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|in mind that at the time [ now
speak of, the dectrine of plurality
gttt < huctrim ot sl -l S0 i
eo0 n the last

v I 1| dispensation; but it was the gifts

ELBER F n BIUHABBS of the Bpirit, it was the doctrine
At-the GenerealOonference held | of present revelation, it was the
in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake tarrlblg.rupnlulva idea that there

. , ‘Oct. 6th, 1879. could a man raised up in our

day who should be a prophet that
gshould bring again the word of the

R Dl&counés- :

LN, N

"REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE.

f"’{ﬂ. and s mﬂt;ﬁlm! mfﬂn
| 0 ‘people, created a fresh
IN contem the condition of | su¢burst of pious indignation in
the:work of the Lord asit is on the | the minds of those who were so de-
earth to-day, and as we have had| vout, and who claimed to occupy

tlo Buntempllte it fl.'ﬂm thﬂ .Hm ﬂf thﬂ "ﬂt‘d‘ﬂ nf ]iberhy.ﬂ

history in 1its existence in former| |[¢ was buta short time after this

stﬂkhi'g::n ﬂﬁa’ax T:mﬂnd & Very | —stepping along rather rapidly in

_ | ... | the histoery of eveats—till the doc-
IWMII need tell my uongrdgll-.-_ trine of plarality of vwives was re-

tion this aftérnoon that we as 4| yegled to the Baints,away in the
people bear a sigaifieant relation 0| weat, on bhaqblnllﬂ of the Mississ-
the people of the United States in tppl’ though mot publicly pro-
a pelitical point of view, and with-} hiaimed until 1852, ina Utah, - But

undertaking to review the va-|ihe gound of this sacred scriptural
rious periods of the earth’s history;)| goetrine, when it came to be made

nd_the relationship. which. Lk | d the very acme of
work -of God st different times|ali ghat was corrupt, abomisable

has Hﬂﬂt&igﬂd to its inhabitants, it ungodly, and thu, who pro-
may perhaps be enough 1o refer 1o |fesged to believe in the doctrine of
ene circumatance in the days of our| nslygamy were not deemed fis to
Savior. hen John the Bﬂpt-lﬂt ive on the earth. Cﬂmuﬂnﬂy,

had gone forth among the people|jf I were to take a text to preach
of Palestine, telling them that the imm.} would take ‘Where Era we

kingdom of heaven was at band, | now?”

and calling: upon all who enter-| - Apout the year 1854, or 6, the
tained faith in his mission to come| terrible odium of these twe princi-
and be baptlzq.l—-lt IPWH that he b.l dﬂctr!illﬁﬁj and polyglmy espe-
created quite a sensation among|gially,had atiained such a political

the people, insomuch that all they | hold on the minds of the religious
of Jerusalem and Judea and the re- | community, that they wﬂ.[ﬂg pre-

gions round about went forth and| pared to place these as two planks
were baptized by him in great mul- |5, the party platform, which was
titudes, as recorded in Mark, i, 8, to be adopted as a ground upon
This had a political effect upon the | which a President was to be elect-
rulers of that day, and when John | The ecelebrcted Benator Doug-
was follewed :b -.-f' _ l;,pfmd'hiﬂ Wwon- | 1as,after we had come out from the
derful works, they began - to say-|mijdst of the people and come into
“If we let:him thus alone all men|the wildroess, a  thousand miles

will bﬁuﬁ"’égﬂ-mﬁ d the Rom- | from any settlement of civilization,
ans will come and take away our|announced to the country that if
placé = and™ ‘mation”’ © It ‘Was | he were made a candidate for the

very . direttly & matter. of political| presidency of the United Btates,
significance and importance. nis opinion was that “ihe loathe-

