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correspondence
NEW ZEALAND MISSION

by kind permission of elder franklin
I1D richards of the council of the
twelve the subjoinedsubjoined letter from elder
ezra richards appears in the col-
umns of the news

auckland N Z dec 1897
apostle PF D richards salt lake city

utahmy dear father your welcome fa-
vor of sept reached me nov 3rdard
just asan I1 was preparing for and about
startingfarting on an extended tour of be-
tween three and four thousand miles
to wellington sydney brisbane and
elsewhere whence I1 returns only yes
berday so you may be assured the de
kayin replying is not through lack of
appreciation torfor its very newsy inter

ting and encouraging contents were
eagerly perused and the counsel much
appreciated

the numerous gatherings and inci-
dents that have taken place during the
past summer in salt lake city will
doubtless be long remembered not only
by tilethe citizens of utah but by hun-
dreds from other states territories and
countries who have had the privilege of
participating in them we hear of
people in these far oftoff islands
of the sea who make very
favorable comment through news-
papers and otherwise of the grand
times participated in and the pleasant
acquaintances formed together with
the enlightenment recreceivedelVed concerning
the true nature and condition of the
peopleaple a majority of whom are the
residents of those parts and of whom
they had entertained such mistaken
ideasideas I1 feel that I1 have missed much
indeed through not having the
leg of attending them perhaps how-
ever what I1 have missed in that durec
tioff tois more than made up in the valu-
ableable experience and training I1 am gget-
ting

et
anginin this land for the experiences of
a mission arys life are peculiar and
varied and of a very impressive nature
as you are fully aware

i on the alt I1 met elders david
IA haun and geo T judd at welling-
ton assigned them to labor in the
auckland district attended to
some other matters of import-
anceance and at eve embarked per
8 S waikare for sydney to
meet elder andrew smith jr who
had just recently been appointed to
take the presidency of what was now
to be known as the australian mission
the object of our meeting being to
transact such busibusinessbusinesses as we deemed

to get the new mission es-
tablished9 e and in good running order
A coupleale of days after my arrival
alderder castleton mission clerk joined
ttano with mission records a large bill of
lOnenglishglish literature etc we were very
busy a number of days when we set out
to visit the queensland district where
eight elders and more than eighty
saints were located having ar-
ranged for a conference at
nim south wales when we
should return during our absence of
about a week we participated in an
elders meeting and priesthood meet-
ing and four other meetings and a
sunday school and were busy almost
day and night attending to the neces-
sary business and meeting appoint-
ments etc

elder william armstrong very ably
presides over the conference and the
work there lais progressing in a very
commendable manner the sunday
school which has an average attend-
ance ot over forty seemed the most
homelikehome like of anything I1 have attended
ednee leaving there they also have a
M I1 amsoassociationclation running successfully

our meetings etc at new south
wales were very much the
same only they so
many saints there A number of in-
vestigatorsvesti gators and friends turned out to
hear us at both places

elder J M ritchie was appointed to
succeed elder smith in the presidency
of the N S W conference and elders
benjamin clegg and A E carr were
appointed to resume the missionarymission axY
work in south australia which field
had been temporarily vacated owing
to the critical condition of the health of
elder T E clayton who has recently
returned with his companion elder
walter baker who had spent about
two and a half years in the mission

sept elder baker baptized and
horace S baxtonbarton confirmed one
roseina at adelaide south
australia so the brethren have one
saint and a number of warm friends to
receive them in the new field

I1 arrived here at 2 a m yesterday
atterafter a very impressive experience of
one week and seven hours at sea a
good portion of the time in a dreadful
storm quite different to the trip over
in four days I1 for once at least felt
thankful that I1 was on the lords er-
rand and had full claim on his
preservation our ship was given up
by many some time before she was
sighted it tois quite comforting at
such times to think of past history
boats dont sink with mormonscormons on

boardboad
this will now be known as the new

zealand mission it includes however
figi and chetam islands but the work
at present is confined wholly to new
zealand proper there are fifteen con-
ferencesferen ces thirty one elders and near

saints I1 am expecting two more
elders in a few days and could use
several if we had them the division
is due to the rapid growth of the work
in these islands

we will be very busy from now on
until april holding conferences my
health continues good and that of the
elders with few exceptions trusting
yours is the same I1 remain with much
love your affectionate son

