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THE DESERET WEEKLY.

THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

STAKL CONFERENCE SENSATIONS.

The NEWS hase had ocoasion to point
oul tbat pensational and untrue reporte
of Btake conferences are furnisbed to
some of itg cotempornriee, with the re-

stlt that there is much comment of a
foollsb and sometimes viclous obarac-
ter, siuce it !s hased on a miestatement
ot misunderstanding of the facts. We
poioled out that with reterence to the
recent Siake conlererce at Provo thle
sensaflonsl ipacouracy wes given
coneideravle play. ALl the Tonele pon-
erence uleo, it was indulged In aud
given even hbrevader scope; aes It bAra
been in the reports lurnisbed of several
ward conlerences. Cacbe Stake was
brought oty the eame ilne of reporte
concerning the meetinge at Logan.

There the Biake clerk came oul
with s prompt denlal of the
pri. cipal misstatemceuts  published

hete. Hinletter appears in the Trib-
urpe of Lhis morning, nud reads:

Editor Tribupe:—In your epecial from
Logan, appearing in ihe {ssue of May
4th, there are some discrepancies which
convey a wrong impression of what oc-
curted and do ap injustice :0 s0me men
whose Dames ure menliosed. The vot-
lng on 1lie recent declara lon was as full
and beariy va the writer has witnessed
on any occusion in our Stake conferences.
The opposition vote, as I counted it
numbered five, but I learned there were
two bebind me under the gallery who
also voted in the negative. The estimate
given by your informaunt was atleas:
double ihe acinal oppesition vote. Your
cofrespondent was misiniolmed as 10 the
action before the High Council. Of the
three mcutipped as voting againstthe
manifesio, George W. Thatcher and A.

Farr Jr. did not vote eiither way,
while A. G. Burber voted for it,

There was also an error as to the cause
for not presenting the Stake authotities, !
It has Dot been the role for several years
in this S1ake to present them more than
once, or at most twlce a year. All the
authorities were put before the confer-
ence in KFebrnary; it therefore would
be unustal to present them agsain at
this 1ime.

Trasting vou will give this puablicily
in the interest of fairness, yours truly,

J. E. WILsON,

Clerk of Stuke and of High Council,

1.0GAN, May 5, 1896.

We refer to thie matier now go Lhat
readers of the NEWS may bave anolher
suggeslion as lo the perveree character
of the reporte referred to, and Lhe
uawortby motivese which icepire them.
There bas heen a greatdeal of raving
ang ranting througb some of the papers
over conuditiovs which have bac no
existence except in imagination awak-
ened by thege incorreel snd overdrawn
reporis, end then oniy tbrough ueduc-
tions of an extreme and uvnreasoniog
cbaracier. The whole tbiovg will eim.
mer down aiter 8 while, when the
fuliy of \hose Who have hren atouling
to werd off sppanihube ut tneirowan
crestion whil he made manifest.

8 yme people huve become s0 wedded
to ibe practice ef misrepreeenting the
Mormone that they cannol lay it aside
except for a little while al a limwe, and
thege are making meet of the present
opportunity to revel in Lie mire. We
should Iiks (o polntout to tbem some-

tbing better, if they would beed; bot if
they wil) persist in following the haser
rouree, they muet abide the conse-
guencee, People ot fairer judgment
and mote honorable inclinatlons will
suon censs to be agitated by tbhe nolze
and contortions for which there is no
ncearion whatever. Abraham Lin-
culn’s remark about focling the people
18 apropos to the present silunztlon; and
the sensation mongers whoattempl the
Jeception will not be gainers therehy
in tbe long run, since truth aund the
good eenge of the people are against
them,

EXCESS INDEBTEDNESS INVALID.

The isening of wargants in excees of
legal indeblednees bas been o theme oOf
much Jjescusston and worry In Balt

Lake cliy and county; and #o far as
coDcetud counly wakranls nf that
character [swed prior to the Inaugu-
ration of Lue Btale goverument, the
Legislature, atter cowslderable strug-
viing, wiw inducea lo valldaie them.
Tnis legieialive acliou, howevxer, dia
not suthorize cilive or counties to go
vn ju tocurnng indebledness in excsss
ol toe legal limil; nence uny euch
debh 8 Duw of beresiler cantracled are
void.

