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that they have no right to trifle
with the rights of a voter and that
the man who would attempt to do
so must be a superficial reckless
thoughtless man or a very wicked
bad citizen

in the cumberland case there
may have been some shadow of a
pretext for the exercise of that dis

power which judge zane
rules is vested in a registrar when
the polygamy question isia involved
although the evidence demonstrated
that as a matter of fact there was
nothing in it but even granting
that the mandamus in that ewecase
might legally bitbe denied what has
that to do with the other oasescases
to shichi there was nodo claim
or pretense that the polygamy
question had the remotest rela-
tion judge zane after disposing
of the cumberland case because
that question did relate to it con-
cluded with the remark for the
same reason the writ asked for in
the case of john H back against J
BR morris registrar and in the ase
of william J bachman vs E BR
eluteclute registrar should be denied ff

this is where the surprise comes
in the reasons given for the de-
nial in the Cumbercumberlandjand case can-
not possibly apply to the back or the
bachman case for the same ques
tion was not involved in them in
fact the argument of his honor
and nisis clear drawing of the line
between the judicial and ministerial
powers of the registrars go to es-
tablish the conclusion that the
peremptory writ denied in the
cumberland casecabe must logically
legally and certainly lie in the other
two cases

if the regiregistrars had only minis-
terial functions outside of matters
relating to polygamy and the backbach
and bachman cases hadbad no connec-
tion therewith either claimed or
implied and the officers refused to
perform their plain ministerial
duty then they should have beem

compelled by mandate of the court
to perform it that those voters in
the language of the court might he
protected in the lawful exercise of a
right that is one of the most im-
portant that any man can enjoy in
this country

if there were any reasons what
ever why the writ was denied in
these casescams the court failed to pro-
duce them his words for the
same reasons show that either hhee
did not understand these twt V casescame

Nother
and econfoundedonfounded them witwithh thane other
or that he erred in not giving some
pertinent reason for denying their
application

the closing ssentenceieti tence ot the
ion is nothing short of mry
the rest of it we 4tahI1
legal grounds and just W t
be expected from a judicial mind
like judge zanesbanels it establishes
the important point that of
questions and matters relating to
polygamous practices the registra-
tion officers have no judicial or
discretionary functions that their
powers are purely ministerial and
that they can only refuse or obstruct
registration at their peril of civil
suit and criminal prosecution

A POETS impressions

A FEW months since joaquinjoaq aln
miller the doted poet paid a brief
visit to this city he has lately
been giving publicity to his im-
pressionspresprealons of salt lake through the
colicolli nans of shenewthe new york indepen-
dentdent one of his papers giving an
account of his trip over the D BR
QG and BR G W to this point has
already appeared in these columns
he is acquaint prose writer somewhat
frenchy in style his productions
being cut up into unusually brief
paragraphs here is his introduc-
tory flash

if you enter salt lake city hy the
denver fc rio grande you are continu-
ally reminded of the plains of lom-
bardy and half expect every moment
to see the marble towers of
cathedral and the horses of napoleons
plungersersinin ththa air from their lofty
marble arches

for here in this industrious city of
less than fifty years you see all that
may be seen inin the suburbs of milan
the long long lines of lombardy
poplar trees the laden orchards the
coming and going of laden wagons
the patient people herding to their
work from daylight to dark the dust
and the sweat of devoted husbandry
mehae dairy ranches and the laden fruit
trees then back of it all the everlast-
ing mountains of snow just like the
mountains that rise beyond and about
amo surely it is dear old milan

the kindly heart of the poet leaps
out here and there with pleasing
prominence and perhaps the genial
old gentleman feels a little twinge
of remorse at having done injustice
tot the wormer people in his play
of the DauDaut itestes he being the
author of that unjustifiable dramatic
production when he comes in
contact with the saints a new light
13seemseams to break in upon him and he
exclaims

you fall in love with these peoplepoo ae

of salt lake as you approach thethe
nearer you come to know them the
better you come to love thethem ikas8
the long haired man and themertM rortort
haired woman who wants to lecturetua
on mormonscormonsMormons landand mormonismniam that
dont know a single thing about this
people or their work who dont like
them let these samefiame people first
plant a tree one single tree among

them all where these people have
planted thousands and tonstens of thou
wads in the desert and then the land
may listen to them with a little pspa-
tience but until they have at least
tried to make two blades of grass
grow where only one grew bibbeforefore 1 be
a bit patientadient with a people of whom
they enowknow nothing at all of whom
they are actually incapable of know-
ing anythinganything at all yi1

I

As if hebe hadbad not sufficiently el
prepressedased himself in this direction he
takes up the point again and por-
trays nisfile disgust for the idlers and
sensationalists who write books and
deliver lectures about the mor
mons follow ng up this idea he
says

antblat all such go to work wark
as hard as the mormonscormons work and
they will have but little time to med-
dledl in things that they know nothing
about and care but little about except
as a matter of profit salt lake city
is building right along

taking jiA practical turn as he
glances at fort douglas he ex-
claims

out yonder isia a great fort with a
full rar t I1inin its barracks it is
beautiful to look upon it adds to the
landscape the officers are manly
fellows thay treat me with great cour-
tesy but I1 tell you they are idlers
every one in this great beehive of a ba-
tion

na-
tion I1 say let us have a there
in place of this fortlfort it would cost
less far less and see what good wee
could do with a school or if the lo10lov-
ers of brass bands and of lanterns still
insist on keeping their costly loy why 1

let them but lotlet us have the school boff
mines also 19

0 mr miller states that after hebe hdhad
published the canitesDaDani Ity london
congress sent for him and repaired
hionhim to say 0 o a committee whalliewhathe
would do to suppress I1 01

his reply was dont give them
bullets give them hooksbooks

we make a further extract
having been told that thethe turretstrrots

aandnd walls and battlements thattha sur-
round the old newspaper officeoffee and
the beehive and other of the old
brigham buildings was to be torn
down next year I1 went to the propri-
etor to protest

but these mormonscormons are an extreme-
ly practical people the maninan told me
that the six strong stone buildings
now half up would quite overwhelm
him and the old houses walls towers
and all would soon have to go

well what did youvou build them for
in first the place indians

no no we never had trouble wih
any of the indiansindiana people say brig
bam young wanted the walls t keep
his wives at home but the truth isia the
walls were built to get the stonesstoned off
the ground and then we needed watts
in the first place to keep cattle out i

prosy practical candid and truthful
wasas this dent mormonkormon in his tillio
with me and I1 bought a lowfew of mehis
books all printed on paper made in
salt lake I1 bought some paper of
himbim half a dolldollarsarPs worth and I1 WMwas
compelled to either gotget a castcart or leave
the biggestbig est half behind ahjata paperp
on which I1 write this letter is pa-

i liked this mansmanIs proud an
wayw ay of speaking and dealing v ne
and as I1 stood there with my bundles


