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the city of the orphans is situate oaon
ashley down near bristol this down
being a breezy eminence on which
until lately the farmer grazed his cat-
tle to trace the origin of this city wwee
must go back to the year 1835 in which
year a poor prussian george muller
who was then living in bristol and
who had come to england a few years
before in connection with a missionary
project conceived that it was his duty
to do something towards providing for
the numerous orphans who arearo to be
found in our large cities
at the time tbthatat mr muller began to

think of this work he was a minister to
a small sect known as the brethren and
had for a fellow labourerlaboureur the late henry
craik the well known hebrew scholar
and brother of the late professor craikcraid
author of the Pursuit of knowledge
under difficulties 11 mr muller had no
salary whatever in connection with his
ministry he andarand mr craik having re-
solved not to accept a salary but to
leave their needs to be supplied as the
brethren voluntarily should decide

this arrangement produced very curi-
ous results sometimes mr muller was
very well off but as he never made his
wants known to anybody and never
on principle asked anybody for any-
thing his means were occasionally veryverY
low on these occasions his outward ap-
pearancepearance indicated the emptiness of his
exchequer and individual members of
his congregation were in the habit
when they met him with a shabby coat
on of taking9 him to the tailors and
buying him a new one but poverty
never affected the cheerful spirit of
george muller in march 1836 he was
living at no 6 wilson street bristol
and this house he resolved to transform
into an orphanage on the lith ofapril
he began to take the children in and
by the esth of the following month he
had for his guests no less than twenty
six orphan children who had lost both
father and mother by death

mr position was at this time
a very remarkable one he had no
regular income himselfhin self audand was in
fact a poor man how was he to pro-
vide for the twenty six orphans that he
had taken into his house he resolved
to carry out the same principle in re-
spect to the orphans as he had done in
respect to himself that is never to ask
anybody vorfortor assistance and never to
make it known publicly who had given
him anything if anybody sent him a
present for the orphans whether it
was in inmoneyoney or goods it was never
acknowledged in connection with the
donorsdonoll namename but only with initials

persons who gave for mere ostenta-
tion had consequently no chance of
being advertised in connection with
the orphanage for whether a large or
small amoamount was givengivens nothing more
than the donors initialsinitias were made
public

under these singular circumstances
mr muller opened his orphanage

some people thought that the orphan-
age was a freak of fanaticism andund
others predicted that an institution
founded on such principles could not
exist but others again who saw what
a large number of children mr muller
had to feed sent him assistance in
money in flour in draper esacc

still there was a continual chorus of
depredators who said the thing must
failfall but instead of heeding these mr
muller who found that more children
were brought to him than could be
accommodated in his house he rented
a second house and in a short time he
had this one as full as the first

the wants of this orphan community
were literally supplied from day to day
by gifts from the public but nobody
was asked for anything A family of
niftyfifty or sixty consumed a good deal of
food the amouta for clothing them was
noitlo inconsiderable trifle the rent of two
houses involved expenses and as mr
miller had engaged nurses and teachers
for the orphans there was a further
outlay in this direction

it was no wonder that even persons
who were friendly to the yong institu-
tion should have doubts as to its endu-
rance there was no list of subscribers
no income of any kind except the pro-
miscuous giftsite 0off tthehe public who were
never solagsolicitedc d tto0 give mr muller
however did not share these doubts
he relied solely on the efficacy ofprayer
and believing that the care of orphans
was a worthy work for a christian
minister he had no doubt that the
means of providing for the orphans
bould be forthcoming helheihelpheipp came to
nim in the most extraordinary way
many people whom he had never baessaesasen
sent moneymonay for the support of the or

ailsalls anonymous aldonorsconors dropped cash
andadd trinkets into his letterietter box and
occasionally he had iia considerable sum
on handband but still there were periods
when mr muller was down to his last
penny and did not know where he
would obtain the next meal for his or-
phansph ns in these periods people said
he hahad gone too far and while they
were discussing what would becom6 of
the children at the breakbrenkbreakupuplip of the
institution mr muller opened a third
house for boys and took in more orph-
ans the fact was that as the character
of the institution became known appli-
cations were made onan behalfofororphans
and mr muller having these cases
brought before him was not disposed
to refuse the children admission

ordinary prudence would have hes-
itated but mr muller seemed to lack
this depending solemonsoley on his prayer and
before the end ofdecember 1837 he had
seventy nine orphans under his care
surely then it was time to stop iriiii
july and august 1838 mr muller had
frequently not a penny in hand and
as behe made it a rule never to go into
debt the necessities of the institution
had to be supplied by the donations as
ttheyheyccamee in day by darday and often hour
bybY hourho at these times nearly every-
bodyb0dy I1lost heart in the work except mr
muller in his published narrative
referring to this period we often find
entries which show the extreme neces-
sities of the institution yet strangestran getoto
sayy there was never a single instance
inin which the children lacked either
food or clothing under the date au-
gust 18 1838 for instance we find 1I
have not a penny in handband for the or-
phans on august the 20 he was
again 16 penniless I1 todayto day I1 was
again without a single penny when
433 was sent from clapham with a box
of new clothes for the orphans in
the samesamo year on of november liehe
makes this entry never was so redu-
ced in funds as todayto day there was not
a single halfpennyhalf penny in hand between
the matronsmatrona of three houses but be-
fore the day was over funds were forth-
coming to meet the wants of the day
at the end of 1838IM there were in the
three houses so86 orphans 31 in the
girls orphan house 0131 in the infant or
phan house 24 in the boys orphan
house

