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THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

She loses her good name without having
committed sin and without having in-
spired a greatlove. Her most persis-
tent pursuers forget her quickly, or
think of her without regret.

The third and most to be pitied type
of girl whose name is marred by associ-
ation with a married man is the overripe

irll She has lived to pass her twenty-
fth birthday without having loved or
married. With more than ordinal
mind, with a high ideal of manhood,
with strong emotions and intense long-
ing for love, she sees her girlhood’s
companions mated one by one, while
her own dreams and hopes slip farther
and farther back into the past with her
first youth. Such a girl is liable to be
superior to her early admirers, and as
she reaches ripe womanhood she finds
mental comradeship in married men
only. Then comes the dangerous
association with some man whose do-
mestic life is a disappointnient, and who
discovers in her what he misses at
home.

It_may be her pastor, it may be the
family physician, it may be the husband
of some old schoolmatle whom she visits;
but as astreak of lightning sets fire to
draf buildings, his glance and touch
influ

ence her ripened and craving
emotions, .
She is capable of feeling andof in-

spiring a great passion; and, unlike
either of the types already described,
she attracts and is attracted by men
strong in their emotions and of no mean
mental endowments, men who have
Erown beyond their wives, and who
ave perhaps lived through years of
brain solitude and heart hunger before
they met this girl.

&e speak of a young woman of
twenty-five or thirty as old enough to be
sensible and well behaved; but, in fact,
that is the very time of life whenit is
most difficult for an unanchored woman
to be prudent or reasonable. From
fourteen to seventeen a healthy, vigorous

irl is in danger of imprudence or folly
rom ignorance of her emotions; from
twenty five to thirty she is in danger
from her knowledge of them.

The blind and cruel judgment of
Cbristian communities on this subject
is inconsistent with the spirit of Christ,
or with the scientific enlightenment of
the present day in other matters.

When I hear of a girl in that period of
life who has wrecked her future and
lost her good name through some great
act of folly, I am moved with the deep-
est pity and sorrow. She is like the
ungathered dead-ripe fruit that bursts in
the sun and falls into the dust below.

It is all very well for you, with your
satisfied lives, to sit in judgment and
say: *‘But she should have spurned the
first approach: she should have been in-
dignant at such a thought; she should
have shown womanly pride and
strength.”” It is not so easy to call all
those qualities to your aidywhen, with
gouth slipping behind, with loneliness

efore, with a heart breaking for sympa-
thy, a brain on fire with feeling, and
veins bursting with unused vitality, you
encounter a beautitul and atluring temp-
tation. Itis so easy to believe at such
a time that the world is well lost for
love; that one hour of possession will
be wotth a lifetime of disgrace. Butno
more fallacious idea ever dazzled the
eyes of the soul. Time has yet to show
us the pair of lawless lovers who, hav-
ing given up the world forlove's saxe,

did not resent it if the world took them
at their word. Love is the light from
God’s eyes; unless He smiles approval
upon an earthly passion it never brings
happiness or content.

The weak and tortured girl who
thinks she cannot endure life without
the companionship of a man who is not
free to claim her before all the world

"would find she could not be happy with

his companionship.. One or both would
regret the step which debarred them
from the respect of their kind, so dear
to the human heart.

Love of approbation is very strong in
most of us, and it is well thatitis so. I
believe more lives have been saved from
wreck on the rocks of passion through
love of approbation than through prin-
ciple. It may not be the best motive
for right-doing, hut it gives better mo-
lives an opportunity to gain the ascen-
dancy later.

One would think the unhappily mar-
ried man ought to have strength enough
to protect the overripe girl against her-
sell: that his wider knowledge of human
emotions and temptations should fiil
him with pity for her. But it never does.
Men have not been taught that self-con-
trol is necessary to them in these
matters. The whole tendency of the
world has been toward masculine free-
dom and self-indulgence, and itis not
to be wondered at that he is the tempter
instead of the protector.

