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THE BORDER STATE CONVENTION.

A CALL FOR A BUSPENSION OF HOSTILI-
TIES,

ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE OF THE
UNITED STAILES.

ereiznty of the seceded States continue a sine
que nor, and if the government centinue to
disclaim the constitutional power lo make
such recognition, there is no peaceful solution
of the difficulty possible, otber than such as
the people themselves may by their action
produce, '

It is proper for us to say that, in our opin-

THE LAST APPEAL.

There was ne telegraphic dispatch received
by Pony on Saturday last, but by the ‘polite-
ness of Abel Gilbert, Lsq., of this city, we
have been furnished with the fellowing,
received] by Pony fromSt. Joseph:

To the People of the United States.

Ferrow-Crrizens:—The delegatcsio a con
vention of the Border Slave States, assembled
in the city of Frankfort, desire to address
you in relation to the present condition of the
country.

None of us have ever expected to live
to see the spectacle now exhibited in our dis-
tracted land. The cry to arms resounds

{acknowledged by

ion, the constitution delegates to no one de-
-partment of the government,nor to all of them
combined, the power to destrey the govern-
ment itself, as would be done by the division
of the country into separafe confederacies,
and that the obligation exists to maintain the
'constitution of the United States, and to pre-
| serve the Union unimpaired.
| It has been sugzested in quarters entitled
to the highest respect that the independence
|nl’ the States which have seceded might be
a National Convention
acopting an amendment to the constitution for
that purpose, for such an amendment would
have the support and aequiescence of the se-
ceded States. But we leave that for the de-

| eision of the people and their representatives,

when they shall feel the imperative necessity
of such a settlement.

=

throughout our borders, and in a few ahnrtl
weeks we have seen all over the land the |

dv for the conflict. lapprehension within
ek Fo truop:t::a a{g u;tg!:ug:r ;id[which still adhere to the Union established

The Fﬂrsuils of p *
abandoned, and the fell spirit of war has
geized almost every heart, until even gentle
and tender woman yields to the fierce impulse
and encourages the stiifé, and the maternal

We now turn to the consideration of what
ought to be done for the purpose of quieting
the few slave States

by their fathers. _

We ask no concession of new or additional
rights. We do not fear any immediate en-
croachment upon our rights as slave States.

eye scarce gathers a tear as the son seizes
his arms, and rushes towards the field of car-

The amendment to the constitution proposed
by the last Congress gives assuramce that at

nagze and of death.

If this warlike spirit—this terrible ene
—were displayed in preparing to meet the
legionz of an invading enemy, our hearts
would exult in the exhibition of the martial
gpirit of our countrymen; but, alas! the com-
batants are descendants of sires who stood
side by side in the day of battle, to mainfain
the independence of our country, and in the
approaching conflict brother is to fall by the
hand of brother.

Can we hope, in this day of fierce passion,
that our voice, erying for peace, will be heard?
Will any portraiture of the horrors of eivil
war, that we can give, have any influence
with those who are rushing madly on te de-

\present there is ne danger that our rights
will be assailed. But we are few in number,
and the preponderance of the free Statesis
continually increasing. The security to our
rights now afforded by the sense of justice in
the minds of the free States may be lost by a
change of popular feeling in the future. One
great object in constitutions is to protect
the rights of minorities,

In the constitution there are general grants
of power to the Cengress of the United States
which might be perverted to our injury con-

[trary te the spirit of the instrument, and still

the letter of the graut claimed to authorize
the injurious legislation. Such are the power
“to regulate commerce between the States,”

stroy each other? We fear not. OStates
which should have been with us, and whose [
vaeice would have increased the poteney of eur |
demands for peace, have been seized with
the prevailing madness, and have rushed to
arms. Still we feel bound to make our voice
to be heard, with the hope
will have theirinfluence at some day, when
men shall behold the wasting and desolation
that their madness has produced. i
All the slave States except four are arrayed
in hostility to the gemeral government, and
ere demanding that the confederation which
they have formed shall be recognized a sepa-
rate sovereign nation. The process by which
they have attempted 10 form themselves into
a distinet nation has been, for each State by
itaelf to declare all connection with the gen-
eral government terminated, and then unite in
forming a confederation among themselves.
‘Our present purpose does not require us to

Alscuss the propriety of the acts of these
States, yet it may be proper for us te say, |

that they find no warraut in any known prin-
«iple of our government, and no justification
1p the facts existing when they seceded.

