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THE DESERET INEWS,

EDITORIALS.

THEE OPIUM TRAFFIC.
THE use of oplum among the “civi-
lized™ natlons appears to be largely
{ncreasing. The wldespresd in-
dulgence in Intoxicating drinke is
greatly to be deplored, and philan-
thropists and publio teachers have &
great fleld for the exercise of their
best powers in efforta to stem the
tide of intemperance. At the eame

time the evilaof the opium habit
ought to be ventilated, snd legisla
tion is as much needed fowards re-
stricting the cplom traflic as the
menufacture and eale of alcobolie
stimulants.

The effects of oplum on the hu-
man system are very pronounced
and, tnoogh the drug is one of the
most useful o the whole pharma-
‘copeela in the bands of prudent
physicians, its inordlnate use is
more banerul even than Inebriety.
It is claimed that there is & growing
call for it in the United Btates, and
that where slcobolism has been
absndoned, oplum in various forms
hws been adopted ss a subatitute in 2
large number of instances.

Opiom smoking has bLeen intro-
duced Into thia country by the
Chinese, bat }8 under the ban
of popular ceasure, and In
many places,including this eity,lt is
interdicted by municipal ordinances.
The laws against It ehould be vigor-
onsly enforced. The erafty Mougo-
liana will take advanisge of & lull 1n
police watchrulness,and the busine:s
of providing the drog for smokera of
all races who desire ic will becarried
on siyly If measures are not adopted
to prevent the nefarious tratiic.

T'he heavy increase in the Impor-
tation of oplam jnto ths Unilted
Kilngdom I8 exciting some concern
in Eogland, and arecent parliamen-
tary return, giving the exact figares
of the guantity brougnt into the
country, has not cerved to eilay this
feeling. In 1860 the quanuty im-
ported was 210,867 pounds, aud by
1871 the oplum imported annually
had rarely exceeded 300,000 ponnds.
In 1871, however, it rose to 591,466

cbonds, and eince 1874 the average

been 573,000 pounde. The total
in 1861 was 793,146 pounds. The
whole of this enormous guantity
was not, however, coneumed in the
United Kingdom. The exports in
1881, the largest In any year,
amounted to 491,863 pounds, leav-
ing 391,263 pounds for consum ption.
The average annual consumplion
for the preceding ton Years was
but 260,000 pounds, and in 1860 it
wan 112,795 pounds.
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THE CHANNEL TURNEL.

Tae scheme for the building of a
submarine tunnel from Enpgland to
France has mot fallen through as
gome suppose. New plana have
been made. The company formed

for ita construction have abandoned
Dover us the place of commence-
ment,and propoge to commence the
descent %0 the base of the tunnel
at St ofargaret’s DBay near
Kearnsey Btsation, on the London
and Chetham Railweay. This s
about three milea from Dover and
within range of the fortifications at
the Iatter port. It willnot open out
89 near the shere llne as at firat pro-
pored, but will run inlaud by s
gradual ascent about three imiles
and then proceed along the Alk-
ham valley to Dover, a detour of
sbont five miles fromn Mhakespeare’s
CIff. The chauge has been made to
meet the objection that troops
might be landed fremthe continent
through the tunnel and that thus
the now**tight lit tie Island™ could te
invaded by foreigners. The tunnel
is to be built and the sea-picknzes of
the ehort but generally rough trip
from Dover to Oalais avoided. It ia
a bald project, worthy of tho present
age of great enterprigses and ekilful
englneering.

CAPITAL PUNISHHENT,

THoUBANDS of yenrs Ago Lhe Divine
flat went forth, *Whoso sheddeth
man’s blood, of him also shall man’a
bloed be ehed.’”? Thishas passed in-
to human laws and has been embeod-
fed in most of the codes of civilized
nations. He who nnlawfully takes
human life forfeiis his own, aecord-

ng to both divine and man-made
euactmenty, and experience has

shown that it §s for the inlerest of
mankind. The ouly atonement a
murderer can offer for bhiscrime,js the

shedding of his own blood in expla.

tion. This is **blood atoneinent,”
about which 0 much has bren said
to prejudice the public mind agalnef
the **Mormons.”

