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CORRESPONDENCE.

NEW ZEALAND MISSION.

By kind permission of Elder Franklin
D. Richards of the Council of the
Twelve. the subjoined letter from Elder
Ezra Richards appears in the col-
umna of the “"News:"

Auckland, N. Z,, Dec. 17th, 1897,
Apostle F, D. Richards, Salt L.ake Clty,
Utah:

My Dear Father—Your welcome fn-
vor of Sept. 16th reached me Nov. 3rd,
jJust as I was preparing for and about
starting on an extended tour of be-
tween three and four thousand mliles,
to Wellington, Sydney, Brishape and
etsewhere whence I returnd only Yyes-.
terday. 850 you may be agsuréd the de-
lay in replylng is not through lack of
appreciation; for its very newsy, Inter-
esting and encouraging Contents were
eagerly perused and the counsel much
appreciated.

The numerous gatherings and inci-
dents that have taken place durlng the
paEt summer in Salt Lake Clity will
doubtlesa be long remembered, not only
by the citizens of Utah, but by hun-
dreds from other states, territoriea and
countries who have had the privilege of
particlpating In them. We hear of

peaple In  these far off islands
of the sea who make very
favorable comment through news-
papers and otherwise of the grand

times participated {n and the pleasant
acquaintances formed; together with
the enligchtenment received concerning
the true nature and conditlon of the
people, a majority of whom are the
resldents of those parts and of whom
they had entertained such mistaken
fdean. I feel that I have missed much
indeed, through not having the privi-
leg of attending them. Perhaps, how-
ever, what I have mlssed In that direc-
tion 1 more than made up in the valu-
able experience and tralning I am get-
ting in this land; for the experiences ot
a missionary’s life are peculiar and
varied and of a very impressive nature,
as you are fully aware.

On the 13th ult. I met Elders David
L. Haun and Geo. T. Judd at Welling-
‘ton; assigned them to Iabor In the
Auckland district, attended to
some other matters of Import-
ance and at eve embarked per
B 8  Walkare for Sydney to
meet Elder Andrew 8mith Jr., who
had just rtecently been appolnted to
take the presidency of what was now
to be kxnown as the Australian mission,
the object of our meeting belng to
transact such huslness.as we deemed
necessary to get the new misslon es-
tablished and in good running order,
A couple of days after my arrival
Elder Castleton, misslon clerk, joined
ue with mission records, a large biil of
English literature, ete. We were very
busy a number of days when we set out
to visit the Queensland district,” where

eight Elders and more than eighty
Sajnts were loecated, having ar-
ranged for a conferenée at
New South Wales when we

should return. During our absence of
about a week we participated in an
Elders" meeting and Priesthood meet-
ing and four other meetings, and a
Sunday school, and- were busy almost
day and night attending to the neces-
sary business and meeting appoint-
ments, eto. .
Elder Willlam Armstrong very ably
presides over the conference and the
work there 1|8 progressing In n very
commendable manner. The Sunday
school which has an average attend-
ance of over forty, seemed the most
home-like of anything I have attended

pince leaving there. They also -have a|turn in

‘M. I assoclation running puCcCessfully.

Qur meetlngs, ete, at New South
Wales were very much the
same only they haven’t 80

many Saints there. A number of in-
vestigators and friends turned out to
hear us at both places.

Elder J. M. Ritchie was appolnted to
succeed Elder Smith in the presidency
of the N. 8. W. conference, and Elders
Benjamin Clegg and A. E. Carr were
appolnted to resume the missionary
work in South Australla, which fleld
had been temporarily vacated, owing
to the critical condition of the health of
Elder T. E. Clayton, who has recently
returned with his companlon, Elder
Walter Baker, who had spent about
two and a half years in the mission.

Sept. 13th Elder Baker baptized.and
Horace 8. Barton confirmed one
Roseina Pedler at Adelaide, BSouth
Australia; so the brethren have one
Saint and a number of warm friends to
recelve them in the new fleld.

I arrived here at 2 a. m. vesterday,
after a very impressive experience of
one week aond seven hours at sea, a
good portion of the time In a dreadful
storm, quite different to the trip over
In four days, .1, for once at least, felt
thankful that ! wag on the Lord's er-
rand and had full eclaim on His
preservation. Qur shlp was given up
by many some time before she was

slghted. It s quite comforting at.
such times to think of past history;
“Boats don’t sink with Mormons on
board.”

This will now be known as the New
Zenland misslon. It ineludes, however,
Figi and Chetam islands, but the work
at present is conflned wholly to New
Zealand proper, There are fifteen con-
ferences, thirty-one Elders and near
4,000 Saints. I am expecting two more
Elders in a few days and could wuse
several If we had them, The division
is due to the rapid growth of the work
in these islands.

