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with regard to the priesthood
wa have bienbhea found fault with

because we profess to
vavevava the priesthood let me saybay
lo10 this congregation that our
geaheavenlyenlyeniy father performs alkhisallnil his
yorksyorka9 ththee creation of worlds the

of worlds by the pow
cotrotof lnethe eternal priesthood and
la13 man on the earth from the days
i father adauiadam to thetho present

liuelinelnelae has ever had power to adminadain
tillteriierkerter in any of the ordinances of
irblib and salvation only by the power
bitnethetho holy pries hood you will
liiiii thisthid to beba the cayecage in the whole
atoryoryony of the prophets of gudgod

lenen aaron waswaa gevea the priest
dhehe was calledcallea by revelation
0 man thisthia honor unto
akselrelfeif bubutt he that is called of god
was aaron jesus christ him

rhadavhad to le called of gadgod heha
isij a high priest he left the

on the earth with hishib at-
ies they officiated in it until

ey were put to death it is by
att power that we administer in

ma day undand generation the
lurch and kingdom of god has

to grow from ithits first or
yil it is true we have been
wiaejnna totto passpuss through many afflic
hs in ourguru day and time nearneve rasa the lord has presetpreservedved his
upledle and they still live herehete in

lee valleys of the mountains
I1
we have an acx ety to honor god

1
id keep hidhig commandments and
bon ir our country and thetheaoneoncon

olof ourout government that
institutionatitution we believe waywas givenNvj revelationelation and whatever laws

passed agreeable to t we desire
bonorhonoronor itic guarantees to all men
a right to bijoy their religion to
lahiphip god acoaccording to the dicta
i of their conscience
but saysbays one 9119 1 would like to

nwiw how many wives you have
lehat is a matter you have
sidald anything about wellweil
WIoya will tell you a little anecdote

atiuti sudneysidney bidon
lea ccircumstance tooktoot place a great
my7 years agoiago inID yurtJUrtlanaisna A

9 Elderbider just come in megmet preel
mtt 13 ouon the one dda
uleuieth vicinity of the temple said

youngY 0 president rigdon
11 7you please tell me the meaning9

olof the beast john saw
drawing himself

arpyipp looked at the young man and
Tplied my dear brother there is
I1idreasgreatea youyon

I1hatit that john saw and w albed
vlyway wellweilavelliI1 Bomesometimestimes think it
lioiloIQ with this generation there is
peatI1feat deal between the people of

generation and the plurality otof
e a there are a great many
aples that god has reveteverevealedaled in
last days that it 13is13 necessary

i to understand before we cumecome
ilatat principlepiepia butbat as I1 have
9 the subject up I1 will saybay a

t words upon it the lord has
led to us that no kingdom no

log noilo prince no president no
finance of marriage no ordinance
rformed by any man from the

aistib of father adam will have any
lamerrovrow er or force atterarter death except
we ordinancesordinancei are performed by
tru fi priesthood
veereshere a icingking laIs there a prince tois
sereme a queen will either when
seyweyafie y pass the other side of the veil
hatind a throne there would thetho
ozarezar otof russia who was

abyby the hands of the not
longbug ago when he went into the

world find a throne there
no why because the kingdom
of the czar of busilabusbia belonged to
ilmetime when he went into the
wt world that was the end of his
wadomnelombulom and power his kingdom
had not been healedsealed upon his head

man having the nowencowen and
authorityritylity odtheof the eternal
0o regard to all kingdoms and

aw you may take hlenblen bjesbajes
ly aatiaari victoria who has reigned
a boagmg jalelale and who Isia perhaps as
gooda sovereign as has reigned since
thetle darday of willamwiljam the conqueror
rhea shshee passes behind the veil bheshe

in fildflud herhei kingdom at an end be
taise it was not sealed upon her
beadhead for time and eternity by any
jilin having the authority of the
colynoly sabo I1 will say to

the strangers withjai our gagatesiteb that any man that
a wife by any other author

ity7 than the authority orof the holy
hoal isii simply married for

timellielile 11 oxoi until death do you part
when you go into the

noho claim on your wife and
childrenchil drenTheuhethe ordinance cfot having
thera sealed to you by one having
the of the holy priest
A00 apatight be attattendsattendedendt to0o jaia this

world father abraham obeyed
the law of the patriarchal order of
marriage hishia wives were sealed to
him for time and all eternity and
soao were the wives of all the patri-
archs Prophetsand that obeyed that
lawIW

