
THE
gangam hlahis attemptaftem pt at leadership
in shame it ended in disgrace in hishie
own violent death and in the disband
mentmeat of his followers I1 had the
privilege of baptisingbaptizingbap some of them
uponv n my first mission in iowa whaterjamesof james Emmet who led a small com-
panyPany of peoplekeople from nauvoo to the
cesiwest he soon discovered he was
without powerspower returned to nauvoo
in humility confessed his error and
begged that some one be appointed by
the apostles to go and bring back hishie
followersfollowerip what of lyman wrightW right
and his followersfollowerej who went to texa
he too failed and hisbis career ended
in oblivion you hearbear nothing of the
success of those who left the body of
the church as presided over by the
twelve ApoapostlesapostelsteF in marked con-
trast to these failures behold the su-
eisees of those who followed the apos-
tlesbofof the lord jesus christ who in
the absence of the fifirstrat oy are
oat quorum upon whom devolves the
authority to preside over the church
and who moreomoreoververj possess the right
by virtue of the power given to them

being equal in authority to the first
presidency to regulate the affaffairslairs of
the church in all the world and in
the exercise of that right to regulate
anall the affairs of the church Is it
not evident that they have the power
to take the steps necessary to organize
thithe first Fres idem y of the church
aaa ahby have done notdot only once
but repeatrepeatedlyedY

in the year 1860 sixteen years after
the death bf the prophet there was
a claim made in behalf of the eldest
sonen of the prophet joseph smith he
claimed the right to succeed to the
presidency held by his father he
owedbased his claims upon the right of
lineage claiming that he had the right
by reason of hisbis being the eldest son of
the prophet joseph to succeed to the
presidency of the church A number
of people are said to have been aware
that his father called ordained and
anointed him to this position previous
to hisbis martyrdom in evidence of this
Liymanainan wight is quoted william
clayton tois represented asas having told
charles derry a traveling companion
of hisbig in england that he knew it
was little josephs right to lead the
church jigIs it not strange that wm
claytonCt ayton after such a statement ashas bee is
reportedportedle to have made gave up to the
time of his death a falthfaithfulful allegiance
to the church of jesus christ as led by
the twelve Apostapostlesleti if he knew
thatteat joseph was the successor to hhisto
father is it not Warmarvelous that be
being a manmail of character did not come
out and boldly advocate his claims

tucylucy smith mother of the prophet
to18 reported to have maidby the advo-
cates of the josephite faction that
young joseph would yet lead the
chub go80 far as lucy smith iscon
corned I1 believe that she has been
thiemisrepresentedrepresented absolutely misrepre-
sented for only yesterday I1 was
going through one of the journals of
the late president john taylor in
which areara recorded several commacommunica-
tions

nica
from sibber lucy smith in

which she urges the right of wm B
smith the only remaining brother of
the prophet to the presidency herher
pleadings and her efforts after the
death of her sons joseph and hyrum
were all made in support of the claims
W william he too laid claim to the

right of the presidency of the church
and when I1 visited him but a few years
ago and had a conversation with him
upon the subject I1 discovered that hebe
thought himself harshly dealt with by
the apostles at nauvoo and by presi-
dent young in particular jaehe based
his claim to the presidency by virtue
of his being the brother to the prophet
joseph and would you believe it he
too bad scripture to quote in support
of hisbis claim he called attention to
that passage in the acts of the apos-
tles where upon some questionfuestion arising
through the teaching 02of paul at anti
oab the elders andeand the apostles were
called together at jerusalemJesusalem to con-
sider the mutter after peter had
given his testimony after paul aud
barnabas bad spoken then james the
brother of the lord ar se and said
my sentence isin that we trouble not

them which from among the gentiles
are turned to god etc from this
william concluded that james gave
the decision of the council and if he
gave the decision of the council then
he must have been the president of
the council and if the president of the
council then the president of the
church if james the brother of the
Lord succeeded the Lord then william
claims that he should have succeeded
hisbis brother this whole theory of the
brother of the lord succeeding to the
presidency tois made in the face of
the plainI1ain declaration of the son60of godd to the apostle peter
1 I give unto you the keys of the king-
dom and whatsoever you shall bind
onearthon earth shall be bound in heaven
and whatsoever you shall loose on
earth shall be loosed in heaven

