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The international copyrigbt bill, and
the dependent pension bill were im-
portant ensctments, The *“original
package® bill and the dJdressed meat
inspection bill were also important
laws, The Chickamanga battle ground
was set aside as 8 park. The weather
bureau wag placed in charge of the
agriguitura} department. The Cen-
gressional reapporiionment law was
passed.  Bills relating to enlisted
soldiers were passed. The reciprocity
scheme was inaugurated. Three
Senators and 12 representatives died
during the terms of this Congress.

—

THE WAR IN CHILIL

It skEMs likely that the present
government of Chili will be destroyed.
What has heretofore been termed an
insurrection is assuming the character
of a revolution such as will do away
with the existing government, and re-
sult in the establishment of 1 new one.
Discontent of the masses, which was
no doubt justified by the tyranny and
Injustice of the official and wealthy
classes, led to an uprising which has
met with reasonable sucoess.

A few days ago tbe revolutionists
and government forees fought a battle,
the account of which, as contained in
the press dispatches, recalls the days of
barbarism. The insurgents et with
a success which seems to bave intox-
icated them, and they are represeuted
as having shown no quarter to govern.
ment troops—even wben the latter lay
wounded and helpless—but to have
slain such as came within thelr reach,
without merey.

This je probably an exaggerated
portrayai of the conduct of the victors,
for it is conceded Lhat they took 1,000
prisoners; but the fact that 3,760 were
killed, and 1,500 wounded, of the gov.
ernment forces, while the insurgents
lost but a few hundred, would indicate
that the latter fought with great
ferocity.

If the victors, in organizing a new
government, will try to guard against
the oppression of the weak by the
strong, there wili be at least
s partial recompense for ail the bicod-
shed and suflering the war has cost.
But that people who would be guilty
of such barbaric war practices as those
to which the revolutionists resorted
are capable of ameliorating the former
condition of Chiili isa a matter involv-
ing strong doubt.

!

The floral decorations used at Mme.
Carnot’s musicales are sald tu be re-
markably besutiful. One of the sad-
dest things about modern musicales is
that almost everything is beautiful ex-
cept the music.

THE MINNESOTA LEGISLATION.

THE Minnesota Leglslature has ad-
journed, The agrarian laws and other
reforms which it proposed at one time
to earry out, have pot been enncted.
The railroad interests have not been
touched. However, that Legislature
was the subject of maby a newspaper
paragraph and stale wittlcism. Much
of this was occasioned by the measures
introduced relating to theatre costum-
ing and statuary. It is possible that
some of the measures spoken of were a
little extravagant, but stage managers
in many cages abuse the privilepe of
freedom accorded tothe boards. Many
of them outrage public decency, for the
sake of advertising and even for pro-
voking lawsuits and pulpit comment.
The sooner a apirit of disparagement
of this kind of work springs up within
the profession itself the better for the
whole profesgion. It isonly by a pub-
lic opinion, condemnatory of the bad,
created among the members and pa-
trons of the drama that its dignity and
reapectability can be maintained,

CITY OFFICIAL BARNACLES.

. THERE were no particularly new nor
startling developments at Jast night’s
session of the City Council. Mr.
Cohn offered a resolution, hortvever,
which involves what mlght be re-
garded as a new departure. He
moved for the abolition of the office of
deputy treasurer, a “Liberal’’ ereation
of last summer, .

In supporting his resclution Mr.
Cohn stated that he had become con-
vinced that the creation of the office
was a mistake. He did not so express
it in words, but it appeared to be his
view that Mr. Bowen, Treasurer
Walden’s right hand man, was a
apecien of officinl wart on the political
body municipal or a sort of fifth wheel
to the corporation car.

There are arguments which
could be advanced on both sidea of

the queetipn of abolitlon. In eup-
port of Mr. Cohn’s position 1t
can be held that an assistant

treasurer of a municlpality is eutirely
original with Salt Lake City and its
“Liberal’’ government. In that re-
gard it differs from Mr. Cohn’s view
of ifs absurdity and uselessness, which
in exceedingly stale, the Nrws having
‘taken the same position at the time
the new and unparalleled office was
brought into being. We said at the
time of its birth that it was an abor-
tion, and it shows progresa on the part
of Mr. Cohn when even at this late
date he becomes convVinced of what
wag a gell~evident truth from the be-
ginning.

It puzzles us, however, to observe
that, in the light of Mr. Cohn’s dis-
covery of an eight montbs’ old glarlng
fact, he does not apply his new
notion of offloial uselessness as he
goes along, seeing he is on that whole-

some track. Itisonly one week since
the council ecreated the office
of inspector of mason work on

the Parley’s creek conduit. Neitherthe
objector to the office of deputy
treasurer, nor anybody else in the
Council,raised the slightest whiff of op-
position. Yet we have a committee of
public works. Why not pass a resolu-
tion that the treasurer, at stated inter-
vals, call at the offices of the gontle-
men who compose thut body and band
them their salaries in order to save
them the labor of having to appear at
the mayor’s office to receive thelr re-
muneration? Then there is the city
engineer, whose duty it is to see that
contracts for public work, such as that
on the Parley’s oreek conduit,
are performed accurding to speci-
foations. We do npot allude to
the latter official in this con-
nection in order to 1nsinuate that he
has not plenty of work on his hands ag
he appears to be one of the mostin”
dustrious officers in the corporation.
We merely refer tu him in association
with the connittee on public works,to
ghow that the creation of the new of-
fice of inspector for a comparati vely
Hmiteu piece of work was nota whit
more necessary than the making of
that of deputy treasurer.

It may be contended against Mr.
Cohn’s resoiution that to put it in
force and extend tbe principle em-
bodied, would be destructive of one of
the most striking features connected
with the administration of the present
¢ity government the multiplication of
offices in order to pay salariesto special
favorites. When Mr. Cohnopens such
an attack upon the municipal govern-
ment, he strikes it on a tender place.
There is one peculiarity of the “Lsib-
eral?’ record, however, which defies
successful obliteration—the lavish and
1 ankrupting expenditure of the peo-
ple’s money on such “permanent im-
provements’” as the joint-building hole
in the ground, which cost $11,-
000. Another of the lmprovements
which Mayor Beott classifies as ‘‘per-

manent”’ will be the refilling of the
aforesaid hole. We do not know
whether the conlract for the latter per-
manancy has yet been awarded. When
it sball be, we hope that Mr. Cohn
wiil introduce a protesting resolution
should tliere be an attempt to create
the offlce of inspector with a salary of
$125 » month, to give a favorite a posi-
tion to see that the dirt-throwers
properly obliterate the $11,000 perma-
nent improvement by filling it up with
georetrical precision.



