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correspondence
written for this paper

THE ALABAMA

LOGAN CITY utah jan
please find enclosed a copy of the

original petition that was signed by
someome of the elders and saints of the

south alabama conference and for-
warded to governor thomas 0 jones
of alabama also reply iromfrom the
governor which we very much desire
published as proof to wives and par-
ents of elders that we can look for

and receive protection in the south
this petition was sent to the governor
by our request

very truly yours
J 0 KIMBALL

TIRETHE PETITION

to theme honorable thomas 0 jones
governor of alabama

dear sirair for some months past
elders of the church of jesus christ
bave been traveling and preaching the
gospel in geneva county labaniaalabamaA

they have been honorable upright
menmein audand have made many friends and
some converts to their unpopular and
muchmauch misunderstood doctrine they
have not been interfered with until
recently

on sunday night nov jtbathy 1893
after holding public meeting six
elders and four members of the church
were staying at the nomebiome of john mome
EIVID near warwick P 0 geneva
county at 1125 ppmm all were rudely
awakened fram slumber by blasphemy
and several volleys of musketry fired
into the four cornerscodnere of the housebouse by

some unknown parties reported to be
forty in number several of the shots
entered the house but fortunately no
onebone struck

the marauders diaperdispersedsed after leav-
ing a notice which was found next
morning at the gate warning the
elders not to preach any more or they
would be hershlyher dealt with

the same nightanight a notice was left at
westley starling also a member ofat
the church in watford telling him
to stop entertaining the elders or he
and family would be severely punished
about five days later two elders re-
mained at hisbis house all night at 11

pm several guns were fired just out-
side the yard and a notice left stating
hebe hadbad been twice warned and
must now look out for himself andana
family as they would shoot lower next
time

mr peelspeele another member of the
church was warned to leave the
county with hisbin family or be exterextermi-
nated

mt

mr rufusbufus strickland of watford
who has been a friend was warned to
stop receiving the elders into his
home or he would meet with vio-
lence

john mcelvin received a second
note saying they would visit him
again several other friends have re-
ceived similar threats and the elders
have been warned to absent
from the county or they would be
bushwhackedbushwhacktd

some of these are
signed white caps 90 and acme are
notinoti

we realize the bitter feeling exist
ing against the latter day saints idedue
largely to a lack of knowledge regard-
ing their belief and practices

in the states where they are best
known they are protected by the offi-
cers of the government

several counties of alabama through
prejudice and misrepresentation have
allowed many hardships to come
upon the defenseless eiders only
last spring two who bad violated nodo
law were brutally whipped by a mob
in st clair county not a word being
said by the bounty authorities against
it

the members of the church are
taught to obey the law as construed by
the courts and to do good to all men
these rulesrulea are found in the twelfth
and thirteenth articles of faith which
you will find enclosed

we desire nothing that is unjust and
will onlyoo00jy ask that you will assist us in
securing protection under the jaw be-
lieving that a lossloan of life will result
in a continuation of this recklessness
we bring it to your attention

A few words from you in the
seni case will likely stimulate

the county officers to do their
duty and cause the lawjaw breakers
to respect lawjaw abiding citizens
and their rights knowing as we do
your stern opposition to all kinds of
outioutlawryawry we entreat you to use your
influence in our protection so long as
we uphold the law

we are your fellow citizens and tax
payerspa jers

THE REPLY
STATE OPOF ALABAMA

executive department
office otof the governorvernor

montgomery december 1893
mr Z T maelvinMo Elvin warwick P 0 1geneva county ala

sir the governor hasbaa received your
letter enclosingenclouinglobing thehe petition of theabe
traveling elders of the church of
jesus carlst of latter day saints anuana
accompanying documents and directs
me tota reply

it is the jaw of the land and not the
governors feelings in the matter which

his duties and your rights
in the premise

it tois hardly necessaryessaiy to say that in
all free governmentsgovern mento she civil authority
has no right to deal with religious be-
liefs or opinions it is time enough for
the rightful purposes of civil govern-
ment for its officers to interfere when
principles break out into overt acts
against peace and good order henceigthe constitution otof alabama guaranteeguarantets
tuto every one the right to speak write
and publish his sentiments on all sub-
jects being responsible for the abuse of
that liberty and forbids the establish-
ment of any religion or the giving of
any preferenceprefer euce to any religious sect or
mode of worship

As long as your elders obey the law
they are entitled to the protection otof
ane law and if in any way transgress
its bounds are responsiblenible only to thehe
appointed tribunals of the coun
not to mobs and lawless combinations
all officers of theabe law are solemnly
bound to seeeee that no one isin punipunishedsheu
except by due course of law and to use

every means in their power to preserve
the peace

I1 am sure that the civil officers ingeneva will readily aid in bring ng to
justice auyADY of the marauders who sent
the threatening notices fired into
dwellings and did the other lawless
sets of which they justly complain
such setsacts bringbrine worse evils to society
than any evil they can seek to redress

to start the machinery of justice in
motion the guilty must first tiebe de-
tected and steps taken to bring them
before the appointed tribunals itif you
will lay all the evidence before the
civil officers lamI1 am sure they will aid
in bringing the guilty to justice

the governor has referred your corn
plaint to the sheriff for appropriate
action very respectfully

HARVEY E JONES
recording secretary

written for thitthis paper
THE SITUATION AT ALMY

REDBED CANYON uinta wyoming
jan 26 1894 the relief committees
of evanston and almy have done a
good work here up to the presentpreaent and
they are making laudable effortseffortfj to
secure sufficient provisions to meet the
urgent demands of those who are
entirely depending enn the charity of
others for support

our near neighbors the woodruff
settlement some twenty miles lower
down the river have sent to the relief
committee of almy three large and
well loaded wagons with provisions for
the people

there isia considerable sickness in thedistrict at present but it toIs mostly con-
fined to childrenchildreii six children have
died this mouthmonth and a small number
or persons otof medium age are confined
to their room with ehchronic rheumat-
ism

reports have been put into circula-
tion that the almy miners are an im-
provident class of people that they
have made good bouey for a long
timeouttime but have spent it in drink instead
of food for their fifamiliesmilies I1 am sorry
to say to some extent this is true but
as this classclan are the exception and not
the rule it would be a gross setact of in-
justice to couple the innocent with the
guilty and with regard togo the men
making good money so they have but
it is a long time since I1 am quite
satisfied that a large number of bjorkwork-
men at these mines have not made
morelmore while an equally large number
have made much loseless than would pay
off their store bill for many months
past in consequence of which thehe
people were ill prepared for such
calamity

the superintendents of the C P
and U P mines gave their workmen
of no 8 11libertyberty to gather up loose coal
about nos 1 2 38 mineiminee but some
of them stepped over the right of pri-
vatevate use they gathered the coal and
sold it in evanstonEva naton and it isin said they
bought drink with the money tillsthishangclaing coming to the onsuperintendentspart a
earsean a notice waswai put up at the mines
which reads thue notice any person
found gathering coal around thesethen
mines in future will be prosecuted
as the lawjaw directs 22

we hope this will be a warning to
all whom it may concern respect your
rights and privileges but do not abuse
them for by moeo doing you commit a
serious injury upon the innocent