Tne Biste Conelitution provides
tbat no couuly or subdivieion 1here-
of, or cily, viliage or schoo!l
district ehaill creste in  any une
year &n debt In exXcess of the
taxes for that year, except by consent
of the texpaying voler:; aud when this
coneent j» glven at an election held for
the purpoee, the counly cannol incur
anindebteuness, inecjuding thatalready
existing, exceeding two pet cen!i of the
agpetsed valuation of properiy, nor can
a cily or lown excied four per cent ol
«uch valustion; this restriction did not
apply in osses where bonds, etc., bad
been arranged for prior Lo admiseion
to the Uplon, but became operative on
all business done alier stalebuvod was
aarumed,

It 8 no secret that in Bait Lake
cily and county there arte some wpo
urzelhatan excess of the deht limit will
Le a necessity before the end of the pres-
entyear andwho confiuently assert that
that ruch excess will be met and pajd
rather than that any ‘‘repudiation’?
shail take place. To such we soggest
that there are othere, and a very large
number, too, who Tesl Lhat the *‘repu.
diation™ ery bss gone Jar encugh in
the way of justifylng the payment o!
illegnlly incurred deble, no matter for
what purpose, The uJjscussion and
events of a few months age, during the
irgislative sespion, and the provisione
of law on the snbject, which bave been
referred o so much thal tpey tught to
e commonly undetstood, are regarded
as u puflisient nolice to all comera thal
If they ullow themnrelvee it become cted-
iturs 10 ei'ber olly of poumty Outeiue
uf tbe Jegsl Jimit luey wikl be barred
irom making auy collectlosn. There 12
no repudiation in this busaipese; it is
metely a biunt refuea] to have the
Constliution any law Ltrifled with as
the latter bas been in the pact by cer.
taln officia k.

‘t he decisjon ¢fLhe supreme court of

California in what i3 kxnown as the
Bradford case, banded down |aat
Tueeday, should be a sbggestion Lo
prospective creditors ol clty and county
that thejr biils should be within the
legal deht limit If the¥Y want ibem
pald. In be state referred to, (be
‘‘repudialion?’ argument was worked

in jmstification of exceeding the
deb?t lia hility until a sult
was entered to stop it Wallace

Bradford he:au suit in 1885 to bhave
the autborities of the oily end county

of Ban Franciecy enjodned from
furtber IDCreaslng the munici.
tal deficit, as represented by the
exceps. AL that tlime Lthe debt

Hmit had been passed by $205,000,
wilh a prospect tbat hy the cloee of the
flscnl year it woulu reach $350,000. It
was his theory that such bills could
not be paid because of tbe Constitu-
tional ptovieton Ioibidding the meking
of tbe obligatiou. In Lhe lower courts
he jost kis caae, but tbhe supreme court
deciaion is {n bis tavor on every poinl
The coort holds that an equity eourt
would resirain the levy snd collection
-fa tax intended to meet the j}legrl
debt. The courteays o«f the comstitu-
tionsl rule, that “It pirces a )imit, a
check, upou the power of municipal
officers to expend mobney beyond the
resources provides for the current
yeal. A barrier sgainst indebtedpess
by muanicipal officers and local bodles
has been crealed hy lbe constjtution.”?
Cypou tuie, the coult holde that the
creduiurs for the smount or the excees
of jndebiedness canbol be pajd;, aad
with resgect to the Injunction asked
for adds:

We cunclude, then, that in a proper
case mutinipal officers, at the instance of
a laxpayer, wiil be constrained from con-
tracting illegal debts and from levying
and collecting taxes for the payment
thereot 2and from enforcing the payment
ot such taxes,

Perbaps in Salt Lake gity and
county thers will he no credilors out-
aide of the amount of lmitation fixed
by the Biate Constitution; and per-
haps there may he, judging by lhe
trend of aflaire. And if there are any,
they need not besurprieed at some lax-
payer proceeding asin the Califoruia
care. Creditors who sometimes take
cbances hereabouts ou illegally in-
curred ds bte might not find it unproft-
able to Eeep thelr weather eye open.

C—————

THE FRENCH DISPUTE.

The Unlited Biates bas bad ils tilt
with England over the Venezuelan
matter and with Bpaio s¢ver Cuba; and
now it bas been talklng right oul to
France on the eubject of that
coguntry’s diecriminatisn agajnst the

American catlle businese, The ad-
ministralion’s communications on this
subject were ot & nature Lbat even
Frenchmen, who are accustomed to
considerable vivacily of expression,

thoug bl them *a jitile Hery * Jo
themn 4 vwas wbDpoousced that if
France dJdiu  pot cesse the dile-

crimination complained of, regulationa
sgaipet French commerce would be
enforced, and relaliation be mede
whicb would offset the conditicn now
complained of, yet which couid not be
regarded se a carus beilr.

It is }n commercial matters that un-



