gan? Hlgattempt nt leadership ended
in ehame; it ended in dlsgrace—in hiw
own violent death and in the disband-
ment of his followers. 1 had the
privilege of baptising some of them,
upon my first mission, in [owa, What
of James Emmet,who led a small com-
pany of jeople from Nauvoo to the
West? He scon dlscovered he was
Wwithout power, returned to Nauvoo
in bhunility, confessed his error, and
begged thiat eome one Le appouinted by
the Apostles to go and bring back hie
followers, What of Lyman Wright
and his followere, who went to Texa-?
He, too, failed. and his career ended
In oblivion. You bear rothing of the
sugcess of those who left the body of
the Church, as presided over by the
Twelve Apostles. [n murked con-
trast to these fnilures, behold the suc-
cess of those who followed the Apos-
tles of the Lord Jesus Chrisl; who, in
the shsence of the First Presidergy are
that quorum uped Whom devolves the
autkority to preside over the Church;
and who, morévver, possess the right,
by virtue of the pnwer given tothem
—hbeing equui in authority to the First
Presidency—to regulate the affairs of
the Church 1o all the world, and in
the exercise of that -right to regulate
al]l the aftairs of the Church. [s it
not evideut thatthey have the pewer
to take the steps bDecessary to organize
the FiIrst Presidendy of the Church,
88 they have done, not only once,
but repeated!y?

In the yenr 1800—sixteen years after
the deanth of the Prophet—there was
& ¢laim made In behalf.of the eldest
son of the Prophet Joseph Smith. “He
claimed the right to succeed to the

resiJency held by his father. He
I;maed hie claims upon the right of
Iineage, ciaiming that he had the right
by remson of his being the eldest son ot
the Prophet Joseph to succeed to the
presidency of the Church. A number
of people are said fo have heen aware
that his father called, ordained and
anointesl bim to this position previous
to bis martyrdom. Inevidence of tbis
Lyman Wight is quoted. William
Crnyton is represented a8 having teld
Charles Derry, & traveling companion
of his in Engiand, that he kpew 1t
wasg little Joseph’s right to lead the

hurch. [s it Dot strange that Wm.
Clayton, after such a statement ashe is
reported to have made, gave up to the
tlme of his Jeath a faithfal alleriance
to the Church of Jesus Christ as lud by
the Twelve Apostles? If he knew
that Joseph was the successor to his
father, {s it not marvelous that he,

eing 8 man of cbaracter, did not come
out and boldly advocate his clnime?

Lugy 8mith, mother of the Prophet,
i& reported to have :aid—by the advo-
cales of the Josephite faction—that
Young Joseph would yet lead the
Chu¥ch. 8o far as Lucy Bmith ircon-
cerned, I belleve that she hns been
mlerepresented—absolutely misrepre-
rented. For only yesterday I was
golng through one of the Journals of
the iate President Jobn Taylor, in
‘Which are recorded se veral communica-
tiens from Bister Lucy Bmith, in
which she urges the right of Wm. B.
Bmith, the ¢nly remaining brother of
the Prophet, to the Presidemcy. Her
pleadings anda her. efforts, after the
desath of her sons, Joseph and Hyrum,
were g}l made in support of the glaims
of Willinm. ‘He, too, laid claim to the
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tigbt of the Pregidenoy of the Cburch;
and when [ visited him but a few yeunrs
ago, nnd had a conversation with him
upon the subject, I discovered that he
thought bim:elf harahly dealt with b,

the A postles at Nauvoo, and by Presi-
dent Young in * particular. He based
bis olaim to the Presidency by virlue
of his being the brother to the Prophet
Joseph; and, would you believe it, he,
too, had Scrl‘?ture to quote in support
of his claim? He called attention to
that passage in the Aocts of the A pos-
tles where, upon some question arisin

through the teaching o? Paul at Anti.
och, the Eiders ands the Apostles were
called together at Jesusalem to con-
sider the mutter. After Peter had
given his testimony, after Paul and
Barnasbas bad spolien, then James, the
brother of the Lord, ar se and said:
DMy sentence s that we trouble not
tbem which from among the Gentiles
are turned to God,"’ ete. From this
Willism concluded that James rave
the decislon of the counell, and it he
gave the decision of the council, then
be must have been the president of
the council, and if the president of the
council, then the Presldent of the
Church. If James, the brother of the
Lord,succeeded the Liord,then William
claims that he should have succeeded
his brother. This whole theory of the
brother of the Lord succeeding to the

preeldency is made in the face of
the plain declaration of the Son
of d to the Apostle Peter—

*[ give unto you the keysof the King-
dom, and whutsoever you shall bind
on earth shall be bound in henven,
and whatsoever you shall lovse on
earih, shall be loosed in heaven.??

