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on buddayBUD day february 28 1897 at 2

ppmm and onoin the following day mon-
day march 1 at 10 am were ezerexer
clave in the Tabertabernacleoacle in honorbodor of ththee

anniversary of the birth of

elder wilford woodrufffg president of
the church of jesushetue christ of latter
day and one of the firstfarat com-
pany of utah pioneer that entered
ohp valley of thebe great salt lakelaike

for this occasion the tabernaclescle
hissha been beautifully decorated
the fi stands are ornamented
lojin white and old gold with numerousI1
11flowerlowers and potted ferns and other
plants and around the organ the
table pitnt the tootfoot of the stands Isie covered
with flo werf and in front of this seats
arere raised above the floor for president
woodruff and wife to occupy during
the reception on monday over thisable
tote a canopy draped with the starsstare and
striper with electric lights in the top
to throwbrow light upon the couple this
anomy will remain thrown back upon

the table until the time of the recep-
tion the upper stand which will be
occupied by the presidentdeot and his
wife auritduringK the rendering of the pro
growcram behas been raised about sixteen
inches higher than its usual postpool

so watthat a lullfull view can be
hadbad otof them from every part of the
building in front of and near the top
off wethe organ toIs a beautiful star corncom
posed of sixty one electric lighte over
thishis and extending from south to
orebnorth across the building lain a white
streamer bearing the inscriptions
glory be to god aa honor to his

prophet 10 and the three daterdate 1807
1647 1897 around the gallery bunt
ing is stretchedobed with a staretar over each
postpoet and at the rear of the building toie

the idio we honor the man soBO

honored of googoa above the rear of
the gallery lain a banner on which Is
pointedpainted 1847 1897 below this Is a
union flag which passed through the
wr

herewith Isif a brief sketch of prealpresi-
dent woodi offs long and eventful life
furniabed by himself
I1 waswaa born march at

tontob part of farmington now avon
hartford county iiI1
my early life I1 worked asaa a ffarmerarmor
aridcd miller of coursecobrae my childhood
waswaa passed under the influence of the
remnantsremnant of me blue laws of conicon

I1 remember the day well
when thehe baptista and the methodMethodistielet
in connecticut were almost asaa un-

k popular asai the mormons afterwardsalter warde
became presbyteriansrians and coogle

were thebe ruling religious
of nownew england in my childhood
in aLattendingtending the sunday school lrin my
early boyhoodbochod under dr noab porter
endnd learninglea chapters of the bible
by heartboort I1 saw what jesus christ and
the apostles tautaughtglit those principles
were soBO firmly imprintedted on my mind
that I1 could never join any church
because the of that oayaay dio
not believe them until I1 beara zerazara
Pulelpher a marmonmc rmon elder presen to
weme and my brother azmonasmon sad a
large congregation of at
Bi now Dane vibe howego
county new york on the day oiof
december 1883 on licaring the first
sermon I1 and mjmy bi other azmon were
convinced and we wint forth and

were boutized on the slitslat of decem
berher 1888

I1 went inID alonain compincampin the springpring
of 1885 to missouriMiMO url to wethe assistance
of our people who had been driven
out otof jackson county very lowfew of
the members of that camp are living
today that thith usandcusand bilee journey
with the prophet josephjoeeph smith was to
me a school of experience that I1 shall
never forretloreet in thisabr world or the world
to compcome when the prophet returned to
kirtland with mostmoat of hisble company I1
remained in clay county missuriciuiMissurlur
until the of january 18861835 when
I1 left lyman le in company
with henry browdbrowni to go on a mission
tolo the southern statesbatee we pawed
through jackson county missouri and
through Arka and from little
book to memphis tennessee I1 spent
two yearsyear in tennessee and kent-
ucky while therelthere I1 waswag ordained to the
effice 01 an elder under the handabands olof
warren parrishParr leb and afterwardsafterward a
member ofef the second quorum of theibe
seventy under the bond of daviddavia
W patten I1 ordained A 0 smoot to
the office etel an elder iuin 1886 and hebe
traveled with me through kentucky
aniland tennessee and accompanied me
to kirtland in the fall of that year I1
organizedsed four branchesbrancheBofof
I1in kentucky

inID 1887 1I traveled through part oiof

canada nownew york massachusetts
connecticut and maine and poxfox
islands during that mission I1 hapbap
used several hundred persons and
organized five branches of the church
in connecticut maine and fox