I ‘réeollect that some fifty years|some ulcer must be cut out from
ago, in the days of my youth, and|ihe side of the body politic.”” That
in the land of the Puritazs, I used | was his political faith in regard to
to bear and to see aged matrous 8s|this one of the twins. President
well as. reverend, ministers wring- | Buchanan was elected with a clear
ing their hands and lifting up their | ynderstanding that the abolition of
eyes with 'holy”‘horror, because|polygamy was one of the jobs he
there was 8 great evil in theland| was undertaking., He tried his
called slavery. They could scarcely | hand at this first, but on finding
eat or drink in yor-worship [ that it took two years for his army
God with"the spirit and ‘urder-|to reach the field of their opera-

standibg, by reason of A terrible|tjon+, and then in their decimated
sense of condemustion resting on)gondition were dependent upon

their - consciences—because Lheir | polygamists for subsistence, the
brethren in the Southern Btates| presiige of the campaign dwindled
believed in slavery. This came t0|jown te what was commonly
be worked up by the preachers in|known as the “‘contractor’s war on
the pulpits, by the politicians in|the Treasary.” . -
their stump speeches,by the parents| When, in 1860, the Republican
of households, and fulminated by | party eame into power, it assumed
tne press; until in nearly every |the obligation which President
class of society there was continual | Buchanan had failed to discharge
stir and sepsation about slavery |in regard to the ‘‘twin relics;”’ and,
in the SBonthern Btates. This ter- | to avoid repeating the mistake

rible evil had become one of such | which he had made,turned its atten
vast importance that it must seme | tion to the other twin, This soon
day bring a national scourge, aund | farnished oceasion fora recall of
in their great anxiety and horrer | the remaining troopsin Utah to the
over ‘this, and their determination | other fleid of conflict.

to put it away, they stirred up the| I feel more interest in narrating
fire until the North were at enmity | these facts, because our rising gen-
and hostility against the Bouth, | eratlen, as well as many Saints
and the South were at enmity and | who have immigrated to our midst
hostility against the North. We |from abroad, are not familiar with
well recollect what were the conse- | the eircumstances which bhave

uences of the recent terrible con- | brought us to our present ition.

et that devastated and demoral- | A little patience and I will notice
ized so much of our beloved eoun- |gsome of the circamstances attend-
try. While this fanaticism was |ant upon what has beea done, and
raging in the North, and silent | perhaps we may judge therefrom
preparations for defence were going | what has to be done, if i¢ ever gets

on the South, none seemed to-eon- | done at all.
gsider the cost of hundreds of thou- Formerly, the Representatives

sands of lives, or the taxation nec- [aud Senators from New England | gomy

essaty 1o pay a few hundred mil-|went to Washington laden with
lions of war debt, and still less the | petitions to Congress to abolish
demoralizing iﬁﬁuﬁn .- thereby | silavery in the District of Colum-
fastened upon the eountry. bia, even more etrongly than priest
About the same or very |and people have recently been ask-
soon after, when the Elders began |isg Congress to abolish polygamy.
to préach she gospel in that region, |'Ex-President John Q. Adams pre-
1 xecollect that there arose guitea |sented lengthy petitions containing
sensation about this people that |thousands of names on many yards
fessed to have new revelation. | of pngr, and became known as the
dmed to strike these same con- | Member who manufactured public
opinion by the yard. These appli-

cations were repeated year after

sctentious, religious people with
consternation thst anybody should
| year. Be it remembered that the
District of Columbia is not a State,

dare to eay that God would now re-

veal himself t0 the human family;
but is governed by direct legisla-
tion of Congress< And what was

that it was the most impions blas-

EIIW ‘t0 preach that the priest-
ood ha the result of the strenuous and
powerful efforts of the most brill-

d been restored, or to assert |
that the Holy Ghost was given in

the latter days, or that the gifts of | iant and profound statesmen of the
the Spirit were made to abound | North, contested, of course, by the
among the ehildren of man. No|best Statesmen from the South?
indeea; it was not to be tolerated | The result was that slavery was not
any more than the doctrine of sla- | abolished in answerto the petitiens
very. There were here and there a | of the Northern people, bat it con-
few, though but very few in pro- | tinued a political question, and be-
portion te the "general population, | came a powerful factor in the poli-
that did receive this very alarming | tics of the country, If an anti-
doctriné "among those professing | slavery State was admitted into the
religions belief in the mission of | Union from the North, a pro-slavery
our blest lqdnnmﬂr. It will be berne | State was admitted from the South,

