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editorials
THETSE OPIUM TRAFFIC

THE use of opium among the civi-
lized nations appears to be largely
increasing the widespread in-
dulgencedul gence in intoxicating drinks is
greatly to bobe deplored and philan-
thropistsplats and public teachers have a
meatgrent field for the exercise of their
bestbeat powers in efforts to stem the
tide of intemperance at the bameramme

time the evils of the opium habit
ought to be ventilated and legisla
tion Isia asaa much needed towards re-
strictingstricting the opium trannietraffie as the
manufacture and sale of alcoaicoalcoholichollo
stimulants

the effects of opium on the hu-
man system are very pronounced
and enough the drug isia one of the
most usefuletuielui in the whole pharmac-
opoeia in the hands of prudent
physicians its inordinate use is
more baneful evenoven than inebriety
it is claimed that there is a growing
call for it in the united states and
that where alcoholism has been
abandoned opium in various forms
has been adopted as a subssubstitute in a
large number of instances

opium smoking has been intro
deuced into thisthia country by the
chinese but is under thetha ban
of popular censure and in
many this is
interdictinterdicteded by municipal ordinances
the laws against it should be vigor-
ously enforced the crafty albrigoMODmol go
liansilana will take advantage of a lull in
police watchvatch the busibuil nets
of providing the drug for smokers of
all races who desire isic will be carried
on slyly itif measures are not adopted

the nefarious traffic
the heavy increase in the impor-

tation of opium into thetha united
kingdom Isia excitingexciting some concern
in Englanenglanddj and a recent parliamen-
tary return giving thatho exact figures
of the quantity brought into the
country nasnna not served to allay this
feeling in 1860 the quantity im-
ported was pounds and by
1871 the opium imported annually
had rarely exceeded pounds
in 1871 however it rose to
pounds and since 18741871 thotio average
hnsnas been pounds the total
lain 1861 was pounds the
whole of this enormous quantity
was not however consumed in the
united kingdom the exports in
1881 thetha largest in any year
amountedamoun tadtod to pounds leav-
ing pounds for consumption
the average annual consumption
for the preceding ton years was
but pounds and inili 18601660 it
was pounds

THE chennelCHANNEL

scheme for the building of a
submarine tunnel from england to

franceprance has not fallen through as
some suppose new plans have
been made the company formed
for its construction have abandoned
dover as the place of commence
mentand propose to commence the
descent tobo the base of the tunnel
at st blarhiarmargaretsgarets baynay near
Kearn seybey station onen the london
and chatham railway this is
about three milesmilea from dover and
within range of the fortifications at
the latter port it will not open out
asaa near the shore line as at first pro-
posed but will run inland by a
gradual ascent about three miles
and then proceed along the alk
hamham valley to doverdiver a detour of
about five miles from
cliffcilly the change has been made to
meet tilothe objection that troops
might be landed continent
through the tunnel and that thus
the now 9 tight litlittletietle island could bobe
invaded by foreigners thothe tunnel
is to be built and the sea sickness of
the short but generally rough trip
from dover to calais avoided it isa
a bidboid project worthy of the present
age of great enterprises and skilful
engineering

CAPITAL punishment
THOUSANDS of years ago the divine
flatfiat went forth chosowhoso sheddeth
mans blood of him also shall mansmanlin
blood bobe ched thibthia has passed in-
to human lawalaws and has been embod-
ied in mostmoat of the codescodea of civilized
nations he who unlawfully takesfilkes
human life forfeits his own accord
ng to both divine and man made
enactments andaud experience hasbas

shown that it laIs for the interest of
mankind the only atonement a
murderer can offer for hiahis crl meismels the
shedding of his own blood in exola
tionllon this is blood atonement
about which soeo much has beenben saidbaid
to prejudice the public mind against
the mormonscormonsMor mons

there are bometome persons of so ten-
der a frame of mind that they can-
not endure the idea of shedding the
blood of evenoven a dangerous malefac-
tor they have more sympathy
for the criminal than for the

i victims of his blood guiltiness
they would slobber over a
convicted murderer elevate him in-
to a hero move heaven and earth
to prevent hiahis proper punishment
and drop no tear over the life he has
extinguished or the misery he has
caused to the bereaved they cry
out against revenge butbat in the
death penalty for murder revenge
does not figure at all the protection
of society and the magnifying of
the law aroano objects in view not re-
taliationtalltail atlon

some states and communities
have been so influenced by the sen-
timentalists as to abolish the death
penalty altogether in no instance
has the change produced good re-
sults switzerland tried it and
found that it would not work so
with some of the states of the fede-
ral union on this the philadelphia
american has the following