There are some perions of o ten-
der o frame of mind that they can-
not endure the idea of shedding the
blood of even & dangerous malefac-
tor. They have more sympathy
for the crimina]l than for the
vietims of hla blood pultine:s.
They would aslobber over =a
convicted murderer, elavate him in-
to & hero, move heaven and earth
to prevent hia proper puniehment,
and dtop no tear over the hfe he has
extinguished or the msery he bhas
ceased o the bereaved, They cry
out against revenge. But in the
death penally for murder, revenge
does not figure at all. The protection
of society and the magnifylng of
the law are objects in view, not re-
tallation.

Some Siates and communities
have been so infizenced by the sen-
{imentallsta as to abollsh the death
penslty altogether. In no Inetance
has the change produced good re-
sults, HBwitzerland tried it and
found that it wounld not work. Bo
with gomeof the Biates of the Fede-
ral Union. Oa this the Philadelphia
American has the following:

“Statiatics ehow that the abolition
of capital punishment fn murder
cases works a8 badly In Maine as in
Michigan. In 1870, the convicts
undergelng life-imprisonment for
murder were aslx per cent. of the
whole number; in 1878, 10 per
cent.; in 1832, 26 per cent
Nearly forty men are now in
pricon  under this  sentence,
and the number bids fair to
go on growlng. WIith every In-
creage, the moral effect of the pun-
fshment 19 diminished—for crime,
like every other sort of misery, Hies
companionship tokeepit In coun.
tenance.

1tis rather curlous that, with the
decline of the bellef In everlasting
punishment in the futurelife, grows
the unwillinguoess to pa:s the worat
criminals on to what people now
profess to regard as another atage of
probation. {s it because peopls
doub: the validily of their own rea-
soning, that, ITke Voltaire and Dide-
rot, they fee! no cerisinty that there
is no endless hell, and therefore in-
cline to agt as though there were
one? Or is it that both the disbelief in
hell and the dwsnse of capital pun-
ishment have the same root,—more
vivid sppreclation of physical suffer-
ing than of moral degradatfon?

It will befound that in thosze
States where the death yenalty re-
maine upon the statute booka but ia
not enforced in practice, murders
are frequent and buman life {s not
protected with anything ligke the
panotity that should surround it.
Murdercus persons generally have
a ptrong regard for their own necks,
and having much of the ptute in
them need the terrors of the ex-
treme pensalty 88 a standing re-
straint. Experleoce ie demonstrat-
ing that the Divine flat is founded
in reason, and sdapted to the neces-
sities of a world yet in moral dark-
ness, and sabject to human passion
and the Infiuence of that Evil Oae
whose work Is destroction and who
is the foe of the life natoral as weli
as the life spirftual.

4 NON-“MORMON” ON ANTI-
POLYGAMY.

LEWISTON, Idaho,
Janoary 11th, 1883,

Editor Descrei Ne

There seoms to be 8 great deal of
Folher about you marrying folks,

do not seem to be up with the
times, Prebably my early educa-
tlon was not properly conducted, at
all events I do not undemstand half
I hear sbout the Mormons and the
Edmunds bill and the Utah Com-
mizeion. I have just as muoch faith
in Joseph’s dream, or Old Hllkiah’a
find a3 1 have iu Smith’s plates, bat
1 like to see falr play and no favor.
From what llttlag can grasp of the
matter, I Infer that we outeiders
think you Mormons have too good
? thiog o(f’it.. ?nd }he proper thing
orus todois to ci our winga.
Am I sboutrighi? vE WY

I see by the papera thkat onr fair
ladiea even have besn holding
meetings in Chicago, Bt. Louis
and Ban Franclaco, for the purpose
of remonstrating, or some such fool-
ishness. Why bless their nouls, do
they not know that there is as much

polygamy to the sqoare foot in every

city from New Brunswick la Lower
Californis a8 there }a in Balt'Lske
City? If they do not, thelr hus

baud’s must be "aly old rakes, Of
conrze it is not ealied polygamy, but
then we do not always say spade
when we mean apade. But we have
the advantage of you, ws do Dot
marry our other wives and give
them our names, and suﬁport thelr
children and take cure of them when
the bloom fades from their Cheeks,
Ah, no! When time robs tham of
thel charme, we do with them like
we do with our old horses, We either
turth them out to rustle for themael-
ves, or what I8 worse, letsome Jower
brute {ake them. Bo ,you zeo Mir.
Mormon, we have the Jdecided ad-
vantage of yon marrying gentry.

