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"EDITORIALS.

THE statement having been made that
Horace Greeley suffered greatly from
sleepleseness, the Omaha Herald does
not secept the statement, but argues
that Mr. Greeley was a noted easy
sleeper, that he slept readily by night
or by day, at home or abroad, in
chureh, lecture room, or raliroad car-
Tinge,

Very likely at one time it was so,
bhut it does appear that ‘‘tired nature’s
sweet restorer’” was not so completely
sl the command of the great editor in
his latter years., The anxieties of the
iate campaign and of the attendance on
his sick and dying wife greatly dimin-
ished his facility of procuring sleep al-
most at will, as may have been the caze
in his fresher and more vigorous days,
when his vitality was unimpaired by
thestrain and weariness of the anxieties
that accumulated their intensity upon
him more recently, Whitelaw Reid,
present editor of the Zribune, makes
the ctatement that Mr., Greeley, since
his presidential tours, could escarcely
secure an hour’s good sleep in the
twenty-four. The Rev. Mr. Talmage,
in the Brooklyn Tabernacle, in a ser-
mon in which he took occasion to
commentupon the death of the venera-
ble philosophic editor, made the fol-
lowing remarks—

Mr, Greeley told me ten days before
hie nomination at Cincinnati that he
hed not had a sound sleep in fifteen
years! Brethren of literary toil, we
had better slow up—put down brakes,
Youa who are going with the express
train, at sixty miles an hour, had bet-
ter take the accommodation at thirty-
five miles an hour, It is this night
work that is Killing our literary men.
The brass heads of the coffin lid are
made out of gaslight. First, the devil
tries to stop the useful thinker by mak-
ing him lazy; but, failing in that, he
stends in the editor’s room, or the ar-
tist's studio, or the minister’s study,
paying: =*"Do four times the work you
are doing; write two books this year;
go out and deliver fifty lectures at $2ﬂ{5
& night.,”” Men of intellectual toil, you
are careful of the eandle to keep it
burning brightly; you had better be-
gin to look after the candlestick.

If thie was the e¢ase;, his frequent
gleeps during most of those fifteen years
nust have been but *“‘cat sleeps,”” mere
dozing, and his habit of sleeping any-
where was far less recuperative than a
good, souud s!umber of geven hours in
the twenty-four, with the wakefuiness
of the lark during the remaining seven-
tecn,

As it is, the sudden decease of Mr.
Greeley in what might have been the
full development of his powers and the
flush of his physical and mental viril-
ity, is another serious warning to active
and ambitious men. Man is & machine,
capable of performing much, but liable
to be overstrained and overworked,
and the golden mean of moderation is
necesgary to prevent excess in Jabor,
manual! or mental, as well as to prevent
cxcegs in many other directions,

=

MR, FELL, & Mont Cenis engineer, has
doue some good things in Epgland in
ihe way of demonstrating the practical
utility of narrow guage railroads. He
consiruected a narrow guage line with &
ten inch track,to convey heavy iron ore
traffic from mine to ordinary railroad.
Mabeequently, under contract with the
goverument, he conslructed a narrow
guage road of 18-inch track at the Al-
dersbob military eamp, the width of
the line with double track being only
ten feet, This road is evnsidered entire-
ly succesaful, aspeed of 20 miles an hour
being easily made upon it, 30 miles an
hour being the maximum, which is
suflicient for all ordinary purposes.
This road, which 18 built upon posts,
cost $7,.600 to $10,000 per mile., Bo well
is the government eatisfied with it that
narrow guage roads will be constructed
at other military posts and government
establishmen!s.