statistics show that the abolition
of capital punishment laht murder
casescabes works asaa badly in maine as in
michigan in 1870 the convicts
undergoing liblifeilfe im imprisonment for
murder were six per cent of the
whole number in 1876isto 10 per
cent in 1832 25 per cent
nearly forty men are now in
prison under this senEensentencetencetenee
and the number bids fair to
go on growing with every in-
crease the moral effect of the pun-
ishment Is diminished for crime
like everyovery other eort of misery likes
companionship to keep it in coun-
tenancetenance

it Isia rather curious that with the
decline of the belief in everlasting
punishment in the future lifeilfe grows
the unwillingness to azpassw the worst
criminals on to what people now
profess to regard as another stage of
probation Is it because people
doubt the validity of their own rcrea-
soning that like voltaire and dide
rot they feel no certainty that there
is no endless hell and therefore in-
cline to actsot as though there were
one or Is it that both the disbelief in
hell and the disuse of capital pun-
ishment have the samebame root more
vivid appreciation of physical suffer-
ing than of moral degradation

it will bobe found that in those
states where the death penalty re-
mains upon the statute books but is
not enforced in practicepractical murders
are frequent and human life is not
protected with anything like the
sanctity that should surround it
murderous persons generally have
a strong regard for their own necks
and having much of the brute in
them need the terrorsterrorsotof the ex-
treme penalty as aA standing re-
straint experience isia demonstrat-
ing that the divine flat laIs founded
in reason and adapted to the neces-
sities of a world yet in moral dark-
ness and subject to human passion
and the influence of that evil one
whose work Is destruction and who
isia the foe of the life natural asits well
as the life spiritual
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editor deseret
there deoms to bobe a great deal of

pother about you marrying folks
I1 do not seem to be up with thothe
times probably ray early educa-
tion was not properly conducted at
allevenallnil eventstaldo1 do not understand halfhalt
I1 hear about the mormonscormons and the
edmunds bill and the utah com-
mission I1 have just as much faith
in josephs dream or old Hilhllhilkiahkiahala
find asaa I1 have in smiths plates but
I1likolikelikeilko to see fair play and no favor
from what little I1 can grasp of the
matter I1 infer that we outsiders
think loutouyouIOU mormonscormons have too ggood00d
a thing of it and the proper ththinglng
for usua to do is to cilcliclipp your wingsam I1 about right

I1 see by the papers that our fair
ladies even have been holding
meetings in chicago st louisand sanban francisco for the purpose
of remonstrating or some buchsuch fool-
ishnessish ness why bless their souls dotheythoy not know that there Isia as much
polypolygamygouny to the square foot in every

city from nownew brunswick to lower
california as there Is lain saltbait laholako
city if they do not their hubhua
bandsbandis must bobe slysiy old rabearakes of01
coursecoarse it Isia not called polygamy but
then we do not aldaya baysay spade
vwhenhen we mean spade butnut we have
the advantadvantageago of0 you rwea do not
marry our other wives and give
them our names and support their
children and take care of them when
the bloom indeslades from their cheekschecks
aliah nol when time roba themthum of
theft charms we do with them like
we do with our old horses we either
turn them out to rustle for themsel-
ves or what is worse lot some lower
brute take them SDbo you neonee mr
mormon we have the decided ad-
vantage of you marrying gentry

but still I1 can notnol beeeee ahat choso
chaps in congress have to say
againarainagainststyyou0u how many of them do
you suppose at a rough an
extra wife or two acting SAas clerks in
the merentTerentdl departments or in
other words how many female clerks
do you bet are not hept mi stressess
to some hon moramorn liate who spend
their time framing bills to catch the
twin relic out

then I1 am completely graveled at
the clergy they surely ought not to
COMPcomplainlatu why birhir it I1 werevere a
preacher of a certain borteort I1 should
not care if I1 never gut married
why they have more flowers to buzz
among than any bee in the
hive and they are all drones at that
why what comparison is there be-
tween being married to four or five
wives that one must stick to randnd
being a priest with a convent full of
nuns to comfort

well let it pass I1 am not well in-
formed that is evident for I1 can-
notnorgetgetgei thothe rights of it anyhow
now the churches cabonot baysay too
much for solomon they say hebe
was the wisest of men they quotequte
his proverbs at least they say he
said them they sing nc I1 mis-
take they do biotlot sing hisbis songeconge
well he had a large templotempio full of
wives then hishia ratherfather wagwas much
married and the clergy preach
about him and they sing hialua songs
now why do they abu-a you

next I1 do not bea that thothe glorious
constitution of the U 13 gives con-
gress any municipal power jnin terr-
itoriesri it16 does confer municipal
and police authority in the district
of columbia expressly but I1 do
not beesee that municipal power is
conferred eyeneven by implication in
a territory