A man who has a family of nine
even when he has a fair income thinks
he has a good many mouths to nilll11 but
the remarkable peculiarpeculiarlyty of mr

case was that behe had a family of
nearly ninety lodged in three large
houses that he provided them with
wholesome food in abundance and also
with clothing come whatever it is
true that for many years his means
were very low but it is equally true
that in his need help always
came sometimes he had helheihelpheipp from
strangers for even in these early days
of the institution it became known
that the poor prussian whose heart
yearned for the orphans hadbad a family
of nearly ninety depending solely upon
the public for luport sometimes
a five or ten pound note was dropped
anonymously into his letter box other
contributors who hailhad observed mr

work sent him presents of
oatmeal of treacle of vinegar of cloth
of shoes aec but there was no osteosce
latious publicity to be got out of the
contribcontris ueions whether they amounted to
hundreds of pounds or to a single
penny nothing but the initials of the
donor being given in the account inany caseease nor had the donors any right
of nomination in respect totd candidates
for the institution all mr muller
asked of persons who brought orphans
to him was are both the childs pa-
rents dead was the child born in
wedlock Is the child destitute ifthese questions were satisfactorily an-
swered there was nothing said about
the favor of subscribers or the religion
of the deceased parents the children
were taken into the houses so long as
there was room for them in accordance
with the order in which applicationa ilelieatlon was
made for them mr M risrib plan was
a literal application of the familiar
phrase first came first served and from
that plan he has never deviated

in 1839 there was a repetition of the
previous years expertexperienceence dallydaily neces-
sities strangely met and the unfailing
coneonconfidenceald enceenee of mr muller on february
ard3rd he had not a penny in hand and on
the there is similar report in the
narrative the same thing occurred

at various subsequent dates up to the
end of the year and all through 1840
1841 and 1842 about the middle of
18131843 there were many application for
the admission of orphans but as the
three houses were as full as they could
be having regard to the bealthof the
children mr muller to
ment of the neighborhood rented an

other house and this coohe soon filled
A i1 1 4with ororphansphaniup to this time these strangely sup-

ported orphan houses had been a marvel
to everybody some had scoffed at the
efmeffmartsefforts of the poor prussian minister
but many struck with the true human-
ity of his daily life his most tender
care of the fatherless and motherless
family dfof which he had taken charge
helped him some sent him silver
spoons and half worn trinkets and jew-
elry poor men saved a portion of their
wages for him rich men gave to him
liberally but as his expense was
great all behe got occasionally failed him
and then the institution seemed on the
verge of distdistractionruction but only to prove
once more that there was in it a princi-
ple of vitality which however incom-
prehensible it might be to
observers was nevertheless real

but although the helpers were many
and were continually increasing the
institution was not without its difficul-
ties in 1844 on the second of april
mr muller wilteswrites in his narrative
the need of todayto day was xa5 Os gd

yesterday I1 had paid away all the
money in handband but in the afternoon
there came in by sale of articles given
for the benefit of the orphans xa2178
ad by the boxes in the orphan houses
as ad and by needlework odtheof the orph-
ans as sid so that we were enabled to
meet the demands of the dadayhanoton the loth of june he had not a pen-
ny left and on the of june he had
only for the next days
maintenance of the orphans timely
help came however and the children I1

who knew nothing of the poverty of
their protector never went without a
single meal ODOCL the of july mr
muller writes todayto day two orphans
were brought from bath for though we
are BOso poor the work goes fowardtoward and
children are received as long as there is
room the poverty and the expan-
sion in fact went along together mr

plan being to take in children
irrespective of his present means so
ionglong as he had space in hishig houses to
accommodate them at the end of july
1844 mr muller hadbad received in dona-
tions xa7 ios ad without having
applied to anybody for a single 8subscrip-
tion and he had then in his four houses

orphans
exhausted

his means notwithstanding the liberal
donations he received one dambedayhe was
comparatively rich another day he was
exceedingly poor under the date
august 7 he writes in his narrative
there came in when there was not

one penny in my hands as andasand as ad
I1 also fondd as in the boxes in my
house losios was given apts3 the profit of the
sale of ladies bags and as ad as thetho
produce of a forfeit box at a young
ladies school likewise were given to
me two gold rings two gold watch keys
a paireair of earringsear rings a gold brooch two
waist buckles a pair of bracelets a
watch hookhoogandI1 and a broken brooch thus
we have a little towards the need of to-
morrow all through 1844 there were
occasional days when the funds were
exhausted and other days when there
was abundance of means and these
vicissitudesvici asitudes continued through 1845 and
1846 in the latter year mr muller
resolved to build a house specially adap-
ted for the orphans the large number
of children behe then had in his four
houses in wilson street were found to
be a great inconvenience to the neigh-
borhoodbo in consequence of the noise
they made during their play hours and
there was also defects in the houses in
respect of ventilation the houses not
having been built for so large a number
of inmates mr muller accordingly
bought a field at ashley down and in
july 18471647 commenced to build his new
house and thus laid the foundation of
what we have called the city of the
orphans

