204

THE DESERET

WEEKLY.

CORRESPONDENCE.
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THE ALABAMA MOBOCRATS.

Logan City, Utah, Jan, 24, 1894,
Pleass find enclosed a copy of the
woriginal petition that was signed by
pome of the Elders and Bajnts of the
‘Houth Alabama coaference and for-
warded to Governor Thomas G. Jones
‘of Alahama. Also reply {rom the
governor, which we very much desire
published, as proof to wives and par-
ents of Elders, that we can look for
and receive protection in the Bouth.
Thip petition was sent to LDe governor
by our request. .
Very truly yours,
J, G. XiMBALL.

THE PETITION,

To the Honorable Thomas G. Jones,
Hoyernor of Alabamda;

Dear sir,— For some months past
Eiders of the Church of Jesus Chriat
have Leen traveling and preaching the
‘Gospel in Gepeva county, Alabama,

They have been honoraole, upright
men and have made many itiends and
.some converts Lo their unpopulat and
much misunderstood doctrine. They
have not been interfered with uantil
recently. J

On gunday pight Nov. 5th, 1883,
after holding pubhec meeting B8ix
‘Elders and four members of the Chuteb
were staying at the home of John Me-
Elvin, near Warwick P, 0., Geneva
connly. At11:25 p. m, all were rudely
awakened frcm slumber by blasphemy
and several volleys of musketry fired
into the four corners of the house by
gome unknown pariies reported o be
forty in number, Bevetal of the shots
entered the nouse but fortunstely no
-one struck,

The matauders dlspersed after leav.
.dng & notlce which was found next
motoing at the gate, waraning the
Elders not to preach any more or they
swould be harshly dealt with.

The pame night & notice was left at
‘Weptley Starling’s (aleo 8 member of
the Church) in Watford, telling him
1o stop entertaining the Elders or he
and family would be severely punished,
_About five daye iater two Ilders re-
mained at his house all night. At 11
p.m. several guns were fired just out-
slue the yard and a notice left, stating
he had besn twice warned and
must now look out for hiuieelf ana
family, ae they would shoot lower next
time,

Mr. Peele, ancther member cof Lhe
Church, was warned to leave the
county with his family or be extermi-
maled,

Mr. Rufus Btrickiaand, of Watford,
who has bDeena friend, was warned tu
stop receiving the KElders into hls
home or he would meet with vio-
lence.

John McElvin received s second
pote, saying they would vieit him
again, Beveralother friends have re-
ceived plmiisr threuts, and the Elders
have heen warned to absent themeelves
trom the county or they would be
-hushwhacoked,

Some of these ocommuunications are
.signed *White Cape,’’ and scme are
not.

We realize the bitter feeling exiat-
ing against the Latter-day Saints, due
largely to a lagk of kKnowledge regard-
ing their belief and practices. |

In the states where they are best
known they are protected by the offi-
cels of the government,

Several counties of Alabama through

prejudice and misrepresentation have.

allowed many hardships to come
upon the delenseless Elders. Ounly
laat epring two who had violated no
law were brutally whipped by a mnb
in 8t, Clair county, unot a word being
sald by tbe ecunLy authorities agaiunst
it.

The members of the Church are
taught to obey the law a8 construed by
tbe courts and to do good fo all men.
Tbese rules are found in the twelfth
and thirteentls Articles of Faith,which
you witl find enclosed,

We desite nothing that is unjust and
will oniy ask that you will asslst.us in
pecuring protection under the faw; be-
fieving that a loss of life will result
in a continuation of this recklessness
we bring it to your attention.

A few words from you
present csse will likely atimnlate
the county officers to do their
duty and cause the law hreakers
lo respest'’ law-abiding citizens
and their rights. Kpowing as we do
your eteru oppoeition to all kinde of
outllawry we entreat you (o use your
influence in vur proteciion eo lony as
we upbold the law.

We are youtr fellow-citizens and tax-
payers.

in the

THE REPLY.

