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ders of Israel; T have got to mect
Father Adam, in the Kingdom ot
God in the heavens; and we have all
Zot to give an account to him, as our
Great Progenitor and the first man
Wwho held the keys of the Priesthood
on the earth. When I go there and
meet him, I shall have to render an
&ccount of what I do here. The
Lord hags chosen the weak things of
the world to do His work. But He
I8 ug able to tench me, or auny of
my brethren, as He ever has been
in any age of the world. He has
hlways selected the wenk things.
Take Moses in lending the chiidren
of Israel. Moses said he was slow
of speech, nnd he thought that he
tould not do anything. But the
Lord said he would raise up a spokes-
man for him. When the Lord want-
ed a king for Isracl, he chose David,
the son of Jesse, who was herding
sheep. Al the sons of Jesse, except
David, were bLrought before the
Prophet; but Samuct would net
8noint either of them. He asked
Jesse if he had any moro sons. Jesse
8aid, Yes; there is n little fellow
90“'11 here taking care of the sheep.
Tho ’rophet wanted to see him.
Vhen he came, Bamuel nnointed
him king of Isracl. 8o in the days
of the Apostles. Who were they?
IMlternte fishermen. 8o it is to-
day. Begin with Joseph Smith and
take the whole of us. Who are
We?  We are poor, weak worms
of the dust. But the Lord has
Ghosen us beeause He thought He
Could do something with us. 1
hope Ho can. T suppose 1 have
held the Apostleship longer than
A0¥ man that has been on the face
of the earth in these last days.
8hould 1 bonst over this or be proud
and exalted because I have held the
Priesthood so long? If I did, 1
should be a very foollsh man. We
ire ghliged to honer God; we are
obliged to ncknowledge the hand of
The devil has sought to de-
8troy me from the time 1 was born
Unti] the presentdny. Butthe Lord
hag always been on my right hand.
An0d saved me. There have bLeen
W0 powers at work—one to destroy
Me, the other to save me. And I
: ‘;‘:‘ here todny, a weak instrument
livthe hands of God. But, 18 Gud
4 8, If He widl tell me what my
Uty is, 1 am going to do it!
en‘ Pray God to bless us, and awak-
- BB that we may see our position
on the earth. The eyes of all heav-
Savi“m over us. The Father, the
ﬂrchor’ Father Adom, the Patri-
A & the Projhets, and all the
anl:lostlca Who have lived in our day
Eeneration, are watching over

ug, and waitlng for us to doour
duty; and when we perform that,
the judgmenta of God will be mani-
fest in the earth. I pray God to give
us wisdom, and to help usto be
humble, faithful, meek and lowly of
heart. TLook at the purlty of the
Savigr, from the manger to
the grave, and where is there a
man on the face of the carth thatcan
fecl anything like exaltation or
glory? 1 have seen Oliver Cow-
dery when it seeraed as though the
carth trembled under his feet. I
never heard a man bear n stronger
testimony than he did when under
the influence of the 8pirit. But the
moment he left the kingdom of Ged,
that moment his power fell like
lightning from heaven. He was
shorn of his strength, like Samson
in the lap of Delilah. He lost the
power and testimony which he had
enjoyed, and he never recovered it
agnin in its fulness while in the
flesh, although he died in the
Chureh. It does not pay a man
to sin or to do wrong. Brother
Cannon spoke about difficulties be-
tweun ourselves. What business
have we to go to law because of
a little water or anything else on
the carth? When we do this we
have lost the Spirit of the Gospel.
You have had good counsci with re-
gard to this, and if Mu earry 1t out
the blessings of the Lord will at-
tend you. 1 hope the people of
Provo will lock to this. We should
be united and stand together in the
midst ot the opposition that we will
have to meet. I hope this power
and influence will dwell in this
county and throughout these moun-
tains of Israwl, which may God

pgrant, for Christ’s sake. Amen.
UNWITTING WITNESSES.
IX.

The Prophet Mormon was the last
chlef military ecommander of the
Nephite nrmies. The times in
which he lived were the most peril-
ous and devastating in the whole
history of that people. He took an
active part in their military affairs
from the time he was sixteen years
old to his denth, at the age of over
seventy-four, upon the battle ficld,
with n brief intermission, when he
stood “as an idle witness,** because
of their stubborn contumacy, and
revengeful fury. Bee Book of Mor-
mon, Mor. ill: 10; xvi: 5.

During the earthly career of this
military commander and prophet ot
God, covering n period of over 74
years (see note ¢, page 560), the

| descendanta of Lehi dwindled from
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being a cultured and highly ‘eivil-
ized ruce to n conditlon of demoml-
ization and poverty,searcely equaled
by wild beasta of the jungle.

A brief survey of the life of
Mormon, prerenta an opisede of
absorbing interest; showing how, in
a short time, n great and magnifi-
cent social structure, was shattered
into ruins; and, at the same time,
furnishing a clue to some ethnolog-
ieal problems.

Mormon, the son of Mormon, and
n descendant of Nephi {Mor. i: 5),
was born about the year 810 A. D.
(IV Nep., i: 48; Mor. i: 2.) He is
spoken of as being n sober child and
quick to gleerve. When he was ten
years old he was visited by Am-
maron, & custodian and registrar of
the sacred recomis, who gave him
this charge:

“When ye are about twenty and
four yenrs old, T wounld that ye
should remember the things that ye
have observed concerning this peo-
ge; and when ye are of that age, go

the Innd Antum, unto a hill
which shall be called Shim; and
there have I deposited unto the
Lord, all the sacred engravings con-
cerning this people. And bLehold,
ye shall take the plates of Nephi
unto yourseif, and t}w remainder ye
shall leave in the place where they
are; and ye sha]f epgrave on the
plates of Nephi, all the things that
ye have observed councerning this
people.”” Mor. i: 3, 4.

When Mormon was ¢leven years
old his father moved to the land of
Znrahemla; ‘“‘the whole face of the
land having become covered with
bulldings, and the people were as
numerousalmost, as it were the sand
of the sca,>® Yerse 7.

Here Mormon was witness to the
beginuing of those sanguinary con-
flicts which resulted, eventunlly, iu
the total destruction of the Nephites
as o uatlon, and almost as individ-
uals.

“The war began to he among
them in the borders of Znrahcmla,
by the waturs of Bldon.”? ’

This lecation has beentidentified
a8 the present United Stales of
C'olumbia. South Americn, and the
river Sidon, as the Magidalena.
Mor. i: 10; Omni, i: 18, note h; Al-
mn il: 15, note . At this time the
army of the Nuphites numbered 30,-
000 men. And their arms were very
successful, at first, in harcassing and
gubduing the Lamauites.

When Mormon was sixteen years
of age, being ‘‘large in stoture,” he
wns appointed by the people of
Nephi to be the commander of
their armies, Mor. ii: 1, 2. The
Lanianites were the common and
implacable encmies of the Ne-
phites. They had a separate gov-



