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thoughtless latterday Saints who may
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a intro formally ot nicking an Interest-
In their faith and In their pru era I
would remind them that there la imb-

alance In this desire and that It la of
highest Importance that tile people bo
taught of Ood Anti the means ap-

pointed by which they may b1nothotaught Is that those the labor
ministry shall speak as moved upon by
the Italy Ghost

The end of all preaching of Off In
struction as I understand It IIs to be-

get faith In the hearts of the hearers
and the reason why It In of such great

I importance thnt filth be Implanted In
the hearts of the children of men Is be-

cause faith Is the Incentive to all ac-

tion the foundation of all righteous-
ness Hence the labors of the Servants
of Ood In nil gea of the world havebeen
to Implant faith In the hearts of
the people Faith Is not the first prin-
ciple ot the Gospel merely on account
or some conventional arrangement that
has been made It Is the Hint principle
of the Gospel because of tire nature of
the thing Itself from Its nature It
cornea first It being oa I have already
stated the Incentive to all action the
driving force the power which Impels
men to repentance and to every good
word and work In regard to this prin-
ciple of faith I want to read a brief
quotation from the third lecture on the
subject of faith In the Doctrine and
Covenants livered to a school of
IIderm In Klrtllln In an early day of
the Church and I fear somewhat
neglected by the Saints findl perhapi
by some of the Elders In these days
It IIs a very logical statement of tire
principles that enter Into the subject-
of faith and I want to address myself
more especially In the youth who are
present upon this subject The doc-

trine Is stated as follows

Lt us here observe that three
things tire necessary In order that any
rational and Intelligent being may ex-

ercise faith In God unto life and sal
vitlicFirst the Idea that lie actually ex-

ists
Second a correct Idoa of III a chrurac

ter perfections and attributes
Thtidlyan actual knowledge that the-

course of life which he Is pursuing IIs-

according to Ills will For without-
an acquaintance with these three Im-

portant facts the faith of every ration
al being must be Imperfect und unpro-
ductive

The first thing neressary to that
faith that shall be Sufficient to obtain
life and salvation Is the Idea that God-

existis It would not take long truly to
demonstrate the truth of tha doctrine
The force of It Is very enslly seen from
the negative standpointby which I
mean this Why Is It that men who
claim to be atheists men who do not
believe In God why Is It that they do
not repent of their In1 Why is It
that they do not receive baptism for
the remission of In1 Why Is It that
thy are not found to Ing to walk In
harmony with the requirements of
Gods laws It IIs all easily answered

hy Saying fthpydc 10 not believe In tile
exltenca a and consequently 410

not consider themselves under any
0ligations vhatwever to kp Ills earn-

mandnients or obey Ills ordinances
so we who hv eycd to keep fit-

commandments lea If the lIden1tIlls existnef not heen Ili our
mind o would be j oat title thy tile
ive would not have come unto Illm we-

would not now Ile seeking to Itecit Ills
am landments because having the

Idea that Ho dill not ixlst of olla it
would follow that we would not have
believed that Ho hall given any com
rnandments to bo obeyed hence the
Prophet Paul who perfectly understoodl

this subject I think says In relation
to It that without faith It tIs tintless
hI o to please God for he that eomth
to God must believe that He Is that-
IsI that He exists and ho added fur
Ihr and It would be well for ui to
hold It In mind as we go on till-
sMntmnt that He IIs a lewarder of
all those who diligently seek Him

Time will not permit me to under-
take the plcnslng yet tin grent tkof pointing out to you the evidences
thnt exist to establish faith In the
hearts of men that not lives I Phall-

undertnice
I

merely tn cnll your ritton
thin to the lines of evidence that may
Ilop followed to prove that tact It Is not
difficult to understood how the
Idea nt the existence ot God first came
Into the world You can easily trnee It-
t Its primary source you pan lintl It
out b nsklns Yourselves the question
How till the Idea first occur to you I
undertake to Sly that the universal
answer to that question would b4 that-
away back In the days ot toddling
childhood II mother drew you it her
knee find en vlhIIe you mot l only
lisp the wortl of our language taught
you to address word or prniso and
thanksgiving unit a being Nhorn she
told you wom Civil YOU Reined Upon
the Idea right there and as you re-

ceived that Idea so too did your parents
before you and the generation before
them nnd the generation which on
rolled that nod sj you might confine
from genrntlon to genprntfon till You
reach a time and a iilaee when tills-
knowledge of the existence ot aod-
prang Into ho knowledge of our world

hy reason ot liflng delivered by tho
who knew ot Odd s existence and who
perpetuated that truth along the lines
of tradition