Bidpney Rigdon wanted to be mp-
pointed guardian of the Chureh,
theugh uothing of the appointment of
youngJosephwas ever mooted.[t lapaes-
ing strange that something about the
appointment and the anoluting frcm
his father had not been learped at that
time; It would have besn n most ex.
cellent opporiunity for Sidoey Rigdon
to claim the right to be appointed
guardian of the Church during the
minority of youmg Joseph; but he
wanted to build it up to the deceaged
Propb«t, not his son. Il appears that
the rights of young Joseph to the suc-
cession of the Presidency of the
Church were not talked of at that
time,

There is an order of Priesthood, I
might say two orders of Priesthood, in
which llneage is recognized. This e
in the « ffice of Patriarch tothe Churoch.
I rend from the Doctrine and Coven-
ants, Bec, 107:

It is the duty of the Twelve, in al}
Jarge branchesof the Charch, to ordain
evangélical ministers [Patrinrche] as
they shall be eslgnuted unto them by
revelation. The onler of tbis Priest-
hood was conflrmed to be handed
down from father to son, and
rightly belongs to the liters] descend-
ants of the chosen secd, to whom lhe
promises were made. This order was
instituted In the days of Adam, and
came down hy linecage in the follow-
ing maoner:

The revelation then traces the llne-
age from Adam to Beth, Enos, etc.
{Doc. & Cov. Bec. 107). This is one
of the passages quoted by the Joseph-
ite faction to demonstrate the idea that
young Joseph had a claim by right of
lineage to the presldency of the
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Church. Yet you see: it does not have
any allusion whatever to the presidency
of the "Church, but to the office of
Patriarch.

The second case where lineags is res
cogn'zed in the Priesthood isin the
Bishopric. The literal descendantsof
Anron—among the {first-born of his
sons—have a right by virtue of their
llneage to that positiop, if at nny time
they can prove their liceage, or do as-
certain it by revelation from the Lord.
But even in tibat case they must be
designated by the presidency of the
Melchisedvk Priesthood, snd found
worthy and musf be ordained either by
them or by their direction. Otherwise
they are not legally suthorized to offi-
clate in that calling. (Doc. & Cor.
See. 68.)

There 18 ancther pasenge by the
Jotephite faction in support of youny
Joseph’s claim, but it is not applied
correct’y. I first read the passage as
quoted frcm s pamphlet the Josephites
published on “The Buccessor.!’

“There’ore, thus saith the Lord unto
you [Joseph the martyr] with whom
the Priesthood hath continued through
the linenge ¢t your fathers, for ye are
Inwful helrs according to the flesh, and
bave been hld trom the world with
Christ in God; therefore, your life and
the Pricsthood hath remained, and
must needs remain, through you and
your lizeage, until the restoration of
ail thinge spoken by the mouthe of all
the holy prophets since the world
began.??

vu will observe that this quotation,.
the way they give it, ts made to apply
to the Prophet Joseph only; but the
revelation [s addressed not only to
Joseph Bmith, but t» severa! of the
servants of 6od. I read the first
Veree:

*“Verily, thus saith the Lord unto
Fou my servanta, concerning the par-
able of the wheut and the tares.*?

Then we come to, the passage they
quote: |

“*Therefore, thus saith- the Lord unto
you, with whom the Prieathood hath
coutinued through the lineage of your
fathers. For ye are lawful heirs nc-
cording to the flesh, and have been
bid from the world with Chrlst in
God; therefore your life and the Priest-
bood hath remained through you and
your lineage, unt!l the restoration of al}
things ppoken by the mouths of =&jl
the holy prophete elnce the world
began.*?

That applies to the Elders of Israel
to whom the revelation I8 addressed,
and there g not B0 much &s & crevice
left through which the descendants fof
Joseph SBmith may eraw) to claim any
specin] right above the other Elders
who were addressed on that oceaslon.
It would be all nonrense; that would
prove toe much for those who 50 ¢on-
strue il} for If it js to be construed their
way—if the right of Presidency tver
the Church is by lineage, and goes to
the eldest son hy right of succession—
bow comes it that the same law did
pot operate the other side of Joseph
Bmith as well as this side of him?
That is, taking It for granted (for argu-
ment’s sake) that the Priesthood bhad
continued thromgh tbe lineage of the
Smith family and they were lawful
heire according to the Hesh; and fur.
ther granting—for the eske of the argu-
men:—that the right of presiding over




