all his committee assignments from
them and practicaily is one of them;
this zives that party forty members
which — excluding Montana and
Wyoming--wili be_incressed to forty-
three in the next Congress, while the
Repubitcan strength would fall, by the
losa of three to the Democrats and two
to the Populiste, to forty-two. Bolthat,
#s previously stated, with a vote mles-
fog from each of two sintes, the Pepu-
liste could decide it in favor of efther
party, but are not likely to act with the
Republicans; while if even one more
of them acts with the Democrate when
such contests come up the next SBenate
will be Democratic over aod above all,
Montans” and Wyoming msaking the
total vote of that parly forty-five
againet forty-three united opposition.

THE SOUVENIR COINS.

THE first Worid?s Fair souvenir half
dollar sold for $10,000, and while the
gale of the segcond one B.uwed puch a
talling off from that flifure ne under

any otber gircumstances would indicate
a complete break down lo the mnrket,
the prige held up well and ls extremely

bigh yet. Prpbably it will continue
8o, notwithstandlig tbe fact that
several millions will be on sale

before the coinage of them cloaes.
Five kega each goutainlog flve thous-
and of the coins arrived in Chicago ¢n
the 19th and of course they wers:
soapped up in atwlokllng; but as they
are to be followed io raplu suncession
Ly not merely thousauds but millions
more, the ghances are that there will
be enough to ‘“‘bear? the price down
tv something near par, It not to go
sround.

Those who have not seen the souve-
nir goin yel—meaning pretty much
everybody here—have not much of a
Burprise 1n store for them when they
shall be thus favored. A brun new
silver half dollar is alwaye a thing of
beauty, but not e a rule a joy for
long; and the Columbian issue is
the the size of one of these with dif-
ferent designs the word “Chicago”
sppearing prominently oo its surface.

THE SMOKE MUST GO.

A proposition which at first would
seem rather impracticable but 18 eo
grestly desired that It receives utten-
tion, comes from London; it is to
sbolieh the foge that bave overbung
that ¢lty like a heritage of Olmmeria
from the early days. We nre advised
toat the clty council of the world’s
metropolis are not only coosidering the
aubject but earnestly &0, and seriously
propose entering upou a scheme st
once having that very object la view,
It looks like they were undertaking a
great deal; and yet we all xnow that
loge are but the effeot of & cause; if we
can reach the cnuse and obliterate it,
the effeot wiil naturally enough disap-
fc-ur at the xame time or shortly sfter.
L is auggesied by s colemporary that
u preposition of this kind sou.ds very
much like interfering with the order
of nature, such us undertaking to stop
snow sterms or, like General Dyren-
forth, attempting to whaks raju out of
the sky. But, It adde, when it ls

‘not press for the consumption of the

THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

considered that the horrible foge of
London are of compnratively modern
date, that they did oot exist two cen-
turies ago, and that they are due to
bumsn agenoy, the undertaking,
though stlil a large one, duoes not seem
unfeasible The character of these fogs,
which obscure everything with an al-
most inky blackpness, and often make
noonday as dark as midnight, ia due to
the cloudso! unconsuraed carbon poured
out of thousandsof chlmnpeys into a
humid, misty atmosphere, where the
smoke mixes iteelf with the natural
fop in nuch n way as to seem almost a
solid.

Here we have an element, and per-
haps the principal one, golng to make
up theunhealthiul and unseeiwnly vapor;
and the thing to be done & to either
destroy the smoke or devise a
different plan of oombustion. The
Iatter is what the city government of
London proposrs to do. In order to
accomp! {ah this it is announced that
municipal gas works will be estahlished
and gus provided for the people in
lieu of fuel, thits to be supplied at
arite so low and the gquantity belng
secured on such no ample acale, that ali
can afford to bave it; in fact, the plan
compriges economy for the people
among other considerations,by making
gas cheaper to them for yeneral pur-
poses than coul now 1s. If necesmary,
the use of gas is to be made com-
pulsory, but this will scarcely be need-
ed, at least but few will object to it for
obvious reasons—the saving of money,
convenience, cleanliness, health, and
above nll the abllity to see the glorious
sua uncbscurod from the rising to the
zolng down thereof.