—

Compromises were made between

tates, until some of the Bouthern

Btates declared for secession, and |

on the question of their right to do
80 the war commenced, and not on
the direct question of abolition of
- mr:{: the firing of the first gun
the demon of war seemed to inspire
the contending parties with the

maost bitter enmity and rancorous |

hate towares each other, while mul-
titudes met their near Elmman in
mortal combat, Year after year:
the war raged, till the Southern
armies were recruited by their
slaves; the Treasury of the nation
was rapidly depieting; flerce en-
gagements and wasting disease had
done their work; and recruits were
enlisted for three years, or till the
end of the war, and President Lin-
coln, by proclamstion, abolished
the slavery of several millions of
Hegroes, not as a political measure,
bot 88 a measure justitied by the
exigencies of war. [ state these
facts without any argument as to
whether slavery should be justified,
or eondemned. Their great ances-
tor said they should be servants of
servants ameng their brethren,
making their servitude the fulfil-
ment of prophecy, whether aecord-
ing to the will of God or not.

But where are we to-day? We
fina slavery dis of, but what
of Polygamy? This question is as-
suming preportions which seem
to overshadow us so completely
that even John chinaman gets no
special consideration in Utah. -

About the time of the ‘‘Bull
Ran-stam-pede,’’in 1862, when of-
ficers,raw recruits,and congressmen
fled from the battle field and took
shelter in the CQCapital, (Congress
passed & law making plurality of
wives, bigamy, or polygamy 'if you
please, a penal office. Now ‘it
should be distinetly understood
témt this nlf;uﬂa;i; niat sinful be.:ir:n
ongress made it penal, There
is no ungodliness in it, becanse
has reyvealed it, he has commande
it: Congréss of the United amteé
says that it must not be permitted.
Well,then, **Where are we to-day?”
What have we to expecl? This law
has been passed—although we had
hoped that Congress and the nation
had sufficient virtue enlighten-
ment, liberly, and the spirit of the
constitution - of the fathers left
amopg them, that they could see
that vhis was not a sin or an evil—
yet we find they have closed their
eyes against this, and bave de-
termamed that it js sin, while cor-
ruptions of every kind are permitted
to be carried en in the gountry,
such a8 prostitution, foeticide,
infanticide, etc., that becouse we
have embraced the faith of Abra-
ham, Isasc, and Jacob; we must be
demolished or give up our religious
faith, The highest court of the
nation has declared polygamy un-
comstitutional, yet in its nature it
is the oanly potent remedy by
which to eradicate the g0  called
social evil, with. -all its borrid con~
oomitants, from Lthe land. Yet
they cannot see it, and they decl-
are that all who epngage in poly-
gamy shall suffer from two to five
years imprisonment and not ex-
ceeding $500, fine.

Now I want to place it
clearly before you, my ' hear-
ers, that this is no longer the busi-
ness of a party,it is to-day the voice
of thenation. Mr, Sécretary Evarts
in his circular letter sent (o minis-
ters in foreign countries, saysinthe
last clause that ““Lhis government
has determined to prosecute poly-
to the extent of the law and
to eradicate the iustitution from
the country.” These are his words,
That is authority so far as autbor=
ity from the United States govern-
ment goes,; we fiud the same thing

reiterated in the charge to the|

grand jury in this city a short time
8g0, u{n the voice of forty to fifty
millions of people mnst have its
rule and that one hundred thous-
and must be sacrificed or as many
of them as In;‘igt on thein} doctrine of
lygamy. at is about where
E:;FE:HF to-day. Now I ask
my brethern and sisters—are you
prepared for whatever comes on
this question? Did' you when you
entered into the waters of baptism
make up & reckoning what the
gospel of Jesus Christ was worth?
Have we _considered that it was
worth fathers and mothers,brothers
and sisters, houses and lands,wives
and children,and our own lives also?
I[f we did not we figured up wrong,
for he that is not willing to forsake
all things and make them gsecon-
dary te a whole-souled bellef in and
faithful obedience to the gospel, is
not worthy of it. I ask my
brethren and, sisters who have

ties for the admissien of certain |

—

—

come from the antipodes of the
earth to this jplace for the gospele,

sake 1f you came prepared and hav.
ing made such a reckoning? Jesus

says in one of his parables, ‘*Which
of you, intending to build a tower
sitteth not down first and counteth
the cost whetbher he have suffic-
jent to finishish it, lest, haply
after he hath laid the foun '
and is not able to finieh it, all that
behold it begin to imock him 88y-

ing, this man began to build, and’
: ) Now that

weas< not able to finish,

i= about the way with us. 'Th

is no use our laying the ﬂuﬂgrgz

unction to our souls that govern-

ment is not agoivg to do thﬁ_ .