A great many men of supposedly
great Intelligence tire Inclined to snr
at ttieelidencefortheexi tencoofInd-
thnt comps along the line ot tradition
They dismiss It with the scoffing re-

mark Well that IIs mere tradition
Hut I desire to call attention to the fact
that tills line of evidence Is most trust-
worthy that It Is worthy of your
esteem I pray you think for a mo
nent what a strong hold It hen take
upon humanity It evffrywher
abounds It mutters not where you
look you shall find It You May go to
darkest Africa to the lowtto the
most dgml1cd or tile children ot men
arid you shall find this universal tradi-
tion or our rac It counts for nothing
that It exists under crude forms It ex-

erts a Powerful Influence lit their lives
They have held tu the general idea
From that extreme go to another Go-

to tire clvllloed races or mn where edu-
cation has attained Us greatest tri
umphs unit there you shall find the
presence of this tradition In full force
The Intelligence the education of those
who hold It hen not made It dimmer
but brighter than where you find It
among the savages And Betweenthese two extremes In every
ever7 clime humanity has held to this-
grand old tradition I pray you do not

hold Overt the heathen Into too great
ontempt I grant you that here and
there You may find them worshipping
it the shrines of stocks and stones
mages rude Rod repulsive caned by

their own unskillful hands seem to re
elvo their homage but I pray you
iccord een to tho Idolatrous heathen
it better understanding than to beltoo
that he thinks that the tneie stockor stone beforu which he how Is Indeed

OdoopN tenvtOtl You shall find It but
I ve of nn Idea standing
back of tho material object you shall
find It standIng up before him merily
that he Jury two an object to whichIlio may Immediately nddriss himself
nn objict representative perhaps of
some one or other of the many attributes which he at heart believes thattile Supreme Iower possesses I think
I see In tills Idol woishlp the proof ot
tile existence of nnuthcr doctrine that-
was once stamped upon the minds or-
mnll In ages gone by and Hi it Is I-hneclty for n medium through which-
man cm nppronch Clod In othir words
n mediator to Stand hetwen mOil find
Ud Think You riot Oint It entire from
tile grand Chri talon doctrine known
tOm the oIIIt ngN that Gild would
protil o it MHotor for milliklIld one
throUgh whom they could nPilronch theneal rather A Medlatoi-

Oorl
who

Kbould Interpret to them 7
However much this original
Iden may hllVo hn burl In
the rubbish or heathen tradition I
nevertheless belleve that tills idflatry
of the heathen holds In It the hensthnt originally innn Understood tInt
Ood the rather would have a Jledlatoi-

trndltli

Ibetween Him and the children tit menvn Christ Jesus the Lord Tills lint
ot evidence founded on 1-
1not to be scoffed at I know not how
unbelievers In Ood can explain It-
nway I pray You young roller day
flints think upon It respect It hold to
It as the beginning of your reasons for
faith In God and one of the lines of
evidences down which testimony of a-
very Positive nature comes to you or
the existence or clod

nut mark you the testimony of tra
lltlon Is not all It Is simply one titlejf evidence among others to which
want

I

to call your attention Hut In
these lectures on faith the testimony
of tradition Is exalted by the Prophet
Joseph nnd he lays It down ns a doc
trine that It Is by means ot the teachngs of the fathers that men next comento possession of the Idea that Clod
exists but once In possession of this
Idea men tire prepared to begin to ex-
ercise faith In God Tire Incentiveto action the mntle for obedience to
God nnd Ills laws Is planted In theheart by this tradition neordlng to theProphet Joseph and acting upon theprolublllly created by this belief In
Cod mm sought by obedience br
works ot rlghteouness to find God
and they found Him The veil wen
not sufficient to shut them out from
tile presence of the Creator Through
It they but until at last a Moses
Flood In the presence of God nnd cen
versed with Him DB it man converse
with a friend and learned the facts
concerning the creation ot this heaven
sind this earth nod 1010 mind IflumIned-
with this splendid knowledge of thegrnnd reollly or Gods existence so
cured to him through faith lie came
back to the children or mn bho face
Shining with thlnsrlrallon thnt come
from contact with God and here tes-
timony to the grand truth of Gods
existence nil Mosen hnrorth was-
nble to describe the character and at
trilluten of God for the Instruction of
the children ot men So were othern-
Nho had obtained likePrIvileges both I

before and since his day The testimonies of these worthies In various ages
of tile world come down to us In theholy scriptures The testlmons ofEnoch of Abraham ot JoMiua of theprophets and kings of Isinel and atlint the testimony ot the Sun of clodI
Himself of HIsAposlles Find the rldirswho labored under Ills personal directionsill these as well as Mos testifyof Undo existence nnd their testimonleg collected together and presen ed b >
devout souls recall to us through tbescriptures Add those volumes of I c
tlmony tto the evidence that you
In tradition nod behold how tit> argui
merit becomes strengthened for the ox
Istenco of God

