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handsheand she so handsome and not having ainr nd at all wifelarialaridiI wished

thathe would marry don-
nell cdonnellMDonnell before I1 went away to
america which would ease my mind
about him for I1 felt the greatest pitylity
in the world for kind big donnellsdisappointment
ay myiy stepmotherraither was provoked at mytitsadLla laceface next day and callcalicalledcalledo meii e un-
grateful but when I1 cried bitterly shegot a little kinder and in the evening
abowelulelui edmeed me to go into ballymenaBallymena to see

gracie so towards sundown
whenN
maen the snow was getting red on the
bencesfences I1 wrapped my shawl about me
and sasetsei off for the town sobbing loudly
to easeeaso my ilalilhearteart all along the lonely
apall where there was no one to hear me
butdutchethe robbins the brown trees
against the dusky red sky the white
sweswellingailing lines of the fields the dark
chimneys of the town on before me
wereaa all blent in a dismal inazemaze whenjhb shouldS leap over the stile and stand
beside me but Grgradesacles great lover dodonI11
nella TT told him my eyeseyes wetweiwerere onlyon 1y
watering with coidcold and helie turned and
walked alongside arnerineof me for a whywiyway while
wee talked of graciegrade of course he was
very angry at her and said she was
playing fast and loose with him making
him the sport of the town and thehesouncoun-try I1 took gramesgrades part and so we
went on till we came to the last whitegate on the road and began to meet the
townspeople then I1 told him I1 was
going away and he looked so vexed

nearly cried again I1 feltfeitfelisoso glad
to seesea him sorry

well little bet said he we must give
you aL good dance over in yon big farm-
house of ours before you go and in themnitinilimeantime
ill see to your business donnell said

1I smiling neverever fear but ill dodb your
business to the last

then he shook my two hands till he
pearly squeezed them into a jelly and
left mame

when I1 went to miss dorans it was
past the work hour and the girls were
puttinggutting on their bonnets to go awaygrablegrabieraelecie was only sitting close to the cacan-
dle

ncandieputting the flowers onaon a ball dress
for one of the country ladlesladies
ing the nicest I1 had always the honor of
givingy thetl D finishing touches to the mostrinfaparticular workword shebhe looked very tired
itoh so handsome with her pale
cheek against the yellow light and her
dark headhead leaning overover a mass of whiteanaand rose tulle

Aabudbud here saidbaidshe and a spray there
andabid then I1 have done come
home with me and siesleepep that cross
stepmother ofyours wont see dougainyou againgain
tonightto night

dont talktaik that way graciegrade said I1but 1I gamedamecame intending to stay and the
work being finished we went home to
lieileher lodgings

A lovely bunch of flowers was
on hthenher table and she laughed anand
blushed and looked beautifulbeautieufu when she
saw it

who is that from gracie said 1Idonnell
wo indeed said she tossing her head

but I1 yasyagNwag sure that was a fib for she
looked as possible lying rest-
ing herself innerin her arm chair beside the
fire while I1 set out the tea things she
looking so glad and the shabby roomroo inlooking so snug and our little tea drinkinghing beibeabeingng so cozy I1 could not bear
to tell her the bad news now and began
to set about bounbonndonnellsellselis businessgracie said 1I 1I wish you would mar-
ry donnell soon

soon said she opening her eyes andlooking at me angrily ill never mar-
ry him I1

blitbutyokyau know gracie said 1I getting
hothob about it that you ought to marry
him he says that is I1 know you
haqqhav made him the laughing stock ofthe country andvery fine cried she and so he has
teenbeenjeen complaining to you has he
addiddid not say that said 1I but ohgracieae I1 know you likeilkelikeilke some one I1sasawamiy U gover a letter the otherday juatjet the way you are smiling now

I1 do said she laughing
ancland tossing her her head that does notproverove that it must be donnell

there is no one else as good said 1ieaeagerlyealy it could not be any one elseponron my word said she staring at meI1 think you had better go and marry
bimhim yourself

