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body would'think of giving that epithet-
His whole life since 1847, when
. he attained prominence befure the
public as an oppunent of a scheme
which he later carried through
with most brilliant success — the
unification of the German empire
—proves him to be one of the most
remarkable men of this or any other
century. As regards long and un-
broken terms of office Bismarck sur-
passes all other statesmen of modern
times, & fact which is all the more
remarkable, because at one period he
brought his ecountry to the verge of
revoiution by highhanded contempt for
public opinion and disregard for the
enactments of the Diet, A man who
could tell the representatives of his
country that the government intended
to do without their aid, if they
refused to eapciion bhis measures
for creating and maintaining an
army, and yet remain the leading
spirit of the country for nearly nalf a
century, is no fool, whatever else he
may be,

Tne celebration of the anniversary
of Bismarck’s birthday yesterday,
April 1st, waa the oceasion of great re-
joicing at Friedricherube, The aged
statesman received special marks of
honor from the emperor, and 38 his
health seems to have improved re-
markably since the reconeiliation
with his royal master took piace, there
is every progpect that in bis retirement
he will yet be able to enjoy for several
years such attentions and tokens of
respect and honor as a nation and an
emperor are willing to bestow upon
him.

A RIPE FOUR SCORE,

The NEwS, speaking for the paople
of Utab, and for the Latter-day Saints
in all the world, congratulates Presi.
dent Liorenzo Snow on attaining this
day, April 8, 1894, the age of eighty
yearse. Noman living has been more
clorely identified than he with the

work established in these last daye for
the redemption of man, and none has
rendered greater service than this zeal-
ous missionary, and refined, ac-
complished gentleman, Intimate-
ly acquainted with the Prophet
Joseph in his life-time, and
a4  participant In the stirring
episoues of Cnurch history since the
very-beginning, President Bnow’s life
is invested with almost the charm of
romance—better still, it can be quoted
ag the lile of & righteous man, He has
traveled iu many lands, and has lifted
up his voice among sirange peoples as
a mesgenger of salvation; and now in
the evenlug of his uays, #till busy and
earpest in the great cause to which he
has given his earlier years, he is con-
tinuing within the sacred precincts of
the Temple the glorious labors to which
he and his associates have consecrated
themselvee—Ilavore of such profound
jmportance to Lhis sin and death-
afflicted world, We leel sure there
will be no dissent to the hearty wish
that President BSnow?s health and
strengith may be maintuloed and nis
life prolonged in peace and happiness
until in his own heart he can say, it ls
enough.

The work in the Salt Lake Temple
closed on Friduy eveniog, March 30th,

to be resumed after Conference, An-
ticipatory of the birthday snniversary
of President Bnow, the officers and
workers in the House of the Lord re-
solved to appropristely express their
regard and affection for him, lmme-
diately after the termination of the
labore of the day, ou the date above
named, & mesting was held and a mes-
sage gent to Brother Bnow to the effect
that a number of his friends had as-
sembled and greatly desired his pres-
ence. He soon made his appearance
and Bishop John R. Winder delivered
the following address:

President Lorenzo Snow:

Your co-laborers—the officers and
workers in the Salt Lake Temple—are
about to separate for a few days.
Before doing so they desire to present

on with a token of their esteem and
ove. They have selected me to make
the presentation to you of this cane,
in the hope that you will favor them
by acoepting of it as a memento of the
eightieth anniversary of your birthday,
which ocours on April 3rd, 1804. I as-
sure you that the donors appreciate your
many virtues and hope that you may
live long to labor in the front rank of the
anointed ot the Lord for the establish-
ment and extension of the righteousness
of His Kingdom.

The caue i8 the hand-omest that
could be obtalued in Salt Liake City.
The staft is ebouy and the handle,
which is massive and of beautiiul de-
sign, 18 golu, On its top is an oval
burpished plate, on which is this in-
acription: ‘‘Lorenzo Boow, President
Balt Lake Temple, A pril 8rd, 1894,?’
and on front of the haudle the follow-
ing: “Presented by Officers and
Workers,Balt Lake Temple, on his 80th
Birthday.”’