in january 1887 1I was opbp
pointed to the first quorum of seven
amil I1 i

in 1888 1I traveled on three islands of
thesesthe ea and in twelve states of the
union established three preaching
places and organized oneODD branch olof
the church toin farmington conn
with nine of my relarelatives including
my fatherstheiata house

on the of aprilA arh 1889 myself
anoana george A smith were ordained
to the apostleship on the temple cor-
ner at furfair went missouriMi the same
year I1 crossed the atlantic ocean in
company with john taylor to eng
laD depe the next year there with
the twelve apostlesApo etlea first I1 went
to and organized three
branchesbraoobee then I1 went to hereford
shire worcestershire and gloucester
shire where in eight I1
brought 1800 souls into the church
including of the united brethren
who had broken off from thebe we
leyan Meth odlat with forty five
preachersprea obera all of that sect
but one member I1 established three
conferences and fifty eight preaching
places and organized forty sevenbevec
branches of the church

I1 then went to london with heber
0 kimball and ceorge A smith
we organized the first branch of the

in that city consisting olof
eighty five membersmem bere

ID 1841 1I tratravevelealei over miles
england waleswalea and pan of

the united states with the twelve
pu etlee to attend to the affairs of the

church
I1 spent most of 1842 3 in nauvoo at

tendinglending to thothe priming office and other
buBinbusineepcee anAD important year was 1844
in which the prophet joseph smith and
hishie brother hyrumbyrum were killed thatthai

year I1 traveled over miles toI1
canada and the united v iautoglog theshe churcherchur chec alattendingtending
etc in the fall of the year I1 was ap-
pointed to go to england to pre-
side over the british mission giattinabetting
sellball at neyrnew york december jtb endadarriving at liverpool january 4 1845
during which year I1 traveled in engidofland and scotland presiding over the
churches published copies of theth
doctrine and covenants and secured
the copyright of the samegame in londonin 1846 1I returned from england tot
the united state and gathered withthe saintsbat as winter quartersquartermaQuartera ouon themissouri where I1 spent the winteron the ath of april 1847 ILIleft my family and crionas atwinter quarterQu artera and traveled
with Prest BrI young and
the pioneer company ol01 men a
thousandthou Band miles across thejhb plainsplain intothe midst of the rockybocky mountainsMoun taloarriving in the valley of the great
saltbait lake on the of jiniv wiwe
laid out great saltbait lake city and builtballar
a fort around ten acres presidentyoungyou og and some otherothen of us reLurreturnedned
to winter quartersQuartere the gernisgame seasoneoain traveling acnes the plainspistils for
three daysday and nights we metmea an atap
mostmoet end lees numberdumber otof buffalo going
to their summercummer ranges to brookbreak updp
into smaller herds to foodfeed in the pliaalltlilocountry they were soBO numerousnumeroui thatwe could way through
themhem
in the spring of 1848 1I took my

family and returned to boston mawmau
spending the rentreal of the year andaad tooalso
1849 in traveling through the nownew
Renglandgland stateselates and part of canada
gathering up mostmoat orof the saintssaint re-
mmining there and sending them to therockybooky mountainsmountain

on the ath of april 1850 with my
family andan J about a hundred other
saintsbainte I1 left boston and with teamstrain
boatsboata rallrailroadsroade and wagons agoagain
traveled to the rockybooky mountain
where I1 arrived on the of01 octoberhaving traveled miles

artfn inm 18611851 to 1877 twentysixtwenty six yeara
I1 spent mostly in utah traveling and
preaching considerably among urthe
4sinta and alsoajao otherwise luljul fillinefIlling
the duties of my calling asag ongone of thtwelve ApoApoeatleftiep

dent young died august 29
1877 john taylor succeeding dim soaa
presidentPreal dent of theshe church

from 1877 to 1887 duringdaring the preil
dency of johajobs taylor I1 spent mostmoet of
my time traveling preaching in
and arizona and laborlaboringlor in SLBL
george temple for the ampie gisin sud
exaltation of the living and the dead
when john taylor waswaa accepted asaa
presidentPreaident of the church october 10
1880 1I became presidentpre aident of shipte
council rfcf the twelve apostlesApo atlea

president taylor died july az 1887
and llit fell to my lot to succeed himfilm timin
presidingaing

I1 was accepted as the presidentPreal dent of
the church april 7 1889 with george
Q cannon and juseph PF smith asa
myEUY since which time I1E
have endeavored to attend to thehe du-
ties of that office to the beetbeat of my
knowledge and ability

I1 waswaa appointed assistant historian of
the church in 18561855 and historian in
1881 franklin D richardsBicbarda was sus-
tained asae my successor in that office
april 7 1889


