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TRIBUTE TO THE BIRTHDAY
OF THE PROPHET JOSEPH

and roadread at a celebration af thetha
day in the st georgedeorge tabernacle74

UKMI in genial fellowship we hallball this daydays

and our commemorative service pay

arlandsBrlandslauds for th auspicious
mommorn

yotof thaithat blest day when joseph smith wagwas
born

lonzlong centuries of time had come and gone

with prophets of the living god unknown
heavns high court no voice nor sound

t f was heard
from realms of light no angel form appeardcard
the people up teachers salsefalse and

vain
A with itching gapsdaisoarsears and thirst fortor worldly

n bilnt
1

and christendom with all its boasted loreocooro

ad priestsestyllestill ignored tbthe giftsittaitts andana
power

otof Cchrists puropure gosgospel which salvationtio
brought

when in its fullness hisids apostlespos es taught

B to check the swelling tide of wickedness
the noble and thetha pure in heart to biessbloss

and gods eternal purpose to fulfill
1

acquired a prophet to reveal his wiilwill
the prophetpi ophee came and early in his youth

T received the mighty keys of light and truth
otof wisdom knowledge and to usher in
A dispensation and its work begin

i i
T in himbim at once combined

goodness of heart and strength of master
i mind
jembodying childlike sweet simplicity j
with superhumanpupo godlike majesty
herie with the keys of old elijaheiljaheibelb ah held
thick clouds of darkness from the

idispelled
unlocked the prison doors as JesusAid

chlong had bound the spiritspirits oltaof the dead

chro priesthood of the living god
has beenn restored to earth tho iron rod
whichh oer all nations shallshail extend its sway

in righteousness to crown the latteriatter dasday

1 bold as a lionilon none but god hohe feared I1

and yet as humble as a child appealedappeardcard
when hebe approached his maker to implore
strength to endure the weight of0 wrongswrong hobe

bore i

and when hebe intercession made with god
for aid to spread the gospel light abroad
totb blessbiess indand save mankind rrtfrifromM guilty SPstate
though

11

men in blindness ought his preci-
ousousliteiiselife

we celebrate our glorious eras morn
the day the prophet josejosephph smith casbornwaswasiwass born
taA mighty destiny hangs on that birth
that yet willvill revolutionize the earth
not only earthcarth the worlds beneath ittwillwin

I1il1 move

Ajt has already above
atreatieTil heavensbeavens were opened and at once cawcamcamocame0

down
the father god and his beloved son
tb our groatgreat prophet then a humble youth
and lighted herebere the glorious iiilampm off

truth
the gates ajar now angels come and go90

womvomyom heavenbeaven to earth ands ts framfrom be-

low
n

the gospel jesus taught has
I1

14spread c

the nations tremble with foreboding dread
aliall christendom is filled with rage and feartear

j kg bbroken reedreee to 69broken reed draws
near

to war with god the wicked now combine
andotheathehostile sects I1in mutual efforts join

I1

ahreherehete in st george Jehovahs temple
stands

A monument of naithfaith in gods commands
emblem of purity and holiness
theworthy living and the dead to blessbiess

it speaks in tones otof more than mortal
I1 speech
andnd more than human thought has power to

k reach
tiltthat GOD is WITH us and it testifies

that joseph smith the great and good and
wise

IS gobsGODS trub and his memory
dear

the hosts abovealove and saints on earth revere

he changed the current ofotlisits ebbing tide
and forced the ship of life to upward ride
in plainplainnessnessnees marked the 41narrow way to

god
andamandaiand scaled his testimony with his bblood
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fr 1ift pleased to have another oppo-
rtunity of meeting with you on this
tb first sabbath of the new year
and alvillI1 will tate thathe opportunityf ortunity of
wishing yauyou hilnil a vasyVM happy Nam
ivul aauMAHd ifil pit iq tao AI1a th
0

f fe

fuiten thothousandusand more of them avorfor
we 94as latter day saints do not con-
sider that our existence ends with
time as we generally term it but
that it reaches into eternity and
that while we are here in a state of
probation to fulfillfulfil the various duties
devolving upon us as saints of the
living god while we comacome into the
world and exist in it for a time and

leave it we have hopes and
aaspirationss rations beyond the grave
aandpd anticipate that as ages and
cycles shall pass along and genera-
tion succeed generation if we are
true to our trust and live ourout rell

iion keekeepinging the commandments of
bodstonod and fulfillingfulfilling the various coven

j antsailts devolving upon us to attend to
thattbt we shall associate with the just
in the eternities to come therefore
sparewe