But still I can nol ees “what thoze
chaps In Cungress bave to say
agalost you. How many of them do
¥you suppose, atn rough gueas,havean
extra wifte or two acting a3 elerks in
the different departments, or in
other words how many femaleoclerks
do you bet are not kept mistresses
to eome Hon. moralists, who ppend
their time framing bills to catch the
twin retic out,

Then I am completely graveled at
{he clergy, they surely ought not to
complais. \Why, Bir, it I werea
preacher of a certain sort, T should
not care if I never gut married.
Why they havemore flowers to buzz
ameng than uan bee in the
hive, and they are ali drones at thut,
Why what compariscn s thers be-
tween being marriad to four or five
wives that one muat stick 1o, and
being & priest with a convent full of
nons to comfori?

Well, let it pass, [ am not wellin-
formed that s evident, for I can-
not get the rights of it anyhow
Now the churcbes cavnot say too
much for Bolomon — they say' he
was Lthe wisestof men—ihey qusle
his proverbs, at least they tay. he
said them-—they 8ing --ne, I mie-
take—they do Lot, sing bhis . Songs.
Well he had = large teraple full of
wives. Then his father was.muueh
married, and the clergy preach
about hfm and they, singnhis songa.
Now why do they abuie youd

NextI do noi ees that the glorious
Constitation of the T, B. gives Con-
grees any munigipel'power dn- Ter-
ritories. It does confer mubnicipsl
and pollce authorliy in the Dlstrict
of Columbia expressly. Buot I do
not gee that municipa]l power 1s
conferred eyen by jmplication, in
a Terrliory. .

The Coustitutlon rays: “The Con-
grees shall have power to dispose of
and make a1l eedful rules and reg-
ulatious respecting the territory or
other property belonging to the
United States.” Note the language:
Gtp dispose of and make rules re-
specting, not lawa for but rules re-
specting the territory as properéy,not
as a colpny of people to be governed,
but simply as & plees of property to
be “"dispozed of,”” Now I apprebend
that it requires & very croockeld,
twisting, stretching coostruction to
make the clanss guoted confer muni-
oipalauthority, and I belisve when
Cougress delegater municipal func-
tions to a territorial organization,
that it has delégated a power that
it doea not poseess, I further be-

lleve that' every colony that
forraa  fteel! in &  Territory,
that 38, without the bounndary

llnes of any Biate, has within iteelf| P

ali the elements and attribotes of
aovereignty so far as lte municipal
affairs are coucerned and that Con-
gresa has controll of the [eoil only
and that ths needful rules and regu-
Iations re’er only to tha proprietary
rights of the Unitad Btates, as re-
gards thesoil. Emerson says ‘yon
cau nol raise me up unless you stand
on higher ground, Do we occupy
lofuier ground jthan you? Who haa
the right todefine right or wrong?
Who are the infallible members of
soclaty in this nineteenth centary?
Who has the aliribute that the
clergy assert pelongs to God alone,
that of judging? You bhave the
same right to dictate toue that some
of us claim to have of divtating to
yon. Why, these very howlers are
forever wrangling amiong themeelves
as to right and wrong.

I think that we had better attend
to our own affairs and try to become
bonest and virtuons ourselves, be-
fore we ceck for objects for our re-
formatory theorien,

Yours respectfully,
A, Non.

THE DEAD CREEDS OF CERIS-
TENDOM.

WE cllp the anvcexed paragraph
from the Philadelphia Anmerican:

#New York preachers vie with
ohe another In progressive thinking,

‘they in eny age.