1 oh Grgracieacieacle said I1 stirstartingting up andsitting down again and beginning tor I wanted to tell you that I1 am going
it merica

ou may be sure we talked no more
it utdonnell that night

dannellnuell did not fail to keep his word
abdabo giving1 me a feast before I1 left thecountryy I1hexe invited three pipers fo
playplayandand half the countryside to dance

na I1 met amilieat he crossroads anand
walkedriiI1 c over to the farm together slidsh

bringing a troop of beaux with herfhenfibin
the town the farm is a dearolddear oldoid place
with orchardorchard trees growing up round
the house and it looked so homely thatfrosty night donnells mother met usat the door and unpinnedun enned our shawls
in her own room graderacieraele looked beau-
tiful ina new dress and bright ribbon
donnellsdonnelisDonnelPs mother stroked my hair with
her hand and stuck a bit of holly inthe front otherof her black frock she kept
inme with herafter gracie had gone down
stairs holding my handhand and she asked
me about going to america and the
place felt so safe and warm and she was
so kind and motherly whickwhichwhich I1 was little
accustomed to at home that my heartgot so sore I1 could scarcely bear itwe had a great tea drinking in the
parlor and then went out to the kitchenhitchen
and ththeeppipersiper s fell if work and Ggracieraeiecle
was amiable as possible to donnellburjustBut justininthethe middle of our dancing
theme doordoor latch of the back door was lift-
ed and squire hannan walked in in histotop bootst wanted to speak to you on businesscdonnellMDonnell he said but I1 will not dis-
turb you now

will you do mems the honor of joining
us sir said donnell and squire han-nan needed no second invitation hewas soon making his bow before gragraciecleeie
and donnell saw no more of her smiles
that night she danced with ohp squire
till it was time to go home and then
after she had set outou for the town escor-
ted by him and her other beaux don-
nells mother kissed me and donnell
drew my arm through his and walked
home with me across the snowy fields
to my stepmothers house he wasvas abu-singyingting gracie all the way and I1 was as
usual taking her part

he came to see me one day after andbrought me a basket of lovely winter
pearspear he leaned against the wall and
iwatchedvatc ed me making the butter ilehewas disgusted with graciegraefe he said she
was a flirt and he did not care a pin
about her only he would not be made a
fool of she had refused to let him
walk with her across the fields next
sunday to the consecration of the new
church and ifhe did not get some token
that she had changed her mind between
that and this he would never he swore
look her way again but go and marry
some one else for spite

oh no donnell 1I promise meyou wont do that for I1 was sure thatgracie liked him all the while
but I1 will said he smilingat least if

other people will have me
oh dont dont saldbald I1 but he wouldnot promise
its my mind said my stepmother

after he had gone that yon lads more
likeilke a lover of yours than hershera why
dont you catch him and then you
needent go to america

mother I1 cried and felt the roomining round with me till I1 caught
and held by the door

well well she said you look
so mad many a garld be glad of him

1I thought a great deal about how liehehad sworn that he would marry some
one else if he did not hear from graciegrade
beforebenore sunday im sure she likes himI1 thought she cannot help it shemust havehtave seen how mean even squire
hannan looked beside him the other
ninightahti and it would be a most dread-
fulfuiththingng if he was married to some one
else he did not care about and if she
went on to london with abroken heartto a west end milliner I1 thought
about it and thought about it therewas no use going to graciegrade for she
would only laugh and mock at me allat once a bright idea came inointo my
head

I1 was afraid to think of what I1 was
going to do butaut that night when my
stepmother hadbadhad gone to bed leaving me
to finish spinning some wool I1 got out
a sheet of paper and a little note of gra-
desclesdes which I1 had in my workboxwork box and
began to imitate gradesGracles handwritinghand writingI1 had not much trouble for we wrote
nearly alike and afterwards I1 composed
a little letter

dear mr BI Donnell it said I1 have
changed mygindmy mind and will be very glad
ifyou will join me on the road to the
consecration on sundayyours sincerely

