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PRESIDENT WOODRUFF'S BIRTHDAY.

BIOGBRAPHIQAL,

Op Bunday, February 28, 1887, at 2
p. m., a0d on the followlog day, Mon-
day, Maich 1, at 10 a.m., were exer-
ciees in tbe Tabernacle in hobor of the
pinetieth apniverrary of the birth of
Elder VWiltord Woodroff, President of
the Church of Jeens Christ of Latlter-
day Baipte, and one of the first com-
paoy of Utsh Ploneera Lhal eptered
the valley of the Great Balt Lake.

For Lhle pccarion the Tabernscle
hre  heen besutiiul]ly decorated,
The rpeskers’ stande are ornamented
io white snd old gold, witb namerous
flowers snd potted ferns spd other
plapte and aronnd the orgsn. The
table =t the foot of the stapda I8 covered
with flowerr, and in front of this seats
are ralped above tbe fioor for President
Woodrnff and wifle Lo occupy during
the reception un Monday. Over thie
is 2 capopydraped wilbh tbe Blare and
Biriper, wilb electric lights in the top
to tbrow light npon the couple. Thir
cannpy will remalp tbrown back upon
the table potil the time of Lhe recep-
tion. The upper sland, #hich will be
oocupied by the Presideot and hie
wife durivg the repderiog of the pro-
gram, has heen [reised aboul sixieen
foches higher than ile wsus) poel.
tion 60 theat a tull view cabp he
bad of them Iyom every part of the
puliding. Lo froot of and pesr the top
of the orgsb s a hesutilul star com-
posed of elx1y-006 electrlc lights; over
tbis and extending from southb to
north across the huildinglea white
streamer bearing the lpecriptiooe
1'Qlory be to God,”” **Honor to His
Prophet,? and Lhe three dater, 1807,
1847, 1897. Around the gallery benl.
ing is stzelohed, with s atar over esch
post, ang at the rear of the bollding te
the peoriptiop, “We bobnor the map so
bopored of od.”” Ahove the rear of
the gallery i8 8 bappel op which Ir
painted 1847—1897, Below this is a
Upion flag which paesed through the
wal.

Herewlth i n brief sketoh of Presi-
dent Waodiuft’s loog and eventiul life,
furnisbed by bhimeell;

I war born March 1,1807,at Noribing-
ton, pert of Farmipgtlon (now Avon),
Hartford county, Cobppecticur, I«
my early litel worked as a farmer
spd miller, O! conree my childboou
wap paseed under the influence of Lhe
rembants of the Blue Laws of Cob,
peoticnt. I remember the day well
whep the Baptists and tbe Methodiste
in Cobnbecticut were almost as QL.
" pupuiar arm Lhe Mormore allerwards
hecame. Preshyterjans and Cobpgre-
gationalisls were the ruling religious
of New Epgland in my childhood,
In attewving the Bunday eshool In my
early hoyhoud, under Dr. Nosh Porler,
and learning chaplers of the Bible
by heurt, I saw what Jesne Cbrist and
the A postles tsughl. Those principles
woress Hrm)y imprinted oD my mind
that I could uvever join auy churoh,
btcause the churches of that pay dig
pot belleve them, until I bearo Zars
Pulsipber, s Micrmoo Elder, preacu to
me spd my brother Azmobp, apd s
large cobDgleghtion of uLeighbore, &
Richland (oow Dapeviilc), Oswegeo
county, New York, oo the 30th uay of
December, 1838. Ob bearing the firet
germon I and oy biother Azmwon were
copvirnced, and we weDt lorth apd

were bantized pn the 3lest of Decem-
ber, 1883.

I went in Zion?s Camp,io the epring
of 1835, to Misnouri, to Lhe assietanoce
of our people who had been driven
oul of Jackeon county. Very few of
tbe members of that Camp are living
todey. That tbiusand miles’ journey
with ihe Prophet Joceph Bmith was tu
me a school of experience thet I ehall
never forget in this world ortbe world
to come. When the Prophet returned to
Kirtland with most of hie compeny L
remained In Clay county, Miseruri,
aoptil the 13th of Japuoary, 1835, when
I left Lyman Wightl’, in company
with Henry Browr, to go on a mistion
Ip the Boptberp etatee. We passed
through Jackeon county, Missour), and
through Arkasnsss, abd [rom Little
Kook to Memiphle, TeobDessee. I spent
two yenrs in Tennetsee abd Ken-
tucky. While therel was ordalned tothe
iffice ot ap Elder under the bands o!
Warren Parrieb, and afterwards a
member of the Begcond guorum pf the
Beventy, noder the bsnds of Daviue
W. Patten. ILordsines A. O.Bmoot to
the office of ap Elder in 1836, and he
traveled with me through Kentucky
apd Tenpeseee, and accompanied me
to Kirtlapd ip the fall of that year, I
organized four hranches of theCuarch
io Tenuessee and Keptucky.

In 1857 1 traveled throngh part ol
Capsda, New York, Maesachusetin,
Cobpecticut spy Maipe apd Foux
Ielande. During tbhat mtselop I hap-
tized severnl bandred persons and
oryanized five branchescf the Church
o Coppecticut, Maine and Fox Is-
lspde, Ib Jaouary, 1887, I was »p-
pointed tp the First quorum of Beven.
ties, / i

In 1838 I traveled on three ielande of
the sen snd In tweive ststes of the
Union, establlshed three preachiog
places and organtzed obe braooh ol
the CbLureb o Farmiogton, Coon.,
with nlpe o! my relatjver, including
my tather’s house.

