brought to light documentsof the
Utmost importance. Bome of these
show that many a glowing state-
Tacnt gr highly wrought sentence of
Bome of our great historinns, as Car-
Iyle for example, is only due to a
Very short memory or a heated im-
Agination,

Engiand has now a society known
2% the Historical Manuscript Com-
Migsjon, which has been at work for
Years, and its results are beginning
: seen. Not long ago was pub-
lished the *“Douglas Book,*? or his-
tory-of the Douglas family and its
branches. This wasfollowed by the
Publication of the historieal docu-
ents of the L.ennox family, and
Now the Duke of Northumberland
has caused M. de Fonblangue to re-
Construct the history of the house of

ercy, M. de Fonblanque hos
Bcquitted himself of the task with
great fidelity, and has thrown con-
Biderable light mot only on the part
Played by this distinguished family
In BEnglish history, but also on the
Minners and customs of feudal
imes,

The Percy family was originally
from Perel,” near Villedieu in Nor-
mandy, where still exists an old
thateau called the ‘*Chateau de

orci.>> The PPercys came over
With Willlam the Norman, and re-
teived lurge granta of land in the
north of lngland. Richard de

€iey was foremost among thebarons
Who extorted Magnn Charta from

Ling John, and defled the preten-
8long of the Pope of Rome to the
2¥erlordship of the English realm.

e lust known of the Pereys wus
be Duyke of Northumberland, men-
tioned by Bhakespeare us the “king-
Maker.>” The achlevements of his
8on Hotspur, the flery border ciiief-
tain, have also been immortallzed by
the world-renowned dramatist. 1t
¥as one of the Earls of North-
YUmberland who wns sent by Henry

LIL. to arrest Camdinal Woisey.
The great grief of the Cardinal,

18 melancholy denth soon after,
80d the promotion of Northumber-
mnd to be Knight of the Garter, aro

| well known historie facts.

p hree times have members of the
emnily been permitted by royal de-
n{'*’ to assume other names, so that
y the present time the Smithsons,

@ Bomersets, nnd the Brabguts

ve all clnims ns branches of the
m‘,’uﬁe of Peroy. It was inthe reign

the Tudors that England began

8. great  transformation which
; :3 rendered her so different in her
of‘sumtions from the other nations
ful urope. It was in that wonder-

€poch that royal decrees gave so
of tny Dew names and titles to tens
%r}housamls of worthy suh{ectﬁ. In
Toor, times it was suflicient to
RFOEnize individuals as George nnd

':hﬂlﬂ and John, or, if thut was
denenﬂugh. the place of their resi-
thece’ a8 Wood or Field or Hill, or
ded Dame of their business was ad-
Aoc 48 Weaver, Baker, Smith, ete.
th‘écordh?g to these recorda it was in
. ”?Eﬂ_ immediatuly previous and

. 'ae time of Shakespeare that men

l[;o“‘ t0 be known by. a greater
]anm_"‘y of names. At the ftirat
mn& one is surprised to find that
WOPthm and Ferryman, Wads-

and Langford all sprang from

p— g
the same family. It is for this
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renson that these documents, pub-
lished by the Historical Commis-
sion, are of special value, as they af-
ford means by whieh rsons of
diverse names can prove that in re-
ality they are descended from the
rame parents. In these documents
we see the origin of many social
customs and the causes that led to
England’s wonderful life.

A world-renowned potontate said
that he found his metropolis of
brick, and transformed it into one
of marble. Inlike manper Queen
Elizabeth might have boasted that
she found her realm a poor out~
lying dependency of Catholie

ISpaln, and that she metamorphosed

it into a rich, independent and
Protestant nation. In spite of the
deadly hatred which existed in the
various religious parties, the talis-
man with whieh good Queen Bess
effected her wunﬁruus work wne
religious tolerntion nt home and &
eace policy abrond. “No war, my
fords,” she repeatedly explained