bave got an example of what they

bave done to the Bouthern Btates,

and have no doubt t.hegr ﬂtjmt as
Ty

o ié";:?.ﬂ'“““%;;g.“m

us 4if God _ ~them. ey
have come fo_that polut, T'I‘.Q:r
bave pronounced lfllh lygamy
and are ready to n_ﬂ?' ire and
bribe men’s wives to al ll! the con-
viction of their husbands. I have
no doubt of it; you need not have.
They are here telling us plainly
that this is their and we

need only to look around us and

seee where we are to-day.

Now, as regards this matter, no-

body need tremble at all,
think that any who have received
the Holy Spirit and learned of the
revelations of Jesus Christ, and
know of theirinfluenee, need fear,or
that anybody’s beart who is faith-
ful before God, need be any heavier

1 do not

than it'is in the hdbit of being, or

that their faces need be any longer JI!O
na

is the higher .and. eternal law aud
'whic W‘?ﬂr and more recent
ﬂ}; hile they are carrying on

8 high !'dul. procecding,  lIe-

than they are used to be. Not at
all; we must look upen thisasonlya
part of Lhe ‘all things” we agree
to endure for the gospel’s sake and
our salvation. Now, they may go
to law, and fix up, as we eee already,
phcked juries, just such as

‘want, so that

1 of
Jesus Christ, whether he believes
in polygamy or not, can have any
place among them, or any say as to
who are innocent er who are guilty.
We have evidence that they will
do all this, and having done this

much, it would be very easy for,

them next winter to fix up, such
laws concerning juries and testimo-
ny as will enable them to carry

\ITy Oout
what they bave undertaken. W
give them credit for all, th 553

we have evidence they. o it,
from the fact that tz:(}nnﬂiulfﬁ‘ .
has been no limit te their forsuer
enactments. Indeed, it /has virtu-
ally been cast overbosrd, and lib-
Eexty 1 {:‘;m_t-mrﬁﬂﬂh laws
bk i Ty bt
te. measures, and it will be just as
coneistent for them te do anything

they please in regard to -PPIIMJ'E

_ ey
mined plish
 _The true issue of this

quautinn h
notexactly between us individually

and the ceurts, or t

The issue is : bet " v

ween the two gov-

ernments, If they who make us

offenders are at a losa to know

which is the higher law, they will.

have plenty of time to find out. It

is a violation of both the letter and

the spirit of the Constitution, and
of good and true government of
this nation, that there should be

| g the
man’s Eﬂﬂlmhip The

We |

no Latter-day Saiat;
use who is a believer in the gos

him some act of subordination as
though he were still- a subject of
that government. What was the
result? The government of the
United States, when appealed to,
informed the authorities of that
land that his rights as an American
citizen must be respected, We see,
then, that when a difficulty arose
that abridged this man’s" liberties,
the responsibility . was upon the
parent goverament of asserting and

: rights of this
| authori-
Lies of Xurope as well as' America

lauded the wisdom ef Daniel Web-

ster in this case; and the man was

delivered.
Now, in our case the government

has determined - that polygamy
shall be

quch
A

‘edness eshall be reoted uvp; that

bolished, but the govern-
ment of t‘é#in'h;d-pmvlmly de-
tenninu‘.tr sy shiould be
established, and that gin and wick-

men and women shall have the
ml;h Il: “mm: : higber law in
eir m ons.