I1 desire to testify as an Individu
and as a latter day saint that
know ththatthaiat god has revealed this law
unto this people I1 know that ifwe
had not obeyed that law we should
navehave been damned the judgments
of godgoli would have rested upon us
the kingdom of god would have
stopped right where we were when
god revealed that law unto us
why have we obeyed it I1 obeyed
it bebaubecausee I1 want my wife or wives
with me after death I1 want my
wives andana children with me in the
morning of the resurrectionresu I1I1 want
my wives and children organized in
the family organization that I1 may
dwell with them and they with me
throughout all eternity as well as
with father abraham and other
men who honored and obeyed that
iwhw this laIs the position we
we have obeyed the law because
god hashns commanded ug and I1 bear
record of its truth and so far as I1
am concerned itif I1 can have my
wives and childrencb ildren with me in the
mornIn it of thetha so that
T can dwell with themthern and with
those patriarchs and Propprophetsbets who
obeyed that law it will amply repay
me for the trials and tribulations I1
may haxehave bad to pass through in
the coursocourse of my life here upon the
earth many men supposesuppose that we
have obeyedobayed that fawlaw to gratify the
lustslusta of the flesh bless your foulsoul
if that bad been our object weve
might havohave followed the example
of the people of the christchristianlanian world

committed whoredom and adul
ery without bringing upon our-
selves the careb pain and penal-
ties that we have tetd bear by obeying
hibhishislawlaw butbat let me tell you that
the latter doyday sinsaintsts look upon a-
dultery as one of the greatest crime
any mwmnm n can commit in this
world it Isia next to murder
no this people have not obeyed
that law because of a desiredesue to grat-
ify the lusts of the flesh they nava
obeyed ftc infa oDeaoded reacerence roeo cneche0 com-
mand

m
of god and becbecauseauenue it wllwil

have power and effect after death
I1 pray god to pour out njghia holy

spirit upon us that our ears may
be openoren to hear and our hearts to
understand the things of the king-
dom of god which is my prayer in
the name of jesus christ amen

JOSEPH SMITHS THIRD
LETTER

HEBE DENIES THAT ABRAHAMabranam AND
MOSES VEWEKE

mr L 0 littlefiedLittlesiddnidd loganlogon ufahulab
SIRBIB you say in your last that

youyon prefer thehe plain word of the
lord to any statement that I1 may
makemalre let me givefive you some plain
words of the lord

behold david and solomon truly
hadbad many wives and concubines
which thing was abominable before
me saithbalth the lord hear
me and hearken to the word of the
lord for there ehalt not any man
among youyon have save it be one wife
and concubines he shall havebave none
for I1 the lord god deligh teth in the
chastity of women B of M
book of jacob 2 6 behold ththee
Lama your brethren whom
ye hatebate because of their filthinessflithiness
anandd the curlingscursings which hathbath come
upon their skinskins are more righteous
than you for they have not forgot-
ten the commandment of the lord
which was given unto our fathers
that they should have save it were
one wife and concubines they
should have none book of jacobacobs

andgiand they shall remain under
this condemnation until they repent
and remembermemberle the new covenant
even the book of mormon and the
former commandments which I1 have
given them not only to saybay but to
do according to that which I1 have
written D and covenants heebee
4 par 8 liverpool ed

in none of your argumentsmenta have
you attempted to answer these very

plain words there Isia not a line
orof teaching from 1830 to june
1814 in the books of the church the
printed journalsjournaissalss or the published
sermons or pamphlets of the eiderselders

a reference to the mar
ariage relationrelations but what contem-
plates it as

youyon admit that you cannot prove
from the scriptures that Adam NoahNoa
or behllehi had more than one wife of
what weight in the scaleecale of argument
isia 7yourofir statement that you can find

other men named in the history who
had the creator evidently knew
just how he proposed to people the
earth and the fact that at the out-
set he formed butbat the two adam
and eve should be conclusive evi-
dence both as to the intention otof
deity and the fact how ignorant-
ly youyon write when you state that
god made man the