and her numberless intrigues, and

even the female coguetry which
she carrisd on with half the un-
married sovereigne of ILurope,
were all parts of a caleulated pol-
icy. When a famous Protestant
preacher denounced from the pul-
pit the iniquity of image worship,
the irate Queen ealled out from the
royal pew, “Leave that alone, Mr.
Dean; stick to your text.’> Most of
the Chtholics believed that she was
Protestant; many of the Protestants
declared that slie was Catholle. 1t
is the spirit of toleration that lies
at the foundation of England’s
freedom. The cause of Queen
Elizabeth’s popularity may be
found in bher own words. BShe
said to her first parllument, “No
wordly thing is so dear to me a8 the
love and will of the English
people.”? owever, when occasion
required it, Queen Elizabeth conld
swear. Asa British wag remarks,
t‘She did not swear in a vulgar
manner, but ghe performed It with a
delieate, airy grace, infused Into
it a luxurious abandon, and dressed
it up with poetical adjectives unti] it
seemed like the strnin of a sweet
singer, or rather likea sweet singer
st.minin%1 herself in (act! Queen
Elizabeth had red hair, and the deli-
cate shade of her maroon tinted nose
contrasted ptrongly with the alabas-
ter of her bust.>> Stili, the people of
England tolerated her deficiencics
because of her solicitude for their
welfare. The whole population
of the country at that time scarcely
exceeded five millions, and the bur-
den of all the vesscls engnged in com-
merce in English ports was not

more than fifty thoupand tens in a | toward incrensed armanients.

year. The size of their vessels then
would now seem insignificant; a
modern collicr brig is probably s
lnrge ns the higgest merchant ves-
sel which then sailed from the port
of London. By far the most im-
portant braneh of English trade
wns with- Flanders. Antwerp and
Bruges were in fact, then, the
general marts of the world, It was
with the min of Antwerpat the
time of its siege and capture by the
Duke of Parmn that the comimer-

| einl suptemaey of London was first
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cstablished. A third of the merchants
and manufacturers of the ruined
city found a refuge on the banks of
the Thames. The export trade to
Flunders died away and London
developed into the genernl mart of
Europe. The rough and wattled
farmhouses were superseded b

dwellings of brick and stone. Pil-
lows and beds came into use, which

‘had formerly been despised by the

farmer as fit only for sick women.
The lavishness of wealth revolution-
ized English dress. The Queen’s
three thousand robes were rivalled
by the slnshed velvets and jewelled
cloaks of the courtiers around her.
Men wore the price of a parish
on their backs. Gallants gam-
bled away a fortune at a sitting,
and then started off to the Indies
to make a fresh one. B&till the
northern part of the island was in-
dependent, and the Scottish Queen
even disputed Elizabeth’s right to
her own crown. Elizabeth’s coun-
cil board, at the beginning of her
reign, were part Catholic and part
Protestant. At the close of her
reign they were all Protestant. 8i-
lently, almost, unconseciously Eng-
land accepted the reformed fuith.
This greater freedom in religious
mafters brought about greater free-
dom in secular affnirs, and raised
Parllament to greater importance
than it had possessed during the
reign of any previous English Bov-
ereign.

The histories of Britain bave
herctofore been the histories of her
kings and nobles. These documents
make it possible for the real history
of the British people to be written.
The fact that the histories of the
Douglas, the ILennox, ond the
Percy families have been bought by
the people, and that hundreds of
other “family rvecords?’ are in course
of preparntion, shows the interest
manifested by the people in this
subject. It now seems that docu-
ments are In existence which, when
published, will prove that for the
most part the Anglo-Baxon race is
one vast brotherhood. To those who
wish fo [i\erfect. their genenlogies
these publications will have a deep
and abiding interest. .
J. H. WARD.

Evurore, January 14th, 1889

BLOATED ARMAMENTS.

Latterly. in consequence of the
buge armies which are maintnined
by%ﬁe ditferent powers, it has been
the custom tospeak of Europe as a
grent military encampment. Since
the date of the great Franco-German
war the tendency has been st.emTth

e
rivalry has been unintermittent, and
the result isthat armies and navies
have grown to such aun extent that
peace has hecome greatly more ex-
pensive than war was wont tobe.

Most people hnve a genera} iden of
the bu&eoof these armaments; hut
only a very few have anything like
an aceurate coneeption of the actual
condition of uffairs. From a well-
prepared lable, based upon the most
recent officinl documents and declar-
ations just published, we give soe
figures” which will enable our read-