1 are living and hoping and ex-
pectingpeepecting and planning andand contriv

i ing and operating for
ment of this objectt we do ilotnot

look upon the affairs of thithiss life as
those alone in which humanity is
interested we have been taught
differently bypy those who have had
communication with the lord and
to whom he has revealed his will
we have beep tataughtlif differently by
the holy priesthoodua that we have in
our midst behave been taught dif-
ferentlyferently by the holy spirit which
we have received in gods appointed
way according to his law which
spirit has enlightened our minds and
given unto us aas an evidence
and a testimony similar atoto
that winchwhich we heard brother
smith speak of that he klewkiewknew this
workvork to be ofbf god how dichedid lielle
know it through obedience to
law of god by the
holy ghost and through the union
and communion that exists between
god and his children upon the earth
this is a principle of certainty and
testimony and an evidence thattho we
all have the privilege of enjoying for
ourselves and of knowingkowing that god
livesilyes of knowing that this is the
church of jesus christ and the
kingkingdomdm of god and of knowing al-
so that god jiveslives and that liehe is our
fatherlandfatherFathe and that we are his childrenchildre4
and pfaf further knowing that when
this earthly house of our tallertabernaclenaglenaele
is dissolved we can feel like inq of
old that we have a building of
god an house not made with handsbands
eternal iaa the heavens 11 wailingwaiting for
us and not for us only but for all
who love the appearing of our fiordloid
and saviorsaV or Jjesusesus christ were it
not follekfor thisis hope wereI1

ere it not for
spirit were it jotnotnot for this intel

that hashns been communicat-
ed unoounto ubyby the light of rovrevelationelhilon
anaand by the manifestation of thespiritsspirit ofluf god through the revela-
tions ofor god to man in these the
last daysdayis by the opening of the
heavens by the administration of
holy angels and by the revelations
of thetthe will of god to man yerevere it
not for this we should not have beebbeeh
here todayto day this congregation would
not have been assembled here as
they are the latter layday saints
would not have been in this territ-
ory nor would they have been any-
where elseeise for it is because god has
seen fit inid the falness of times ac-
cording toth the testimony given by
the holy prophets who have pro-
phesiedI1 since the world wakwaswas accord-
ingflg to the designs and eternal
purposes of god pertaining to
the inhabitants of the earth
those ahowhovho now live those who have
lived and those who will live were
it not for the purposespurpose of god lerigeper-
taining to these things and the
communications of his willvill to us we
could not be as I1 before stated inin

i the position we now occupy but
god having designed to accomplish
his work in the interests of human-
ityI1itY1 in the interests of the people of
the world in this day and age in
the interest of tilothe myrmyriadsads who
have passed out of the world in tile
interest 0of the living and the dedeadtd
he has commenced liishis work for the
salvation for the redemption and
for the exaltation of the human
family and hence things are as we
seosee them amonamong us todayto dayaly

when we talk about tilethe theories
of men they are matters pfaf very
little importance when we reflect
upon their ideas or views they are
really unimportant but nhep we
talk about the law of god the planpian
of jehovah and his designs pertain
ingi to ththe world in which vveve I1ivejive
aidand its inhabitants and to the inha-
bitants that have lived and to all
hittlittmanityhumanity then we touch upon a
subject that is grand noble aniland susub-
lime

b
lim one that enters into the re-
cesses of the heart and that touches
every andana that causes our
hopes and aspirations to reach with-
in the valivail where christ oaroan foro
runner hw conegonty and wewo feolfeel concoa
vinced that anore ft nitkit interneternal nt
WA inla oil tltho laalat fillil