These narrow gauge roads are mani-
festly destined to play an important
part in the future development of the
mining and agricultura! interests of
this continent. Ifesuch roads are desir
able in asmall, denssly populated coun-
try like England, much more 0o must
they be in & country of magnificent dis-
tances, albeit of wonderful resources,
like this., The cost of conetruction and

working of a very light, narrow
gauge road is comparatively trifling,
while a vagt amount of passengers and
freight traffic can be carried upon it
In mountainous mining districts, and
in sparsely settled agricultural regions,

|

roads of this economical description,
but amply sufficient for sll local traflie,
would be
would help mightily to develop the re-
sources of localities where more costly
railroads c¢an not be expee
made, and would be highly conducive
to the general welfare,

THE Washington correspondence of i
the New York Herald thus presents
the unfinished business before the pres-
ent eession of Conzress—

late years has had such an uni
mass of unfinished business _
There are over three thousand penaing
bills, of which not as many hundreds
are founded on legislative sense and
eeason, not a hundred passable in any
form, and not twenty, perhaps, eesen- |
tial to the well-heing
Many are private claims, which are
oftener than not
ed gratuities,
der specious and misleading
get some few thousand outlying acres
of public lands here and there for the |
railroads that have grabbed all the
rest in the localities.
the French Spoliation Claims — are
founded on aq\uity, but burdened with
legal technica

force. There are bills to give bounties

at
such bills as those degigned to reserve
what ie lef. of the public domain for ac-
tual settlers.
the bills designed to use the means of
the government to connect and improve
the inland water routes, the immediate
sdvocates having private interests main-
lyin view,and making the best use of the
undeniable public benefits iuvolved in

| railroads.
amend the coinage laws, to retire mu-
| tilated and worn bank notes and to have
exemplary investigations into all steam
boiler explosions.
ed by bills to assist in funding the re-
| mainder of the debt and to restore our

great boone to the people,

ted to be

>

No last session of any Congress of
portant

efore it.

of the country.

private steals or nak-
A few are attempts un- |
titles, to

Some—such as

ities of great retarding

to slaves who were enlisted, in-
stead of to the presumably loyal
masters, who  were paid ip

| part till Congress put an estoppel on
further payments at the instance of
Secretary Stanton, and to enable dis-
charged soldiers and sailors and or-
{ phans of the late war to acquire home-
steads on special conditions of favor.

Legislation granting pensions, boun-

ties, rewards and privileges of various
Einde for service in the late war is far

from ended, and a reference to the

statute books will ehow that hitherto
agﬂh legislation bas continued through
the
other all the way down from the war of
the Revolution to that with Mexico. In
the line of monopoly and gubsidy bills
come the Postal Telegraph Company’s

period between one war and an-

bill of Mr. Palmer, of Iowa, the pro-
posed ocean and Gulf steam lines and
the construction of stenm sloops-of-war
private yards. Opposed to these are

Of a mixed character are

the utilization of all posrible means of
water transporiation as against the
There are bills to codify and

These will be follow-

foreign cearrying trade, The most im-
portant of pending bills is that to es-

tablish reciprocity with Canada in the

fisheries and canals, a8 provided in the
Washington treaty. r. Haldeman’s

bill to cover the treeless prairies with
a timber growth is in & situation to
come up for action, but Congress is yet
supine on the subject, and it will
probably remain for some future legis-
lator to harvest what he has sown, The
bill to establish a territorial govern-
ment for the late nomadic tribes, now
concentrated on adjacent reservations,
is likely
Rights bill, in some form or other,
stands a good chance of going on the
| statue book, and will make bat little
noise abroad when it finally
A sort of companion bill, extending
the President’s power of suspension of
the Habeas Corpus act in Ku Klux
baunted regions, will in all
die of neglectin the present posture of
Southern affairs.
ment toward relieving
Court Judges of their routine burden
will be taken, but the measure will be
handled deliberately
looked upon as one of the coming laws
of the third session of the Forty-second
Congress, Bome new members intend to
signalize their entrance into Congres-
sional
schemes of enactments,
going out will buncombize a little with
an eye to the time when a chance may
come around for a return ; but those
who are good for another term certain,
and for terms ahead in poeeibility, may
be expected to follow a middie course, |
be sparing of new legislative projects
:nbdl cautious about those already on the
able,

to become a law. The Civil

gets there. |

probability |

The initiatory move-
the Bupreme

, and cannot be

life by presenting inechoate
and others

Of the more important business of |

and-one-bills

THE {remendous floods in Italy
tinue and the damage accomplished
and threatened is very great, ,
land too and on the seas adjacent very