GRACIE byrne
what harm can it do to send itthought 1I trembling all the while I1folded it upuplandand put it in an enveenvelopeenvelopslopslopp

directed to mr donnell cdonnellMDonnell
the buckey farm and it may do
such a great deal of good in the first
place it will prevent his marrying for
spite before sunday and then she will
be so glad to see him coming in spite ofher crossness that she will be quite
kind to him he is always so stinstiffnandfandandproudaoud when she treats him badlybadior thatI1 am suresuro it makes her worse shotwillshe will
never find pupubpul thathe got any letter
hot at least till illeythey are quite good

friendsfrie d marriedarrlesm berhperhapsaps and then
they will both thank me

so the next eievening about dudusk I1
slippedslip itteretterquietly into the town and postedmaettermy letterietter I1 was dreadfully afraid of
meeting donnell or graciegrade but I1 saw
no one I1 knew I1 dropped the note I1in
the letter box and rushed off towards
home again at full speed I1 ran nearly
all the way the snowy roads were
slippery in the evening frost and near
our house I1 fellfelt and hurt my foot A
neighbor found me leaning against the
stile and brought me home I1 was to
have sailed for america the very next
week but now I1 was laid up with a
sprained ankleJ and myJ departurer was
put off I1

on sunday evening a neighbor
woman who had been at the consecra-
tion cacameme in to tell us the news ththisIs
one had been there of course and that
one had been there for a wondergrauegrade byrne had been there in a fine
new bonnet the girl was going to the
mischief with dress and squire han-
nan had been there and given her the
flower out of hisbis buttonholebutton hole

and donnell mcdonnellMDUDonnell was with
her of course saidtaid I1 I1

ay deed you may swear itlt said
i

the
woman be a match before
long he walked home with her to the
town and her at him likeilke the
first of june

be married before I1 go away
saidsald I1 to myself and I1 leaned back
into my corner for the pain of my foot
sickened me

donnells mother brought me acustacustardrd and some apples the next day
donnells gone to the glens my dear

said she or he would hahal been ever this
mornin to see you he went before
we heard of your foot and he wont be
home for a week

he doin there asked my
stepmotherstep mother

he has land there you know said
donnells mother and liehe goes whiles to
settle his affairs with them that has
chargechargo of it I1 dont know rightly what
hes gone about now something has
went again him lately for hes not like
himself those few days back he said

about goin to be married
when he come home but if he I1is itsnot aether his heart foror I1 never sasaww a
bridegroom so glum on the head of itadt dear I1 thought it wasdaswas you hihee liked

so hefie does mrs 31DonnellcdonnellMDonnell said 1I
but not that way not for his wife

well well my dear said donnells
mother wipingping her eyes

everybody was coming to see me
now on account of my foot graciegrade
came the next day or so and surely I1was amasedatat the glory of her dress my
stepmotherstep mother who did not like her left
us alonealona together and Gragradesciescles news
camecamhoutout she was going to be married
on next tuesday
I1 know that said 1I
how do you know it said she
donnells mother told me
donnells mother nothing but don-

nell and donnellsDonnelVs mother from you
forever how should she know

oh gracie his own
why she burst in you dont imagine

that hes the man why its squire
hannan only think bet of yourgracie being the squires lady

I1 was quite confounded oh ohobgracie I1 stammered
well said she sulking arearc you not

glad
oh yes I1 said very on yyouryounouroun account

but what will become of donnell
donnell again now listen to me

bet I1 know when a man likes me
and when ho like me just as
well as any other girl and lveive seen
this many a day that donnell
care a pin about me not he heonly wanted me to marry him that thepeople might not say I1 jilted him I1told him that the other day when he
asked me to have him noro matter
what I1 want you for said he I1 want
you thank you saidi and thenwhat had he thetho impudence to say ifI1changed my mindraind coremorebefore sunday I1 was
to send him word that he might come
to the consecration with me then he
would set off for the glens on monday
and settle some business there and be
home for our wedding in a weekI1 screamed out seeing what I1 had
done

the poor foot cried gracie thinkingI1 was in pain Is it bad I1 I1

never mind it said I1 and what didyou say
I1 said gracie went on that whatever

morning begothe got up and saw black snow
on thetho ground that day he might look
for a message from me and yet had
the meanness to walk with me on sun-
day after all and the best fun of it
is tthathat they say hes gone to the glens

oh oh said I1 beginning to groanroan
again and pretending it was all my
foot after that gradegracie talked about

herselfherself and squire hannan until she
went away and sosomehowlehow I1 never had
felt as little 6sorroworro to part with her
bebeforeforEt she sseemed not to be my owngraciegrade any longer