Feb. 7

if notyin pulplt.eensationaltam, One
of them said Jast Banday thal *old
creeds were constantly disappearing
and that new ones were springing
up. There were political,indostrial,
and social erecds sz well aa religious.
Creedp were cradies for intelligence,

rof coffina. No combinstion of men.

In the ninéteenth gentury could for-

ulate n lasting creed. A cread
wad dead when 1t ne longer emitted
inspiration, lizght or life.  Dead
creeds were stumbling blocks, aod,
upheld by bigotry and fanaticism did
inflniie mischief. The metaphysi-
eal portign of all creeds was dead.
The theory that the fall of Adam
entatied elernal desth on the human
race -was o dead creed. Bo was the
theory that the Divine laws were so
strict that no one conld oboy them
except by appropriating Christ’s
righteousness by faith, It wasa
desd creed that heatben, infante,
and idiots comld not be saved be-
cause they did not know and aceept
Ohrist, The middle of the esven-
teenth century was the end of the
creed-making pelod. A time
would corce when one harmonfous
creed would prevail throughoat the
world.”

According to the aboveal! the creeds
of modern Christendom &re dead,
for they no longer emit or receive in-
spiration. A living creed s pro-
gressive, Wedo not mean by this

that it changes eoas to deny any of
ita formerly wstablished princliplee,
but that it recelves and Imparis add-
ed troth ns fast as its adherents are
prepated to receive them, The
creeds of the churches are fixed and
final, When people advance beyond
thelr dogmas n new eect becomea
necessary, and this in tarn has to be
rejecled with further light, because
itis bound by a certsin nomber of
urticles, or definitjons,or declarations
of doctrine.

It {a \rue that mo combinstion of
men in this country can formulate o
lasting creed. But bpeither could
Every creed that
is made by ten, no matier how
wise or learned they may be in the
things of this world, is bound to
perlsh. No creed but that which ls
divine will endore. And that will
never be tied up in & deflnite num-
ber of propoeitions or dogmas. It
will be progressive. But the truihs
added to it will not be destruetive
of previcusly revesled doctrines.
Truth is not contradictory of jtself.
Principles may be revealed from
God which may be imperfoctly un-
derstood or not made known at once
in their fulnees, and greater light
may oorrect improper conceptions,
but there will be no dogma
in a divine creed to dwcard or
principle to throw away as errone-
ous. Yet the Almighty suita spectal
iustructions, commandments aud
counsels to the age and people for
whom they are ruvesled, and they
may not be zpplicable to futuregen.
erations, But His dootrines nre
eternal troths, and can never ba-
come dead or obsolete, .

The theories named in the quoted
paragraph above are dead becauese
they are not divlue. They were the
inventiobs of men. True, they were
taught as part of the #Christlan®
faith, bunt neither Christ nor
His Apostles proclaimed them as
art of the gospel. Unauthosized
minlaters . deduced them fiom
an incorrect undersianding of
the dead letier of Beripture, but they
are all oppoeed to the living word of
God and the true doctrine of redemp-
tion. No man but Adam will be
judged for Adam’s (ravagreesion.
Christ’s righteousness wlil not suf-
fice for any other person, no matter
how much faith he may have, for
all will bave to anawer for their
own deeds done In the bedy. In-
fants will not be rejected of God at
all, for of such ia the kingdom, of
heiven,” and all who have arriv-
ed althe years of accoumtability
and have not heard the pgoapel
of Christ in the flesh, will
hear it in the spirit state, so that
every man and woman who has de-
scended from Adam, will at acme
Ume bave an opportunity to accept
or reject Chriat.