t m VA

IE
trutruthshs in all the ordinances and I1inn

7
jevertdevertvertaimhing that god has revrevealedbaled
norfornorthethe salvationsa and exaltatioatlon of
the human family we are here
and how did we come here what
was it that brought us here some
hardly know and then there are a
great many who do understand
ththisIs thing very wellwall we
are here because weiwe listened to
the eternal truths of the gospel and
that gospel could not have been
known unlessulessu it hadbad been revealedrevealedaleo
for no man nor any set of men to-
day understandunder thos principles
which are calculated to exalt men
in the celestial kingdom of god nor
could they comprehend them unless
god had revealed them audand when
we hearbear of the folly the raving
and ranting of ignorant men who
know notnod god bior his laws who
would presume to dictated detate to beho

would teach something that
they know nothing about but being
without revelation are fitly repre-
sented in the bescripturesI1 tures aaas 11 know-
ing nothing but what theythes know nat-
urally as brute to be tak-
en and desirdestroyed10 ed I1 for instance we
have our cattleeattle ounourur sheep and other

which we raise and provide
food for and abefeedd and fatten them
what for for the knife HOW
could we do it i1 they know what
we adrowere doing it for I1 do notnut think
they would getgot very fat Sati 11 oneene
of the oldoid prophets tnin speaking of
these men who are without revela-
tion says they know iiolionothingthing but
what they know nathnatunaturallyrallyraily as brute
beasts wewo certainly do not wish
guchguch for instructors

manyliany men at the present danwillday will
tellteh usils that they will believe nnothing
but what they can see with their
eyes handle with their hands and
comprehend withrith their judgments
and what are they prepared for I1
might h ere ask what does man in
reality know of codod and of his laws
or of the proper fitness of things
what does he know about that vivi-
tality that he himself is in posses-
sion of or that which any
other animal jiss inn possession
of he knowsknos nothingnotliing per-
taining to it nor can he impart it
when we talk about the wisdom of
man hohoww far does it go we learn
a few of the laws of na-
ture who gayegave these laws
who originated or organized them
thoahowho placed these eternal lawslava in
nature who made the solar sys-
tem for instance to move with that
accuracy andrind punctualityityliy according
to exact rules and laws who made
any portion of that system gave it its
original force or sustains it in itsita
motion whoWh planted in matter its
exact and various laws can any of
the learned and the wise of this day
and age make anything of that kind
or anything approaching totb itait who
givesives lielife and vitality to man does
man give it we are told that there
is a spirit in manmakanandnandand the inspira-
tion of the almaimalmightyaty it un-
derstandingder buobub without that what
are we although our organization
may be complete in all ltits parts yet
without the spiritpirit the body is lifeless
motionless and inanimate what
aleweare we at bestbeat but little specks inini
motion moving about in the world
puffed up in many instances with
things we profess to know when
really we know nothing only as god
communicates it and can under-
stand nothing only as he makes it
manifest canallcanalican allail the philosophers
fetfit todayto day make a grain of wheat and
give vitality to it much lessaless a
world or can they make a simple
edobladeblado of grassgraos it is not a big thing
to ask a wise man to do especially
those whowito desire to ignore god inihis works butkaubuthut canoan the wisest of our
philosophers do it kono noran th-eythey
discover the secrets of life nor the
impulses which act upon all nature
in all faits varied operations shogowho go-
verns the planetary system the
great god the same who causes our
carthasearth as welluell as other systems to re-
volve upon their zes and provides
for them undand hasha measured alidand
I1givenoivengiven them their timestunes and seasons
and their laws who is it that causes
the blood to flow through our veinsVOIDS

he that has given and does give in-
telligencetelligence to man can anybody
poinpoint toutout any of these vital principles
and show that they originated inde

of god no they can-
not and so it is through all crea

no matter what you touch per-
i to nature f when man
drdiscoverscovers a law of nature ei-
ther in the mineral the animal
thethu vegetable or any other kingdom
he wiil indfind that it is governed by
strict eternal andind unchangeable and
undeviating laws and whonwhen mennhen
discover that what do theytheby find out
something dhigh god baahaa lacedplaced
thorethere that hash alwaynalways
edistaexistatstw wikcsrbivelihmibm about
thoh gruit we mayemavenaemeruarugdeldet