EZRA

IN THE BERLIN FERENCEconferenceCOF

we come in contact think it strange in-
the people of the world with whom

deed that the young men should be
called by those in authority over them
to preach the gospel when they have
had no training in a theological semi-
nary and when they ascertain that thishis
one was a farmer that one a merchant
and the other a teacher they seem
more surprised than ever they forget
that our lord and savior chose his
disciples from all classes of men and
sent them out with the message of life
and salvation unto the human family

to us who have had very little ex-
perienceperience in abe line of missionary work
at home it seems quite a trial to leave
our friends our families and our loved
ones but most of the young elders on
leaving home have seen so very little
of the world and during the journey
from their mountain home to the field
of labor so many new sights present
themselves to the view that this feeling
of sadness which the parting brings
is warded off until the field of labor is
reached from that time missionary
life commences and one must become
interested in his work to make a suc-
cess then we are happy in the knowl-
edge that we have of returning to
those dear into us after our labors are
faithfully performed and we can re-
turn in of an honorable re-
lease

those who have experienced it knowwhat a peculiar sensation wells up inthe bosom of a young man as he bidshis native land adieu and takes a farewell look of the old familiar shore whocan say on such an occasion thatyoung america is not patriotic I1

old ocean possesses few charms forus during the early part of the voyage
the organization rebels it becomes aagreat enemy to food when seasicksea sickness is common it is considered quiteresume his former seat at the table af-ter an absence of a few days

this great trial over ocean life be-comes more pleasant and enjoyable
and when land is sighted although
satisfaction and joy overspreadsoverspreads thecountenance of each and every
ger still many there are who leave theold vessel with a feeling of regret

it strange and yet not sostrange to us who understand it thatmany old sailors and seamen are atperfect ease when they have mormon
passengers on board our heavenly
father has seen fit to preserve and pro-
tectet the vessels containing his chosenservantsservants

after locating in our respective fieldsof labor we impatiently await the let-ter from home informing us that all iswell and we are further asburrassuredd that nota day passes but what those around thefamily hearth bow down in supplica-
tion before their maker and pray fwforthe absent one far across the sea andwe who are engaged in the lords vine-yard know how weighty these appeals
are

I1 berlin our present quarters isig
typical city of the world her two mil-lion of inhabitants as a rule are not
seeking those truths which are belnebeing
promulgated by us gold and oilsilverver
their purposes and many claim ttheyhey
have no time to devote to a heheavenlyaveney
being they little think from whencetheir time came or how easily it could
be taken from them we feel that ourduty Is done when they have been
warned and in so doing we often rurarunacross an honest heart who wishes

in accordance with the truths orof
our religion and what a spirspiritI1 t of tran-
quility and joy serene possesses tlthatiat
soul who has been leded down into thewaters of baptism torfor the remissionremis slon of
sins and those who do accept our be-
lief are examples to most of our sainta
at home they cannot do too much for
we elders they are prompt in paying
their tithes and offerings and as a re-
sult they are not forgotten by the

of il good
here in the berlin conference we have

at present seven elders and an extra
one is expected about christmas we
have many friends a few oneemleaen aaaaa
an excellent class of saints

As a rule our priesthood meetings
are held here in berlin but this month
we decided to meet in Auger munde a
little place of about people and
north from here about 48 miles thisthia
is a new field of labor and as yet no
converts have been made but sorsomene aarexe
investigating A meeting had been ar-
ranged for at the little dorf called
guentenbergGuntenberg about six and a halthalf milemaleff
from Anger munde our priesthood
meeting was held on the afternoon of
december 3rdard after which we set out
to fill our appointment the snow nasrwa
falling and it was tossed hither and
thither by the evening breeze theway did not seem long we were in a
farming section the lights from the
cottages could be seen here and there
as we wendedbended our way along we
passed a beautiful game preserve in a
dense forest of lovely evergreensevergreens and
out again into the open country

at last our destindestinationatlon was reached
entering the hall we found
nicely arranged and soon the peoplepene
began coming in many had their ekata
on and a cigar in their mouth I1 looked
for the mug of beer but it had been
left in the adjoining room

our message delivereddellwred tracts ww