Obp the 26th ot April, 1839, myeel!
nnd George A. Bmith were ordained
to the Apostleship, on the Temple cor-
ver st Far West, Mjssourl. ‘The same
year I orussed tbe Atlantlic opcesb ip
company with Jobn Taylur, to Kpg-
Iaud,epending tbe next yesr there with
the Tweive Aposties. Firet [ wenpt
to Biaftordehire abd orgaolzed three
branches, Tonepn 1 wepnt to Hereford-
shire, YWorcestershize and QGloucester-
shire, where, in elgbt moDths,
brougbt 1,800 sonla toto the Chuicb,
including 600 of the United Bretbren,
who had hroken off from the We:-
leyan Metbodirte, with forty-five
preachers, bapt.zieg sil of that seol
hut one member. I established three
conterences and fifty-elght prevching
placer, and cIgabDized Iorty-seeven
bhranches of the Cbuareb.

I then went to Loudon with Heher
. Kimball and Geofge A. Bmith.
We prgabpized the firel branch of Lhe
Churcb 10 that oity, ocobelstlog ol
elzghty-five membere.

Io1841, T travelea over 7,000 mllee
throuch England, Walea apnd parte ol
the United Biates, with the Twelve
& pustles, Lo attend lo the aftairs of the
Ctiurch. )

I spent most of 16423 Jn Nauvoo, at.
tending to Lhe privting oflice and ofher
bupinees. Ap Important yesr was 1844,
ip which the Prophet Joseph Bmith and
hie brother Hyrum were killed. That
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year I traveled over 10,000 miles iy
Cnoada and the Ubited Btatea, v fait
fog the churcher, ailending meetlnge,
ete. Lo the fall o! lbe year I was ap-
poioted to go to England o pre-
eide over the Britlab mission, etting
sail at New Yorg December 7th, »nd
arfiving at Liverpool Japuary 4, 1845
duriog which yesr I traveled in Eng-
land snd Beotland, presiding pver the
churehes, publisbed 3,000 coples of the
Doctrine and Covenanbts, and recured
tbe copvright of the seme in London.
io 1848 I returoed from England to
the United Btates, and gathered wlth
the Bainte al Winter Quariers on the
Miesouri, whbere I spent the wipter,

Op the 7th of Apil), 1847, E
leit my family aod [rjepus &t
Winler Quurters and traveled

wilh Presivent Brigham Young and
the Plonger compeny ol 143 men, =
thousand miles Boroes the plaine i'nl.o
the midet of the Rocky Mopuntajos,
arriving in tbhe valley of the Great
Saly Lake opn the 24th pt July, We
Iald out Great Balt Lake City apnd boilt
a fort nroaDd ten Acres. Presigent
Youpg and rome others of us reiurned
to Winter Quarters the same pesson,

Lo traveilng acries the plains, for
three days and Dighté, we met an al-
most endless numbe? of buffalo, going
to thelr cummer ranges to break Dp
into smaller berds lo feed in the Platte
country. They were so numerons that
we could scarcelytflndjour way through
{them.

Io the epripg of 1848 ] topk my
farmly sod returoed Lo Boston, Muase.,
spending the reat of the year a'nd nlao
1849 1o traveliug through 1he New
Eugland states and part of Canada,
gatbhering up most of the Bainla re=
maloing tbere sud sending them to the
Rocky Mountains.

On the 9th of April, 1850, with my
family aDJd about & hanyred other
Bainte, I lett BostoD, apd with steam-
boats, raliroade wod wagons sgain
traveled to lbhe Rocky Mouniainoe,
where I arrived oo the 14th pl Oclober,
baviog traveled 4,617 miles,

From 1551 to 1877, twenty.six years,
I spent mustiy in Utah, traveling and
preaching ocQnelderably amoppg the
Halpte, and aieo otherwise julfilling
the gulies ol my calllng ea one uf the
Twelve A postlee.

Preefdent Young dled Aagust 29,
1877, Joho Taylor succeeding nim as
Presldent of the Churcb,

From 1877 tw 1887, during the Presi-
dency of Jobn Taylor, I spent most of
my time traveling, presching in Utnb
and AnhZopa, and lshoring In Bt
Qeorge temple for the ealvatien aod
exaltatioe of the livipg and the Jdead.
When Jobo Taylor wae accepted as
President of the Churoh, Qctuhey 10,
1880, I became preeldent of the
cuunell of the Twelve Apostlea.

Pregident Taylor died July (25, 1887,
auuy it fell to moy lot to succeed nim p
presiuing.

I was acocepted aa the President of
the Chuarch April 7, 1889, with George
Q. Canpnon and Juseph F.Bmith as
wy couneeiors, pluce which -time I
bave endeavoled to attend to the du-
tles of that oftice 1o the Leet o! my
spowiedge and abillty.

I was appointed assistant historian ot
tbhe Chureb 1u 18556, apnd bistorian in
1881. Frubpklin D. Rlcharus wap sup-
tatped BR IOY succeedor in thal office

Aprll 7, 1889,