| Thh.lhbrr m:l, this is where
we are to-day. -We have accepted
this - dectrine, ihis
faith from the Liord Jesus Ubrist,
and we, or ‘someof us, have lived
it more tham thirty years in this
Territory.; | And in the matter of
ag.:;:zl inasmuch as the gov-
er ng is determined to eradicale
thisdtem of our. faith, and us witli
ity of eourse, and inasmuch ‘as we
oan’get mo redress therefrom, our
appeal must be to the government
of -Heaven, fo whbich we. baye

vowed &llegiance. . Jehovah will

Id, & comtention with this

ony and will show them which.

life, liberty, or the pur-
ngﬁ[npﬂ, the God of heav-
ex'and earth will Hotily the earthly
§ ‘that the rights and
ifberti¢s of ‘his eitizens must be re-
rpdaliil and maintained.
- “The whole procedure is inconsis
tentand utterly at variance with the
undsmental principles of law. The
eatlegal apostle, Blackstone, has
nly étated, and every lawyet

1 = i}rﬂ' O
Buit'e

and founded upen the revealed

aw: of God, which be gave to Mo-
s on MPIEIF nal, and every maxn
' them who rejects the revelatious

f%ﬁéﬂn, must know that

ning himeself in the
' The

ed by Latter-day
: '”gn and of j
Lone tibolk' 15 wibins r1gbE
: npges upon no other right
t Wféd'_l?hmnl rights in him
'ho atoépts the heavenly doetrine
whose Author has satd, “It shall
s visited with blessings snd not
ursinge, and with my ypower,
' e Liord.” - It cannot there

rohibitnm, by the Act of Cox

With this view of the subjer
us what have we to do

rinciple of

that human laws and gov-
rnments are professedly derived

els, and is evidenced
sopal bumanity of our
8 Christ., Plurality,as be- |

Iy

in se, but Is ounly malum |

is our privilege and ow

r

any Jaw made that should restriet | dut in the premises? It is that

our belief or practise of any religion
doctrine, which dpes not iutringe

upon the rights of others. The b
;1;? g thers on-,

ution expressly says that ‘““Con-
gress shall make no law respecting
an establishment of religion, or
ibiting the free exercise thereof.!”
either is there anything in' the
Coupstitution that tells Presidents,
Congressmen,Judges,or juries,what
shall be religion, or what shalluet
be religion. | Aldron
In the days of Jesus, their Benate
and House of Representatives,
their Bupreme and legser courfs
were comprebended in the Sanhe-
drim, or f Council, which was
an institution of the j ewish gov-
ernment to determine all matters,
secular or religious. In our day,
although there is no law except the
law of God that determines what
we may accept as religion and what
we shall not, there is a principle
which T call your attention to, that
will enable us 'to understand our
position 'in relation to each other
and to our fellowmen. I may per
haps illustrate this best by :!ltlng
& ‘circumstance which took place =
few years ago, while I wad'in Ea.
rope. A gentleman from one of
the European States had-emigrated
to this country and bad become a:
Ameriean citizen. He rﬁt.qrnpd?;
his native country toattend tosome
business.. While there that gove

ernment undertook to enforce from

we near to God the author
of our faith in bumility and in
edience to a)]l his requirements,
membering sur covenapts sacr-

jay reach his ears and when he
seniour trouble he will in hisown
d time step forth and deliver |

8. We have erred and sinned

more or less, some of our children
may have departed from the way

{ the Iiord,. If we bave wviolated
Eh:a mbhatg: tzkan the name of the

ord in vain,or violated any of
our covenants it is time fer us to
orn to the Lo:d and do so no more
{ wa do this He in his own

due time will say ‘‘Hitherto shall

t thy,K proud waves  be stayed.”

i:tuucuma. but no further and here
e
hile,

then, we see all the bl

andisamenis of civilization amouvg
vey, while we ree all the troubles

tbat human governments esad
make, in our view we have only
ﬁltml&, in God as Daniel did. Nol-

thetanding the edict of the King
he worshepped the true and
living  God, S0 must we. And
pmt{ﬂntnu all these things
must . bappen Jte ‘us, There
are

ot - t mMADY among s
who ssy ‘‘Lerd Lord,” and do pot

retend tede the things which
&od- requires of  us. We . -have

to keep’
we have to sense it and fo

e command mrents of God.
learn

Have

Iy before him, that our cause |