history of this world in allnil itsita gen-
erationserations brovproveses it 12 with the ink
scarcely dry in the sentence admit
ting that adam was the creation of
god and eve formed for his one
companion and that you cannot
woveprove that either he or noah or
lehilehl had more than one you say
god created man

what new cosmos Is this of which
you write dode youyon expect me to
believe you sincere when you soBO

pervert the very words of the hlahis
torytonj

the very reason assigned for the
destruction by the flood is a denun-
ciation of dolydoiypolygamygamy the sons cf
godsakgod sawbaw the daughters of men that
they were fair and they took them
wives of all which they choose
gen 62

this is the opening count in the
indictment the inspired transla-
tion by joseph smith states that
the lord told noah theinthe daughters
of thy sons have sold themselves
for behold mine anger is kindled
against thethesthee oni of menoman for they
will not hearken tjti my voice
gengena8 3

the voice word of the lord was
they twain shall be one flesh in

direct accord with the creation the
revelation to the church throughgli
joseph the peer was in keeping with
this that it the earth might be
filled with the measure of man ac
cording to his creation before the
world was made B of 0 seebee 45
par 3 liverpool edeal this proves
plainly that when god made man
he made him monogmonoe amic but
man corrupted hishla way before the
lord the lords spirit quit striv-
ing with them the flood came and
destroyeddeedeo troyed them except noah a
mmanan perfecteafect in his generations
who 99 walked with god the gene
inana noah were monog amioamlo
god saved them that ne lulalulllufa es-
tablish his covenant with them and

i thus preserve a rihrah seed to
people the earth this is to beaud
I1 think should be to all whwho0 deal
honestly with the bible a condem-
nation of marrismarriage

howilow can youma littlefield
these two examexamplesplaesplIes in the history of
the world before your eyes and say
tbthatat god cc created men
the intent waswaa to people the earth
and we arewre notnov to that it
was intended to people it with a
corrupt seedgeed he chose the system
and placed the two beings with
whom hebe began the work upon thetha
earth and instituted marriage he
repeated the warning by actual de

in the Feselectionlection of a
family of noah and
his wife his three sons and one wife
each he led cihi out of the midst
of a people whom youyoa say waswaa

with the purpose stated that
he might seek godly seed he
gave the ruleruie first by example lehilehiLehl
and hibbib wife blasenshis sonsbons and one wiewife

each he confirmed it secondarily
by the command which I1
ed and yet you have the hardi
hood to impugn the wisdom of such
creation and such precept by beclar

i
ing polygamy the rule and youyon
further sayfay that god sanctioned
polygamy

it god designed plural marriage
to be the rule why did he not soBO

make them ata t the onoutsettset you are
the one who 13isis13 indulging in bopha
try not I1 I1 give YOUyon the plain
word and the examples in historybiatory
and you evade them by sophistry
that is as dark asaa it must beba damag-
ing

if youyon still urge that plural mar
ariage Is the
man it is but proper for me to urge
that youyon have no scriptural ground
upon which to defend the marriage
institution and the right of a man
to have more wives than oneehould
insure the rightrlg ht of a woman to have
more husbandshusbanda than one and the

11 tep to the absence of0 any restric-
tion as founded in scripture is not
far removed it will puzzle you to
trace from any hie tory in your pos-
sessionsesilonsalon either sacred or profane tho
exclusive right of man to choose his
female companions to any direct
revelation from god itif it is13 left to
the decision of the natural appetitesapp stites
of manmao promiscuity will bobe proven
against you

your statement that three quar-
ters of the human family accept it
polygamy as the natural law 0of

marriage is a singular one does
that prove it right the same pro-
portion dlcarda jesusjesua agtheas the chrict

too00oo does that prove the statenstaterstatementdent
that he is untrue what nationnation
accepting the bible and christ ac-
ceptcep polygamy as the natural law of
marriagesmarr ageo

your charge upon the other quar-
ter of the human family that they
have adopted in place of honorable
polygamy a vile a damnable and a
god accursed substitute laIs con-
temptibletemp tible you point to theoho excep-
tion in monogamio nations and callcali
it the rule what you allude boand
what is known as the social evil
is in monogamio nations thaytho bervererver
slonsion of the rule and opposed to I1law-