The Latterday Saint are particuInrly favored nith more testimony of
UII mn lIt God In Past cities than tiny
other people on the rae or tile
earth We someUrne boost a little per
hnl4 of oUr good worko we bonta otour faith and yetw have no right it
lonant Wo have no ocension for any par
tlClllar selfeongralulitlon only In the
fact thnt we wess through the grace
ot led more of Ills word more of Illselutlons than tire rest of the world
have rccihcd I In addition to the ten
timony of the Jewish prophets wa have
the testimony of tho Nephlte pophets
These scriptures after slumbering In the
dust for rem lo the earth IIs opened
an outlet from Coil reveals their exlsteneea nw volume ot scripture Is
brought forth In the nook of Mormon
find we Pep double the tertlmony
that the world l possesses And since
we ponits twice the testimony ought
It riot to follow us n logical sequence
that we ought to have more faith than
the world that we ought to hae more
righteousness than the world You
have Inereised the causes shall not
the effect be Increased So Latterday
Saints You have noticing to boast of
God hath doubly blessed you You
ought to repay tire by twice the faith
Klce the drvotlon nod double the good

orks that are to be found In the lives
Of other people I woulel cry out
shame upon the Iuterday Saints If
they coull not point to more nchleve-

ents for Cod than the world con point
to seeing that they have double tMmount of elltnco on which to base
their faith And this dors riot begin to
tell It all either You sing sometimes
about the halt of n thing not having
Ion told Why bless your heart we
have scarcely pointed out a fraction
ot the thing we have In hand We
have the testimony of prophets pecu-

splratlon
1111 to our Onn ago The

to us did not end niCratmos
no more than It began lit Eden The
strearn ot revelation between ttile hen
vens arid the earth Iin renewed In our
day We have pro hets and apostles-
now nn Inspired 1ilisthood to bear
record of the great fundamental truths
ot the religion of Jesus Chrlstof tho
existence of Ood the truth ot tho Gos-
pel Add their testimony of tradition
then to the testimony of the Jewish
scriptures to the testimony of the
Nephlte scriptures and do you net
stand sui rounded by such a cloud of
witnesses that It would be a positive
shortie for unbelief or untideilty
to rear Its lead among the child
ten of the Latterday Saints What
excuse shall our young people
offer If ever they wnnder from the path
thnt led has marked out for their feet
And how great must be the condem-
nation that will met upon them If ever
they prove recreant to the things that
led has revealed unto them And Yet
there tire those who In the face of allthis would dare to deride Ood and to
refuse obedience unto the Gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ Ijxtlerday Saints

Paten in In Tarnel how anxioun ought
ou t be II 0111 chlldrn g away In

nbellef and Infidelity unde all these
ravorabl circumstances for the estab
IIshmnt ot raith

And Yet another line of evidenc-
Illilch unites with these already point
edl out to you David In one of hisglorious outbursts nt Inspiration said

Tire heavens declare the glory ot Unit
arid the firmament chowelh Ills
handiwork

Day unto day uttereth speech andnight unto night showeth knowl-
tatip

There Is-

their
no speech nor language where
voice not hi Lrdl

Their line IIs gone out through till the
nrth and their words to the end
of the world

The testimony of Idoses ot Isolah
Ezeklcl anti Jeremiah may bo locked l
111 for many rencrntlons In the He-

rcvI language and may riot for a
OIIB time become universal testimony

for men tho testimony ot the Nephlte-
rophets may be locked up In tile mss

I cry of the Reformed rgyptlan lan-
guage used bs them he testimony of-

rophels todas may for a mason bo
mlteiltoth-

bs
nation who are hated

them unit ulit can understand
their apech but Uod all over the
broad haen hath wr ten the tvl
dences of Ills existence unit ns Paul
lout If The Invisible things of Him
front tile creation of the world ao-elally seen being understood by tilethings that tire male even life etrnlll
Pallor and Oodhoad ro that they IIon-
righteoun men VllX deny Goolit exist-
Once tire o And when
You turn nwny from the dome orhen Inlaid with suns and planetary
svstems nnd with the microscope
zearcla out the secrets locked up In tile
world of atoms you again int evi
dences of the existence of God and
nine see proors of Ills wisdom Powerand glory