But it does seem a wonder that he
invariably blames the woman when he
falls. Such is the fact, however; and
many a passion-blindec{ girl, who has
believed that the world was well lost for
the love of a married man, lives to hear
him recriminate her for leading him
astray. It is the man who first and mosi
keenly feels the lash of public blame.
Many a case has come under my obser-

‘vation where the husband has returned

to his wife who was never able to make
him happy, leaving the girl who was in
every way endowed to be hiscompanion,
so powerful a factor in human happiness
was public respect.

It is well for the overripe girl to recall
such cases before she yields to the fasci-
nating illusion held out to her by her
emotions and her lover. Nothing else
in all the range of human experience is
so overpoweringly alluring as the attrac-
tion of the sexes; and when the imagin.
ation and the senses are both on fire,
reason lends but little light.

But alas for those who live to sit by
the ashes of the burned-out senses,
among the ruins of imagination! and
this is an experience certain to follow an
unlicensed passion. The only hope of
continued happiness in the relation of
man and woman is in the strengthenin
and deepening of the moral and spiritua
nature of both; for physical attraction
alone is a plant that rarely outlives the
season. How frail, then, must be the
chances of happiness for the two who
violate moral laws to seize the perishing
Aower of desire! Only those who have
been tempted by its perfume and false
splendor and lived to wear the royal
rose of a worthy love, or those who,
having plucked it only to see its leaves
wither and die, leaving the ugly thoms,
can realize how frail such hopes of
happiness are!
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Banta Rowsa is making ‘elaborate pre-
paratinns for the obeervance of Memo-
rial day.

OUR STUCKHOLM LETTER.

StockHoLM, Aptil 12, 1893.—The
People’s Riksdag or Parliament, which
recently convened at Stockholm,
Sweden, was one of considerable im-
portance, and may be said to fairly
inaugurate an agitation of much moment
to the People of Sweden, and indirectly
also bearing uponm her relations to
Norway.

Representing 200,000 nien of Sweden
—150,000 of whom already vote— the
Parliament met for the express purpose
of voicing a demand Jor universal
suffrage.

The Parliament was a representative
body representing most fully those
numerous classes of the Swedish people
now left without a voice in the govern-
ment of the country. That its deliber-
ations where dignified and worthy of
the occasion is hardly necessary to say.
The well-known conservatism of the
Swedes would vouch for that.

In spite of all this, however, the Peg-
ple’'s Parliament was treated by the
government and the authorities as it
had been a mob,

The premier, waited upon by a limited
number of members delegated for that
purpose to ask if he would receive a
deputation, curtly replied that he knew
no representatives of the Swedish peo-
ple, except those elected in accordance
with existing laws, and refused to hold
any further communication with the
Parliament.

The king, to whom thereupon a similar
reguest was preterred, also declined-
the upper house of the regular Ricksdag'
was no more courteous,the only courtesy
extended being by individual members
ot the second chamber.

The impression made upon the
people’s Parlimant by this treatment
may be surmised.

It shows conc]usively that the powers
that he will yield nothing to the demand
for equal civil rights, and the first result
of this conviction was the call for
another people’s Parliament three years
hence. In other words, the disfran-
chised people are just about waking up
and rom tﬁis on stirring times may be'
expected in Sweden.

The other resuit is no less significant.
The Norwegian Storthing just then had
passed the order of the day declaring
the consular question a matter to be
settled by Norway alone, independemly
of Sweden.

Replying to this by way of thanking
Norwegian societies and political clubs
for their expressions OP good will
towards the Parliament, this body pass-
ed a resolution authorizing its executive
committeg to call a special session
should the inter-state conflict *threalen
to be solved in a more or less viplent
manner,”

This resolution will go far towards
strengthening the hands of the Norweg-
ians, but more interesting still is the fact,
also expressed in the preamble, that the
democracy of Sweden as a political
organization will bruok no policy
of adventure that may endanger its
demand for equal rights and privileges.

The idyllic peace which so long has
characterized internal affairs in Sweden
evidently is at the end. The masses of
the Swedish people, heretofore almost
untouched by political agitations, are
realizing their condition, and will soon
be'in a mood to formulate their desires
with telling effect and in a manner wbich
must command attention.