the constitution sayabayh the con-
gress shall have power to dispose of
and make all needful rules and reg-
ulationslonsions respecting the territory or
other property belonging to the
united states note the language

to disdisposetogopogo of and make rules re-
spectingspec ting not laws for but rules re
erectingspec ting the territory
as a colony of beope to bebe governed
but simply as a piece of property to
be disposed of now I1 apprehend
that it requires a very crookedcro okel
twisting stretching construction to
make the caclauseaussus a quoted confer muni-
cipal authority and I1 believe when
congressCon grees delegates municipal func-
tions to a territorial organization
that it has delagadelegateded a power that
it doesdoea not possessas I1 further be-
lleve

be-
lieve that every colony that
fornisforms itself in a territory
that is without the boundary
iines of any state has within itself
all the elements and attributes of
sovereignty so far as its municipal
affairs are concerned and that con-
gress has control of the leallsoil only
and that the needful aulesrules and regu-
lations refer only to thothe proprietary
rights of the anitad stacee asaa re-
gards the soil emerson says ou
can not raise me up unless you stand
on higher ground da wevve occupy
loftier ground athanthan you who has
the right to detine right or wrong
chowewho areaie the infallible members of

in this nineteenth century
who has the attribute that thetho
clergy assert belongs to god alone
that of judging you have the
same right to dictate to us that bomesome
of us claim to have of dictating to
you why these very howlersbowlers aronrc
forever wrangling among themselves
as to right and wrong

I1 think that had hetterbetter attend
to our own affairs and try to become
honest and virtuous ourselves be-
fore we beekseek for objects for our re-
formatoryfor matory theories

yours respectfully
A NON

THE DEAD CREEDS OF chris-
tendom

wnWE clip the annexed paragraph
from the philadelphia american

fenewnew york preachers vie with
oneono another lain progressive thinthinkingkinghing

if not in pulpit sensationalism one
of them said lastlash sunday that old
creeds were constantly diedibdisappearingappearing
and that new ones were springing
up there were lind us triaitrial
and social creeds as well as religious
creorecreedseds were cradles for intelligence
not coffina no combination of men
in the nineteenth century could for-
mulate a lasting creed A creedcread
was dead when it no longer emitted
inspiration light or life dead
oreedacreeds were stumbling blocks and
upheld by bigotry and fanaticism did
infinite mischief the metaphysi-
cal portion of all creeds was dead
the theory that the fall of adam
entailed eternal death on the human
race was a dead creed so waway3 the
theory that the divine laws were so
strict that no one could oboyobey them
except by appropriating christschrists
righteousness by faith it was a
dead creed that heathen infants
and idiots could not be saved be-
cause they did not know and accept
christ the middle of the Fseven-
teenth century was the end of the
creed making A time
would comocome when one harmonious
creed would prevail throughout the
world
accordingkeekecice to the above all the creeds

of modern christendom arepre dead
for they no longer emit or receive in-
spirationspiratlon A living creed Is pro-
gressivegresgre sivesalve we do not mean by this
that it changes soBO as to deny any ot0
its formerly established principle I1
but that itlollel and imparts add-
ed truth asaa fast as its adherents are
prepared to them the
creeds of the churches are fixed and
final when people advance beyond
their dogmas a new sect becomes
neneseessary and this in turn has to be
rejected with further light because
itatiais bound by a certain number of
articles or declarations
of doctrine

it Isia true that no combination of
men in this country can formulate a
lasting creed but neitherdelther couldcoul
they in puy age every creed that
isia made by men no matter howbow
wipewlee or they may be in the
thingsot this woworldridald is bound to
perish no creed but that which Isia
divine will endure and that will
never be tied up in a definite num-
berberofof propositions or dogmas it
will be progressive butnut the truths
added to it will not be destructive
of previously revealed doctrines
truth is not contradictory of stielf
principles may be revealed from
god which may be imperfectly un-
derstoodder stood or not made known at once
in their tultuifalnessnesbnebb and greater light
may correct improper conceptions
but there will be no dogma
inin a divine creed to discard or
principle to throw away as errone-
ous yet the almighty suits special
instructions commandments and
counsels to the age and people for
whom they are revealed and theychev
may not be applicable to futuregerlgerigen
orationserat ions but his doctrines are
eternal truths and can never be-
come dead or obsolete

the theories named in the quoted
paragraph above are dead because
they are not divine they were the
inventions of men true they were
taught as part of the christian
faith but neither christ nor
hishla apostles proclaimed them as
part of the gospel unauthorized
ministers deduced them from
inan incorrect understanding of
the dead letter of scripture but they
0arearere all opposed to the living word ofifgogoigodI1 and the true doctrine otof redemp-
tion no man but adam will be
judgedfudged for adams transgression
christsChrls ta righteousness will not auf
niceflee for any other person no matter
how much faith he may have for
all will have to answer for their
own deeds done in the body in-
fantafanta willswill not be rejected of god at
all for of such Is the kingdom of
heavensheAveho ivennj and all who have arriv-
ed attheat the years of accountability
and have not heard the gopelgospel
of christ in the flesh will
hear it in thothe spirit state so that
elveryevery man and woman who has de-
scended from adam will at psomeome
time have an opportunity to accept
or reject christ