sidneybidney rigdon wanted to be ap-
pointed guardian of the church
though nothing of the appointment of
Yyoungou ng josephwwasas eveverer mooted I1itt lapassispass
ing strange that something about the
appointment and the anointing fram
hisbis father had not been learned at that
winetime it would have been a most ex-
cellent opportunity for sidney rigdon
to claim the right to be appointed
9guardiancardian of the church during the
minority of young joseph but he
wanted to build it up to the deceased
Proprophet not hillbis son it appears that
the rights of young joseph to the suc-
cession of the presidency of the
church were not talked of at that
time

there is an order of priesthood I1
might say two orders of priesthood in
which lineage tois recognized this is
in the t falceeffice of patriarch to the church
I1 read from the doctrine and coven-
ants sec

it is the duty of the twelve in all
large branches of the church to ordain
evangelical ministers patriarchspatriarch as
ttheyhey shall be designated unto them by
revelation the of this priest-
hood was con firmed to be handed
down from father to son and
rightly belongs to the literal descend-
ants of the chosen seed to whom the
promises were made this order was
instituted in the days of adamadair and
came down by lineage in the follow-
ing manner

the revelation then traces the line
age from adam to sethbeth enosenoe etc
doedoc cov seesec this is one

of the passages quoted by the joseph-
ite faction to demonstrate the idea that
young joseph had a claim by right of
lineage to the presidency of the

church yet you see itA does not have
any allusion whatever to the presidency
of the church but to the office of
patriarch

the second case where lineage is re
zed in the priesthood is in the

bishopric the literal of
aaron among the first born of hishig
sonssonshave a right by virtue of their
lineage to that positionposit iop if at any time
they can prove their lineageliceage or do as
certain it by revelation from the lordbut even in that case they must be
designated by the presidency of the
Melchi sedek priesthood and found
worthy and must be ordained either by
them or by their direction otherwiseOther
they are not legally authorized to offi-
ciate in that calling doedoc cov
sec 68

there is another passage by the
josephitejoseph ite faction in support of young
Jojosephssephis claim but it is not applied
correctly I1 first read the passage asan
quoted arm a pamphlet the josephitesJoseph itea
published on the successor

therefore thus saith the lord unto
you ljosephjoseph the martyr with whom
the priesthood bath continued through
the lineage of your fatherfa for ye are
lawful heirs according to the flesh and
have been hid from the world with
christ in god therefore your life and
the priesthood hathbath remained and
must needs remain through you and
your lineage until the restoration of
all things spoken by the mouths of all
the holy prophets since the world
began

youX 0 will observe that this quotation
the way they give it is made to apply
to the prophet joseph only but the
revelation is addressed not only to
joseph smith but to several of the
servants of god I1 read the first
verseverele

verily thus saith the lord unto
you my servants concerning the par-
able of the wheat and the taresTthenA hen we come to the passage they
quote

therefore thus saith the lord unto
you with whom the priesthood hathbath
continued through the lineage of your
fathers for ye are lawful hheirs ac-
cording to the flesh and have been
hidbid from the world with christ in
god therefore your life and the priest-
hood hathbath remained through you and
your lineage until the restoration of all
things spoken by the mouths of ail
the holy prophets since the world
began

that applies to the elders of israel
to whom the revelationrevel atlon is addressed
and there is not so much as a crevice
left through which the descendantsdescendant bof
joseph smith may crawl to claim wayaey
aspecialcial right above the other eldersnowwho were addressed on that occasion
it would be all nonsense that would
prove too for those who so con-
strue iti for if it tois to be construed their
way if the right of presidency
the church is by lineage and goes to
the eldest son by right of succession
howbow comes it that the same law did
not operate the other side of joseph
smith as well as this side of him
that is taking it for granted for argu-
ments sake that the priesthood bad
continued through the lineage of the
smith family and they were lawful
heirs according to the flesh and fur
ther granting for the makeake of the argu-
ment that the right of proddingpresiding over


