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A SAD FATALITY

utah may 15 1894

A gloom of sadnessmadness hasbaa pervaded
veryevery home in our fair city for the past

three days owing to the death by
drowningcrowning of two beautiful children of

prominent families in our midst
on saturday the mrs virgin

holbrooke made a visit to her sister inic
law mrs joseph E raybay taking with
her her little daughter florence she
there met her sistar ella the wife olof
mr dudley reese duringdaring the visit
weir three children evelin reesebeese
aged 7 years florence raybay holbrooke
born sept 1889 and john A
raybay born jan 21 1890 asked permis-
sion to go and gather wild posies but
were strictly forbidden by their pare ants

and were told of the dangers from
andl ans in the neighborhood and the
high waters in the raging creek not

anding these cautiouscautions the child-
ish passion for flowers impelled them
edw ard in the search just one block
east from mr raysbays residencerealdence is chalk
creek and across it is a trailfrail foot bridge
to accommaaccommodatedate residents upon ttethe
other side this bridge is fifty four
feet long made of a few props and
stringersringerset and upon these is laid a sin
gle inch board from twelve to fourteen
inches wide with a rickety crooked
rail for grown people three feet high

this death traprap the little ones as-
sayed to cross and evelin reesebeese got
safely over florence dared not venture
but johnnie raybay the man of the
party crossed over a time or twowo to
assure little flossie that there was no
danger then taking her by the hand
he backed along the narrow board
leading his timid cousin to the center
off the stream where the rushing
whirl of the muddy waters unstrung
thehe nerve of one or both and they fell

four feet into the deep water together
evelin saw her cousins go to their
death and tremblingly recrossed the
dangerous bridge and hastened to in-
form theibe assembled mothers of what
had happened two other little ones
a lockblockba below reported seeing a little
white handband sticking out otof the water

soon a hundred people gathered to
search the onrushing waters for the
childrencbildren amongst them the disi
mothers and it would be a heart olof
stone that would not be moved inID
sympathetic grief when willie hatton
and lafe huntsman brought to the
areekreek banks a hall a mile below where

theyhey had tallenrallen ioID the bruised ana
broken idols of their homes
strong mens eyes filled with
tears as they saw and heard
this sudden grief mrs holbrook
who is a delicate woman could scarce-
ly look upon the jewel that twenty
minutes before had glistened with life
and love whilst mrs ray worked lorjor
an hour in the creamery in seeming
oblivion of all the world around her

i with a desperation born only in a
mothersmothera hopeful beart until exhausted
nature fell limp and avelessli eless to the
ground

it was 4 ck pD in and bith

children must have been instantly
killed by the mad waters beating them
upon the rooksrocks of the precipitous
creek glossiesFlosFloss siesios father mr orsonoreon
holbrook was at his farm seven miles
from home whilst johnniesJohnnieys father
was in salt lake city and by a mis-
carriage of the telegram only got the
sad news at 10 a m sunday with
three relays of horses hebe reached home
from juab forty eight miles in four
hours and a half these times of sor-
row teach one lesson that every clean
heart in sympathy proves all tilethe
world a kin PY

the two children were known to
everybody in our city flossie was the
charm of the home amid the
grownupgrown up brothers and sisters with
singular intelligence whilst Johnnie
raybay was known to everybody who
traversed our streets soas the miniature
athlete the precocious idol of his
father they were the babes of numer-
ousous familfamiliesfamililepep the culminating fruition
of ripened love when yellow sheaves
are gathered in there is a robustness in
sorrow but when the stern reaper
ruthlessly thrusts hisbis sickle into un

vines there is a tenderness in
grief that levels all hearts as molten
goldold and bytheby the crucial test of ti orrow
we learn that the dark beyond 9 is but
the figment of a godless mind and
under the influence of thehe gospel the
opaque veil becomes a thin transparen-
cy through which we hold communion
with our loved oneeontsandand weld the linksjinks
of fatherhood that leads back to the
eternal one