Mr. B. H. Thwalte makes what i
pronounced n ‘‘daring suggestion® in
the Contemporary Eeview in this con-
nection. He would generate the gas in
the coal flelds of Bouth Yorkshire,
Staffordehire and Bouth Wales, and
transmlt it in pipes to London under
high pressure, ns ln the case of natural
gas in this country. He estimatesthat
by thie mesanA an enormous saving
over the transpertation of con! by rail
would be effected, amounting to a total
of over $20,000,000, which, after pro-
viding for interest oo cost, mainten-
ance, etc., would, while giviog con-
sumers the advantage of fuel at a price
much less than thal of coal, leave a
very large surplus available for publie
improvements, including the estab-
lishment of the new asystem of public
water anpply that London so sadly
needs.

Thore who live on the eastern or
porthern bencrh and look down upon
our once beagtiful city almost nny of
these humid mornings can dlscern
little but & great bank of inky oclouds
spread out llke a pall over the Jand-
scape. Perhaps the suggestion to uso
gas may yet be acted upon by us, when
the natural supply makes such a couree
practicable,or when a citizens’ railroad
to the coal fiel 3 has brought the sup-
ply ot that article up nnd the price
down to a proper basis. But whlle
waiting for that to come around why

smoke? That it can be done and at a
comparatively trifting expense is well
understooud; and now,after things have
arrived at such a stage that we fairly
rival the English city at certaln times
in the matter of fog, why 1 ot havae the

City Copnocil fpllow in the train of their
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‘eltows noross the Atlantic? If thows
w ho produce most of the amoke will not
take steps to have it consumed without
compulsory action, let us have suob
action and without further dely.

QUR HIGHWAYS.

in oo part of the nation js the
question of country roads of more im-
portance than here in Utah. The
physical structure of the earth here-
about inclines strongly to the rugged,
there belng fully ae much uniohabit-
nhle as hubitable and a great deal more

uniobabited than Iinhabited. The
topography is a vast series of moun-
tains and valleys with n few desert
pinine in the extreme west, the valleys
in every instance being more or lusa
thickly populated and extensively
cultivated. Communication between
these ia atlended with coneiderable
difficuity at times and occasionally is
suspended altopether, us has been the
case In places a number of tiwes this
winter., Railroads are oot oumerous
encugh to meke connectious com lete
througbout and are not likely to be
in this generatlon; but even If
the Territory were perfectly grid-
iroped in this manner, we gshould etill
hnve use and great use for good wagon
roads; ne it is, the demand therefor 1
irresistible. L

An effurt ia being made throughout
the country to have a cabinet depsart-
ment ot the government at Wasbing-
ton relating excluslvely to this subject,
and to this end blanke headed oy 8
petition have been clroulated broad-
cast throughout the Jand, That these
will be sbundanily signed goes with-
out saying; a petition for aimost any-
thing, practicnbie or f{wpracticable,
would be. The object, as stated in the
petition itself, id to ““promote knowl-
edge in the art oi constructing and
malotaining roads.”* Thls provokes
some very caustic eriticiem in places,
and 18 recelved with but very
little favor by any of the great news-
papers, the Loulsville Courter-Jfournal
and Washington Fosl belng partiou-
lariy hostile. The tormer thinks thut
while the matter of good country roads
is vne of such importance that it isthe
inclination of many to give theirsup-
portto any sort of movement that has
for ite object th Improvement cf our
highways, It should nevertheless be re-
membered that the very importance
of the subject makes it ail the more de-
sirable that there sbould be no mistake
1o the means adopted. The most ap-
proved method of not getting good
roads in Maige, California or Texus,
and we might ns well add Utab, s to
rely on a cabinet officer at Washington
to furnlah them. In the att of *‘how
oot to do it?’ this method would be
able te dircount the British Circom-
locution ofice immortaiized hy Dick-
ans.

The proposition of our briliant
Louiaville cotemporary thus ends with
& yegation, or **how uot do 1,7’ leav-
ing us in the dark asto how to progeed
“‘to do it,>’ that s, In the dark so far
asany suggestions of Itaown are con-
csrned. Luckily we of the far West
know sometbing of a practical nature
regarding the subject, and can make,
repair and maintain highwsys; but
cando} pompela ur to say that fbey are