the contrary of this is to be found
in humaninhuman creeds but not in the
doctrine of christ A lasting creed
must be a divine creed the time
is at hand when a harharmoniousmonio ua creed
will prevail in all the world it
will beba so because god has revealed
its fundamentals and will add line
upon line and precept upon
precept as experience and obe-
dience prepare his childrchildrenenterl for
their reception and all that
he reveals will harmonize each
principle with the others accom-
panying them will be the divine
spirit making them olearclear to all who

receive and obey them the rem-
nants of the dead creeds will tebe
swept away as demolisheddemolldemoli hedshed monu-
ments of human folyfolly and mankind
will learnleam the great truths that the
things of god cannot bobe discerned
but by the spirit of god and that
it laIs in vain the people worship bo-
ing

be-
ing taught by the precepts of men

we are happy and thankful inia the
knowledge that god has coincolncommencedfenced
the revelation of a creed harmoni-
ous in itself and in accord with all
that hohe has formerly made manifest
and that though it is now likelika the
divine master despised and re-
jected of men it will become
known and understood of all na-
tions and while sects crumble and I1

dead creeds are buriedburled out of sight
the living truth of god will arise
and shine and send forth its
belrabial light till the earth
if flooded with its glory and and all
people shall bow the unee to the
prince of righteousness and shall
know goigoj from the least even unto
the greatest of them this is the
age or iconoclasm but it Isia also the
day of a living creed that grogrowswe
with mansmana capacities and isirb adapted
to all his necessities let the images
of manjamans fabrication be destroydestroyedtd
and in their place shall a
church established by divine pow-
er that will never penith
unwise people now deride it
and call it mormonism but ere
longiong they will revere it as the work
of the eternal the depository of an
everlasting creed the guide and
glory of allail who wish to walk in the
never fading light of truth

AL SIMPLE vs WILFUL
falsehoods

A FEW days ngoago we departed from
our usual course and noticed an at
tack upon one of the leading men in
the monuonMormormon church made by an
obscure anti Mormon journal
which JsIs lingering out a miserable
existence at ogden under the name
odtheof the pilot in doing sowe fell in-
to one slightblight error in order to ac-
knowledge this and betset the matter
right it becomes necessary to pay a
little more attention to the ribald
and mendacious little ogden pi
ratefote

A number of rabid and ridiculous
statements were published by that
blacet as a report of remarks by
apostle brigham young at the I1

last semibemisemiannualannual conference atai baitbalt
lake we denied thothe accuracy of
the report stated that no re-
marks had ever been uttered byby I1

tthath gengentlemantoleman in any public meet
ing and stated further that he was
not presentnt at the last makewake confer-
ence in this city and did not ad-
dress the congregation at the last
semiannualsemi annual conference of the
church

the now comes back at us
with a bisekblickblackguardguard letter iromirowfrom a
sixth rate alleged attorneyin which
a flood otof billingsgate is leulee loose be-
cause the statement that elderelden
young did not address the congrega-
tion at the last semiannualsemi annual con-
ference happens to be a mistake
the error occurred in this way we
had the nielile of the eves
lrairaiia NEWS examined to loadrind our re-
port of the apostles discoursediscourses and
were informed that the conferenceconieconlerence
minutes contained no mention of
his remarks the conference ininruin
utes usually appear on the
page otof this paper if not they are
generally placed on the ilisthist page
ahe first and second pages oiof mellie
deseret bews for the baya of the
conference werevere locked
over and no remarks of elderyoungsyounga appearing there we stated
that he diddiu not speak inlix public on
that occasion weye now lindand that
the report of friday afternoons
meeting was inserted onen the fourth
page of saturdays NEWS the report
fridayoffof niday mornings meeting ap-
pearing on the second page of the
sameshime laue and that is vly it was
overlookoverlookedtd eldereider young did speak
on that occasion and loitollowingfollowing is
the report of his lemacks as publish-
ed

amderELDER

addressed the conference helie
spoke of thothe assurance with which
our elders go forth and testify to
the truths and revelations which
they know to be of god and yetjet hethei
wisewisa meumea oiof the world regardregald those
testimonies asaa very presumptuous
he deplored the unbelief of the
world who refuse to receive the
principles ouroar elderseldens preach or
compare them with the Biblebibie which
mosimost people profess to ballateloel1701 love in asan