While these States claim that their sover-
»ignty as a nation shall be reecognized, and
have collected armies to make good their
elaim, the government of the United Stajeg
tnsists that the ordinances of secessic,g are
utterly veid, and that the constitviion and
Jaws of the United States are stiyl in force
swithin the seceded States just as they are
within any of the other Stalegand to maintain
‘this pesition armies are gathering on the bor-
ders of the seceded States.

1If there could be any intervention by which
the -shedding of blood and desolation of civil

war .could be avoided, that practical good
sense of the American people might discover
some mode of adjusting the difiiculties, which
would ‘be alike honorable and beneficial to

both the -oontending parties, But while one
side demands the recegnition of its sovereign-
tv, and the other insists that such recognition
is & constitutional impossibility,it is manifest
that there .can_be no arbiter but the sword,
anless the people themselves, 2c'ing upon and
through their reépresertatives, State and na-
tional, shall interpese, arrest the strife, and
.enforce & settlement without bloodshed, If
any terms.of adjustment would be satisfactory
to {Dﬁl parties, which would fall short of the
recognition of thie sovereignty of the seceded
States, and stil] satisfy them,and short of the
.obedience of the seceded States to the consti-
tutian and laws of the United States, and
atill satisfy the people of thé United States:
it is the duty of each party to notify the other
of such terms as would be satisfactory, 80
that an attemph at_mdguatmantmight_ba made,
But we repeat, if ¢

that our werds | P

and the power of “exclusive legislation over
the District of Columbia’® and ““ever forts,
dockyards, and arsenals in the  several
States.” -It would rot now be claimed bv
Congress that these grants authorized anints r.
ference in the sale of slaves between the peq,.
le of different States,nor would it be c’aiiged
that they authorized the abolition of slavery
in the District of Columbia whil’; Maryland
and Virginia remained slave & ates, nor the
like abolition in forts and oths.p places within
slave States. But what Wil be claimed in
the future we cannot kno'w, 8o, also, in re-
lation to the territories belonging to the
United States. While we are aware that all
the territories, then waorganized by ac's of
the last Congress which contain no prohibi-
tion of slavery, and, while we know that this
was the action of a Congress in which the
free States ad the control at the time the
acts were prssed, still these are but acts of
Congress, gubject to repeal or alteration, as
public fueling may change under temporary
excitement. |

It is but just that the rights of the slave
Stateg, now in a small minority of the whole
States, should be guarded in the particulars
taentioned by such constitutional guarantees
as shall render them secure against future
legislation in times of excitement. Qur dis-

e recognifion of the sov- |

tinguished fellow-citizen, the Hon. John J.
| Crittenden, for the purpose of securing by
| constitutional guarantees rights already pos-
' gessed, presented tb Congress certain propo-
sitions to amend the constitution, which met
 with general approval, and were satisfactory
te us and to our people,and those propositions

Llent would be now satisfactory, and would
quiet apprehensions that exist,to some extent,
in the minds of real friends of the Union, and
whieh are industriously excited by those who
are enemies of the Union and of the people,
Whether any such constitutional guaran-.
tees would have the effeet of reconciling any
of the seceded States to the government from

which they have torn themselves away, we

cannot say, but we allow ourselves to hope
that the masses in those States will in time
learn that the dangers they were made to fear
were greatly exaggerated, and that they will
then be disposed to listen to the calls of inter-
est and of patriotism, and return to the fami-
ly from which they have got out. Oure effort
of giving such guarantees, certainly, will be
| to prove Lo the world by the frank recognition
of the rights of the few elave States adhering
to the Uniop, that the States which bave se-
ceded ‘have abandoned the best government
in the world without any good or sufficient

. ]
cause.