Elder Snow made an appropriate re-
sponsive address, during tne delivery
of which heshowed that he was deeply
moved by the exhibiiion of good feel-
ing of his co-workers in the Temple
toward him, and he assured them that
these estimable sentiments were re-
ciprocated toward his brethren ana
slsters associated with bim in the
houge of the Lord.

THE FARMERS’ WORST FOE,

No better evidence could be given of
the serious importance of the Russian
thistle as an agricaltural scourge. than

the attempt that bas been made, by
bills introduced in Congress, to luvoke
the arm of the national government
against the imported pest. Various
kinds of thistles, Canadian and others,
have flourished in times past without
exciting congressional oratory; and
even the ever-present and persistent
sunflower has not been dignified with
80 much notice, Indeed, as =a
general thing weeds of all Kinds
have been deemed a subject
for individual study, toil and
wariare, not one which should be
manipulated and contested with funds
from the government treasury. The
gravity of danger that is threatened
from this new foe will therefore beap-
preciated when it is remembered Lhat
propositions have bLeen made in all
seriousness that the work of battling
with, resisting and eradicating the
invader be done under the govern-
ment supervisgion and at government
expense,

We believe the Russian thistle has

not yet been able to cross the Rocky
Mountaing, though it has already
reached their eastern baseand has been
deteoted near Denver. It is only with-
in the last three years that the weed
has been heard of to any extent in the
United BStates, the firet complaints
baving been received by the depart-
ment of agriculture at Washington in
the fallof 1891. The dry season of 1898
gave it unusual development, and
farmers became thoroughly alarmed at
the situation. It made its appearance
in the wheat-raislng region of the
northwest a few years ago, and its
worst ravages are still confined to those
gections; but as the damage already
done by it is estimated at several
millions of dollars, and as the thistle is
rapidly spreading over new territory
and being more destructive in the
region already infested, the subject
cannot be without interest to agricul-
turists of our hitherto exem pt region,
For a great deal of valuable infor-
mation concerning the habits and the
proposed remedies for the thistle, we
are indebted to a late report prepared
by the division of botany of the depart-
ment of agriculture, and submitted by
the assistant secretary to the House of
Representatives committee on agri-
culture. The plant is an annual one,
easily killed at any time during the
growing season. It produces no geed
before the middle of August or first of
Beptember, and the seed is short-lived,
It wouid therefore seem to offer ex-
ceptionally good opportunity for being
checked or even exterminated, Per-
mitted to scatter its seed, however, it
spreads with extraordinary rapidity,
far exceeding, in this respect, any
weed known in Ameriea. A single
plant of average gize, of two to three
feet in diameter and weighing two to
four pounds when dry, bears about 20,-
000 to 80,000 seeds. Plants have been
found six feet in diameter and
estimated to bear 200,000 seeds,
The report maintains that the most ac-
tive mode of distribution of the Rus-
sian thistle and the one furnished by
nature, isthe wind, and flax seed con-
tinues to be, in the absence of good
fanning mills, the chief artificial agent
of distribution. Railroads form athird
and most important means of trans-
portation for tne seeus over long dis-
tances. There is vood evidence that
the railroads bave carried them in the
bedding of stock cars, These cars are

\8eat to the stock yards at Indianapolis,
Chicago and Bioux City and unloaded,

but they are geldom cleaned until they
are again #enlt out and have reached
their aestination to be reloaded,

The naming of these rallway cen=
ters for cattle shipment immeydiate-
ly suggests inquiry as to tne gec-
tions ol couulry most grievously
affected, and the report on this part
of the esubject is significant asit is
alarming. At the presenttime ajl the
counties of SBouth Dakota east of the
Missouri river and twenty c.untries of
North Dakote, are infested with the
weed, and the plants have c¢rossed to
the west side of the Missouri river in at
least four places in those states, Two
counties in weslern Minnegota, three
in northwestern Iowa and four in
northeastern Nebraska are thoroughly
impregnated with the weed. Alto-
gether this makes one almost conting-
ous area of about 40,000 square miles
which has become more or less govered
with the Russian thistle in a compara-