ing steamships at night.
lishing & new scale of fees and salaries
of custom officers, repealing the bank-
ruptcy act, repealing the epecial tax on

enforcement act, abolishing the stam
duty on bank chec

{ House. The Senate has, at

December 18

= -

the sesgion, that which will receely
congiderable attention, the correspon-
dent says the only point on which
members seem to agree is that it will be
impogssible to dispose of it all the pres.
ent session, It is proposed to amend
the rules of the House with a view to
facilitate legislation, and to change the
rule giving conference commitiees un-
limited power. Amendments to the
civil eode and the postal telegraph bill
will be likely to corsume the
most time. Special c¢laims under
the Geneva award may be re
ferred to the eourt of elaims, and the
award of the British cleims commie-
gion must also be provided for, There
are the various regular appropriation
bille, and the sloops of war appropria-
tion 'bill, with consideration of
American sea commerce. To which
may be added the thousand-
which wvarious par-
ties and partizans will be sure to
want introduced, some of which may
be so successful as to get into Congress
and receive more or less consideration.
At all events, and especially as this is a

ghort eession, Congress will not be short
of work,

-

con-
In Eng-

unusual storms have been prevailing of
late, and extensive devastation is re-
ported, A good mapy remarkable
things are happening about this time.

BY TELEGRAPH,

CONCRESSIONAL.

SENATE.,

WASHINGTON,—Cole Introduced a
bill providing that, after June 30, 1873,
it ehall be lawfal to receive twenty per
cent. of custom dues in United States
noteg, an i1 twenty per ¢ent. additional
proportion each year thereafter, until
1877, when the dutiee may be paid

either in gold or United Btates notes.

o ————

HOUSE.
Gallegas introduc-d a bill for the con-

struction of a military road in New
Mexico.

Banke introduced a bill (o create a

commission to award damages to claim-
ants under the Geneva arbitration.

Hooper, Mass,, introduced a bill ap-
propriating twenty thousand  dollars
to the Fireman’s Fund of Boston, 88 a
reward for the services of the firemen
whose exertion saved the safe of the
sub-treasury at the recent great fire in
Boston, Afler a long discussion the
bill was refered to the committee on
appropriations,

Acker moved to ruspend the rules
and pass a bill removing all political
disabilities and extending general am-
nesty. Negatived, yeas 102, nays 84,
less than the necessary two thirds,

The Speaker announced as a select
committee on the centennial celebra-
tion; Kelly, Pa,; Dawes, Mags ; May-
nard, Tenn.; Bargent, Cal,; Hawley,
Conn.; Haveng, Migsouri; dn:. N.
Marehall, Ills., and Hancock, Texas.

WASHINGTON, 10.—Bills were intro-
duced and referred authorizing cellee-
tors to grant special orders for unload-
Also estab-

retailers ot leaf tobaceo, repealing the

, and _ abolishing
the special tax on leaf tobacco.

GENERAL |
CHICAGO, 9.—A Washiogton special

| of to-day says it is certain that Vice

President Colfax has under considera-
tion an offer from persons holding the
coutrolling interest in the New York
Tribune to accept the editorial position
on that paper, after the 4th of March
next. The persons making the offer
expect an eariy answer, in order to
make the anpouncement prior to the
renewal of the January subseriptions to
the weekly 2ribune. Many promioent

| Republicans advise Colfax to aceept.

BosToN, 9.—The grand jury bhave in-
dicted Leavitt Alley for the murder of
Abijah KEilis, whose body was found,

| dismembered, floating in two barrels,

in the Charles river.

WaASHINGTON, 9 — Packard, U. B.
Marshal of New Orleans, telegrapbed
to Attorney General Williams that the
general assembly was returned by the
legal board now organized st the State
present.:
twenty Republicans and eight Demo-
crats, and the House fifty Republicaus

. | ports the arrival in the In

P

and fourteen Democrats, about half of
Warmounth’s members participating.
The State Supreme Court has sent kil-
more, Warmouth’s usurping judge of
the 8th Distriet Court, to jail for ten
daye, and his clerk for five days, and
find them $50 each., All is guiet.