We will be very busy from now on
unti] April, holding conferences. My
health continues good and that of the
Elders, with few exceptions.

—_—

Those who have experienced it know
what a pecullar sensation wella up in
the hosom of A& young man as he bids
hls native land adieu and takes a fare-
well look of the old familiar shore. Why,
can,say on such an occasion thay
Young America Is not patriotic?

Old Ocean possesses few charmsg gor
ug during the early part of the voyage
The organization rebels, It becomes g
great enemy to food. When sen-sick.
ness i3 common it i8 considered qujte
resume his former seat at the table gg.
ter an ahbsence of a few days.

Thia great trial over, acean life be.
conies more pleasant and enjovable
and when land is sighted, although
satisfaction and joy overspreads . the
countenance of each And every pasgep.
ger, still many there are who leave the
old vessel with a feeling of regret,

Ien't it strange, and yet not ggo
strange to us who understand it, -that
many old sailors and seamen are at
perfect ease when they have Mormopn
passengers on board? Our Hen\remy
Father has seen fit to preserve and prg.
tect the vessels containing His chagep
servants.

After locating In our respective fiejay
of labor we impatiently await the et
ter from home informing us that al) §a
well and we are further assurcd that not
a day passes but what those around. the
family hearth bow downm in suppligp.
tlon before their Maker and pray fop
the absent one [ar across the sea, gng
we who are engaged In the Lord's vipe-
vard know how welghty these appeq|s
are

Berlin, our present quarters, s g
typleal clty of the world, her two mjj-
lion of Inhabitants, as a rule, are pgg
seeking those truths which are being
promulgated by us. Gold and sityer
their purposes and many claim the
have no time to devote to a Heavenly
Belng; they little think from whepce
their time came or how easily It conlg
be taken from them. We feel that gype

duty Is done +when they have beepn
warned, and in so doing we often ryp
acrosa an honest heart who wishes to
lUve in accordance with the truths op
our religlon, and what a spirit of tpgn.
qullity and joy serene possesses that
soul who has been led down inte the
waters of baptism for the remisslon of

Trusting | sins, and those who do accept our be-

yours {8 the eame, I remaln with much | jjef are examples to most of our Sainte

love, Your aftectionate son,

EZRA.
el ]
IN THE BERLIN COFFERENCE.

we come in ¢contact think it strange in-

The people of the world with whom
deed that the young men should. be
called by those |n authority over them
to preach the Gospel, when they have
had no training In a theological semi-
nary, and when they ascertain that this
one was a farmer, that'one a merchant,
and the other a teacher, they seem
more surprised than ever; they forget
that our Lord and Savior chose His
dlsciples from all classes of men, and
sent them out with the message of life
and salvation unto the human-family.

To us who have had very little ex-
perlence in the line of misalopary work
at home, it seems quite a trial to leave
our-friends, our families and our loved
ones, but moat of the young Elders on
leaving home have seen so very little
of the world, apnd during the journey
from their mountain home to the fleld
of labor, 8o miany new sights present
themselves to the view that this feeling
of sadness, which the parting brings,
is warded off until the fleld of tabor is
reached. From that time missionary
life commences, and one must become
interested In his work to make a suc-
cess; then we are happy in the knowl-
edge that we have of returning to
those dear into us after our iabars are
faithfully performed and we can re-

lease.

at home, They cannot do toco much for
we Elders; they are prampt in paying
their tithea and offerings, and as g re-
sult they are not forgatten by the
Glver af a¥ zood.

Here In the Berlln conference we have
at present seven Elders. and an extra
one Is expected about Christmas. <YWe
have many friends, a few enemlem, and
an excellent class of Saints. .

As a rule our Priesthood meetings
are held here in Berlin, hut this month
we decided to meet In Augermunde, a
little place of nbout 7,600 people, and
north from here about 48 miles. This
fn a new field of labor, and as yet no
converts have been made, but some are
investigating. A meeting had been ar-
ranged for at the little dort called
Guntenberg, about s8ix and a half mjles
from Angermunde, our Prieathood
meeting was held on the afternoon of
December 3rd, after Which we set out
to fill our appolntment. The Snow was
talllng and It was tossed hither and
thither by the evenlng hreeze. The
way did not seem long: we were in a
tarming eection; the lights from the
cottages could he seen here and there
ag we wended our way along, We
passed a beautiful game premwerve In &
dense forest of lovely evergreens, and
out agaln into the open country.

At last our destination waa reached.
Entering the hall, we found everything
nicely arranged, and soon the  people
began coming in. Many had their hats
on and a etgar In their mouth. I looked
for the mug of beer, but it had been

possésslon of an honorable rc-lleﬂ in the adjoinilng room. .

Our mepsage delivered, tracts were



