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laws of israel I1 have got to meet
father adam in the kingdom ot
god in the heavens and we have all
got to give an account to him as our
great progenitor and the first man
who held the keys of the priesthood

orkon the earth when I1 go there and
meet him I1 shallishall have to render an
account of what I1 do here the
lord has chosen the weak things of
the world to do his work but he
Is as able to teach me or any of
toyMY brethren as he ever has been
inift any age of the world he has
always selected the weak things
takeake moses in leading thehe children
of lameisrael moses said he was slow
of speech and he thought that he
could not do anything but the
LOMord said he would raise up a spokes-
manman for him when the lord want
odad a king for israel he chose david
theoe son of jesse who was herding
heep all the sons of Jesseease except

1davidd were brought before the
prophet but samuel would not
anoint either of them he asked
jesse if he had any more sons jesse
said yes there is a little fellow
downown here taking care of the sheep
the prophet wanted to see him
when he came samuel anointed
hickinghIMm king of israel so in the days
off the apostles who were they

fishermen so80 itait io to-
day begin with joseph smith andtese the whole of us who are
we we are poor weak woworms
of the dust but the lord has
chosen us because he thoughtthoughtHehe
cluiduld do something with us I1
hope he can I1 suppose I1 have
holdheld the apostleship longer than
UYy man that has been on the face
off the earth in these last days
should I1 boast over this or be proud

t arldnd exalted because I1 have held the
priesthood so long if I1 did I1
bouldauld be a very foolish man we

areale obliged to honor god we are
obliged to acknowledge the handband of

lod the devil has sought to de
royoy nome from the time I1 was bornbom

attiltil the inpresentresentday but the loidlaid
bag always been on my right hand

fayed me there have been
twowo powers antworkat work one to destroy
toa the other to save me and I1
odo here today a weak instrumenty14 tilee hands of god butsbat as godlses if he will tell me what my

tty is 1 am going to do it
11 payMY god to blewbless us and awak

aib that wew may see our position
00 the earth the eyes of allU beav
64 are averover us the father the

father adam the patri
cho the prophetePro hete and all the

iS
apostles who have uved in our day

are watching over

us and waiting for us to docloutoui
duty and when ve performrford
the judgments of god will bebemanimani
fest in the earthsearth I1 pray god to divgiva
us wisdom and to help us totowN
humble faithful meek and lowly of
heart look at the purity of the
savior from the manger toid
the grave and where is there a
man on the face of the earth that carican
feel anything like exaltation or
glory I1 have seen oliver cow-
dery when it seemed as though tinethe
earth trembled under his foetfeet I1
never heard a man bear a strongersti
testimony than he did when under
the influence of the spirit but the
moment he left the kingdom of god
that moment his power fell likolik
lightning from heaven he waswa
shorn of his strength like samson
in the lap of delilah he lost the
power and testimony which he had
noyedenjoyed andee never recovered iit

again in its falness while inthein the
flesh although he died in the
church it does not pay a man
to sin or to iodo wrong brother
cannon spoke about difficulties be-
tween ourselves what business
have we to go to law because of
a little water or anything else on
the earth when we do this we
have lost the spirit of the gospel
you have had good counsel with re-
gard to ththis and if cju carry bitoutit out
the blessings of the lord will at-
tend you I1 hope the people of
provo will look to this we should
be united and stand together in the
midst of the oppositionlow that we will
have to meet I1 hope this power
and influence will dwell in this
county and throughout these moun-
tains of israel which may god
grant for christs sake amen

UNWITTING WITNESSES

IX
the prophet mormon was the lotlast

chief military commandercommande of the
Welpnephleehite armies the times lnin
which he lived were the most herfi
ouskojis and devastating in the whole
history of that people he took an
active part in their military affairs
from the tunetime he was sixteen years
old to his deathdath at the age of aver
seventy four upon the battle field
with a brief InterintermissionmiWon when hebe
stood an idle witness because
of their stubborn contumacy and
revengeful fury see book of mor-
mon mor hi 10 xvi 5

during the earthly career of this
military commander andaind prophet of
god covering a period of over 74

years see note 0 page the
descendants of lehilebi dwindled from

being a sulteted and cacipflR
laed race to a condition of
leation and poverty
by wild beasts of the jungle

i A brief survey of the life of
mormon presents an episode of
absorbing interest showing how in

I1 a short time a great and maculmagnifi-
cent

fl
social structurestructuredturey was shattered

into ruins and at the samegame lime
furnishing aa clue to iomeacme
ical problems

Mormormon the son of mormon and
a descendant of nepal mor i1 5
wswas bomborn about the year A D
IV nep i1 48 mor i1 2 he is

spoken of as being a sober childchildandand
quick to observe when he was ten
years old he was visited by am
maron a custodian and registrar of
the sacred records who gave him
this charge

when ye are about twenty and
four yearsears old I1 would that ye
should remember the things
have observed couceconcerningming this pep-
i

W-
I

pep-
pieI1 and when ye are of that age goatheto the land antum unto aaga MU

1 which shall be called shim and
there have I1 deposited unto the
lord all the sacred engravings con-
cerning this people andancl behold
ye shall take the plateslatese of nepalseunto yourself and the remainderremain Seiher ye
shall leave in the place where they
aream landand ye shall engrave on the
plates of nepalIN echi au9 the things that
ye have observed concerning this
people mor 1 38 4

when mormon was eleven years
old his father moved to the land of
Zarah emla the whole face of the
land having become covered with
buildings and the people werere as
numerous almost as it were the sand
of the sea verse 7

here mormon was witness to the
beginning of those sanguinary con-
flicts which resulted eventually in
the total destruction of the NephitesbItes
as a nation and almost as individ-
uals

the war began to be among
them in the borders of ZarZarahshememla
by the waters of sidonbidon 11

I1

this location has been identified
OB the present united stawstates of
columbia south americaAerlca and the
river sidonbidon as the magdalena
mor i1 10 omni 1fc 18 note A al-
ma itii 15 note ff at this time the
amy of the numbered

men and their arms wem very
successful at first in harrassing gildand
flubsubduingduing the Lamaaites

when mormon was sixteen years
of age being large in he
was appointed by themthe people of
nephi to be the of

their armies mor itil 1I 2 the
were the comcommonmonandand

implacable enemies of the none
phines they had a separate gagov