i
aw

quote from your letter af you
denounce celestial marriage asaa a
crime against mankind and a sin
against god we assert that god
never has so denounced it but has
approved it sanctioned itsit encour-
aged it legalized it and made special
lawsjaws for its direction that the poly
gamrat child was always recognized
99aa legitimate

youxou certainly perven theme record
taketae the instance of abrahamiabraham one
of your cases cite in proof no pro-
phet gave HFhagaringar to0 brahamAbraham SaraISaral
the patriarchspatriarch only wife grew jeal-
ous of her barrenness she concconceivedelved
the ideaiden of obtaining a child by

yand so aheshe took a slave and put
her luin her place abraham listened
to hlahib wife soeo did adam and when
fruit resulted from hibhla connection
with hagar saralsarai walledbewailedbe her
wongwrong what waswaa this wrong if
god had restrained her from bear-
ing was she in fault no her wrong
wabwas in forgetting the sacredness of
the marital relation when the
lord speaks in regard to thiathib sobhe
puts a very strange blessing upon
him to prevent the inheritanceinherit anoeanoa
from going this fashion the
lord gave biaria bonssonysoneon isaac in
him waswaa the covenant established
though ishmael was the first born
the lord then speaks concerning
this secondary wife thothe slave con
cubine and tells abraham to do as
sarah enjoined eastcast outopt this bond-
woman which he did ishmael
dwelt away ffromoromrom hihlahiba ffathersathers homehouse
and was a wild man

abraham was not a polygamist
he had no witewife by the institution of

arriage bahbuh barahbanah while earahsaral
lived Sarahbarah was dead when abra-
ham ejoyoy none
alsoaiso had children but the history
states that in order to dutnutt hishs evil
example away fronefrom isaacsisaac abra-
ham sent the sonsbons of his concubineconcubines8
he had awayavray from hishla sonbon to the
eastcast country and they are not
reckoned in hishib posterity this disdla

of thetho
departure from the mono gamio rule
isia lain favor of the thought that god
did not approve of it no prophet
gave him a second wife while sarah
lived nor does the record show that
there had been a change from the
rule asaa given at the first

isaacs life affords youyon no comfort
rebecca must have ruled her house
in respect to her husbands wives
as

respectjosephsephsoph beithaemitha wife emma
would have done if he had not saas

YOUyon assertasserts secretly sinned against
her

the casecage of joseph Isia only favor-
able to your view in seeming he
was the son rachelI1 the only legal
wife jacob hadhid in the chap
ter of Gengenellaesiaesla where the enumera-
tion of israels children takes place
none Isia called jacobsjacobb wife but
rachel gen 46 18 the blessing
was with josephjosephs jacobsjacobb first born
of hishia legal wife no prophet gave
jacob hishla plural wives or azaled hisbis
concubines ts him nor is any law
cited by which any such connection
waswaa authorized

you are well aware tthathat all the
laws of moses were given under

I1 the code and were called the car-
nal commandments which the
lord in hishie wrath caused to con-
tinue with the house of aaron

the children of israel till
john and christ
the law of divorcement a part of
your creed said flmosesMosess

for the hardness of your hearts
wrote you this precept it Is
equally clear from the traditions of

the church that the law of carnal
commandmentnand mente which you cite as
regulating polygamy waswaa added

because of trantransgressionegression the
hearts of israel were hardened and
god swore in his wrath that they
should not enter into hibhis restreat J

in reply to your quesquestiontion
ing the lords coition of tho apol

named in numbers chapter thirty
five I1 am quite willing that the
portion that went to eleazar should
be aa a heave offering to the lord
if you know what a heave offering
was of the part that went to the
levitesLovitasg the record tois silenteilent as to
what tiletiie levites did with them but
the inference that they were used as3
wivesea is farfetchedfarotfaret ched they were

klivesblives taken in aarand the thought
that they could only be used asan u
wives or asaa concubines shows the i
lustful tendencyten denby of the polygamiolo
mind i