vvewe will refer to gas for instance
some of us can remember very wellweil
when there was no such thing
known among us as gas for lighting
purposes who originated the ele-
ments of which itisit is composed the
greagreatt god and that principlepie always
existed we speak about electricity
and the uses to which it can be ap-
plied who originated that princi-
ple 0 it was found out a few
years ago and we found it very use-
ful in communicating onejone with
another through its use we can send
a message todayto day from one part of
the world to another and can bobe in
communication reallai with the
world well wwee thinthink we havehaye
done something very remarkable in
discovering something of that kind
and it really is a great discovery
but ththenen that principle always exist
ed ever sincee the world was framed
the only thing that we can boast of
I1is4 that we have discodiscoveredivelvered ha certain
principle which we did not knewknow of
before and there are ten thousand
other principles beyond which we
have not yet discovered but when
we do discover them wewei shall tindfind
them to beba the same eternal laws of
god I1 am reminded sometimes of a
little infant you look at the bodybod
it comes intoin to the world it hashaa Mw
common faculties by and by it
makes a disdiscoverycoveri it finds out that
it has a hand and iiit looks at it as
much as totobaycosaysayeay it is1 a very curiola
thing and it is a remarkable discov-
ery that I1 hatehave made why ital
ways hadllad a hand but the baby did
not always know it

ithasbas been remarked here by bro
penrose that all things are governed
bybv law this Isi BOso whether in the
material world or whether 1I was
going to say in the immaterial
world but we do not knowknot of such
a thing I1 will aay therefore the
spiritual world if you please we
are very singularly
ing a combination of body and spirit
we learnleam a little about the bodies of
mmenen but what do we know about
the sspirits we know from histohistoryry
of some things which have taken
place in the past but what do we
know about things pertaining to the
future who can comprehend god
or his ways one of oldoid in peakingspeaking
upon this subject says ititisas high
as heaven what canet thou do
deeper than hehellheil what thou
understand there are some pro-
minent features which god has re
healedtd us and thereasetherthereeareearoameare oentenen thou-
sands of principles which he has not
revealed those principles that he
has revealed to us like everything
else pertaining to the works and
the designs of god bring a degree of
certaintycertainlytainty assurance intelligence
and satisfaction that nothingno thing earthlyathly
can impart the saints themselves
do not in many instances under-
stand the whysghys and the where-
fores pertaining to these matters
we ameare taught to obey certain laws
we are taught to repent 0of our sins
and to have handsbands laid Uuponn our
headsbeads for the rereception of tathe holhoiholyy
ghost herehero is a lawjaw that god has
appointappointededi just the same as he has
regulated these other systems of
which I1 speak and with which we
are more or less familiar we have
electricity floating around us in
every direction in order to make it

our desires we have to use
it according to certain laws at
present wowe have to string up wire
TrowroproperlyPerly connecting it and use a

and a machine made for the
purpose in order to convey our
thoughts to others at a distance andrind
without first paying due regard to
these or other appliances that per-
hapshaps might be substituted we could
nothot communicatecommunicates when you com-
ply with the law governing this
matter that is when you erect the
bolesboieses1 string the wire make youratbatteryt ry and have the machine
andund the circuit complete you may
then convey your thoughts cor-
rectly over the wire by the means
ofbfelectricity to others at a distance
you know they have been correctly
enttent because you can receive your

answer back and if necessary hahaveve
tthehe message yon sent repeated now
ththee Lamesame principlele isis trtrueze in regard