the funeral services were held at 10
today and were conducted by

bishop T CU callister elder F M
lyman of the quorum of the twelve
apostles made a hasty drive of 25
wilesrelies from scipio to be present and
arrived to find the meeting bouse
filled to its standing capacity it was
a touching sighteight to see six little boys
bearing wetoe corple of johnnie raybay
followed by six little girls dressed in
white bearing gently into the housebouse the
remains of lovely little flossie thepure
white caskets were placed sideaide by side
the choir to plaintive music sang the
hymn on page theibe opening prayer
was offered by elder george crane
the choir sang bestbeat of the weary alp

then elder lyman addressed the
large and attentive congregation com-
mencing with the words but jesus
said sufferbuffer little children to come
unto me and forbid them not for otof
such is the kingdom of heavenbeaven he
then told howbow twenty five years ago
hisbis eldest son fell into this same river
of rapid muddy water but his life was
saved by the rescuing handband of horace
owens for an hour he fed hunger-
ing sorrow with the bread of life and
the logic of death lilting the pall that
hungbung over our town and hope
and consolation to all he Wwa fol-
lowed aireebriefly by elder john green-
wood

n
the cacir sang 1I am waltinawaiting

by the river P and benediction was
offered by patriarch joseph D smith
then the great audience filed past the
silent little ones who lay like sculp-
tured innocence their bruises looked
like the vandal touch upon unalunai krecl
abed beauty A large cortege followed

to the grave yard among whom waswaa
elder lymal who has been the corncom

of this sad day A BIRD

IN OKLAHOMA

elder J A stephens writes from
marshall oklahoma territory under
date of may 16 as follow

the elders of oklahoma are well
and having good success and are corncom

to reap the reward of their
labord many are being baptized and
enjoying the blessings of god

sunday may at marshall
elder A N wallace baptized torance
burna an old man 75 years of0 agesage
who seemed very faithful and has beenlonging to see the weather open up sogo
that he could arise from his sick bed
and go down into the water andancl be-
come a recipient of the gospel itwas a beautiful warm day and many
were there to witness the scene afterhisbis baptism we entered into his humbum
ble home and I1 confirmed him a mem
ber of the church

there being a large congregation
gathered together we held a meeting
and elder A N wallace addressedthe the firstbrat princi-
ples of the gospelgoepel and warned therathem ofthe restoration of the same

we met biti the saints on sunday
and anticipated in the exercises insunday school

this little branch is making good
progress and enjoying the blessings ofgod elders davis and levi holt areenergetic workers for the progress of
the marshall branch we will leave
for stillwater fifty miles east of here
in the morning to open up a new field
of labor where we expect to be
crowned with success

this leaves the elders and saints ingood health and enjoying the bless-
ings of god J A STEPHENSHEya

STAKE conferences
BANNOCK

the quarterly conference of ththebannock stake of waswag heldbeld sun-
day and monday may IS13 and 14 in
the music hall rexburgRex burg there were
on tilethe standeland elders heber J grant
and abraham H cannon of the coun-
cil of the Apoapostlessties the stake presi-dency and patriarchs and mostmoat of thebishops

conference called to order by
dent T E rickskicks sunday 10 am hebereported the stake in good order andfully organized the prospects were
good for a fruitful season 2 all haveenough to eat and there areare no diffi-
culties amon the people

several bishops reported their wardswardcorroborating the presidentdempa report
elder abraham H cannon ad-

dressed the meeting treating upon the
hardbard times and the lessons they should
teach the latter day saintsbrints depend-
ence upon the lord in times of pros-
perity as well as adversity economy
and unity should be the result hegave some striking examples of the
power of unity and desired to seegee
latter day saintssainte speedily come to
such standard spoke also otof the evilsevig
from disregardingregardingdle the word of wisdom

sunday 2 pm elder john evansevana
returned missionary from greatgrea
britain reported hisbis lallaborsbore in that
land