and now I1 was nearly out of mynay
senses thinking what mischief might
come of my meddling I1 waswits sure that
donnell and squire hannanhahnan would
fight and kill one another and allthrough me I1 thought I1 would give
all I1 had in the world to see donnell
before any one else had told him thenews and confess to him what I1 had
done on tuesday about middaymid day acountryman from the glens came into light hihiss pipe and heihe said he hadpassed odonnellUDonnell of buckey farm on
the way

anwalwai1 think things emustmust be goin
badly with him said liehe for he colnhasas a
look on his face as black as the potato
blight

somebody has told him maybe saidI1 to myself and I1 put on my shawl
and borrowingdorrowborrow ln a stick from an old
neighbor I1 bbobbledhobbled0ailed off secretly up the
road towards the glens I1 soon got
tired and dreadfully cold as I1 could not
walk fast and I1 sat down on a bit ofan
old grey bridgebradge to watch for donnell
coming past at last he come thunder-
ingI1ng along and although it was getting
dusk I1 could see that heho had his head
down and looked dreadfully dark and
unhappy

donnell said 1I calling out to him
chos that he said why its nevennever

little bet
but indeed it is said I1 oh donnell

did you hear I1 came to tell you gracie
was married this morning to squire
hannan

whew hohe gave a long whistle thejilt said hebe and he snapped his fingers
but his whole face brightenedbrighte hiedfied up

ashes not so much a jilt as you think
donnell said 1I for oh0 how can I1 ever
tell you ittiti was I1 who wrote you the
note you got last week and she has
nothnothingiounoug to do with it YI1 did it for the
best I1 did indeed for I1 thought thatgraciegrade liked you I1 did indeed and oh
donnell sure you wont go and 1kill11

squire hannan
wont 1I said he looking awfully

savage I1 cutbuti a great blackthorn this
bornong in the glens for no other pur-
pose than to beat out his brainsI1 gave a great scream and dropping
my stick fell along with it but donnell
pickedpicked me up and set me safe on his
horselorse behind himlimhim

now said he ill tell you whalwhat it is
little bet illIII make a bargain
marry me and I1 wont touch squire
hannan

I1 marry you cried I1 after aftergradeoracle indeed I1 will not donnell

ive behaved badly said he but imvery sorry its long since I1 likedliked you
better than graciegrade but the devil of
pridepride was in me and the people were
ssayingayin she would jilt me when I1 got
your bit of a note I1 felt as ifI1 was going
to be hung god bless squire Haihalhalinanhannaninan
now will you marry me little betno said I1 and wilhwith that he
wwhippedhipped up his horse and dashed off
with me at the speed of a huntstop stop cried 1I where are you
taking me to youve passed the turn
of our road

but I1 might as well shout to the windon we dashed uphillup hill and down hillbill
through fields and through bogs with
the hedges running along by our side
and the moon whizzing past us among
the bare branches of the trees ilehenever drew rein until the horse stoppedat the dear buckey farm house door
when he carried me straight into thebrightbri lit warm kitchen where his mother
hahadinthethe tea set outgut and the cakes smok-ing ready for his return

talk her into reason said liehe putting
me into his mothers arms I1 want
her to marry me and she says shesho
wont
I1 did mmy best to keep sulky for a

proper length of time but it waswag the
hardest thing I1 ever friedtried to do and
they both so kindrind and the place so
bright and cosy anand I1 being so happy
on the sly all the timet so the end ofit was that I1 did not go to america and
that I1 agursam mrsurs MDonnaMDonnellll ofthebuckey
farm but I1 never tried match-
making again T Dickens1 all the year
roundbound

how A HOG SWEATS not like a
horse or a man but through his foreforgforelegslegslegg
there is a spot on each leg justy below
the knee in the form ofda sieve through
this the sweat passes off and it isnecessary that this is kept open if itgets closed I1 as is sometimes the case
the hog will get sick he will appear
stistifffrandand cramped anhandand unless he gets
relief it will go hard with him to cure
himhimshima implysimply open the pores this isdone by rubbing the spot with a corn-
cob anandd washwashing1 g wiwithth warm water