the new house was built to accom-
modate children namely orphan
girls above seven years of age 80 or-
phan boys above sevenbeven and SO80 male and
female infant orphans

this building cost over and
mr muller transferred his orphans to
it from the four houses in wilson street
in june 1849 the size and accommoda-
tion of the house may be estimated
when it is stated that it contains about

large windowslighting work rooms
schoolroomsschool rooms bakery store rooms
teachers rooms play rooms dormi-
tories ac there are also connected
with it large open playgrounds with
swings jumping boards ac for the
children

since the opening of this new orphan
house at ashley down in 1849 the
progress of mr work is one of
the mostlhost extraordinary roromancesminces that
avdever wasvaa written it was remarkable
that he should have been supplied with

I1 t IR W 1the meaosmeans of buildingbuilding tyltysthee baistfaistfirst larlatlargege
house at ashley downa considering
that he never asked any man for help
but what followed was still more re-
markable

he had not had possession of the new
housebouse long before he had it filled to its
utmost capacity with children etwasit was
wonderful to see three hundred orphaorphanniis
amply provided for in such a noble
house through the instrumentality of
one man a simplemindedsimple minded man who
prayed forbell when he needed it andandtandi
believed that his need would be sup-
plied As soon as his new house was
full Mr AMuller found that he had to
turn away from his doors many orphans
who were just as worthy of admission
as those liehe had under his care he
had a great responsibility for child ah1

ren is no small family lutbutbut the insaf
ficiency of his househoube gave him ereakreagrea

Aanxiety
when father mathew set out on his

great crusade against intemperance helit
made use of the memorable words

here goes in the name of god 41 mr
muller on finding the house containing
his WOloo children tootho small resolved to
build another saying that it was gods
work and not hibhis he made his second
house larger than his first and boonsoon fil-
led it with more children making a
total of TOO still the orphans came to
his doors and in spite of the warning
of people who said the institution was
already too large he resolved to build
a third house larger than either of the
otheotherr two for the accommodation of
more orphans this also he soon filled
thus increasing hishia family to 1150

number One Number two audand hum- i

berher three as the houses are called
bavebavo been in full operation for some I1

years and as the three proved anad
equate mr muller resolved to build
two more houses number four and
number five so that he mimightlit in-
crease hisbia family to upwards orof 2000
and these two new houses are now al-

most completed and in a few months
will bee fully occupied when mr mul
ler had forty orphans people said he
had too many what will they say now
to his 2100 the objectors have dis-
appearedappe red and the institution is ac-
ceptedeepteai as a great fact success has
made it so and now when mr mul
lers needs are greater than ever he
never hasbaa to of poverty he
counts his balances by thousands ster
linglingardlingandand continues to extend his city
till people wonder where it will end

the sum expended on the buildings
in which the orphans are lodged amounts
to about a large sum when it
is remembered that all this has been
contributed without the name of any
donordonon being published

the total sumeum which mr muller has
received for thothe orphans since he
opened bishis house for them in 1836 is up-
wards of the letter box of
his humble house which is at 21 paul
street bristol for mr muller does not
reside in the institution although he
spends the greater part odtheof the day there
1is as valuable as the cap of FortunFortunaatultubtua3

passers by drop in all sorts of jewel
cry and cash and banknotesbanknotes without
stint it is19 no uncommon thing for him
to acknowledge in his narrative 31

which he publishes annually a penny
from an errand boy or domestic servant
and in the same line a thousand pounds
fromfro mAB or some other equally

initials he has often received
gifts of 1000 20002000

up to atone time and
these vast sums are all anonymous so
far as the public are concerned last
year from may 1867 to may 1868 the
expenses connected with the orphans
were nearly of this about

was the current expenses in con-
nection with the orphans and the chief
part of the remainder was in providing
new buildings the cost of each orphan
during the year was losios inclusive ov
every expense without exception the
general expenses for the previous year
were upwards of 1

what becomes of the children when
they grow up the girls remain in the
institution till they are able to go to
service mr muller keeps them tilltin
they are sufficiently qualified for a
situation and especially till their con-
stitutionution is sufficiently established

they generally remain under his care
ttill they are over eighteen years of age

if there happen to be any who are un-
fit on account of delicate health for
domestic service they are apprenticed
to some light business the girls are
greatly in demand as servants and their
thorough training fits them admiraadmirablyblyblk
borsuchfor suehsuch a positionapposition many odtheof the girls
now in the institution have been under
mr AW lerslens charge for over seventeen
years tieythey are instructed in reading
writing arithmetic english grammar
geography english history a little