I1 to the other thingsthings mdand do the
persons who operate nhethe telegraphph
machine always understand all
about the philosophy of ftit no but
very few of them comparatively
yetyel they learn to operate while
somebody else does the thinking and
prepreparesDares the machine and appliances
fonforhorfor them for the purpose of introduc-
ing this mode of communicating
now then look at the principle that
looks to many very simplesimpie associated
with that way which god has or-
dained and appointed for man to be-
come acquainted with him and to
be introduced to iliinillinliivandbugrug to hshis
walaws how is IVit why thetipe eidoreider
doeggoes foch W and Is bo

told io preach faith in the lord
jesus christ repentance and bap-
tismcism for the remission of sins and
the laying on of hands for the re-
ception of the holy ghost nowhow
these lookjook to many as being very
simple things very simple yet they
are things which god has ordained
they are his laws they erowereere in for-
mer times they are in this time
we cannot violate these and receive
the blessings and no other people
can I1 do not care who they arethayare they
cannot do itIL let us go back to our
experience there are hundreds of
you present who have received
the spirit of the living god how did
you receive it you saycay an elder
came along and we heard him
preach he told me to believebelleve in the
lord jesusjesus christ and to repent of
my sins and that he was authorized
to baptize me for the remission of my
slsinsns and he told me that if I1 did
ththisIS that hands should then be laid
upon my head and I1 should receivereceive
the wolyholy ghost this is13 the doc-
trine you heard then you had
faith in god you repented of your
sins your follies and wickedness
andiandland jouyou covenanted to foanfoar god and
keep hishib commandments and to ob-
serve hishig laws the elder then wontwant
forth and led you intoint the wamerwater
and he said it being corncommissionedm
of jesus canchristst I1 baptize yyouou for the
remission efof youryav sins in the name
of thetho father and of thothe son and of
the holy ghost amen 11 he then
buried you in the water and raised
and brought you out of it after he

head and by the same authority he
confirmed you a member of the
church of jesus christ of latter
day saints and said 91 receive ye
the holy ghost

nownow that is a very peculiar opera-
tion when you come to think upon
it why is it thus A man goes
forth who hashm authority given him
of jesus christ he baptized you for
the remission of your sins inin the
name of the father and of the son
and of the holy ghost there is
something very peculiar about it it
looks very simple but if that man
had no such authority then helhe waswa
an impostor and if the man or men
whoabowho ordained that elderelden conferring
on him this priesthood had not
the authority to do so then hohe
or they were impostors and if
god hadbad not given revelation
instructing joseph smith in re-
lation to these things how fileytiley
were to be done then joseph
smith himself waswaew anau impostor as
well as the apostles and all men pro-
fessing authority these are self
evident facts we as a people dodd
not profess to have receivedrece ived any au-
thority from any other source from
any man or set of men or anyariy
church or any organization existing
and if god has not revealed it then
the whole thing is a falsehood and
fiction and there is nothing tototttoltit
here I1is9 a picture pointing to the
celceiceilingling of the angel moroni appear-
ing idearunto joseph smith revnevrevealinging to
himhin among other thing the plates
from which the book of mormon
was translated Nweve havehave another
here pointing to john thetho apttnitfit
conferring upon josph smith and
oliver cowdery the aaronie priest-
hoodpetarand still another represent-
ing peterreter james and john confer-
ring upon joseph smith the
ch priesthood very well are
these things true there are thou-
sands of latter day saints who will
tell you they know it we will
comecomb to these things by and by
but if these things were not so then
our faith is in vain then
we are barkanddark and benightedbenighteA as others
are then the things we believe in
are a phantom and can avail us no-
thing either pertaining to this
world or the world to come then
the building of these temples
amounts to nothing if these things
are a fiction and everything we
have done and are engaged in
amounts to nothing but if tueythey
are true then there is nothing of so
great importance to the world of
mankind and to us as the revela-
tion of these truths to man in these
lastlak days and pertaining also to our
association therewith

Isow when an elder lays his hands
upon a man and confirms uponubon him
the holy ghost he tells him to iere-
ceive

i e
ceieel re it by virtue of the authority
conferred upon him what author-
ity why godGoa restored the author-
ity of the holy PrestPriesthoodbood by those
who held hethe keys of that priest-
hood and who administer in time
and in eternity who held that
priesthood upon the earth and who
nawnow hold it in the heavens they
came here to impart it to medmen and
did restore it to menmeli very well
thatthai being the amcase mann was aagainiritplatedplabd in communion with his god
botpotno ntle tot gued 0 euah