A

I1 do total lyou or thotha
world that god ever used polygamy
in any sense to raiseraibe up beedseed unto
him but that in every instancestancain
where he attempted to raisenaise up
seedbeed unto him the rule adopted by
him was one man one wife it is
becamebecause of that that he calls poly-
gamy abominable I1 do not consent
that he ever need that means for
that object and fallyfaily believe that
you cannot show a single instance
or command in proof except the so
called revelation of 1843 and that
Is of suchsueh doubtfuldoubt fulfui parentage that
I1 do not accept it as evidence in
point

moses was notnoi a therathere
Is nothing in the history to show
that mosesmoseh had any otherotherwisewife than
zipporah she was not of the israel
I1 tish host for he had obtained her 0
jethro the prince of midian a
Cnous hite or ethiopian and supposed
to beba a descedeacedescendant of abraham by
lloicokaturahturah thetha presumption laIs fair
that zipporah and the ethiopian
woman are one and the same

there isia no question but what
when you persistently cite david
and solomon aa lo exam-
ples that you do so for an excuse
whatever youyon may pretend to the ri
contrary and to snowshow you how
superficial has been the reading in
regard to david let mome detail a little
of hishib history

saul was jealous of the praise be
stowed upon david for slaying tirethe yphilistinephilistines and made an attempt on
his life with a javelin before he had
yebyeu become V married man I1 saml
1819 7 11 saul offered him his elder
daughter merab to wife but cheated
him out of her giving her to
adriel then michael another of
sauls daughters loved david and
was his first wife for whom hebe paid
auan hundred trophies taken from the
PhIlIstinephilistines3 notwithstanding this
marriage paul became more and
more Dalvidavidsds enemy I1 eamearm 18
2926 this hatred of saul continued
until sauls death before which
david had twice spared eauvabauls ilifealfe
vrwhohohhon chtha 1 f aa olof war hadbad plac-
ed him in his powerpowers david hivingha ving
gathered numbers to his standard
saul had taken michal from david
and given her toPhalto phallictieltiei and thenthell
david took ababa widow and ahi
noam but there is no proof that
samuels or nathan had been the
agent through whom he took these
wives waawas king of
judah and reigned seven yearsyearb at
hebron daring this time war en-
sued between the armies of david
and sauls son abner
the general of israel joab for da-
vid or judah thetho war between
the house of david and the houbehoneo of
saul was a long one see 2 sam 3
landI1 and 6 more than thisthia the war
between these hosts did not cease
until waavas slain then the
tribes were united under the con
quedorguerquerorandand as such he reigned in
hebronhedron sovenseven yearsyearb over judah and
in jerusalem over judah and israel
for thirty three years david
would not treat with abner
until michal the daughter of saul
married first to him then to phal
tietiel had been re delivered to him
Phalti eisels her second husbandhusbands fol-
lowed thothe troop crying after his wife
until abner madamads him return herahero
waswaa one woman in icrael that had
two hmhusbandhubbandband and it was not samu-
ele or nathan that gave them in
either case

again lais lainis in proof that abnerabaer
had one of saulsaulsa wives
as his her name was klapac tilethe
record further states david aavo un-
to allaliallali that pertained
to saul and to all his housebouse he
did thisthia in pursuance of his oath to
saul that he would not cutcutout off his
seed was the
sonbon of jonathan the grandson orof
baulbaui 2 sarnbam 9 9 ino13 ziba thetho
servant of saulbaul was doubtless thetho
steward of hibhla houbeboube and as buchsuch
was in charge of all that belobeiobelongbelongeacp
to saulhaul and he was made the wit
ness of the transfer of the house
family and possessions slaves

wives concubines and all of saulbaui
to his legal representativee theromthero
Isignono evidence to show that david cihad any of thothe family olof saul asaa ilisbis
wives except michal saulo daugh-
ter I1 did not use the words cou
querquor orandand 69 fortunes of varvaz with-
out good warrant as any man
among you not a polygamist ingrain
will acknowledge if hohe wiliwill read
the record for himself

IIif the example of david Is good
permit mome to enquire who succeed
ed to the homehouse of pres B yaunyoungg
holetthe left houegs landsilja ivewiveslvesandbandand

I1 children hoddhadd nat die fightling