A Chieago politician, who bas made
an application for the Governorship of
a Territory, has discovered that the
President intends to adhere to his an-
nounced policy conceruing Territorial
officers and fill vacancies with inhab-
itants of the Territories, This is the
civil service rule of the Territories.

Farther accounts from the recent
storm, on the nerthern lakes, show it
to have been one of the most violent
ever known, Not less than ten gchoon-
ers are reported lost, with all on board,

NEW YoRK, 9.—~The city council has
decided to proffer the hospitality of the
city to Stanley.

A cable dispatech announces the fud
den death, at Bremer, to-day, of Her
man Peters, general manager of the
North German Lloyd’s Bteamship Co,

A Washington speeial says the Duc
de Nailles, French minister, has infor-
mation, from France, that the present
crisis will end peacefully., Thiers will
ble sustained after making soilne conces-
sion,

Another special saysSecretary Delano
sails for Caba on Thursday next,he will
be absent one or two months. It is
binted in a semi-official capacity, and
at the suggestion of the President, who
wishes thorough icformation as to the
condition of the affairs of the Island,
and expects to get it through the Seec-
retary.

Wm. M. Evarts has been tendered a
publicdinper by Wm. C. Bryant aad
other prominent members of the Union
League Club, in testimonial of his ser-
vices before Lhe Gepeva tribunal.
Evarts accepts the offer of the dinuer
iteelf as & suflicient testimonial, and
declines the public festivity tendered.

Gen. Hancock will shortly take up
his headquarters in this city, as com-
mander of the military division of the
Atlantic. General McDowell left for
Louisville yesterday, where he is to
have his headquarters.

CINCINNATI, 9. — The secaffold on a
building being added to the water
works fell this afternoon, killing four
unknown persons, aud wounding four
others.

St. Lovuls, 9.—The horse diseage is
assuming a wore gerious type.

NEw ORLEANS, 9, — The House

adopted the following—
_ Resolved, That Henry C. Warmouth,
Governor, be and is hereby impeached,
for high crimes and misdemeanors in
office, committed against the constitu-
tion and laws of the State.

The Senate then declared Warmouth
suspended until sueh time as the
charges can be tried and decided, At
the evening gession a court of imgeach-
ment was formed, and Pinchback was
qualified as governor,

' OMAHA, 9 —The first train will eross
the Platte bridge to-morrow,concecting
this city with the South Platte country,

JACKSONVILLE, Ogn., 9.—~Mr, O’Don-
nel, Supt. of Indian Affairs,arrived here
from Lake County last nlghl:. He re-

ian country.
of two companies of ecavalry from Camp
Warner. Heesaystheaggregate forge in
the field, including some Xlamath
Indiacs, is about 250 men, The Indians
are now being kept too busy by scout-
ing parties to be able to commit any
more depredations, He says within a
week the campaign will be prosecuted
80 vigorously that but & short time can
elapse before the hostile band of Modoes
are taken and the warended, His terms
are unconditional surrender and pun
ishment of the murderers.

NEW YoORK, 10—Henry N, Smith has
resigned the presidency of the Hanni-
bal and Bt. Joseph R. R, and E. B,
Higgine has been appointed in his
place. Jay Gould also resigns as direc-
tor in the same road.

CHICAGO, 10,—Lotta the actress, is not
dead, asreported. BShe writes she is in
excellent health.

A Washington special says there is
every probability that the senate finance
commities will report favorably on the
bill for the proposed abelition of the
office of assessors of internal revenue,

The same special says: Bumner's one
term resolution has been ecarried by
reference to the Judiciary Committee,
but thet Banks in the bouse will prees
his proposition for amendment, which
doubles the salaries of the president
and vice president and extends the term
of office to six years, and makes the
pres‘dent ineligible for a second term,
these officers to be elected by electors
qualified to vote in the election of re-
presentatives to Congress, in & manner
to be hereafier pointed out,