| YOL XI

F |

Union to ratify ary such constitutional amend-
ments as will furnish the guarantees we re-
quire. Butitis to be remembered that there
is no time fixed by the constitution for such
ratification, and if they should be ratified by
the free States, then, at the end of the present
civil war, terminate as it will, either in the
restoration of the seceded States to the
' Union or in the establishment of theirsepa:-
ate national existence, there will be the num-
ber of States required for the ratification.
Fellow citizens of the United States, yom
are about to be engaged in a war in which the
horrors that ordinarily attend that state are
likely to be aggravated by the fact that you
are of the same family, and have long lived
together in intimate intercourse and infriend-
ly reiations. The kind feelings that once ex-
isted have been changed to bitterness,soon to
dee‘snerata, it may be, into deadly animosity.
¢ desire to remind you that you are con-
tending about a question of prineiple upon
which we would fain believe that you are on
each side convinced that you are right. It is
no longer a question of party politics, no
longer a question about the right to hold
slaves in Territories, or to retake them when
they escape; the question now to be settied
is, whether we shall live in the same Union
as formerly, or whether our fathers formed a
government upon such principles that any one
State may, at her own pleasure, without the
consent of the others, and without responsi-
bility to any human power, withdraw from
her connection with the government and claim
to be severeign as a separate nation. It will
be readily seen that this, as a question of

-

irinally offered, or any that are equiva-|p
kgt ' . : a settlement of the national difficulties, and|

It may be urged that there are pot now a h w
luﬂnTnn{ numEur of States acling in tbe|sire to say, discard that sectiomal and un-

principle, is not affected by the number of
States tb:lt have wii:_'!iu:h‘a.*'.ﬂr11.:"T

friendly spirit, manifested b&y teaching and
action, which has centributed go much to in-
flame the feelings of the Southern people, and
justly create apprehension on their part of in-
jury to them,

To our fellow-citizens of the Soutly we de-
sire to say: Though we have been greatly in-
jured by your precipitate action, we would
not now reproach you as the eause of that
injury, but we entreat you te re-examine the
question of the necessity for such action, and
if you find that it bas been taken without due
consideration, as we verily believe, ard that
thie evils you apprehended from a continuance
in the Unien were neither so great nor so un-
avoidably as you supposed, or that Congress
is willing to grant adequate securities, then
we pray you to return promptly ta your con-
neetion with vus, that we may be, in the future,
as we have been in the past, one great, pow-
erful and prosperous nation,

Indications ﬁre already been afforded that
a Divine power is ready to interpose and pre-
vent brethren from slaughtering each ether.
‘While the bombardment at Fort Samter c¢on-

'tinued no life was lost. When a Providential

interposition was no longer needed to prevent
the effusion of blood in civil strife, zeveral
lives were lost in the performance of a mere
ceremony.  We wounld invoke the presence
and aid of that power to prevent our fellow-
citizens, on both sides, from slaughbter, and
we would commit the interests of our dis-
tracted country to His hands who can bri
forth peace and order out of strife and con-
fusion, when man’s wisdom utterly fails.

J. J. CriTTENDEN, President,
JAs, GuTHRIE,

H. R. GanmsLE, of Missouri,

—

It would have been well if this question
could have been solved in some other mode

nothing but a divine interposition now can
determine it by other wgeans, A war upon
such a question ovght not te produce any
higher exasperaticn o¢ exeite any greater de-

ree of animosity than is incident to all wars.
n the meantige Jet the spirit of humanity )
and of the bigh civilization of the age, strip |
this war of the horrors that generally attend
such civil. gtrife. :

Our ftates desire, and have indicated a pur- |
ose Lo take no part in this war, and we be-
ieve thiat in this course we will ultimately
best serve the interests of eur common coun-
Lry. It is impossible that we should be indif-
ferent spectators; we consider that our inter-
.ests would be irretrievably ruined by taking
part in the conflict on the side where the
strongest sympathies ef our people are, and
that our sense of honer and of ffuty requires
that we should net allow ourselves to be
drawn or driven into a war in which other
States, without cousulting us, have deliber-
ately chosen to involve themselves. Our
safety and our dignity as among the most
powerful of the slave Statesdemand of us that
we take this position,

If the time shall come when our friemdly
mediation may arrest the further progress of
the strife, our most earnest and strenuocus
efforts shall not be wanting to bring about
peace, and it is by such efforts that we hope
to serve the interests of our country.

And now, in conclusion, we make our sol-
emn appeal to the people of the United States.
This 18 your government—its preservation is
your preservation—its overthrow is your ruin,
and you are the rightful arbiters of its fate.