The contrary of this is to be found
in human creede, but mot in the
doctrine ot Christ. A lasting creed
must be a divine creed. The time
la at hand when a harmonfous creed
will prevail in all the .world, It
will be so because God has revealed
its fundamentale, and will add line
upon line and precept wupon
precepl, as experfence and obe-
dlence prepare His children for
their reception. And all that
he reveals will harmonize, each
piinclpie with the others. Aocom-
panying them will be the divine
spirit makipg them clear to all who

receive and obey them. The rem~
nants of the dead creedes will.be
swept away s demoll:hed monu-
menis of buman felly, and mankind
will learn the great trutha that the
thinge of God cannot be discerned
but by the spirit of God, and that
it {8 in valn the people worship, be-
tng taught by the precepts of men. *
We are happy and thankful in the
Enowledge that God has commenced
the revelation of & creed; harmoni-
ous in iteelf and in accord with all
that he has formerly made munifest,
and that though it s now, like the
Divine Master, “despised and re-
jected of men,*” it whl become
Enown and understood of all na-
tions, and while sects ¢crumble zand
dead creeds are burled cut of gight,
tbhe living truth of God wlll arise
and shine and send forth its
celratial light till the earth
if flooded with its glory, and and all
people sball bow the Lnee to the
Prinee of Bighteousnesa and shall
know God from the least even unto
the greatest of themr. This I the
age ot iconoclasm, but it 38 alio the
day of a living creed that grows
with men’s capacities and is adapted
1o sll his necesaities, Lot the Imagea
of man’s fabrication Le destroyed,
and in their place shall staund a
Church eptablished by divine pow-
er that will mnever peri:h.
Unwise people now . deride it
and call it “Mormonism,’” but ere
long they will revere It as the work
of the Xternal, the depository of an
everlasting creed, the guide and
glory of all who wish to walk in the
never-fading light of truth.

A SIMPLE ERROR vs. WILFUL
FALSEHOODS.

A FEW days ago we departed from
our usual course and noticed an &at-
tack upon one of the leading men in
the “Mormon® Churchi, made by an
obscure anti-*Mormon* Journal
which 18 lingering out a miserablo
existence at Ogden, under the name
of the Filot. la dolng ac we fell in-
toone slight error. In order to ac-
knowledge this and set the matter
right, It becum s necessary to pay a
little more attentlon to the nibald
and mendacious little Ogden Fi-
raie. -
A onmber of rabid and ridiculoua
atalements were published by that
sheet as & report of remarks by
Apostle Brigham Young at “the
lsat Bemi-aunurl Conference at Balt
Lake.” We denjed tho accuracy of
the report, stated ihat no such re-
marke had ever been ultered by
that gentieman in any publlc meet-
ing, and stated farther, that he was
not present at the last Stake Confer-
ence in this ¢liy, and did not ad-
dress the congregation at the Jlast
Semi-annual Conlerence of the
Church.

The Pirate now comes back at us
with a blacEguard letter from =
sixth-rate alikged attorney,in which

a fleod of Billingsgaie 1s et loose be-
cause the statement tha: Mider
Young did not address the congrega-
tion a¢ the last Bemf-annual <on-
ference happens 10 be s mistake.
The error vecurred in this way, We
hed the file of the DEStrET EVEN-
1nG NEWS examined to Had our re-
portof the Apostle’s discourse, aud
were informea that the conlerence
minutes contalned no mentivn of
bis remarks. The Conference min-
utes usually appear ou Lhececond
page of this paper; if not, they are
generally placed, on the Hist page.
L'he first and seCond pages of lhe
DESERET NEWS for the umys of the
Conference were carefulyy louked
over, and no romarks of Elder
Young’s appearing there, we stuled
that he diu not speak jn puablic on
that occasion. We now tind that
the report of Friday afternoon’s
meeting was Inserted eon the fourth
page of Haturday’s NEwS, the report
of ¥riday morning’s meeting ap-
pearing on the sevonud page of the
same isaue, and that s wuy it was
overlovked. Elder Young did speak
on that occaeion, and iollowing is
bt.gs report of his 1emurks as pubiish.

ELDER BRIGHAM YOUNG

Addressed the Conference. Heo
spoke of the assurance with which
our Eiders go forth and tesiily to
the truths und. revelations which
they know to be of God, #nd yet 1he
wise meu of the worlu regard those
teatlimonles a3 very presumplucus,
Heo deplored the unosliet of the
world who refute to receive the
principles our Elders preach, or

Compare them with Lhe Bible,which

mokt people profess 1o believe in as




