o he said he would put,
himself in the hunds of the Lord,
and take the pestilence. The pesti-
lence therefore commenced; “and
there iied of the people from Dan
sven to Buersheba seventy thous:
and nien.”? -

{n this David exhibited great

he heing a fighting man and
geuernlly Buccessful i war, he
trustipy in the arm o