We hope you will take the subject of this
address info your own consideration, Act
with the energy and decision of a free people.
In you and you alone we bave conlidence.
You have the intelligence and the power to
rule this fearful ecrisis. Make known your
will in some emphatic form that shall give
authority with your representatives every-
where.

May we not earnestly hope that you, the
people, the whole people, without regard to
arties or sections, will he able to eommand

will see the propriety and necessity of hav-
ing a cessation of present hostilities, so that
the measures of pacification which your wis-
dom may devise, can be calinly considered by
your constitutional authorities.

We venture to suggest for your considera-
tion and action, two specific propositions as
most iikely to lead to pacification:

Ist. That Congress shall at once propose
such constitutional amendments as will se-
cure to slaveholders their legal rights, and
allay their apprehensions inregard Lo possible
encroachments in the future. |

2d. If this should fail te bring about the
results so desirable to us and go essential to

the best hopes of our country, then let a]

voluntary convention be called, composed of
delegates from the people of all the States, in
which measures of peaceable adjustment may

'be devised and adopted, and the nation res-

caed from the continued horrors and calami-
ties of civil war. PA |
" To our fellow-citizens of the North we de-

\ W, A, HALL.

than by a resort to war; but it may be that

o
1
¥

J. B. HExXpERSON,
Wwu. G. Pomeroy,
R. K. Wirriams,
Arc’p Dixon, RO
F. M. Bristow, Lide
Josuva F. Beirr, ' 3
C. A. WICKLIFFE,'

G. W. DuNerap,

J. F. RosiNson,

Jxo. B. HovusTton,

Roms’r RicHARDSON, -

Joun CarLpweLr, of Tennessve.

Difficulties on the Plains.

We are indebted toJ. Bromley, Esq., Super-
intendent of the Eastern Mail Division, for
the following letter by Pony: :

Mrirersviiig, U, T., June 21, 1861.

James E. BroMmrEy:

Dear Sim:—On last Tuesday your Mail
mules and Express animals were stolen by
the Cheyenne Indians from Btrawherrf creek,
also a large number of the Snakes’ ponies
from the upper crossing of SBweet Water. The
‘Snakes followed the Cheyennes and had a
ficht from Rock creek towards the head of
Beaver, in which the Snakes had four men
killed and two very badly wounded. They,
however, succeeded in getting eight Cheyenne
gealps and about half of their own ponies,
also the principal portion of your mules and
Ex%real horses, which they will deliver to

Ei - ! J

You may depend upon the above, as I was
an eye witness. Reid got shot through the
shirt in followiug the mules, but fortunately
not hurt, :

Yours, very obedient,
W. S. GiLsERT,

-

Birr or Farx.—The following fishy article
we clip from an exchange:

The garrison at Cairo--not Cairo in Egypt,
but Cairo in Illineis—who are blockading the
Lower Miississppi by stopping all down-going
boats loaded with provisions and war munij-
tions, have a lively time eating catfish. The
Ohio and Mississippi, at Cairo, abound in the
biggest kind of this fresh-water species of the
genus squalus. The bill of fare of the regi-
mental mess of the garrison is thus waggishl
get forth: 1st. Catfish: 2d. on~laree cﬂ!ﬁg{
with catfish sauce. 3d. A small ca'fish stuif-
ed. 4th. Several catfish not stuffed. Hth.
Some fried catfish., 6th. Catfish “omlet,”
mixed, Tth. Scrambled catfish--a great va-
riety—very good. 8th. A large number of
very small catfish, ¢ le Francaise. 9th. A
few catfish. 10th, Some more catfich.

~-Jackson, who killed Col. Ellswerth, as
reported, was a brutal, reckiess fellow, who
had killed two persons before, one of whom
was a catholi¢ priest.”

-Lawyern..rdnutm:a. pﬁactﬁui'l and old maids
belong to the non-producing classes In the
| &at“- i .

" —Two hundred able bodied seamen are ad-
vertised for at Savanvah for the Confederate
Lnaval gervice. The prineipal inducement ap-
"pears to be that “four eents per day will be
allowed for grog.” Sosaystheadvertisement,