STATE OF ALABAMA,
Executive Depariment,

Office ¢t the Governor,
MoNTaoMERY, December 23rd, 1893,
My, Z. T. MoEin, Warwick P, O.,

Geneva County, Ala.:

Bir—The governor has received your
letter enclosing the petition of the
traveling Xiders of the Church .of
Jeaus Curist of Liatter-day Sainte, anu
accompanying documente, and directe
me to reply.

Itis the law of the land, and not the
governor’s feelings in the matter,which
determines his duties and your rights
in the premises.

It ie hardly necessaly to eay that in
all free guvernments the civil sulhority
has no right to deal with religioue be-
liefs or opinions. It is **time enough for
the rightful purposes of civil govern-
ment for its ofticers to interfere wnen
principles break out into overt acts
against peace and good order.” Hence
the constitution of Alabamaguarantess
v every one Lhe Fight to spenk, write
and publish his sentiments on all sub-
Jjecte, being responsible for the abupe ot
that liberty, *and forbids the establish-
ment of any religlon, or the giving of
any preference to any religious seot ot
mode of worehlp,

Ap long us your Elders obey the law,
they are entitled to the protection or
tne law, and if in any way tranegress
its bounds are regponsible only lo ihe
appointed tribunale of the couutry,and
not to mobs and lawless combinatione,
Aj} ufficers of the law are solemunly
bound to tee that no one in punisbhed
except by due course of law, and to use

levery means in Lheir power o preserve
the peace,

‘Iam sure that the civll officers in
Geneva will readily ald in brieg ng to
justlce auy of the marauders who sent
the threaieniog notices, fired into
dwellings and did the other lawless
acts of whiph they justly complain,
Buch aots bring worse evila to sociery
than any evil they can seek to redress,

To etart the machinery of justice in
motion, the gullty must first Le gde-
tected, and pteps tagen - to bring them
hefore the appointed tribunals. If you
will lay all the evidence before the
civil officers, I am sure they will aid
in bringing the guilty to justice,

The governor has referred your com-
plaint to the sheriff for appropriate
aotion, Very Respectfully,

HARVEY E, JONES,
Recording Becretary.

Written for this Papey,

THE SITUATION AT ALMY.

REp CanvonN, Uinta, Wyominy,
Jan. 26, 1894.—The rellef committees
of Evanston and Almy have dope s
good work bere up to the present, and
they are making laudable efforts to
secure sufficient provisicns to meet the
urgeul demande of those who are
entirely depending ¢n the charity of
others for support.

Qur near neighbors, the Woodruff
settlement, some iLWeuly miles lowaer
down the river, have seut to the reljef
committee of Almy three large and
well londed wagons with provislons for
the peovple,

There 18 conelderable sjckness in the
district at present, but it 1s mostly con-
fined to children. 8ix children have
dled thils month and a small aumber
of persons of medium age are cunfined
to their room with “chronic rbeumat-
iem,*?

Reporte have been put into gircula-
tion that the Almy miners are an im-
provident clasgs of people, that they
bave made good money fuf a Jong
tlme,but have spent it in drink instead
of fuod for their ffmailies, I am sorry
loeay to some extent this is true, but
as this class are the exception and pot
the rule, it would be a gross act of in-
justice to couple the innocent with the
guilty, And with regard to tbe men
making guod monwvy, so they have, hut
ivisns long time eince, I am quite
patizfled tbat & large number of work-
men abt these mines have nol made
motre, while an equally large number
bave made much less, tuan wouid pay
oft their store bill for many monibs

past, In counsequence of Wwhich the
people were i}l prepared for such
calamity.

The superintendents of the ¢, P.
and [, P, mines gave their workmen
of No. 3 liberty to gather up looss coal
about Nos. 1. 2, 3 mines, but some
ot them stepped over the right of pri-
vale use; tbey gathered the coal and
sold it in Evanston, and, itis sald, they
bought drink with the money. Thia
thing comiog to the superintendent’s
ears, & nolice was put up atl the mines
which reads thue: “Notice, any persen
found gathering coal around these
mines in future, will he prosecuted
a8 the law directs,”

We hope this will be & wartning to
ail whom it may concerr,—respect your
righte and privileges, but do not atuse
them, for by 0 doing you commit =
serious injury upon the innocent.