Now ms brethn nnd platers unitthese three linen or evldencetwltthem Into n threefold cord and you
shall IIn1 that It Is not only riot easily
broken lout lit my judgment unbriak-
able And-
evidences

when you take all these
Into account Is there not laida foundation for faith In God 1 Is

there not around You and about sou
that mhlch hymns the great truth of
Gods xltnce to your Souls Our
text sass that the first thing ncenry
to tire exercise of fnlth In God Is tile
Mon that lie nctualls exists Surely
the evitlenre ot tradition the testmany of those who have sought anti
found Ood and the evidence of the
marks ot nature lay a sufficient founda
lon for that Idea

Hut secondly a correct Idea ot 1119
character and attributes 18 easentiol-
to tile exercise or faith In God

I take It for granted that the mVnand women under the sound or my-
voice this nliternovin know what n
struggle after righteousness means I
take It for granted that You know how
hard n thing It Is to subdue this mortal-
clay and make It subservient to the-
will of Ood You know how bard It
to curl a proud spirit and make It-
walk In roper humllltj before led
Tou know how difficult It Is to put a
heck upon the nppetllen and to refuse
tn Indulge In those things which theppetites suggest I am speaklnir to
mn and vonien Acho know how hurtthing It Vsto control the Ilust 8 of thq
heart and the pride of life nod live In
linrmony volth the Spirit and prompt
Ingo thereof that come from Ood
Now If You will remember how many

I Imts you fall It you know how cam
It Is to be discouraged you will be abliot

to Penip tile truth of thin
down litm that In order to ext4clse
faith In God you mUI know some-
thing at His character and ot
1119 attributes For example we must
know Ihat Ile I Iow tu angerl ubund
tint In mercy and In IInodn MIllIng
llar tinxiousto forgive the repentant
It voo did not have theme Ideas or the
character ot U
would

d me would limit we
taint by the way oe would Ile

unable 10 continuo tire trllcel to
nrlso to the full maJesty ot the rtalure-or it mall In Chrlt JCAUR Our LnH
But when tile Lora rpnt for our con-
solation over and over and uyor rtaln-
I hill truth that Ile IIs Iowto onger
that Ile merciful anti lonilicuffilrin-
gkmelous and klod hooml our cmpre-
henovInnuhen we rommbr thatthough we fall dally of III we art
trusting In the glimco anti mercy of
Godl

The beauty of tills principle I think VrIs very forcibly drmn out In it con
versation that takes place hetnn J-
Plus arid the poPtls Peter come
111m with some ot Ills brethren and lie-
said Lord how on shall my brother
offend aglllllt me and I forgive himtill seven times r suppose that Peter
thourlit that his proposition was ir

wonderfully merciful one very emel-
ou

I
that It would be II remarkable man

Iho would forgive his rather seven
tllnP Ile wanted to he magnard
mUll Ileter was ono or the most gen-
Prous ot inen too ly nature It iterns
to me In the glimpses we get ot UIgreat Alvotalon life that you find In
him II largeness or goal magnalllmlty-
ot temper a nobleness ot Iarlnwhich really exalts hIm among his
brethren Ile Avas n hrond liberal
minded noble man Shall L Sold
lie forgive my brother raven times
Murk you the answer of Ju I MY
riot unto thee Until seven times hut
Until seventy times seven That gives t
Yet all opportunity ot comparison bo-
twen the littleness or man even nt 4
Ills best with the noble rnagnanimityor tile Lord Jesus Christ who was the-
rellex ns you know of tills llItherorrather through Him shone the littri
holes ot God tile rather Then how
noble and even above the petty ron
ceptlons of man Is the mercy ot God
and how we may rely upon HI Yet
do not think this attribute out of pro-
portion with tire other nttrlbutes ot
God in Him all the attributes of IIH
character are most beautifully blend-
ed nnd perfectedl While the quality
of mercy perhaps greater than Ha
dared reveal unto tho children of men
IIs In Him yet balancing that quality

meres Btnnds that of Justlcea Jus-
tice which preserves Ills mercy from
becoming miudlln find unworthy ot I
God JIISUC and Judgment are the
habitations ot His throne as well ao
mercy are parts ot Ills supreme ex
lied chaiactr Mercy the quality ot
which IIs not strained Is litmercy
blessing him that gives and him that AOL
takes mightiest in the mightiest be-
coming the throned monarch better
than Ills crown making earthly gov
rnmenl mot Ilk God when mercy
seasons justice mercy grand andgreat It Is will riot In the admlnls
tration ot God be allowed to rob Jus-
tice This Alltnerclful Being tom It

passionate as lie Is will not look upon
sin with the least degree of allowance
Sin Ho will condemn for It Is hateful tto Him nut the sinner who repents
aridl desires to turn away from tr-
gresslon and thirsts after righteous
ties blessed IIs he for Gods hand
shall be extended to him and He WIlt
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